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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Scarritt Building, constructed by the architectural firm of Root
and Siemens in 1906-1907 on the Northwest corner of Ninth and Grand

streets in Kansas City, Missouri, is an eleven story, steel skeleton,
frame supported by a double basement and éﬁééphed in brick and terra
cotta walls with rich terra cotta ornament. At ground level and be-
1§§ji§ﬂis rectangular in plan (120 x 97 feet) but changes to a modi-
fied "H" plan at the second story. A Chicago School facade is appli
to its south and east street sides while its north and west inn%;//

< BN OB
Y &”/,

block elevations remain unadorned. //\\/ D

EXTERIOR

The south and east facades of the building are divided into thrae.
major horizontal areas: a base, a shaft, and a cornice. The fir
two stories of the structure make up the area of the base. The
ground floor level of the building's east side is characterized by

a large vertical gray granite terra cotta pier at each end and another
in the center that divide the level into two equal areas. The northern
section of the east facade encompasses a new, modern main entrance
flanked by two large windows, while the southern side includes an
original fanlighted secondary door also flanked by plate glass show
windows.

The ground floor of the south facade is slightly different in design
due to its location on the steep slope of Ninth Street. The basement,
which remains underground on the east side of the building, is grad-
ually revealed by the downward slope of the hill on the south side.
Both the ground and basement levels of the south facade are charac-
terized by a series of eight small plate glass windows, each alter-
nating with a terra cotta mullion. The only exception is the sixth
bay to the west at the basement level which is replaced by a small
canopied doorway.

The second story of the east elevation is also vertically divided by
wide clay piers into three major areas. These are again divided in
two, thus forming six uniform sections. Each of these sections is
filled with an identical large "Chicago Window." This system of
fenestration is repeated on the south facade with the addition of an
ornate terra cotta screen in the center. The screen is designed to
soften the transition from the lower rectangular portion of the
building to the upper modified "H" plan portion. It shields a court
three bays deep and two bays wide (25 x 48 feet) and bears the legend
"SCARRITT BUILDING, 1906."

The shaft portion of the structure consists of the next seven stories
and is constructed of light buff vitrified brick as opposed to the

(cont.)
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SCARRITT BUILDING AND ARCADE

gray terra cotta of the base, Like the second story, the seven
stories of the shaft area of the east elevation are divided into
six sections, but here, each section is again divided by a terra
cotta mullion, creating twelve vertical rows. Each row contains
one plate glass window per floor. This fenestration is repeated
on the face of the south side and in the light court. The court,
however, is constructed of white enamel brick for increased light
reflection.

A terra cotta string course separates the shaft area trom that of
the vitrified brick cornice area which consists of the two final
stories and the cornice itselt. Therwindow system of the lower
seven floors is repeated at the top two levels on both the south

and east facades with the addition of a terra cotta frame around _;,f

each window unit corresponding to the "Chicago Window'" unitsg’
below. The structure is capped by an overhanging cornice and,a,
flat roof. e
Terra cotta ornamentation enhances the design throughout, ' A rlch
decorative motif surrounds the upper half of each second story
window and another geometric design covers the cornice. Ornately
molded terra cotta also marks the corners of the structure at -
string courses, at the tops and bottoms of mullions and at the
tops of the eleventh story windows, Terra cotta antefixae m ed
in positions above the major mullions and brick piers acceﬂfﬁzzz
the cornice. -

INTERIOR

The interior of the building is also elaborately finished. The

basement and sub-basement contain the utility equipment for the

building, but they also each contain a decorated elevator lobby.
The lobby floors are constructed of tile and the walls are wain-
scoted with marble. A marble dog-leg stairway and four elevator
cars lead to the upper floors,

The main floor is divided in half. The southern, left half is
occupied by the Kansas City Gas Service Company, while the right
half includesa few small shops and the large main elevator lobby.
The floors of the entire first story are constructed of tile,

and all the walls were originally wainscoted with marble trimmed
with bands of ornate Sullivanesque metal ornament. Although
this wainscoting still remains in the Gas Service Co., it has
been removed from the lobby.

(cont,)
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The upper floors are sectioned into a number of irregular offigg T’lﬂff\
spaces. The tile floors and marble wainscoting are carried Q< o

throughout the corridors. All the woodwork is mahogany.

The Scarritt Building Arcade, facing west on Walnut Street,
small, four story, steel frame structure connected to the Scarr
Building by a tunnel running from the ground floor of the Arcade
to the sub-basement of the main building.

SCARRITT BUILDING AND ARCADE

ARCADE

It is faced with una-

dorned brick on the north, south and east sides,.and WIth a
ranged ashlar Chicago School facade on the west side.

