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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Washington University Hilltop Campus is informally so-called to distinguish it 
from the campus of the Medical School, which is located elsewhere in St. Louis. 
The main part of the Hilltop Campus forms a long rectangle bounded by Skinker Boule­
vard on the east, Forsyth Boulevard on the south, Millbrook Boulevard on the north 
and Big Bend Boulevard on the west. Additional property lies to the south of 
Forsyth. The eastern edge of the campus, tile 11 frontyard, 11 lies in the City of St. 
Louis, wht·le the bulk •of the property lies in St. Louis ·coun·ty. · Althoug'h located 
between the municipalities of Clayton and University City, this portion of the campus 
is unincorporated. Twenty of the more than fifty buildings n~ the hilltop campus 
are designed in the Collegiate Gothic style. These buildings, forming the core 
and the dominant feature of tne campus, along with the landscaped open spaces 
linking them and one structure, are here designated a historic district. 

.. ' . ... . 
The Collegiate Gothic buildings at Washington University were designed .over a 
fifty-year period, but they present a remarkably unified appearance. They :are 
all of red granite, from Graniteville, Missouri, laid according to closely defined 
standards established by James P. Jamieson, the site representative of the original 
architects. The effect of these standards is to soften the feeling of hardness 
usually :associated with granite ; l Moldings, string courses, and decorative features 
are of limestone from Bedford, Indiana. Roofs are hipped or gabled, covered with 
pale green slate (?} shingles and copper flashings. The campus forms a central 
plateau so that buildings along the edges of the plateau have two stories toward 
the central lawns and quadrangles and three to the rear or outer side. Only Brown, 
Crow and Umrath Halls along the edges do not have this grade differential. Ridgley 
and Eads Halls and Graham Chapel located in the center of the plateau are also of 
uniform height. Windows, set in limestone frames, are grouped in twos, threes, and 
fours antl··varied 11with ·ot'iels• and ·bays·." :The'1typi·ca1 ' build'ing··is' a ' lon~frectangle 
with projecting end bays, sometimes forming wings of some length and giving the 
building an ·H-shaped plan. Such is the case with Brookings, 'Eads;·' tupples II, 
Prince Halls and the Women's Building; Umrath and McMillan Halls form three-
sidetl courts ~ Wall surfaces are articulated horizontally' w1th"string 'courses 
between the floors and granite parapets, sometimes crenellated, and sometimes 
accented with false shaped gables. Vertical accents include buttresses and drainage 
pipes with decorative rainwater heads. Several buildings have central or corner 
towers and turrets rising three, four, five stories. Carved limestone decorative 
motifs include bosses on string courses and arches, gothic or renaissance pinnacles, 
niches and panels of blind tracery, inscriptions, and enriched doorways and center­
pieces utilizing pilasters, strapwork, garlands and other motifs derived from 
English architecture of the sixteenth and early seventeentb· centuries. A frequent 
motif is the University coat of arms, derived from the family arms of George 
Washington, with an added row of fleur-de-lis representing St. Louis. Superimposed 
on t~i~ or Shown· s~patately is an 6p~rt bbaR with ·the inscription ''per veritatem 
vis, 11 ·the Uriiverstty ·mottcL 1·rron =1anterns with decorative brackets appear on 
several buildings. Chimneys rise from outer walls or from mid-roof, sometimes 
with rows of octagonal or diagonal brick chimney stacks. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Washington University Hilltop Campus Historic District is significant for the 
stylistic unity of its architecture, its associations with the Louisiana Purchase 
Exposition of 1904 and tfte third Olympiad, also held in 1904, and for the many 
distinguished individuals associated with Washington University. 

Washington University traces its origins to February 22, 1853 when Eliot Seminary 
received a state charter. The original name referred to William Greenleaf Eliot 
(1811-187Jr) pastor of the Churcf\ .of the_-f'1essiah inr:St. Louis; the enabling leg,i,s.la­
tion was spontored by W'ayman Crow, ·a· we·avithy and prominent member of Dr. Ellot's 
congregation. At the new corporation's organization meeting, February 22, 1854, 
Dr. Eliot proposed that the name be changed to honor the first President of the 
United States, whose birthday had coincidentally marked the new institution's 
beginnings. Washington Institute became Washington University at formal inauguration 
ceremonies April 22, 1857, Edward Everett, speaker.2 nn.: ,., , ~:i;] ; 

Wi 11 i am Greenl e.af Eli qt, :Was q1 L\~ita-r:i;an 1 ( graqua te qt Harr,va,r:p D.i:'(1i 'biJy~ rSc~o.l t and 
a liberal supporter of emancipation, women's suffrage and the Union cause, but the 
1857 charter 1 spec.~fi'~al :tY charged that 11 no instruction either ~ftfo~ar.iflfJ; ~'l : fl~l igion 
or partisan in politics shall be allowed in any department of the university ... 11 3 
~his princ.iple oft .J.111P.;ia,sed inquiry has continued to characterize this ;di .~1tin!l.uished 
institution of high.er educ,atipn. 

Eliot's efforts to improve education in St. Louis continued with the founding of 
O'Fallon Polytechnic Institute in 1855 (operated by the city after 1868), Smith 
Academy in the same year, a school for boys active until 19174, a'nd Mary Institute 
in 1859, a school for girls that is still in operation. He was president of the 
Board until 1870, then Acting Chancellor, and from 1872 until his death in 1887, 
third Chancellor of the University. 

The Law School, founded in 1860, opened in 1867. · The Art Department, founded in 
1879 is the origin of both the Schpol of, ~ine Arts and the; S.t. t;,01.(s A,rt Mu,~eum. 
St. Louis Medical College, Founded ·in 1B4~\ becam1e'. the 'WC\s~Jngton : ~niv.e 1rs

0

ity -Medical 
School in 1891. It maintains a separate campUs' at Barnes ·Plaza. · ,.,J. 1 

'· 
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Interiors have fireproof floors consisting of steel beams with concrete between them. 
Original interior w~lls are brick and ceilings are plastered on metal lath attached 
to the steel beams. Most interiors have been remodeled at least once and have few 
distinctive features, but a few outstanding rooms are mentioned below. 

Buildings and structures in the historic district are mentioned below, noting their 
special features within tn.e stylistic framework outlined above. 

Brookings Hall (1900) is the dominant feature of the eastern part of the campus. 
It is fifteen bays long, including gabled transverse wings, and has a massive 
central tower eighty-five feet high. The east elevation rests on a balustraded 
terrace, while north and south outer elevations drop to three stories. The main 
entrance to the main quadrangle is by means of two flights of granite stairs, 
mounting the terrace and through a rib-vaulted passage through the tower. A 
large bronze plaque to the memory of William Greenleaf Eliot, founder of the 
University, decorates the floor of the passage. The tower itself has turrets at 

. its four corners and large grids of stone-mullioned windows on both west and east 
faces. The east face is surmounted by a blank arcade, while the west face has a 
clock. 

Rid le Librar 1901 t~ough shorter in length than Brookings (325 ft. vs. 257 
ft. has seventeen bays. The east (quadrangle) elevation has round-arched arcade 
along the ground floor, flanked by turrets topped by crown-domes. The ceiling of 
the arcade is composed of wooden beams forming coffers. The center bay of Ridgley 
forms a Jacobean frontspiece, with attached columns flanking the arch below and 
the window above. A central wing projects 108 feet from the west side of the main 
block. It is one story high, with six large windows on each side alternating with 
buttresses. The interior of this wing is a single space, notably decorated in 
the style of later seventeenth-century England. Ridgley is connected to Duncker 
and January by one-bay vaulted arches; on the second floor level above these are 
heavily deocrated limestone oriels. 

Busch Hall (1900) has eleven bays totaling 291 feet. The entrances are in the end 
bays, which project slightly to form towers. Extending to the east and west of the 
main block are shorter wings of 4 bays. Incorporated into these are arches 
corinecting Busch with Brookings and January Halls: 
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Cupples Hall Number 1 (1901) is stmilar in massing to Busch Hal l but with detailing 
derived from the Renaissance end of the Collegiate Gothic spectrum: sections of 
balustrade are incorporated into the parapet; a stone centerpiece with a sundial 
rises above the roofline, and entrances have pedimented frames carved with 
flowered garlands. Granite arches connect Cupples I with Brookings and Duncker 
Halls. The Brookings arch forms a vaulted chamber, decorated on the outside with 
two stone panels of figures representing Architecture and Engineering. 

