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INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

Missouri 

Marion 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

A N D / O R H I S T O RI C 

Missouri Archaeological Survey number 23^8 

2. LOCATtON 
S T R E E T A N C N U M B E R : , „ , , , . . . j . V f ' " ' 

lAJ<vv-AiiCA. , .,Xejiter.-Jif..IndTan-.Moun(i Park subdivision* 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Hannibal 

Missouri 63402 
jT" CLASStFTcATION 

29 
Marion 127 

CATEGORY 

(•Check One) 
OWNERSHIP S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

• D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g 

[ 3 Site • S t ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

• P u b l i c 

KU P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

1 1 In Process 

[ 1 Be ing Cons ide red 

[ 1 Occup ied 

1 1 Unoccup ied 

P rese rva t i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

[ 1 U n r e s t r i c t e d 

[ 1 No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I i A g r i c u l t u r a l 

Commerc ia l 

[ I Educa t i ona l 

I I En te r ta inment 

[ I Government 

1 1 Indus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

I I Museum 

• Pork ( P r i v a t e ) X • T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

• Private Residence • Other (Specify) 

{ I R e l i g i o u s ^ 

I I S c i e n t i f i c 

[71 Comments 

N . O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 

1 1973 

O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Marion-Ralls Chapter of the Missouri Archaeological Society 
STREET AND NUMBER: / i , T J r> r- j _ 

c/o Mr. Harold Green, Secretary 
2702 Hubbard Street 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Hannibal Missouri 63402 
C O D E 

5. LOCATfON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C ; 

Office of the Recorder of Deeds 
STREET AND NUMBER; 

Marion County Courthouse 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Palmyra 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

Missouri 63461 
29 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1 9 3 5 t O p r e S e n t • Federa l Q(] Stote • County • L o c o l 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Missouri Archaeological Survey 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Missouri Archaeological Society 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

15 Switzler Hall—University of Missouri 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Columbia Missouri 65201 22_ 

•Congressional Distr ict 9—Rep. William L. Hungate 
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7 , O E S C R t P T l O N 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

R ] E x c e l l e n t • Good • Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

(Check One) 

• A l t e r e d Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved U ] O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( H f t n O W n ; P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Osterhout Mound Park is the focal point of Indian Mound Park Sub-division 
in Hannfbal, Missouri, ^ I t consists of four mounds in a line extending*, 
northwest-southeast on a lot measuring one hundred by two hundred feet. 
The mouOtis ia:re approximately 25 to 40 feet in diameter and from 7 to 10 

. feet high. 

'th? southern-most mound (Mound 1) was vandalized in the past--probably in 
the 1930's. Restoration work has since been completed on that mound. 
Damage y/as estimated to be minimal and to the best of anyone's knowledge 
and/or memory, none of the other three mounds has ever been disturbed. 

Prior to the development of the area, the mounds lay on a high ridge 
approximately one mile west of the Mississippi River. Approximately one 
half mile to the south lay one very large mound. Furthermore, to the 
west about one mile there was an unusually large mound which is s t i l l 
evident today. Each of these mounds, or mound groups, lay on a high ridge 
Water was probably gathered from a spring which was approximately equi­
distant from all points. Today highway construction has destroyed the 
large mound to the south of Osterhout Mound Park and paved over the spring 

Housing development in the Indian Mound Park sub-division has been quite 
prolific. Wedge-shaped lots now surround Osterhout Mound Park on all 
sides. During construction of the residences in the area, no architectur­
al features were found and only very few artifacts. The placement of 
these three mound groups around the spring would indicate some occupation 
area but apparently not in the immediate vicinity of either the Osterhout 
mounds nor the large mound to the south. 

Inasmuch as the Osterhout Mounds have never been described in the liter­
ature, all information for this form was obtained from an interview and 
the legal records of the Marion-Ralls Chapter of the Missouri Archaeolo­
gical Society, present owners of the Osterhout Mound Park, and from com­
parisons with other known sites in the area. 
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I .SIGNIFICANCE 

z 

UJ 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

U P re -Co lumb ian 1 • 16fh Century 

• I S t h Centu ry • 17th Century 

• 18th Century 

• 19th Century 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(sl (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i no l 

KH P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

I I A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I 1 Commerce 

I I Commun ica t ions 

Oti C o n s e r v o t i o n 

[ I Educa t i on 

[ 1 Eng ineer ing 

I I I ndus t r y 

i I I nven t i on 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus ic 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

Q Sc ience 

[ 1 Sculp ture 

1 I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

n Thea te r 

T ranspo r ta t i on 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

'Osterhout Mound Park in Hannibal, Misso^iri, is s 
example of undisturbed Woodland Mound^ound in 
represents the culmination of the many years of 
butions to the knowledge of Missouri prehistory 
Chapter of the Missouri Archaeological Society. 