EXTERIOR

The ground floor elevation of the west facade is vertically

separated into three major areas by four heavy piers.
area measures sixteen feet wide and contains a recessed triple
It is flanked by two slightly narrower areas, one
to either side, each enclosing a large show window.

entranceway.

elaborate terra cotta ornament runs the width of the facade

directly above, and the first floor ends at a slight,

terra cotta overhang.

The upper three floors are treated as a single unit and the verti-
cal division of the first level is maintained throughout,
fenestration is identical at each story.
dows are situated in the central area of each floor, while two

such windows are situated in each of the flanking ones,

The three main vertical sections of the upper floors are outlined
with masonry moldings that terminate over the fourth floor windows
in a flamboyant terra cotta ornament.

roof,

The first floor is characterized by a central passageway leading
to the tunnel connecting it to the main building.
and restaurants line either side of the corridor.

INTERIOR

The building has a flat

Small shops

At the center

of the left side, two elevator cars and a half-turn stair lead

The central
A band of

decorative

The
Three plate glass win-
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SCARRITT BUILDING AND ARCADE

to the upper levels, Each upper floor is penetrated by a double
light well, and offices are arranged around it,

ALTERATIONS

1. The original marble ornament has been removed from the main
elevator lobby,

2., The main entrance on Grand Street has been modernized. New
glass doors replace the original doors and the ornamental
terra cotta arches that decorated the entrance have been
boarded over and hidden from view.

3. Drop ceilings have been placed under a11 the skylights of the
arcade,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Scarritt Building is significant as a frankly modern American
building, strongly influenced by the architectural dictates of Louis
Sullivan and the Chicago School and completely typical of the "new
skyscraper architecture of the early 1900's. Of added significance

is the curious disorientation of the building's plan in regard to

main entrances, as well as the plan of its Arcade, for both serve

as fine examples of the turn-of-the-century need for natural light,

(The Need for the Preservation of Kansas City's Architectural Heritage,
Kansas City: 1969) and the Arcade has one of the last skylighted
interior open walls in Kansas City.

The Scarritt Building is modern in both construction and design. The
interior steel skeleton forms a powerful structural basis for the
exterior expression, but the facing over the frame does not directly
reflect this true structural fact. Instead, it aesthetically dis-
closes the nature of the skeleton. Steel columns are covered some-
times by piers and sometimes by mullions, but every exterior element,
despite its factual relation to the frame, gives a feeling of verti-
cality and scale and expresses the height and strength inherent within
the frame without destroying the unity of the composition.

The architectural theory behind this work is strongly influenced by
the Chicago School, particularly Louis Sullivan. In an article in
Lippincott's Magazine in 1896, Sullivan explains exactly how a sky-
scraper ought to be built, and the Scarritt Building is a typical
translation of that thought.

Sullivan's essay describes five practical conditions to be met: first,
a story below ground containing the mechanical equipment; second, a
ground floor with an entrance attractive to the eye and common to all
spaces in the building; third, a second story accessible by stairs,
stressing large expanses of space and glass; fourth, an indefinite
number of stories of offices built layer upon layer, all alike; and
fifth, an attic space to complement the cellar. According to Sullivan,
the design should naturally follow from these practical considerations,
For him, "form ever follows function' and, in the case of the sky-

scraper, the structure should logically fall into three major areas:

(cont.)
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SCARRITT BUILDING AND ARCADE

the base, shaft, and cornice, with the vertical elements stressed

to express height. Where function changes, form changes, and

where function does not change, form does not change. The lower
stories of a skyscraper's base have different functions and should
reflect their differences in the design, while the stories of the
shaft all serve the same purpose and, thus, should express the
same form, (John Burchard, The Architecture of America, Boston:
1961.)

This is the law that influences and controls the design of the
Scarritt Building. The structure falls into three sectionms,
stresses its vertical elements and reflects its function by the
changes and similarities of its form, It is an excellent example
of the "correct" way to build a modern turn-of-the-century sky-
scraper. ' ;

The building is also an outstanding manifestation of the turn-of-
the-century love of natural light., Kansas City terrain and busi-
ness called for a main entrance on Grand, and traditional archi-
tectural planning called for this entrance to be located between
the arms of the "H" plan. 1In the case of the Scarritt Building,
this meant orienting the light court to the east, thereby losing
most of the south and west light. The desire to get as much of
this natural east/west/south light into as many offices as possible
was apparently so strong that architectural propriety was abandoned
and, although the main entrance was placed on the east, the light
court was turned to the south,

This same need for natural light is also evident in the Arcade where
there are two large three-story light wells penetrating the center
of the building.