Duncker Hall (1932) balances the north west-wing of Brookings Hall opposite it on 
the quadrangle as well as January Hall on the south side of Ridgley. It is twelve 
bays long with the main entrance in the third bay opposite the end of Ridgley 
arcade. Projecting stairtower and entrance is on the corresponding bay of the 
north (3-story) elevation. A niche with an inscription to the memory of Charles 
H. Duncker, Jr., occupies the center of the east end, main floor, and the corner­
stone dated 1923 is at the southeast corner. 

Grace Vall~January Hall (1923) is named on the inscription above the main entrance, 
which is located in its third bay mirroring that of Duncker. It is thirteen bays 
long but divided into two distinct patterns of fenestration. The seventh north 
bay has another entrance, and this is reflected on the south by a major stairtower 
topped with pinnacles. The eastern half of the upper floor is occupied by a 
library with a timber-trussed ceiling. 

George Warren Brown Memorial Hall (1935) so identified.. by an inscription over the 
main entrance, together with the date 1935, is an irregularly shaped three-story 
building of thirteen bays. The two westernmost bays have only two stories, due 
to the high_ ceilings of the large hall that fills the upper story at this point , 
a room with a stone chimneypiece, oak paneling, and timber-trussed ceiling. The 
eastern three bays of Brown Hall are enlarged to form a tower embellished with 
buttresses and pinnacles. 

Wayman Crow Hall (1933) name inscribed on the railing of the entrance stai rcase 
is a second irregularly shaped building roughly similar to Brown Hall. It has two 
stories and thirteen bays east to west, including a somewhat lower-scaled two-by­
three bay wing at the southeast corner. It is linked by a granite arch to Cupples 
I to the south and by an interior passage to Arthur Holly Compton Hall to the 
north (outside the historic district). 
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Cupples Hall Number II (1901) has eleven bays, with entrances in second and tenth 
bays, projecting bay windows in first and eleventh, and an oriel in the sixth bay. 
Stone plqques over the doors are inscribed with the initial date of construction 
11 MCM. 11 

Eads Hall (1902) is attached to the west wing of Ridgley Library. It has twelve 
bays. The end bays are relatively short and shallow while the second and eleventh 
bays form gabled transverse wings. Entrances are in the first (from the west) and 
tenth bays. 

Sever Institute of Technology (1948) is so designated in inscribed scrolls over 
entrance arches. Sever is asymmetrical: five bays at the north in a three-story 
tower. The passage through the tower has a flat beamed ceiling and opens to the 
(north) side through two arched brick window-like openings. The body of the 
building has herringbone patterned orange brick spandrels set between the limestone 
framed windows. Granite is employed in tower, parapet and south end. A moat-like 
grade exposes the ground-floor windows on the plateau side of the building. 

Newton R. Wilson Memorial Hall (1923) is inscribed in a niche over the south central 
door. It is marked by limestone buttresses. Wilson presents two stories toward 
the lawn (north) but has the moat-like grading that exposes the windows of the 
lower level on this side as well as to the south. In 1977 a three-story addition 
was made to the east end of Wilson. The original part of the building has thirteen 
bays on the north side centered on a wide but relatively short tower. The south 
side by contrast has seventeen bays with towers rising from the fifth-sixth and 
twelfth-thirteenth bays. These towers are ornamented by plaques representing 
Atlas supporting the globe. 

Charles Rebstock Hall (1926) has seventeen bays, the first and last two articulated 
to form slight end pavilions. Above the door in the central bay is the inscription 
naming the building. The central bay to the rear (south) side of building has a 
similar inscription with the date, 11 A.D. 1926, 11 and a large carved panel representing 
the arms of the University. Rebstock has three wings, actually separate buildings: 
Adolphus Busch III Laboratory of Bfology (1957), Monsanto Laboratory (1965), and 
Life Sciences Support Building (1973), as well as a greenhouse. All of them are 
outside the historic district. Remodeling in 1976 added mansard-roof-like structures 
of dark brown-colored metal behind the parapet on either side of the central tower, 
the most notable exterior alteration to any of the historic buildings. Rebstock 
has a moat similar to that at Wilson and Sever. 
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Graham Chapel (1907) is a rectangle measuring 121 by 45 feet, with turrets at each 
corner. The chapel is eight bays long, buttressed 9 with a large east window 
representing the dedication of Solomon's temple. The facade (west) is decorated 
with numerous carved bosses. Inside, the beamed ceiling reaches 49 feet at the 
apex . The balcony was added in 1946 at the same time that the pipe or9an was 
presented.4 _ 

Karl D. Umrath Hall (1902) has a courtyard formed by the wings extendi.ng south 
from the main block; the courtyard is now closed by the Mallinckrodt Center (not 
in the Historic District). The lawn (north) elevation has fifteen bays, including 
the projecting end wings and a three-story central tower with a smaller five-story 
tower rising from the next bay to the west. The passage through the tower has two 
rib-vaulted bays. In addition to the central arch, there are five doors on the 
north elevation. The south end of the west wing is a five-bay hall with beamed 
ceiling, Jacobean woodwork, and a bay window facing south. 

Prince Hall (1901) has fourteen bays including projecting ends. The lawn (north) 
facade has second floor oriels but no doors. The south facade has doors in the wings 
as well as the fifth and eighth bays. The skyline above the parapet on this side 
is not symmetrical; there are triangular gables at the second and eleventh bays 
(from the west) and false shaped gables at the sixth and thirteenth. Prince Hall 
was built on a thirty-foot foundation, but the basement was opened to use only in 
1948, when a terrace was created along the south elevation and a cou~t was excavated 
to give full access to a new student gathering place, now a library. This courtyard 
elevation is concrete with an orange brick parapet. 

Lauderman Hall 1951) has an asymmetrical elevation facing the lawn (south): eight 
bays, the first from the west) projecting slightly, the second a tower of three 
stories with the main entrance and an inscription, 11 chemistry, 11 the eighth projecting 
forward a full bay. The building is named in a large inscription over the central 
first-floor windows. To the rear (north) are two three-bay wings. 

Women's Building (1927) has eleven bays including four gables and a central tower 
over the entrance. The tower is fated with a tall gothic aedicule. The prominent 
cornerstone i s inscribed 11 1927. 11 The building is raised a half story above the 
level of the lawn and has stairs providing an entrance to the lower level from 
this side. 

- ------
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McMillan Hall (1906) has the most varied elevation of any of the Collegiate Gothic 
buildings at Washington University. It surrounds three sides of a grassy central 
court, the forth (south) side of which is closed by an iron railing. The main entry 
is through an archway in the east wing. The passageway which has a coved and wood­
beamed vault, is surmounted by a three story tower, with an adjacent subsidiary 
tower of four stories. The west face of this tower is inscribed with the name of 
the building and the date, 11 MCMVI. 11 In the west wing on axis with the entrance 
passageway is the main entrance which forms a miniature three-sided court of its 
own. The main doorway and window above it are richly embellished with pilasters, 
a semicircular balcony, and a broken pediment. The somewhat irregular fenestration 
facing the court is surmounted by a total of eleven gables. McMillan has a minor 
wing projecting west from the west side of the court and another projecting north 
from the north end of the east side of the court. 

The Francis Gymnasium (1902) has overall dimensions of 94 by 181 feet, with three 
stories and a basement, but the western 108 feet (6 bays) are devoted to the 75-
foot-wide main hall. The main bulk of the building is concentrated in the east 
elevation, which is on axis with Graham Chapel. This facade consists of five wide 
bays, the second and fourth of which form towers. The main doorway is a broad, 
carved arch closed by a wooden traceried screen. A bronze plaque in the foyer 
explains the dedication of the building to David R. Francis. 

Francis Field (1902-03) adjacent to Francis Gymnasium, is surrounded by an iron 
railing and is entered by a monumental gateway (1914) which is its principal feature 
of historic significance. It consists of four granite and limestone piers supporting 
a double central gate and two side gates. The name of the field is worked into the 
ironwork arches above each of the three openings~ ~nd ..additional historical infor­
mation is to be found on two bronze plaques attached to the central piers. Inside 
the gate, the field is furnished with bleachers on the south side only. 

Although the functions of many of these buildings have changed since their erection, 
their physical condition and the condition of the site remains excellent. Further 
description of the buildings and the site can be found in the statement of 
significance. 