ignificant as a fine 
an inland area.Ĵ j I t also 
dedication and contri-
by the Marion-Ralls 

Little scientific research has been conducted in the northeastern corner 
of Missouri. Those characteristics which separate cultures into sub­
cultures and periods into phases have not adequately been defined for 
this region of Missouri. iThese mounds are probably^of Woodland author­
ship, but their position in that culture period, i.e. Early, Middle, or 
Late, is uncertain. The lack of any cultural debris from the mounds 
further complicates their exact placement in time but enhances their 
scientific potential.y , 

The location of these mounds is another aspect which bears investigation. 
Woodland mounds all across the northern half of Missouri and elsewhere, 
line the bluffs of the major rivers such as the Mississippi and the 
Missouri and most of the secondary rivers such as the Blackwater, Lamine, 
Osage and Gasconade. Careful study of a topographic map shows the Oster­
hout Mounds and the mounds to the south and west of them to be on the 
high points of a very small valley--one mound at the head of the valley 
and two mound groups of either side of the mouth as i t flows into the 
Minnow Branch of Bear Creek which eventually empties into the Mississippi 
River. Within this small valley was the all weather spring and perhaps 
a wet weather creek--a likely place for a village or camp rather than 
burial mounds. No evidence of habitation, however, has ever been found. 
The function of these mounds and their relationship to the other two 
mound groups certainly provides a wide range of testable hypotheses for 
carefully controlled scientific research. 

The Marion-Ralls Archaeological Society was formed in the early 1930's 
prior to the founding of the Missouri Archaeological Society. Since that 
time, however, they have become a chapter of the state society and their 
members have been active surveyors of the area and contributors to the 
various professional publications of the Missouri Archaeological Society. 

On June 14, 1960, Mrs. Alice Osterhout, Vice-President of the Indian 
Mound Investment Company, conveyed that area of land commonly known as 

m.'. ..... 



9. MAJOR B I B L I O G R A P H f C A L R E F E R E N C E S 

Eichenberger, J . Al len, "Investigations of the Marion-Ralls Archaeologi­
cal Society in Northeast Missouri." The Missouri Archaeologist, 
No. 19, Dec. 1944. ^ — 

10> G E O G R A P H I C A L D A T A 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE  

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

39° 42' 27 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

91° 23' 30 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: less than 1/? acre: ?n,nnn «:n fppt 
I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

C O U N T Y 

H FORM P R E P A R E D B Y 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Susan B. Traub, Chief Research 
ORG ANl Z A TI ON 

STREET AND NUMBER; 

State Historical Survey & Planning Office 
Missouri State Park^nard 

P.O. Box 176, 1204 Jefferson Building 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Jefferson City 
12. S T A T E LIAtSON O F F I C E R C E R T I F I C A l l O N 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • ^^ ta te ^ i j Local • 

TitleDirectlpr of Parks and Missouri 

Date 

State Liaison Officer 

^ pre ?>-

Missouri 65101 
N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R V E R I F I C A T I O N 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 
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AND/OR HISTORIC: Mlssourl Ar chaBolo g l ca l Survey Number 2j5MAti_ _ ~ 

Center of Osterhout Mound Park S u b d l v f a ^ ^^CElVEl] '5 

S T A T E 

M i s s o u r i 
C O U N T Y 

M a r i o n 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

APR 1 1199 

DEC 13 1972 

NATIONAL 
Marlg^ REGISTER 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red . 

2. North arrow. Map show ing l o t s i n s u b d i v i s i o n and 
3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. b o u n d a r i e s o f mound p r o p e r t y . 
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'Form 10-301 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

\ i , NAME 

S T A T E 

Missouri 
COUN TY 

Marion 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER DATE 

APR 1 i M/J 

C O M M O N : Osterhout Mound Park 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

|_ |2. LOCATiON 

U 
r> 

Missouri Archaeological Survey Number 23MA8 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Center of Indian Mound Park Subdivision//^^^ ^[CEi\/fiQ\R. 

^ DEC 13 ,972 S Hannibal 

Missouri 

3. MAP REFERENCE 

C O D E 

-29— Maric)pJ SÎ J'ONAL 

Map of Indian Mound Park Subdivision 
UJ 

UJ 

2 5 / 8 " = 300' 
no date 

4, REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 
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Date Entered 
APR 111973 
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Also Notified 
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Director, Midwest Region 
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MlMouri ftaU M t Bwur* 
Poat Of no* 17( 
120<» JefferwA BHllding 
JeffMW City, WaMMirl 65101 
NEowland:lmp k-26-73 


