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T w Excellent ] Good [ Fair [] Deteriorated [J Ruins [J Unexposed
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[ Altered K] Unaltered ] Moved X] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Bgferhout Mound Park is the focal point of Indian Mound Park Sub-division
in Hann?bal, Missouri. ‘Mt consists of four mounds in a line extending=
northwest-southeast on a lot measuring one hundred by two hundred feet.
The.mounds “are approximately 25 to 40 feet in diameter and from 7 to 10

.- feet high.

‘The southern-most mound (Mound 1) was vandalized in the past--probably in
the-1930's. Restoration work has since been completed on that mound.
Damage was estimated to be minimal and to the best of anyone's knowledge
and/or memory, none of the other three mounds has ever been disturbed.

Prior to the development of the area, the mounds lay on a high ridge
approximately one mile west of the Mississippi River. Approximately one
half mile to the south Tay one very large mound. Furthermore, to the
west about one mile there was an unusually large mound which is still
evident today. Each of these mounds, or mound groups, lay on a high ridge
Water was probably gathered from a spring which was approximately equi-
distant from all points. Today highway construction has destroyed the
large mound to the south of Osterhout Mound Park and paved over the spring

Housing development in the Indian Mound Park sub-division has been quite
prolific. Wedge-shaped lots now surround Osterhout Mound Park on all
sides. During construction of the residences in the area, no architectur-
al features were found and only very few artifacts. The placement of
these three mound groups around the spring would indicate some occupation
area but apparently not in the immediate vicinity of either the Osterhout
mounds nor the Targe mound to the south.

Inasmuch as the Osterhout Mounds have never been described in the liter-
ature, all information for this form was obtained from an interview and
the legal records of the Marion-Ralls Chapter of the Missouri Archaeolo-
gical Society, present owners of the Osterhout Mound Park, and from com-
parisons with other known sites in the area.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

iOSterhout Mound Park in Hannibal, Mis;gyfq, is significant as a fine
example of undisturbed Woodland Mounds“found in an inland area.® It also
represents the culmination of the many years of dedication and contri-
butions to the knowledge of Missouri prehistory by the Marion-Ralls
Chapter of the Missouri Archaeological Society.

Little scientific research has been conducted in the northeastern corner
of Missouri. Those characteristics which separate cultures into sub-
cultures and periods fﬁib phases have not adequately been defined for
this region of Missouri. aThese mounds are probably jof Woodland author-
ship, but'their position in that culture period, i. g. Early, Middle, or
Late, is un€ertain. The lack of any cultural debris from the mounds
further complicates their exact placement in time but enhances their
scientific potential.y ,

The location of these mounds is another aspect which bears investigation.
Woodland mounds all across the northern half of Missouri and elsewhere,
Tine the bluffs of the major rivers such as the Mississippi and the
Missouri and most of the secondary rivers such as the Blackwater, Lamine,
Osage and Gasconade. Careful study of a topographic map shows the Oster-
hout Mounds and the mounds to the south and west of them to be on the
high points of a very small valley--one mound at the head of the valley
and two mound groups of either side of the mouth as it flows into the
Minnow Branch of Bear Creek which eventually empties into the Mississippi
River. Within this small valley was the all weather spring and perhaps

a wet weather creek--a likely place for a village or camp rather than
burial mounds. No evidence of habitation, however, has ever been found.
The function of these mounds and their relationship to the other two
mound groups certainly provides a wide range of testable hypotheses for
carefully controlled scientific research.

The Marion-Ralls Archaeological Society was formed in the early 1930's
prior to the founding of the Missouri Archaeological Society. Since that
time, however, ‘they have become a chapter of the state society and their
members have been active surveyors of the area and contributors to the
various professional publications of the Missouri Archaeological Society.

On June 14, 1960, Mrs. Alice Osterhout, Vice-President of the Indian
Mound Investment Company, conveyed that area of land commonly known as
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Eichenberger, J._A]]en, "Investigations of the Marjon-Ralls Archaeologi-
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Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE :
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Item #8, page 1
OSTERHOUT MOUND PARK SITE

"C1iff Dwellers Playground" to the trustees of the Marion-Ralls Chapter of
the Missouri Archaeological Society in memory of and as a memorial to the
late Silas 0. Osterhout. This property is to be held in trust for the
purpose of maintaining the area including the use and preservation of the
same as an archaeological monument. This trust will continue in perpetuity
as provision is made for the death or resignation of the trustees and the
sale or pledge of any part of the property is prohibited.

The survey of Missouri's archaeological sites is based on the selection of
significant sites as they are related to both the twelve archaeological
themes and the six physiographic regions as defined in "Missouri's Compre-
hensive Statewide Preliminary Historic Preservation Plan." Osterhout
Mound Park is therefore being nominated to the National Register of Historid
Places because it is an example of the Woodland themes (5,6, and 7) in the
Northeast Prairie Region (II).
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2. North arrow.
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