The Hilltop Campus historic district contains only two buildings that may be deemed 
as intrustons because of their recent date and non-conforming style, although it 
should be noted that both buildings make use of red Missouri granite laid according 
to the original standards, and both were intended by their architects to be as 
compatible with their surroundings while utilizing a non-historic design idiom. 
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Olin Library (1960) is a large three-story square surrounded by a one- story concrete 
combination arcade and terrace. The first floor is largely glass, with some panels 
of granite. The second floor has a continuous line of clerestory windows above 
beige brick walls, while the third floor is part granite, part a limestone grid of 
windows. The main entrance is on the east side on axis with the arch connecting 
Duncker with Ridgley. 

Beaumont Pavilion (1965) is a stage intended for orchestral concerts and academic 
ceremonies. It consists of a granite-faced concrete podium, with concrete and 
granite posts supporting a copper~clad roof. 

FOOTNOTES 

1. James P. Jamieson, Intimate Histor of the Cam us and Buildin s of Washinton 
University, St. Louis (St. Louis: Mound City Press, 1941 , RP· 14-15; William 
Glasgow Bowling, "Names Th.at Live, 11 unpublish.ed manuscript, (Washington University 
Archives, 1971), Chapter 5, p. 9 the masons called Jamieson's rules "The Ten 
Commandments. " 

2. Jamieson , p. 32. 

3. This and subsequent dimensions are taken from William L. Thomas, History of 
St. Louis County, Missouri (St. Louis: S.J. Clarke, 19ll ), Vol. I, p. 134. 

4. Alexander S. Langsdorf, "The Story of Washington University 1853-1953, 11 

unpublished manuscript (Washington University Archives, 1956), p. 532. The 
chapel is a copy, much reduced in size of King's College Chapel, Cambridge 
University, Cambridge, England. 

5. Langsdorf, p. 533. 



Form No. 10-300a 
(Hev. 10- 74) 

UN ITED STATES DE PA RTM ENT OF T HE I NTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF IDSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOA NPS USE ONLY 

RECEtVED OV 2 71978 

DATE ENTERED 
JAN 12 1979 

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY HILLTOP CAMPUS HISTORIC DISTRICT 

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 

The first buildings of Washington University were located on the block bounded by 
17th Street, St. Charles Street, 18th Street, and Washington Av5nue, with related 
institutions scattered throughout the surrounding neighborhood. 

New Campus 

Robert Brookings (1850-1922) made a fortune of several million dollars by the age 
of forty as partner in the firm of Samuel Cupples and Company, which controlled more 
than half the national trade in woodenware and willowware. He retired from that 
business in 1895 to devote his full energies to Washington University, becoming 
President of the Board of Directors in that year. He devoted the same energies to 
this position as he had earlier to business (and as he was to do after his move to 
Washington, D.C. in 1922 to the establishment of a center for tge study of economics 
and government, that became in 1927 the Brookings Institution). The continuity 
of his leadership as President through thirty-two years is reflected in the unusual 
consistency of the campus design. 

As early as 1892, discussion had been held about a move to a new campus. It was 
said that the old campus had been outgrown, but it was also true that the university 
had been losing money and enrollment since the death of Eliot. A new campus in a 
more fashionable location might instill new vigor. On May 23, 1893, the Board 
adopted a resolution to move west, as proposed by Henry Ware Eliot, son of William 
Greenleaf Eliot (and father of the Poet T.S. Eliot). The following year one hundred 
and three acres were purchased running between Skinker Boulevard and Big Bend 
Boulevard, south of Millbrook Road and the office of Frederick Law Olmsted, the 
foremost landscape designer in the country at that time, was hired to prepare a 
site plan. While Olmsted probably did not personally supervise the project,? his 
firm did prepare a preliminary plan the following year, while emphasizing the impor­
tance of the fifty acres extending from the University's property south to Forsyth 
Boulevard. This land was finally acquired in April 1899. By May, Olmsted Brothers, 
as the Brookline, Massachusetts firm was now called, had completed a revised plan, 
and in June, six nationally prominent architectural firms were invited to participate 
in a competition for the new buildings, using the Olmsted plan as a suggestion but 
not a rigid guide. On October 27, 1899, Cope and Stewardson of Philadelphia were 
announced the winners. The other submissions included neo-classical designs by 
Cass Gilbert and McKim, Mead and White ; French Renaissance by Carrere and Hastings, 
Colonial Revival by Eames and Young, a local firm, and alternate facades in 
Colonial Revival or Tudor Gothic by Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge.8 
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Walter Cope (born 186~) and John Stewardson (born 1858) opened their office in 
Philadelphia in 1885. They had a comfortable country house practice, based partly 
on the social position of Cope 1 s f~~ily, and deriving stylistically from the stone-
and-shingle manner of Wilson Eyre. By the 1890 1 s they were doing work in 
a Colonial Revival style well-informed by local tradition.I I Their chief fame 
came, however, from their collegiate work. They were campus architects for Bryn 
Mawr from 1885, and in the mid nineties they designed a large dormitory complex 
for the University of Pennsylvania and three influential buildings at Princeton. 
All these buildings were variations on the style of architecture seen at Oxford, 
Cambridge and Eton and variously called Collegiate Gothic, Tudor or 11 Jacobethan 11

• l 2 
The style is transitional, shading from the English Late Gothic or Perpendicular, 
which had already, to a large extent, abandoned pointed openings on windows, to 
the first tentative classical decoration seen during the reign of Henry VIII, the 
increase in decoration, some of it deriving from Dutch sources, and emphasis on 
symmetry under Elizabeth I, culminating in the free use of classical forms and 
details under the early Stuarts. This transition took place within an unvarying 
framework of long two and three-story gabled buildings grouped around closed 
quadrangles that were punctuated with chapels, halls and tower gateways. 

In America, Gothic had been used frequently in college architecture since 1824 when 
Old Kenyon was built in Gambier, Ohio. Kenyon College also boasts an early e~ample 
of the use of late Perpendicular or Tudor in Ascension Hall, built in 1859.13 The 
Collegiate Gothic of Tudor and Jacobean England had a functional appeal for American 
colleges with its larged grouped windows and intimate scale. On the symbolic level 
too, it had attractive connotations of the English collegiate virtues.14 

The concept of a Collegiate Gothic quadrangle made much slower headway against the 
American tradition of separate buildings on a lawn. William Burges, an admirable 
English architect of the High Victorian Gothic, designed a monumental series of four 
quadrangles for Trinity College in Hy5tford, Connecticut, in 1873, but only one side 
of one quadrangle was ever finished. Acceptance of the quadrangle plan came first 
with Stanford University in 1888, designed by Olmsted and executed by Shepley, Rutan 
and Coolidge in a Richardsonian Romanesque. This was followed in 1891 by Henry Ives 
Cobb's designs for the University of Chicago, a quadrangle surrounded by four and 
five-story li~gstone piles that were vaguely Gothic but had no resemblance to Oxford 
or Cambridge. Charles McKim 1 s 1893 quadrangle for Columbia University was clothed 
in neo-classical forms, with a Pantheon-like library in the center. The following 
year, Cope and Stewardson designed a full-blown Jacobean dormitory group for the 
University of Pennsylvania that achieved a quadrangle scheme on a grand scale, 
which their buildings at Bryn Mawr and Princeton had only approximated. John 
Stewardson died tragically in a skating accident in 1896, but Walter Cope continued 
along the course they had begun together with Stewardson 1 s brother Emlyn as 
engineering partner. 
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The plan for Washington University united some of the best features of all Cope and 
Stewardson's previous collegiate buildings: The quadrangles from Pennsylvania, the 
refined stonework from Bryn Mawr and Princeton, the monumental tower from Blair Hall 
at Princeton; and turned them into a unified composition that was flexible enough to 
allow for changes in the University's course over the years. 

The key recommendation of the Olmsted plan and the one that still underlies the 
appearance of the university, was the leveling of the top of the hill to create 
a plateau. (This topography, which seems so naf~ral today, was achieved only by 
filling low spots as much as thirty feed deep.) The Olmsteds also suggested that 
the buildings be placed on the perimeter of this central high ground in an orderly 
but widely-spaced way. Walter Cape's idea was to pull the buildings closer together, 
breaking up the sprawling central area into more comprehensible units. Since money 
was available for only five buildings at first, Cape's plan promised an immediate 
impact. It called for a front (east) quadrangle composed of four buildings with 
the ends of two more filling in corners, a larger second quadrangle immediately 
behind that, and a cluster of residental quads flanking the chapel in the mid-portion 
of the plateau. Physical education facilities were grouped at the west end of the 
campus. 

The first buildings were started in late 1900 and mid-1901. They included Busch 
Hall, University (after rn27 called Brookings) and Cupples I forming three sides 
of the first quadrangle, Cupples II on the north side of the projected second 
quadrangle, and Liggett Hall (since 1963 called Prince Hall) the first dormitory 
in the mid-campus area. Brookings Hall, with its large tower based on Ca~~ridge 
precedents at St. John's and Trinity Colleges, dominated the whole group. 