The survey of Missouri'!s sites of historical and architectural sig-
nificance is based on the selection of sites as they relate to
theme studies in Missouri history as outlined in "Missouri's
Comprehensive Statewide Historic Preservation Plan.'" The Scarritt
Building is, therefore, being nominated to the National Register
of Historic Places because it is the finest example of a Chicago
School skyscraper in Kansas City, the urban-center of Missouri's
Northwest Prairie Region, and because it is a unique example of

the turn-of-the-century preoccupation with natural light,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

'Form 10-301
(Dec. 1968)

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

Missouri

COUNTY

Jackson

FOR NPS USE ONLY

qNTRY NUMBER

DATE

L

D0/

COMMON Scarritt B"j |djng

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUM BER:

| Corner of Ninth and Grand streets

CITY OR TOWN:

__Kansas City

STATE:

COUNTY:

SOURCE

Scarritt Buildin nd Arcad nsas City:

EZAI_E:

1/16" = 1t

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

IForm 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE .
Missouri

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY
Jackson
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY JUMBER ey il
/3.9 00/ 3/57'

COMMON::

STREET AND NUM BER:

819 Walnut Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Kansas City

STATE: CODE |COUNTY:

Missouri 64100 29 Jackson

SOURCE:

SCALE:

DATE:

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES couNTY
PROPERTY MAP FORM

Missouri

FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) SN ORY

DA

common: Scarritt Building

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUM BER

Corner of Ninth and Grand streets

CITY OR TOWN:

L Kansas City

STATE: CODE |COUNTY:

64100

Jackson

Scarritt Buildin nd Ar :

SCALE: 1/16" = 1° ~/

9207

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required. C}/
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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IForm 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE :
Missouri

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES B
Jackson
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) P IRYENIMBER SOME |
773, r/

COMMON:

Scarritt Building

AND/O

STREET AND NUM BE

Corner of Ninth and Grand streets

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE:

Kansas City

CODE [COUNTY: CODE

095

DATE:

Mi 6
~,/ E\\l
U.S.G.S. 7.5' Qu " St S no\ )
SCALE: 1224000 LA

1964

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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SICTICN Ll1-—-FIDIRAL ACERTY ACTIOR

A

OMB Approval No. 2/-R0O21&

SECTION 1—APPLICART/RECIPIENT DATA

2. APPLI- a. HUMBER 3. STATE . NUMBER
FEDERAL ASSISTANCE s APPLICA: 78020097 -y
1. TYPE PREAPPLICATION APPLI- b. DATE IDENTI- b. DATE Year month day
SETieN gﬁ] APPLICATION CATION - Year month dav | pipp ASSIGNED 1979 3 24 >
“i‘;""‘a“"‘ [[] ROTIFICATION OF [MTENT (Opt) | reave
0z) [ REPORT CF FEDERAL ACTIGH Blank

4. LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT

5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO.

s. Applicant Namo : Depariments of Natural Resources

b. orgenizstion Ut~ : Office of Historic Preservation 6

c. Streat/P.0, Box : P.0. 30x 176 PRO- 8. NUMBER [1[5]e[S]0]4}

¢ city : Jefferson City e cumy : Cole L

. State : Missouri g 2P Code: 657102 Federal

k. Contact Person (Name d S noff Caialog) T
a:x?phm N:A), : g‘fﬁ}gl-mggepe ° Historic Preservation

7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION CF APPLICANT'S PROJECT The Scar-itt Blﬂ]d-

A-State

ing and Arcade Restoration/Stabilization Project. g uous
The Scaritt Building is significant as a good exanplig Ditric

~County

of the Sullivan and Chicago School. Typical of good |&Gv
"new skyscraper architecture" of the early 20th cen- |6&-Seeisl Purpose

tury. The purpose of the project is to stabilize the]

District

€. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT
H-Community Action Agency

I- Higher Educational Institutior:

J-Indian Tribe
K-Other (Specify):

Enter appropriate lelier @

roof and cornice and complete necessary brick work. | gsic crant
Restoration of significant architectural elements wi1{lB-Supplemental Grant

also occur. The period of restoration

stabilization |Gton

9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE

D~Insurance
E-Other Enter appro-
priate letter(s)

10. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT (Names of cities, counties,
States, etc.)

