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DESCRIPTION 
CONDITION C H E C K O N E C H E C K O N E 
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—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Grim Building stands just east of the county courthouse square in the 
downtown business district of Kirksville, Missouri. It is constructed of red 
brick, laid in common bond, with added detailing in white limestone. Its L 
plan rests on a foundation of quarry faced, limestone ashlar blocks and it is 
capped by a tar and gravel roof which slopes gently from south to north. This 
roof Is concealed behind a brick parapet which decreases in height from front 
to rear along the east and west sides of the building. 

The major (south) facade of the Grim Building measures 55'4" while that on the 
north measures only 48'3" due to a decrease In the width of the building at a point 
9' along its eastern side. The building measures 59'8" along the east and west. 
An alley runs along its west side and a one story brick office building nearly 
abuts its east wall. A brick warehouse, rectangular In plan, which was con­
structed at the same time as the main building, is located 13' to the north of 
its north wall. 

EXTERIOR 

The primary facade of the Grim Bui ld ing features sculptural deta i ls of English 
Gothic and I ta l ian Renaissance-Baroque design which character ize what has come 
to be known as the Jacobethan Revival s t y l e . In the central bay of th is three 
bayed facade Is the main entrance to the bui ld inq which features a limestone 
basket-handle arch 7'8" in width which springs from impost level quoin headers. 
Resting below the arch and above the quoin headers to e i ther side Is a unique 
" c a p i t a l " composed of two spindle shapes, the larger rest ing on the smal ler. 
This arched entryway is dominated by a limestone hood mold executed in high 
r e l i e f featur ing sh ie lds , dragons, grapes and an elaborate acanthus r inceau. 
A pa i r of molded and paneled wooden doors, each with a rectangular transom, 
f i l l s the back wall of the entranceway. The large central l i g h t in each, door 
echoes the shape of the main arch above. 

D i rec t l y above the arch, at the top of the parapet which caps th is facade, 
a cartouche rests on a t r iangu lar pediment which has a l i o n ' s head, carved in 
high r e l i e f , centered in i t s tympanum. Below the pediment and at the center 
of the parapet wal l i s a sc ro l l ed plaque carved with the date, "A.D. 1905" and 
flanked by two large sc ro l l ed brackets. Below th is a smoothed stone architrave 
is supported by modi l l lons and inc ised with the name, "Grim Bu i ld ing" . The 
parapet is fur ther embellished by a molded limestone str ingcourse below and a 
s im i la r cornice above, and squat engaged p i las te rs of brick which are capped 
with squat kraters. Each of these kraters once supported a slender obel isk 
topped with a b a l l . In add i t ion , two sculptured medallions are located on the 
parapet. That to the east represents a bearded man and that to the west, a 
woman. 

The fenestrat ion of the three bayed south facade features two t r i p l e t groupings 
of 1-over-l l i g h t , double-hung windows in each f lanking bay. A window pa i r 
in a s im i la r design caps the main entrance and a s ingle window with Ident ical 
de ta i l i ng i s located to e i ther side of the basket-handle arch. Each window 
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group is decorated with limestone lugsills, lintels and quoins, while 
staggered limestone quoin headers embrace the facade at its east and west 
extremes. 

The other facades of the Grim Building are of simple design, embellished only 
with segmental arches of brick above their numerous windows. A rear entrance 
is located to the north and a subsidiary entranceway on the east side has 
been closed with wooden planks. 

INTERIOR 

The f i r s t and second f loors of the Grim Bui ld ing are divided into o f f i ce space 
(see p lan) . Notable features Include oak woodwork on the f i r s t f l oo r and 
mirrored chimney pieces embellished with Doric and Ionic c l ass i ca l d e t a i l i n g , 
glazed t i l e s and ornate cast metal screens on both f l oo rs . 

A f u l l basement with a concrete f l oo r and limestone wal ls i s reached by an 
i n t e r i o r stairway from the f i r s t f l oo r . None of the rooms here i s presently 
in use. The basement Is the locat ion of a vault and the furnace (see p lan) . 