The Louisiana Purchase Exposition 

Occupancy of the new campus was at first expected in the fall of 1902. In the mean­
time, however, plans for The Louisiana Purchase Exposition were taking shape. They 
called for a World's Fair in 1903 on a scale hitherto unknown, filling the western 
two-thirds of Forest Park and extending into the county. The Louisiana Purchase 
Exposition Company headed by former Governor David R. Francis, viewed the emerging 
campus as a site for additional activities and the new permanent buildings as 
appropriate headquarters for the Company. Robert Brookings, taking advantage of 
this situation shrewdly negotiated a lease agreement that provided funds for the 
new buildings: Tower Dormitory (in 1929 Lee Hall, since 1963 Umrath Hall), 
Ridgley Library (aided by a bequest from Stephen R~Sgley), and the combined athletic 
facilities of Francis Gymnasium and Francis Field . Ridgley Library filled the 
center of the west side of the main quadrangle with an arcade closely based on 



Form No. 10-300a 
(Hev. 10- 74) 

UN ITED STATES DEPA RTM ENT OF T HE I NTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

NPSUROflLT 

RECEIVED 

DATEI 

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY HILLTOP CAMPUS HISTORIC DISTRICT 

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 4 

the Canterbury Quadrangle of St. John's Col~Tge, Oxford, with some references to 
Nevill 's Court, Trinity College, Cambridge. In contrast to the early 16th 
century sources of Brookings, Ridgley carried the models of the campus forward to 
the 1630 1 s, thus enlarging the repertory of forms available for subsequent 
buildings. To quote an admirer of the following quarter-century, Ridgley "has a 
direct simplicity of form and a human charm of detail that gives tt genuine 
beauty. 11 22 

Ridgley's reading room, designed internally after the court style of Charles II (1660-
1685), extended into the space intended for the second quadrangle. In early 1902, 
Cope decided to divide this space in two as being too large to be aesthetically 
satisfying in any case.23 The daughter of James B. Eads (builder of the Eads Bridge, 
a National Historic Landmark) provided funds for a physics building at this time, 
and it was attached to the reading room to complete the south side of the new, 
smaller second quadrangle. 

Tower Hall added a second dormitory along the south side of the campus, while Francis 
Gym closed the main axis to the west. Thus, by 1903, Washington University, largely 
through the efforts of Mr. Brookings, had nine major buildings, as well as additional 
engineering laboratories, a power plant, the athletic field and other minor facilities. 

Part of the income from the lease was based on the probable postponement of the fair 
until 1904, which was in fact announced in 1902. Ultimately, every building was 
used in the fair, and the east lawn below the hill was covered with temporary 
pavilions of foreign nations: Argentina, Austria, ~~lgium, Brazil, China, Cuba, 
Holland, Italy, Mexico, Nicaragua, Siam and Sweden. Great Britian had a large 
pavilion designed as an enlarged · copy of .t~e Orangerie at Kensington Palace, set 
in an appropriate formal garden. The Br1t1sh Government also used the upper floor 
of Ridgley Library to display a selection of the gifts received by Queen Victoria 
on her Diamond Jubilee. The main reading room of Ridgley was called the Hall of 
Congresses and was used for a variety of gatherings, including a West Point ball. 
The other buildings were used as follows: 

Brookings - Administration. 
Busch - Division of Works; the architects of the fair, along with draftsmen and 

construction managers. 
Cupples I - Anthropology; including mummies in the basement. 
Cupples II - Jefferson Guard, the security headquarters for the fair. 
Eads - The Board of Lady Mana9ers, a group appointed by the fair to arrange 

activities of special interest to women. 
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Tower Hall - Dormitory for use by Exposition guests. 
Liggett (Prince) Hall - Dormitory used by the University to provide lodging to 

principals of secondary schools in the midwest who were 
visiting the fair. 

Francis Gymnasium and Francis Field - Physical Culture, culminating in the Third 
Olympiad. 

The Intramural Railway, which connected all parts of the fair, wound through the 
campus with stops northwest of Cupples II and immediately opposite (east of) the 
main gate to Francis Field. To the east, the Administration Building looked down 
the axis of Li-ndell Boulevard, whic b. was the 11 rnidwqy 11 of the fair, a carnival 
contrast to the air of scholarly dignity projected by the new campus. Although 
not specifically designed as exhibition structures, the early buildings at Washington 
University remain one of the largest extant groupings from the heyday of Worlds 
Pairs in tb.is country, probably surpassed only by San Diego's Balboa Park, a 
National Historic Landmark. 

III Olympiad 

As mentioned above, the third of the modern Olympic meetings was held on the 
grounds of Washington University in 1904. This was the first such event in the 
United States and remains along with the 1932 Olympic games held in Los Angeles, 
California, the only Summer Olympics held in this country so far. Francis 
Gymnasium and Francis Field, while provided for in the original campus designs, 
were built specifically to accomodate these Olympic activities. 

As previously mentioned, both facilities were named to honor David R. Francis, 
President of the Louisiana Purchase Exposition Company, and the person most respon­
sible for the success of that enormous undertaking. Francis (1850-1928) had already 
achieved a considerable reputation. After a successful career as a wholesale grain 
dealer and banker, and as publisher of the St. Louis Republic (to 1919), he had 
served as Mayor of St. Louis (1885-1889), Governor of Missouri (1889-1893) and 
Secretary of the Interior in McKinley's first administration (1896-97). He was 
subsequently to serve

2
gs Ambassador to Russia during the crucial period of 

revolution (1916-17). 

The ancient tradition of the Olympics had first been revived in Athens in 1896, 
through the inspiration and energetic promotion of Baron Pierre de Coubertin. The 
second quadrennial event was held in Paris in conjunction with the International 
Exposition of 1900, and the outstanding accomplishments of American athletes at 
these first two Olympiads poin ted to a site in the United States for the third 
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meeting. Chicago, which was actively enthusiastic about the Olympics, was the spot 
selected by the International Olympic Committee in 1901. David R. Francis, undeterred 
by this, cannily appointed as his chief of the Department of Physical Culture for the 
Louisiana Purchase Exposition James E. Sullivan, secretary of the (U.S.) Amateur 
Athletic Union and 11 a dominating factor in American amateur athletics. u27 Sullivan in 
turn announced that he would hold a major athletic competition in St. Louis in 1904 
with or without Olympic sanction. This threatened the financial projections of the 
Chicago planners and led in February 1903 to the transfer of the official designation 
to St. Louis. 

The Olympics in Paris had lost much of their impact to the larger spectacle of which 
they were a part, and the same was unfortunately true in St. Louis as well. Only 
eight foreign countries were officially repr.esented in the competition: Australia, 
Canada, Cuba, Germany, Greece (by two athletes), Hungary (then part of the A~stro­
Hungarian Empire), Ireland (not then a sovereign nation), and South Africa.2 Neither 
England nor France had official delegations, although individuals competed under the 
aegis of American and Canadian teams. Not surprisingly given the extent of competition, 
Americans dominated; in Track and Field, they won twenty-three of twenty-five events 
and swept all but five plac29· The only Negro at the games, G.C. Poage of Milwaukee, 
took two thirds in hurdles. 

The official games occupied the week from August 29 to September 3, and the pageantry 
included the presence of Alice Roosevelt, the President's daughter, to give out 
prizes. Attendance, however, was not as great as had been expected, due perhaps in 
part to several extremely bot days "of the kind that the St. Louis summer can be 
counted upon to produce in abundance. 11 30 Furthermore, the name 110lympic 11 or 11 0lympian 11 

as was then current, had been devalued by being attached to virtually every athletic 
competition that had been held at the fair since early May. These events had ranged 
from Bohemian and Turnverein gymnastics to handicap races and high school rallies. 
No doubt the most notorious of them had been the "Anthropology Days" held on April 12 
and 13, when representatives of various "aboriginal" racial groups including African 
pygmies, Ainus, Moros and Sioux Indians, competed in games for which they were for 
the most part untrained and physically unsuited. 