Kansas City, Jdackson County

11. ESTIMATED NUM- 12. TYPE OF APPLICATION

s PERSUNS | A-New C-Revision
BE EFITING B-Renewal D-Continuation

Statewide

E-Augmentaticn
Enter a.pyropriau letter @

13. PROPOSED FUNDING 14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF: 15. TYPE OF CHANGE (Forslsc c}r 12¢)
0= T A-Increase Dollars F-Othsr ecify) ¢
o. FEDERAL | § ¢6,U0U .00 | 8. APPLICANT b. PROJECT g:luecuasog)olltafs iR
ncrease Duraticn
b. appLicANT| 38 ,435 00 8th 4th D-Dscrease Duration
e. STATE 00 | 16. PROJECT START 17. PROJECT E-Canceliution
: DATE Year month day DURATION Enter appro- EL_]:I
d. LOCAL .00 19 78 ? Months priate lciter(s)
¢. OTHER 00 | 18. ESTIMATED DATE TO Year month day |19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER
- - BE SUBMITTED TO e
. tota |$66,435 00 FEDERAL AGENCY P 13 70 7 25

20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST (Name, City, State, ZIP code)

21. REMARKS ADDED

USDI/ HCRCS/0.A.H ) Yes [J No

22. ! Tc tue Lest of my knowledge and beliof, | b. If required by OMB Circular A-G5 this application was submitied, pursuant to in- No re- Fkegponze
3 daia in this preapplicstion/application are structions thersin, to appropriate clearinghcuses and all responses are attached: sponse attached

THE true end correct, tha document has been

APPLICANT | duly authorized by tha governing body of . o . o G g

CERTIFIES | the applicant and the applicant will comply | (1) Missouri Office of Administration D D

THAT p with the sttached assurances if the essist~-| o M A R.C. D

ance is approved. @ D

23. a. TYPED NAME AND TITLE
CERTIFYING| Robert S. Townsend, Acting

cemmewve | Director and SHPO

TURE, ¢. DATE SIGNED
; Year mth day
'7’<4¢ii§if§;;;274’ézﬂkg; © 78 5 a8

24, AGENCY NAME
Department of the Interior

25. APPLICA- Year month day
TION 78 29
RECEIVED 19

26. ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT Service
Heritage Conservation & Recreation

27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE

Grants Administration Div,

28. FEDERAL APPLICATION
IDENTIFiCATION .

29. ADDRESS

18th and C Streets NW, Washington, D.C. 20240

30. FEDERAL GRANT
IDENTI!

it

34. Year month day
STARTING
DATE 19 78 8 1

35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA- | 36. Year month day

31. ACTION TAKEN |32 FUNDING Year month day
T3 8 AWARDED a. FEDERAL s 28,000 .00 | 33. AcTion pATER 10 /8 8 16
o R IFIEGTRD B AL BN 38’ 31; : A9 TION (Name and tclephone mumber)
[ ¢ RETURNED FOR | c. STATE .00

AMENDMENT d. LOCAL 00 Stephen D. Newman
([ ¢. DEFERRED . OTHER .00 202 523-5472
[ - WITHDRAWN f.  ToTAL s 00,345 .00

ENDING ;
pate 19 80 2 28
37. REMARKS ADDED

[] Yes [No

38. 8. In tsking above sction, any comments recsived from clearinchouscs wera con-
sidered. If zgency response is due undor provisions of Part 1, OM3 Circular A-35,

FEDERAL AGENCY It has been or is being made.
A-95 ACTION

b. FEDERAL ACENCY A-95 CFFICIAL
(Name and telephone no.)

Same as #35

424-101

SY*NDARD FORM 424 PAGE 1 (10-75)
Pnun‘bal by G3A, Federal Management Circvlar 74-7



WARREN E, HEARNES
GOVERNOR

BOARD

CARTER V. BLANTON
CHAIRMAN
SHELBINA

CONN C. WINFREY
VICE-CHAIRMAN
LEBANON

CHARLES TYE EVANS
ST. JOSEPH

ROBERT M. WOLPERS
POPLAR BLUFF

HUBERT E. LAY
HOUSTON

GERALD B. ROWAN
KANSAS CITY

MISSOURI STATE PARK BOARD

P. O. BOX 176 ® 1204 JEFFERSON BLDG.
JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI 65101

AREA CODE 314 TELEPHONE 635-9156

January 20, 1971

JOSEPH JAEGER, JR..
DIRECTOR

Dr. William Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register

Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
National Park Service

U. S. Department of the Interior

Washington, D. C. 20204

Dear Bill:

Please find enclosed five (5) completed National Register
nomination forms and related data approved by the Missouri
State Park Board's Advisory Council on Historic Sites and
Buildings, and Advisory Council on Archaeological Sites.

