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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ~ ~ ^ 

the Tlgef Hotel I s a ten-story commercial structure at the corner of Eighth and Chetry 
Streets in the heart of Columbia's central business d i s t r i c t . The building, facetf 
with red brick and ornamented with cream-colored terracotta, is the only h istor ic 
Columbia hotel which has survived in near-original integr i ty. 

The hotel is a reinforced concrete structure with face walls of red brick la id in 
"Common bond in Flemish variat ion. Cream-colored, glazed terracotta provides embel^ 
ishment at the base and at t ic leve ls . The building measures 100' by 102'3" at the 
f i r s t and second stor ies. The remaining eight stories r ise from the eastern half of 
that area, measuring 49'3" by 102'3". The building has a fu l l basement and a sub-
basement which contains the boi ler room. 

The f i r s t ftbOf* t$' entirely faced in terracotta, fTth stone quoins accentuating the , 
corners. A terracotta cornice marks the t ransl t fo iLt f the f loor above, which is . 
faced in brick and ornamented with terracotta. Large*rectangular windows alternatfUg 
with pi lasters define the central s ix bays of that story. Terracotta keystones 
embellished with female heads cap the f l a t brick arches of those windows. Large 
windows with ornamental terracotta enframements flank the central s ix bays. Scrolled 
buttresses and lavish cartouches surmounted by female heads embellish the eared 
surrounds of those windows. 

A projecting terracotta cornice separates the base from the seven-story shaft above. 
A modillioned cornice tops the central s ix bays of the shaft, while a shallower 
cornice trims the remainder of the bui lding. . The at t ic r ises one story above and 
is surmounted by a parapet wall above the central s ix bays. Large terracotta urns 
add a crowning turach t i t h e structure. 

The inter ior lobby and ballroom retain much of their original integr i ty. The lobby 
is highlighted by twenty-foot ceil ings and maple panell ing. Large piers with 
c lassic iz ing mouldings and applied tigers heads dominate the lobby space. Several 
original stained glass l igh ts , including one central chandelier and eight smaller 
f ix tures, remain in the lobby. The mezzanine level contains a ballroom with 
f i f teen-foot ceil ings and crystal chandeliers. The original oak parquet f loor 
remains, and the cei l ing is bordered with elaborate moulding. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Tiger Hotel is significant as an historic commercial structure within the central 
business district of Columbia. The hotel retains its original exterior integrity 
and continues to serve the community in its original capacity. It has served as a 
meeting place for influential Missourians for the last half century and should continue 
to serve Cqlumbia and Missouri for another half century. 

The Tiger Hotel is further significant in the development of Columbia. The building 
was hailed as a symbol of the growth and importance of Columbia to Missouri. As 
expressed in a 1928 edition of the Columbia Daily Tribune, the Tiger Hotel was 
"the project of Columbia men who believe in this city's future, and it bespeaks a 
progress that is characteristic of Columbia's commercial and business world." 
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1. "Formal Opening of New Tiger Hotel. November 15," The Columbia Missourian, . 
November 14, 1928. 

2. "Program for Tiger Hotel Opening," Columbia Daily Tribune, November 14, 1928. 
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turning N and proceeding 102'3" along the Eighth Street (primary) facade until 
the point of beginning. 



Property • ^/ 

State . Working Number ^ „ 

TECHNICAL CONTROL 
Photos  
Maps / 

HISTORIAN 

J ^ / . . ^ ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 
^ d l U ^ a ^ A J - ^ . ^ , r ^ ^ . u u c J ^ - ^ ^ f ^ ^ " ^ . . . - . , ' ^ ^ ^ . ^ • o ^ 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up Send-back FntPrpd ^ ̂  
Federal Register Entry 3-9>\ Re-submit 

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Servicê  









































C O L U M B I A , MISSOURI 65201 
E X E C U T I V E O F F I C E 

December ̂ , 1979 

Ms. Carol Shull 
ActiriiP- Keeper of the National Register 
Heritasre Conservation and Recreation Service 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
^^0 n Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 202^3 

DEC 5 1979 

Office of Historic 
Preservation 

Dear Ms. S h u l l i 

As the current owner of the Tiger Hotel i n Columbia, Missouri, 
I am interested i n the preservation and recognition of this 
h i s t o r i c structure. Enrollment of the building on the National 
Register of His t o r i c Places as soon as possible would aid me i n the 
future r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of this building. 

I understand the significance and extent of the National 
Register projrram and am aware of the implications of the Tax 
Reform Act of 1976 and the Revenue Act of 1978 as r e l a t i n g to 
National Register properties, 'therefore, I hereby waive my 
righ t to n o t i f i c a t i o n by the National Register and to the cus­
tomary thirty-day response period, i n order to expedite the e n r o l l ­
ment of this property on the National Register. 

I ffreatly appreciate your consideration and look forward to 
the enrollment of the Tiger Hotel on the National Register. 

Sincerely, 

Louis W. Shelburne 
General Manager Owner 
THE TIGER MOTOR HOTEL 

LWSj id t 
JAN 2 9 1980 

everything a good hotel should he. 



r 

Q 

CO 

O 

o 
CO 
LU 

1^ 

CM 
I 

IS 
1^ 

CO 

O CM 

LU = 
o 

b 
c 

I 

CV 

o 

CV 

o 

January 18,1980 
RECEIVED '"̂A 

Ms. Carol Shull 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service 
440 G Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Please find enclosed one (1) completed National Register Inventory-
Nomination Form for: 

TIGER HOTEL 
and related data approved by Missouri's review board, the Missouri 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. The form is signed by 
Fred A. Lafser, State Historic Preservation Officer, and this site is 
thereby formally nominated to the National Register of Historic 
Places. In order to expedite enrollment of this property, a letter 
from the owner waiving right to the 30-day notification period is also 
included. 

Sincerely, 

DIVISION OF PARKS & HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

Orval L. Henderson, Jr. 
Program Supervisor 

OLH:jk 

Enclosures: as stated 

cc: Milton Perry 

Joseph P. Teasdale Governor 
Fred A. Lafser Director 

Division of Parl<s and Historic lieservation 
John Karel Director 
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Tiger notel Columbia 
Boone County 
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Also Notified 

Honorable John C. Danforth 

Honorable Thomas F. Eagleton State Historic Preservation Officer 
Honorable Richard H. Ichord Mr. Fred A. Lafser 

Director, State Department of 
Natural Resources 

P.O. Box 176 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65102 

NR Byers/bjr 3/5/80 

For further infonnation, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 