In spite of the rather modest popular impact the St. Louis Olympics had at the time, 
they were an important step forward in the history of amateur athletics in this country. 
Almost every record from the two previous Olympiads was bettered and done so by a 
college athlete rather than an older member of an athletic club. Both features 
were to be characteristic of future Olympics. In 1914 a monumental gateway was 
erected at the east end of Francis Field to commemorate this historic conjunction of 
events, never subsequently duplicated by the Olympics. 
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Later Construction 

In January 1905, the University moved into the buildings that had been vacated by the 
fair, and in April of that year an Arbor Day was held that established the system of 
planting that remains one of the notable features of the campus.31 Elms were planted 
in the Quadrangle (most of which have since died), Ginkos lined the walkway extending 
west from the north end of Ridgley, and pin oaks paralleled them along the south walk­
way as far as Tower (Umrath) Hall and from there west on to axis with Francis Gym­
nasium. A double row of maples extends north from Tower. These trees established a 
strong design system superimP.osed over but complimentary to the quadrangle plan. This 
desiqn should probably be credited to Henry Wright, who later achieved fame as a 
planner of new towns. He was at ~~e time in charge of the office of George Kessler, 
landscape architect for the Fair. 

Walter Cope had died unexpect3~1y in 1902, but he had apparently left numerous designs 
including one for the chapel. These designs permitted construction to begin on Mc­
Millan Dormitory for Women in 1906 and on Graham Chapel in 1907. Both buildings were 
sited according to the original campus plan and supervised by James P. Jamieson, who 
had set up the office of Cope and Stewardson in St. Louis in 1900 and who had supervised 
construction of the first buildings. McMillan Dormitory is perhaps the fullest 
expression of the residential quadrangle system as envisioned by Cope. Graham Chapel 
serves as the main focus of the central portion of the campus and closes the axis from 
Francis Gymnasium. It is also key to establishing the stylistic tone of this area, 
with an outline similar to Kings 3~ollege Chapel, Cambridge, and reminiscent of other 
contemporary collegiate chapels. 

After the Chapel, there was a hiatus of over a decade before construction began again, 
during which time the University became increasingly hard-pressed for space as enroll­
ment nearly tripled. Meanwhile, James P. Jamieson, who had returned to Philadelphia 
on th.e death of Cope, returned to St. Louis in 1912 to set up his own practice (taking 
George Spearl as partner in 1518), and he was strongly in favor of a continuation of 
the original plan and style. In 1919 Charles Henry Duncker, Senior, committed the 
funds for a new building in memory of his son, Class of 1914, who had died in the 
First World War. Mr. Duncker specified that the new building be designed by Frank 
M. Cann, also a 1914 graduate (School of Architecture) and h~6 son's close friend, who 
was now in partnership with Angelo Corrubia (Class of 1911). As Duncker Hall was 
intended for thenorthwest corner of the first Quadrangle, this change in architects 
might have signaled a radical departure from the style thus far established. Fortunately 
the University asked Jamieson and Spearl to act as associate architects for this 
project, and the following year when funds were pledged for January Hall, the pendant 
building at the southwest corner, Jamieson and Spearl were hired alone. Thereafter, 

--------
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the firm of Jamieson and Spearl remained as campus architects for the next thirty 
years, even after Jamieson's death in 1941, and the Collegiate Gothic style as 
established by Walter Cope was maintained. 

In the matter of planning, however, Jamieson had less influence. Gabriel Ferrand, 
faculty member of the School of Architecture, advocated a new plan keeping the 
quadrangle as 11 a modern Acropolis of knowledge", but creating a new area for the 
arts in the forecourt between Brookings Hall and Skinker Boulevard and expanding 
the departments behind and to the west of the quadrangle: The Natural Sciences to 
the souj9, and Engineering to the north, in an area to be closed to the west by the 
chapel. The Ferrand plan was effectively though not officially adopted. The 
south half of the forecourt was begun in 1921-26 with Bixby Hall for the School 
of Fine Arts (not included in this nomination). Wilson Hall for Geology, given 
in 1922 and completed the following year, was located facing Eads southwest of the 
quadrangle, and Rebstock (1925-1927) also freestanding, was entirely outside the 
scope of the plan. Both buildings did however relate to the central plateau in 
the manner established at the beginning: Two stories facing the central space, 
dropping to three stories to the outside. Together they define the south edge of 
the campus in the gap left between the earlier buildings. 

In l9j~ fund raising started for the Women's Building, which was completed in 
1928. It was built near McMillan Hall, then the women's dormitory, as had been 
the original plan, but it was sited without any obvious reference to the buildings 
on the opposite side of the campus, leaving a large gap where there should have 
been something to close the axis created by Tower Hall and the maple walkway. The 
University's decision in 1924 to erect a row of nine fraternities at the west end 
of the campus cost ~Bother opportunity to reinforce the quadrangle concept in 
the dormttory area. 

When anonymous gifts in 1933 permitted the construction of a new Physics building, 
Wayman Crow Hall, its site was chosen on the basis of tests conducted to determine 
a location "reasonably free from vibration." The site selected was just north of 
Cupples I, and the building was designed to complement the eastern elevations of 
Cupples and Brookings. The 1934 bequest for the Brown School of Social 4~ork was 
seized on as an opportunity to restore balance to the hilltop grouping. It 
achieved this goal very effectively, but at the cost of precluding any expansion 
of the Chemistry Department then located next door in Busch. This problem was 
finally rectified in 1951-52 by the construction of Lauderman Hall as a new, 
expandable, chemistry department. Lauderman filled in the space next to Cupples 
II and opposite Rebstock Hall, thus completing the row that extends west past the 
Women's Building to McMillan Hall. 
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Lauderman Hall was the last building on the campus to be built by Jamieson and Spearl 
and the last in the Collegiate Gothic style. It was preceded in 1948-50 by the 
Sever Institute, which introduces triangularly patterned brickwork into the 
heretofore entirely stone campus.42 On the other hand, Sever fills the gap between 
Duncker and Cupples II in harmony with the original plan, and its·~ arch and tower 
close the east end of the walkway that is closed at the west end by the arch and 
tower of McMillan Hall. 

In summary, it can be said that in spite of the shortcomings of campus planning and 
construction after 1920, the result at the end of the fifty years was a campus of 
remarkable harmony of color, scale, and pattern, one that faithfully reflected the 
intentions of the Olmsted brothers, Walter Cope and James P. Jamieson. Internal 
alterations of the buildings have effected their external appearance only minimally. 
New buildings have with only two exceptions been held behind the central area of 
the campus, and those exceptions, the Olin Library 1960 (Murphy and Mackey), and 
the Beaumont Pavilion, 1965 (Bernoudy Mutrux Bau~3), have both been praised for 
their sensitivity to thetraditions of the place. 

Notable Associations 

Washington University has always attracted outstanding scholars, including, in 
the Medical School, several Nobel Prize winners. The series of chancellors has 
been particularly outstanding. William Chauvenet, second chancellor (1862-69)

44 was a mathematician and astronomer who founded a family of notable scientists. 
The fifth chancellor, Winfield Scott Chaplin, who served from 1891 to 1907, was 
a mathematician also, and a student of physics.45 He was the first chancellor to 
occupy the new campus. His successor, David Franklin Houston (1866-1940), a 
historian, came from the Presidency of the University of Texas at Austin. He 
left St. Louis in 1913 to become Secretary of Agriculture in President Wilson's 
cabinet, retaining that position until February 1920, when he became Secretary 
of the Treasury. After leaving office with Wilson, Houston took up a third 
career in big business, first as President of Bell Telephone Securities Company, 
then in 1925 becoming Vice President of American Telephone and Telegraph, and 
from 4g27 until his death President of the Mutual Life Insurance Company of New 
York. 

Herbert S. Hadley (1872-1927) became chancellor of Washington Universi'ty in 1923 
after an already distinguished career in law and politics. A lawyer from Kansas 
City, he had been elected Attorney General of Missouri in 1904 and Governor in 
1909, the first Republican to hold that office since Reconstruction. His success 
and popularity in those posts led to his name being placed in nomination for the 
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Presidency at the Republican National Convention of 1912, the notably rancorous 
one at which Theodore Roosevelt's supporters split from William Howard Taft, the 
incumbent President. Hadley came to Washington Univ~7sity from Colorado Univer-
sity where he had been a professor of Law from 1917. In 1924, during his tenure 
as chancellor, h~8was offered the Vice-Presidential nomination by Calvin Coolidge 
but declined it. He resigned in 1926 and died the following year. 