These forms are signed by Mr. Joseph Jaeger, Jr., P.L. 91-243

State Liaison Officer, and the sites are thereby formally

nominated to the National Register of Historic Places.
Sincerely,

MISSOURI STATE PARK BOARD

Orval L. Henderson, Jr.
Assistant Director
Historical Divisfon I -
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H3IO~HR

dr. Joseph Jaeger, Jr.

Sirector

Hissourl Btate Park Poard

Post Office Box 176

1204 Jeffsrson Suilding

Jsfferson City, Misgeuri G51C1

Doar M. Jaeger:

We are pleased to inform vou that the historic properties listed on
the enclosure have been placed on the Hational Register of kistorie
Flaces. JSenators Stuart Symington and Thomas F. laglston and
feprementative Richard Dolling are being informed. A leaflst
explaining the Mational Register is enclosed for cach of the property
owners., Please withinld and publicity on this until you have received

a caricen cory of the Congrsssional corvesyondence,

Tinvorely yours,

o 2, ,/‘Qi"
Lirector
Enclosures
MAR 3 19743

Enterad in the tiational Ragister

cC:
HR
SMarusin:mm 3/9/71 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR




cc: Director, Midwest Region

HR

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR

3/9/71

SMarusin:mm

H3C-¥R MAR § 19N

Hon. Stuart Symiagton

United States Senats

Washington, D, C,

Dear Senator Symiagten:

We ares pleamed to infors you that the historic properties listed on
the enclosurs have been nominated by the State Lisison Dfficer
appointed by the Coversor for the implementation of the Hational
Historic Preservation Program in Missouri and bhave been entered into
the kHational Register of Mistoric Places. Senator Thomas P. Eagleton
and Reprasentative Richard Bolling have also been provided with this
information. By copy of this lstter, the State Liaison Sfficer,

Hr. Joseph Jasger, Jr., Director, Missouxd State Park Board, Post
Office Box 176, 1204 Jsfferson building, Jefferson City, Missouri
65101, ras likewise huen notified. A leaflet sexylaining the Hational

Baglister is enclosed.

Sinceraly yours,

Signady
Director
Enclosures
MAR G 1977

Entered in the National Register

cc: Mr. Joseph Jaeger, Jr., Director, Missouri State Park Board, Post Office
Box 176, 1204 Jefferson Building, Jefferson City, Missouri €5101

Also notified: Hon. Thomas F. Eagleton Hon. Richard Bolling
United States Senate House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. Washington, D. C.
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MISSOURI
STATE PARK BOARD

STATE HISTORICAL SURVEY AND PLANNING OFFICE

Conn C. Winfrey, Chairman 909 UNIVERSITY AVENUE .
Lebanon SUITE 215 ® COLUMBIA PROFESSIONAL BUILDING Robert G. Haake, Asst. Director

Joseph Jaeger, Jr., Director

H. D. “Matt” Matheney, Assoc. Director

Hubert E. Lay, Vice-Chairman COLUMBIA, MISSOURI 65201 Operations Division
Houston TELEPHONE 314/449-0725 )

Robert M. Wolpers, Member Orval Li Hg:\?e‘rson,Asst. Director
Poplar Bluff Historic Division

Carter V. Blan ¢ .
Shelbina e Hadley K. lrwin, Asst. Director

Field Division

Gerald B. Rowan, Member
Kansas City

Robert H. Frost, Member Kenneth P. Otke, Asst. Director
Plattsburg Development Division

September 9, 1971

Mr. Benjamin Levy

National Register of Historic Places
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

801 19th Street, N.W.

Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Sir:

It has come to the attention of Missouri's State Historical Survey and Planning
Office, through the publication of the "Kansas City Missouri Downtown Plan"
that a Kansas City commercial building listed on the National Register of His-

toric Places is scheduled to be acquired by the city for development of the site
as a high rise parking structure. The building in question is the_Scarritt

Building Arcade, in Kansas City (Jackson County), Missouri, No. 71-03-20-0018,
entered March 5, 1971.

You have requested that information on threats to National Register sites be
submitted to you, and I therefore suggest that this information be entered in
your files.

Should you want further elaboration of the nature of the situation, this office
could prepare a report.

With best regards,
Sincerely,
STATE HISTORICAL SURVEY AND PLANNING OFFICE
/ 'y . / Y ;
RS -/&‘(m({h, ZLC// meq—-

(Mrs.) William L. Holmes
Chief Architectural Historian

MPH:af

cc: Mr. Orval L. Henderson, Jr., Assistant Director
Historical Division

You are always welcome in Missouri’s State Parks and Historic Sites.
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