ALTERATIONS 

On the south facade an Iron r a i l i n g in the center of the steps has been added, 
and the obel isks have been removed from each of the four stone kraters which 
rest on the parapet. The or ig ina l wood platform and steps at the north end 
have been replaced by concrete, and iron ra i l i ngs were added. Or ig ina l l y the 
bui ld ing was heated with steam generated by a coal furnace and by gas f i r e ­
places. E l e c t r i c l i gh t with power provided by a Delco system was augmented by 
gas l ight . Today the bui ld ing is heated with steam generated by a natural gas 
furnace and f lourescent l i gh t ing f ix tures replace the former ones. In ter ior 
wal ls in the southwest corner of the f i r s t f l oo r have been replaced by wood 
panel ing. On the second f loo r the c e l l i n g has been lowered and the p las ter 
replaced by bui ld ing board. Ce i l ing t i l e has been i ns ta l l ed In the o f f i ces 
on the east s ide. 

PRESENT STATUS 

The s i t e of the Grim Bui ld ing was, at one time, designated as a p r i o r i t y 
parking area for downtown K i r k s v i l l e . The la tes t c i t y p lan , however, indicates 
no plans to demolish the bui ld ing and the owner i s dedicated to i t s preservat ion, 
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The Grim Bui ld ing In downtown K i r k s v i l l e , Missouri Is a f ine local example of 
the Jacobethan Revival s ty le of design. This s ty le Is rare ly found In Missouri 
outside major c i t i e s . In add i t ion , th is bu i l d ing , along with several streets 
in K i r k s v i l l e named Grim and the Grim-Smith Hosp i ta l , serves as a,memorial to a 
once prominent family of phys ic ians, educators and c i v i c leaders. 

In 1904 Ezra C. Grim, M.D, and his brother, Edward A. Grim, M.D. hired the St. 
Louis archi tectura l f i rm of Weber and Groves to design a bui ld ing for the i r 
p rac t i ce . They Intended that I t should provide a sui te of o f f i ces and operating 
rooms as wel l as space for business o f f i c e s . The p r inc ip le arch i tec t was Albert 
Bart leton Groves (1866-1925) who se t t led in S t . Louis a few years a f te r graduating 
from Cornell Univers i ty In 1888. In 
Weber and Groves which became Weber 
Groves pursued his profession alone, 
of the Union Avenue Chr is t ian Church 
St . Mary's Hospital (1923) and, with 
completed a year a f te r his death, a l l In St 

1891 he became a partner in the f irm of Grable, 
nd Groves in 1893. A f te r Weber died in 1905 

He i s espec ia l l y remembered for his designs 
(1907), Westminister Presbyterian Church (1916) 
Thomas C. Young, the Masonic Temple, 

Louis , Missour i . A .L . Holmes, a 
K i r k s v i l l e contractor , successfu l ly bid to erect the bu i ld ing for $11,248. With 
the heating system and the construction of the warehouse to the rear the to ta l 
cost came to $15,000. 

The Grim brothers were prominent K i r k s v i l l e physicians and c i v i c leaders for many 
years. They pract iced medicine and surgery in the sui te of rooms on the east side 
of the f i r s t f l oo r of t he i r bu i ld ing . When, In 1909, they erected a hospital on 
East Patterson Street in K i r k s v i l l e , Ezra moved his pract ice to the new bui ld ing 
which, In 1924, became known as the Grim-Smith Hospi ta l . Edward continued to 
pract ice medicine in the su i te of rooms In the Grim Bui ld ing unt i l his death in 
1936.*^ 

The bui ld ing remained in the Grim family un t i l i t was purchased in 1964 by H. 
Gordon C o l l e t t , a grandnephew of the Doctors Grim. Most of the renovations and 
a l tera t ions were made during the period of his ownership. It was sold again in 
1970 to Dr. Barry Gushleff and In 1975 to Michael W. Mulford and Gary D. Lewis, • 
prominent K i r k s v i l l e attorneys. In January, 1979 Mulford became the sole owner. 
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out l ined in "Missour i ' s State H is to r i c 
therefore, i s being nominated to the 
an example of the themes of "Archi tecture" 
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