Arthur Holly Compton (1892-1962} won the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1927 .for work 
done primarily in Eads Hall at Washington University, while he was Wayman Crow 
Professor of Physics (1920-23). His discovery that the wavelength of X-rays changes 
on scattering was termed the Compton Effect. From 1923-45 he taught at the Univer­
sity of Chicago (his home there is a National Historic Landmark). In 1945 he 
he returned to Washington University as chancellor, whtch position he held until 
1953. During this second residence in St. Louis, Compton also served on the U.S. 
National Commission for UNESCO (1946-50).49 

The survey of Missouri's historic sites is based on the selection of sites as 
they relate to theme studies in Missouri history as outlined in 11 Missouri 1 s State 
Historic Preservati,on Plan. 11 The Washington University Hill top Campus Historic 
District, therefore, is being nominated to the National Register of Historic Places 
as examples of the themes of 11 Architecture, 11 11 Education, 11 11 1.,andscape Archttecture, 11 

and 11 Recreation. 11 

FOOTNOTES 

1. Allen, Johnson and Dumas Malone, eds. Dictionary ·of American Biography (New 
York ; Scribner ~ s, 1931}, Vol. VI, pp. 82-83. 

2. William Hyde and IJo~ard L. Conard, Encyclopedia of the History of St. Louis 
(Ne~ York: Soutttern History Co . , 1889), Vol. IV, pp. 2458-2464. 

3. Quoted by Hyde. 

4. Donn Walter Hayes, 11 A History. of Smith Academy of Washington University, '' 
Unpublished d·issertation (Washington University, 1950). 

5. McCune, Gill, The St. Louis Story (_Hopkinsville, · Ky: Hi.storical Record 
Association, 1952), Vol. I, pp. 250-251. 

6. William G. Bowling, "Names That Live, 11 Unpublished Manuscript (Washington 
University Archives), Chapter 2. 
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7. Margaretta J. Darnall, "Campus Planning in the 1880 1 s, The Olmsted .Contribution, 
and the Competition for Washington University, 11 in Buford Pickens -and Margaretta J. 
Darnall, Washinton Universit in St. Louis: Its Desi n and Architecture (St. Louis 
Washington University, 1978 . 

8. Ibid. 

9. James P. Jamieson, Inttmate Histot Of the Cam us and BOildin s Of Washington 
University, St. Louis (St. Louis: Mound City Press, 1941 , p. 9. 

10. Edward Teitelman and Richard W. Longstreth, Architecture in Philadelphia: A 
Guide (Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 1974). 

11. Ralph Adams Cram, "The Work of Messrs. Cope & Stewardson," The Architectural 
Record, Vol. XVI, No. 5 (Nov. 1904), pp. 407-438. 

12. Ralph V. Hammett (Architecture in the United States [New York: John Wiley & 
Sons 1976]) calls it 11 Tudor Eclectic, 11 while Walter C. Kidney (The Architecture of 
Choice [New York, Braziller, 1974]) calls it 11 Jacobean. 11 The term 11 Jacobethan'1is 
defined by Marcus Whiffen in American Architecture s~nce 1780 (Cambridge, Mass.: 
MIT Press, 1969), pp. 178~82. 

13. Thomas B. Greenslade, A Walking Tour of Historic Kenyon College (Gambier Ohio: 
Kenyon College, n.d.). 

14. Talbot Faulkner Hamlin, Tf'.te Ameriean Spirit in Architecture (New Haven, Yale, 
1926), pp. 236~237, 

15. Henry-Russell Hitchcock, Architecture: Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries 
(New York: Penguin Books, 1969 [1958]), pp. 265-266. 

16. Pickens and Darnall. 

17. Dorothy Brockhoff, 11 The Hi.lltop Campus," Washington Univetsity Magazine, Winter 
1975, p. 7; Jamieson, p. 12. 

18. Samuel Cupples was the business partner of Robert Brookings. Adolphus Busch 
was the force behind the Anheuser-Busch Brewery in St. Louis, a National Historic 
Landmark. 
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19. Hanslip Fletcher, Oxford and Cambridge delineated (London: Pitman, 1910), 
Plates XLVIT and LII. 

20. Buford Pickens, "Serendipity at the Fair: Washington University and the 
Louisiana Purchase Exposition of 1904, 11 in Pickens and Darnall. 

21. Doreen Yarwood, The Architecture of England (London, Batsford, 1963), p. 196. 

22. Hamlin, p. 249. 

23. Jamieson, p. 27. 

24. Margaret Johanson Witherspoon, Remembering the St. Louis World's Fair (St. 
Louis: The Folkstone Press, 1973), map. 

25. Bowling, passim. 

26. Ibid., Chapter 10. 

27. Bill Henry, An Approved History of the Olympic Games (New York: Putnam, 1948), 
p. 71. Other references pp. 68-85. 

28. John Kieran, Arthur Daley, and Pat Jordan, The Story of the Olympic Games 
(Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott, 1977 [1936]), p. 41. Other references pp. 39-50. 

29. Henry, pp. 80-81; Kieran, p. 44. 

30. Kieran, pp. 45-46. 

31. Brockhoff, p. 5. 

32. Darnall, "Campus Planning in the l880's, 11 note 17. 

33. Cram, p. 438. 

34. Jamieson, p. 31; Calder Loth and Julius Trousdale Sadler, Jr. (The Only Proper 
Style [Boston: New York Graphic Society, 1975], pp. 54-55) suggest Eton College 
Chapel as th.e closest source. 

35. "James P. Jamieson," unpubl. notes (Washington University Archives); Jamieson, 
''The Washington Un iversity Group Plan,'' Washington University Record, Vol. XV, No. 
V (April 1920), pp . 4-6. 
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36. Alexander S. Langsdorf, "The Story of Washington University 1853-1953, 11 unpubl. 
MS (Washington University Archives, 1956), p. 439. 

37. Gabriel Ferrand, 11A Greater Washington University: It's Architectural Problem, 11 

Washington University Record, Vol. XV, No. III (February 1920), pp. 2-11. 

38. Langsdorf, pp. 440, 463; ~owl in~ Chapters 13 and 15. 

39. Langsdorf, p. 463. 

40. Jamieson, Intimate History, p. 26. 

41. Langsdorf, pp. 492-493. 

42. Buford L. Pickens, "Architecture as the Symbol," Washington University Magazine, 
Nov. 1961 , p. 22. 

43. George McCue, The Building Art in St. Louis: Two Centuries (St. Louis: 
American Institute of Architects), pp. 65-66; Brockhoff, p. 7. 

44. Who Was Who in American History: Science and Technology (Chicago: Marquis), 
p. 104. 

45. Ibid., p. 103. 

46. Johnson and Malone, Ed. , Vo 1 . XI, pp. 321-322. 

47. Ibid., Vol. IV, pp. 80-81 . 

48. St. Louis [Missouri] Post DisQatch, December 2, 1927. 

49. Bowling, Chapter 34. 
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3. Cram, Ralph Ad&rns. "The Work of Messrs. Cope & Stewardson," The Architectural 
Record, Vol. XVI, No. 5 (Nov. 1904), pp. 407-438. 

4. Ferrand, Gabriel. 11A Greater Washington University: Its Architectural Problem, 11 

Washington University Record, Vol. XV, No. III (Feb, 1920), pp. 2-11. 

5. Gill, McCune. The St. Louis Story. Hopkinsville, Ky.: Historical Record 
Assoc,, 1952, Vol. l. (_Vol. I, pp. 250-251). 

6. Hamlin, Talbot Paulkner. The American Spirit in Architecture. New Haven: 
Yale University Press, 1926. 

7. Hassler, G. Herl inger, J.E., and ~ O'Neill, A.C. "Pocket History of Washington 
University. "Unpublished manuscript, 1926. 

8. Henry, Bill. An Approved History of the Olympic Games. N.Y.: G.P. Putnam's 
Sons, 1948. 

9. Hyde, William and Conard, Howard L. Encyclopedia of the History of St. Louis. 
N.Y.: Southern History Company, 1899, Vol. IV. 

10. Jamieson, James P. 
University, St. Louis. 

Intimate History of the Campus and Buildings of Washington 
St. Louis: Mound City Press, 1941. 

11. Jamieson, James P. "The Washington University Group Plan, 11 Washington Univer­
sity Record, Vol. XV Vol. V (April, 1920), pp. 4-6. 

12. Johnson, Allen and Malone, Dumas, ed. Dictionary of American Biography. 
N.Y. Charles Scribner's Sons, 1931, Vols. VI, VIII and XI. 

13. Kieran, John; Daley, Arthur and Jordan, Pat. The Story of the Olympic Games. 
Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott, 1977 (1936). 

14. Langsdorf, Alexander S. "The Story of Washington University 1853-1953. 11 

Unpublished manuscript, 1956. 

15. Loth, Calder, and Sadler, Julius Trousdale, Jr. The Only Proper Style. Boston: 
N.Y. Graphic Society, 1975. 

16. Pickens, Buford L. "Architecture as the Symbol , 11 Washington University Magazine, 
Nov. 1961 , pp. 19-23. 
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17. Pickens, Buford, and Darnall, Margaretta J. Washington University in St. Louis. 
St. Louis: Washington University, 1978. 

18. St. Louis [Missouri] Post Dispatch, December 2, 1927 (obituary of Herbert S. 
Hadley). 

19. Study, Guy. 11 Washington University, St. Louis, Missouri, 11 The Architectural 
Record, Vol. · XXXVII, No. 1 (Jan. 1915), pp. 65-75 . 

20. Thomas, William L. History of St. Louis County, Missouri. St. Louis: S.J. 
Clarke, 1911, Vol. I. 

21. Vickery, Robert. 11Architectural Image of the University, 11 Washington University 
Magazine, Fall, 1965, pp. 24-32. 

22. Witherspoon, Margaret Johanson. Remembering the St. Louis World's Fair. St. 
Louis: The Folkestone Press, 1973. 
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the intersection of Forsyth Boulevard and the unnamed transverse road that crosses 
the campus between Brookings and Givens Halls; Thence north along the midline of 
this transverse road to Millbrook Boulevard, thence west to a point on an imaginary 
line drawn along the east front of Compton Hall; thence south to a point opposite 
the juncture of Compton and Crow Halls; thence west through this juncture to the 
north-south footpath between Compton and Urbauer Halls; thence south and west along 
this path and the adjoining path past the south front of Urbauer Hall and continuing 
west along the north front of Cupples Hall Number II to the path between that hall 
and Bryan Hall; thence north to the south front of Bryan Hall; thence in an irregular 
line along the south fronts of Bryan Hall and McMillan Hall; thence north along 
the west side of McMillan Hall to the sidewalk parallel to the east-west campus 
drive; thence west along tbis walk to the north-south staircase and walkway on the 
north-west side of McMillan Hall; thence south along this walkway and in an irregular 
line around the west side and west wing of McMillan Hall to the east-west Fraternity 
Row walkway; thence along this walkway to the north-south walkway paralleling the 
east edge of the Francis Field parking lot; thence west along the south edge of 
the parking Jot and continuing west past the north side of Francis Gymnasium to 
Big Bend Boulevard; thence south along the east side of Big Bend Boulevard to 
Forsyth Boulevard; thence east along the north side of Forsyth Boulevard to a point 
on an imaginary north-south line drawn along the west side of Prince Hall; thence 
north to a point on an imaginary east-west line drawn along the south end of the 
west wing of Unrath Hall; thence east along this line and continuing east past the 
north front of the Mallinckrodt Center; thence north then east around the northeast 
wing of the Mallinckrodt Center, and continuing east past the north front of Busch 
Laboratory to a point opposite the juncture of Busch Lab and Rebstock Hall; thence 
south through this juncture and in an irregular line generally east around the south 
front of Rebstock Hall; thence continuing east past the north front of Monsanto 
Laboratory and the south front of Wilson Hall to the east edge of the north-south 
drive that enters the campus from Forsyth Boulevard just west of Brown Hall; thence 
south along this edge to Forsyth Boulevard; thence east along the north side of 
Forsyth Boulevard to the starting point. 
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W A R R E N G . M A G N U S O N , W A S H . , C H A I R M A N 

J A M E S B . P E A R S O N , K A N S . 

R O B E R T P . G R I F F I N . M I C H . 

T E D S T E V E N S , A L A S K A 

B A R R Y G O L D W A T C R , A R I Z . 

B O B P A C K W O O D , O R E O . 

H A R R I S O N H . S C H M I T T , N . 

J O H N C . D A N F O R T H , M O . 

H O W A R D W . C A N N O N ^ J P ' -
m i S ^ L L B . L O N G , L A T 
E R N E S T F . H P L < l - I N C S , S . C . 
D A N I E L K . I N O U Y E , H A W A I I 
A D L A I E . S T E V E N S O N . I L L . 
W E N D E L L H . F O R D , K Y . 
J O H N A . D U R K I N , N . H . 
E D W A R D Z O R I N S K Y , N E B R . 
D O N A L D W . R I E G L E , J R . , M I C H . 
J O H N M E L C H E R . M O N T . 

E D W A R D A . M E R L I 8 . S T A F F D I R E C T O R 

T H O M A S G . A L L I S O N . C H I E F C O U N S E L 

J A M E S P . W A L S H , G E N E R A L C O U N S E L 

M A L C O L M M . B . S T E R R E T T , M I N O R I T Y S T A F F D I R E C T O R 

Htniieb ^{ctie& Senate 
C O M M I T T E E O N C O M M E R C E . S C I E N C E , 

A N D T R A N S P O R T A T I O N 

W A S H I N G T O N . D . C . 2 0 5 1 0 

December 20, 1978 

Mr. C h r i s Delaporte 
D i r e c t o r 
Heritage, Conservation and 

Recreation Service 
Department of I n t e r i o r 
1951 C o n s t i t u t i o n Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Delaporte: 

I was r e c e n t l y informed of the approval by the 
M i s s o u r i State Advisory C o u n c i l on H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n 
of the nomination of the Washington U n i v e r s i t y campus to 
the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r . 

As you may know, Washington U n i v e r s i t y i s c e l e b r a t i n g 
i t s 125th anniversary t h i s year, and I b e l i e v e i t would 
be a f i t t i n g t r i b u t e to the U n i v e r s i t y ' s many c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
to St. Louis and the n a t i o n f o r i t s campus to be placed on 
the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r during t h i s year. Because the 
U n i v e r s i t y ' s h i s t o r y and a r c h i t e c t u r e are so r i c h and 
s i g n i f i c a n t I'm sure there i s no question that i t belongs 
on the Re g i s t e r . I do hope, though, t h a t the review process 
w i t h i n your agency can be completed i n time to bestow t h i s 
honor during t h i s c e l e b r a t i o n year. Any a c t i o n you can take 
t o see that t h i s i s accomplished w i l l be g r e a t l y appreciated. 

I look forward to hearing from you about t h i s important 
matter. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

John C. Danforth 
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; •.r C..h t. ,.., ._. · •· .... ,·.•. r1.·c1· :t CRK 

Tl:e Honorable C<=:cil D. Anrlrus 
Secret:·.1.-Y of t·he 
Ua.shiil~:,tou, D. C. 

Intt=:rior 
) .. () :21+0 

.. ·.·.' ·'~·;·er-;, D.1.: .... CS10 

It: li"'s coyne to my _,;_ttent:Lcn that the Missoln:i State Advisory 
C,x:·nc.il C•n iii.st.•JTic Pn:S·"''~ .a.:.:ion has nom:i.11<1t:cd W<=1shj_ngton 
1h j_vc:'.c~ity Hillt.:,yp C.s.G1,·c~-; ;Jis~.:oric District to the Na.tio112l 
F.c~zist12r, noting its si::_,.:i.fir::anc..2 as .:1 National Histo:r .. ic Landmark. 

\i.q•;hington t~nive;:-s i ty is ::; .;eking this dr'- 2 iena.tion for sever a 1 
reasOi1S: 20 of the r;.:or:~~ than 50 buildinp;s 0;1 the hilltop campus 
.qre desi..3-,·1cd i:1 th,:: r.:0J J. .. ~gj[;t:e Gothic styJ c. These buildings 
of red grani tc, (1;.'S i_;~ne.d over a 50 year '..:,eriod, fu:cm the co-1:e 

· uf the c.:..mpus, al(»ng "(Ji th the lands caped open spaces recom­
mended by Frederick Law OlL1sU::d' s firm in a p.t:e]_j_1n:in:1ry site 
plan. In 1903, the: c.::.tr:p11s 1,:as leased to the Lo 1_:isLma Purch.:=;:;e 
~ •,• (' . '.' _, "t 1 1 . ., :1 '',:·:l)'.)SJ.CJ_On vO::"!j)·"ny WJ.1lCD rr.;-11 e :L -s -1e.::::JJ<l_llP.rr1:::rs t::L10.j.'~ .::EF 

i.t c-ilso SC"J..·~.r;r.1. as ;1 site :i:u.r 2Jidition:d. c".ci:ivii:ics .~c.:t.· th:~ "'.iorld's 
J!'aj_r. 'Th.is J~eo.sj_·11 1g r:ter.ee·1n•).r1t 1)1 .. ovirli'~d i:tr11ds f"c>r .3c;':;e1-:-a.l I11::t.v 
ae:21d~:inic b1_:.ildings \-ihich ·~·l<.:rc constructed and u:.;ecl dur:in;·r, t:1e 
F.::tir. I·'i.nally, the ·i~hird of the m0den1 Olympic 1:~n-: 1.:.s '::as h(~ l_d 
on the g1om~cl.:; of \-.'ashington UniveJ.':.;ity in 1904, t.>e fi..rst 
event of this kind held in the United StRt~s. 

Hashing ton University is cele1n·2ting its 1 ?5Lh er<,LLv•-:rsary this 
aearl.emic y1;0.r, and it would be e:>:trernely fitti .. ng· that the T)ni­
vei.·s i. ty n~cei ve des igEa ti on as a N<.i tioTtal EL; tor:ic L.i.ncn.•rk. 
Vould it be possible to ezpc:di te the re·vi..ew of ;:his app l icati 'Jn 
so that if a favorable decision is mad(~, then a cercnirmy 
a~·1n-.rr1ing \-Jash i.ngton University Landmi3»:k ;3 Lg tus could coi.ncic1e 
with it:s anniversary celebration. 

Thank you for your a.tt.ention in this matter. 

Yours very t·,:t;.ly, 
, ____ .. 

- ~-. -- .,, 

TFE: •.hlb 

'I\_., 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MISSOURI 

Date Entered JAN 1 2 1979 

Ncune Location 

Washington University Miltop Campus St. Louis vicinity 
Historic District St. Louis County 

Also Notified 

Honorable John C. Danforth 
Honorable Thomas F. Eagleton State Historic Preservation Officer 
Honorable William L. Clay Mr. Fred A. Lafser 

State Department of Natural Resources 
1001 SW. Blvd. 
P.O. Box 176 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 

NR Byers/bjr 1/29/79 

• For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 
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JAN 2 2 1979 
H0t1orable John c. Danforth 
United States Senate 
llashington,· D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Danforth: 

This is in response to your _ft~:C:emb:~T ~;io;!£97:8«, inquiry regarding. the 
ffashinston University Hilltop campus lii.storic District. St:. Louis 
Coun:ty, Missouri. 

We are pleased to ~form you that the Sashington University Hilltop 
Campus Historic ~trlct was listed in the National Register of 
llist.oric Places on January 12, 1979. En.closed far your information 
is a leaflet ~la1ning the National ~egister program. 

If we can b.e of fUTther assistance, please let .t,ta ~ov. · We appreciate 
your interest in hi~oric preservatlc;>n •. 

Enclosure 

cc: Mr. Fred A. Lafser 
Director 

S~erely, 

Cttft\S T. DElAPORJE 
.,.·, 

ChriS Tberral Delaporte 
Director 

State Department e:t··N.~~ura:f~;:I~.esou~~;~~ 
P.O. Box 176 . ._, ·; ', · 
Jefferson City, Missouri 6.Sj'.oI 

bee: Director's Reading File 
Associate Director, Connally 
Chief, OAHP 
FHR-Lumpkin 
FHR-CL 
CL 
NR 
POR - 6 77 0 ' " . 

. FHR:W Brabham: lw: 343.:_640i; i'!-15-79 
BASIC FILE RETAINED IN NR 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MISSOURI 

... ~~ 

1'•._ ____ ------ ------------------'-------------------------
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~rable ~ v .. EagletQD 
~ted St.~t:ea Senate 
Vash1ogt~. D.C. 2051& 
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I NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET 
i l ) N A M E as i t appears on federal register: j(g)OTHER NAMES; j^date oi entry: county cod«-

Washington University Hilltop Campus Historic District JAft 12 f^J^ '^^^ 
1(5) L O C A T I O N street & number c i t y / town v i c i n i t y of state county (g)NP5^ftebiON: 
u s e e r eve r se S t . Lo'^uis MO S t . L o u i s Mid Cont inen 

( g ) N P S ~ R E G l O N : 

Mid Continent 

OWNER [̂ RIVdTE DSTATE DMUNICIPAL DCOUNTY DMULTirLE DFEOERALCagency name)_ ^ADMINISTRATOR:. 

EXISTING SURVEYS DHABS DHAER D N H L ^ F U N D E D ? DYES D N O | ( § ) C O N G R E S S . D I 

mm m\mi 

S O U R C E of N O M I N A T I O N DSTATE D FEDERAL. 

mm* mm$x mtmî   
Dm, M«t. 

II state who prepared lorm? 

• LOCAL DPRIVATE ORGANIZATION 

(CONDITION 
• excel lent 
Dgood 
D f a i r 

• deteriorated 
• r u i n s 
• unexposed 
• unexcavated 

• altered D o r i g i n a l site 
• unaltered • m o v e d 
• reconstructed G u n k n o w n 
• excavated 

@features' . ^•SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 ^DSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 ^DSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT• 3 

2DN0T INTACT-O NOT INTACT-O 

^•UNKNaWN-4 i^DUNKNOWN-S 5 D t 

S D NOT APPLICABLE-7 3 D NOT APPLICABLE-8 

gDNOT INTACT - O 

ID NOT APPLICABLE- 9 

| @ A C C E S S DVES-Restr ic ted • YES-Unrestricted D No Access D Unknown @ADAPTIVE USE DYES D N O SAVED' DYES IS P R O P E R T Y A H I S T O R I C D I S T R I C T ? D Ve* •"<> 

| @ A R E A S OF S I G N I F I C A N C E : 
DARCHEOLOGY-prehistoric-2 D COMMERCE-6 

DARCHEOlOGY-historic-1 • COMMUNICATIONS-

DAGRICUlTIIRE-3 • CONSERVATION-8 

• ARCHITECTURE-4 • ECONOMICS-9 
• ART-5 • EOUCATION-10 

• ENGINEERING-11 
• ENTERTAINMENT-26 

• EXPLORATION -12 

• HEALTH-27 

D INDUSTRY-13 
• INVENTION-M 

• LANDSCAPE ARCH. 

D LAW-16 

D LITERATURE-17 

D MILITARY- 18 
• MUSIC- 19 
D PHILOSOPHY-20 

D POLITICS/GOVT.-21 • RECREATION-28 

• REtlGION-22 •SETTLEMENT-29 

• SCIENCE- 23 DURBAN PLANNING-31 
• SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN-24 • OTHER (SPECIFY) 

• SOCIAL / CULTURAL-30 
• TRANSPORTATION-25 

^ C L A I M S : exp la in 
^ f i r s t ' D 

' oldest' • 

'only ' • 

• ^ f u n c t i o n s 
1 WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: 
1 CURRENTLY: 

^ d a t e s of initial construction: 
major alterations: 
historic (vents: 

E T H N I C G R O U P 
^ A S S O C I A T I O N 

1 ^ arch i tec tura l style (s): ^ a r c h i t e c t : ^ m a s t e r builder: ^ e n g i n e e r : 

l ^ l a n d s o a p e architect / garden designer: ^ i n t e r i o r decorator: ^ ar t is t : p a r t i s a n : ^bu i lde r / con t r ac to r : 

I N A M E S give role & date 
PERSONAL: 

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

^ N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R W R I T E - U P 

I rvviawers i n i t i a l s . _date_ IIF ADDITIONAL SPACE N E E D E D . N U M B E R S. PUT O N R E V E R S E I 
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WMtt~~~o~ Jra~~e§!i- t\LLroP l'AMeu, fi3ro8ft.. Cl.SJP;KI' Z•ao343" 
(Resource Name) (Reference Number(sJ) 

SJ: Lm." {m • c _.) t/13¥&1'1 
(County) (State) 

5 I u... /_BB_ 
(Date form completed) 

~~~ 
(Completed· by) 

4. TR _ 5. MRA _ 6. OVER-_ 7. NPS - _ 8. DOE - _ 9. RESTRICTED 
SIZED UNDOCUMENTED OWNER OBJECTION 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

... Status: Entire Folder ( ); Nomination ( ); Map(s) ( ); Photos ( ) 
Available on: Microfiche ( ); Optical Disk ( ) 

(Cause for removal) 

(NHL Name, If different than NRHP Name) 

(If multi-state/county TR, state/county where filed and location) 

(TR or MRA Name) 

(If multi-state/county MRA, state/county where filed and location) 

(Location of oversize file) 

(Current source of partial documentation) 

COMMENTS: ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
(Where found, or source of replacement) 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE National Register of Historic Places 
Locator Card 

I I 
(Date Removed) 

I I 
(Date Designated) 

I I 
(Target Date) 

I I 
(Date Found/Replaced) 
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