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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Nathan Boone House is a2 one and one-half story "Classic"
saddle-bag pioneer log house, built in 1837. This housé¢ is of
the type constructed on the east coast from Virginia and North
Carolina, west through Kentucky and Tennessee to the Ozark area
of Missouri and Arkansas. (Buford L. Pickens in a letter to

Dr. Richard S. Brownlee, Director of the State Historical Society
of Missouri, December 16, 1963.)

The facade (west wall) is approximately 55 feet in length. It is
symmetrical with two windows on either side of the central doorway.

The hand-hewn oak log walls rest on a stone foundation,/ Portions
of the foundation visible on the north, east and south sides have
been faced with cement. The logs have been sheathed in two layers
of weatherboarding., The log structure is visible, however, on the
rear porch where the wall is exposed above the eave line of the
lean-to roof.

A1l of the structural timbers appear to be original with the
exception of a 10 to 13 foot section of replaced roof rafters
on the west slope of the roof. (Buford L. Pickens in a letter
to Dr. Richard S. Brownlee, December 16, 1963.)

Current roofing is wood shingle exposed on the west (front) slope,
and covered with sheet metal on the east. The deteriorated con-
dition of the underlying structure of the roof is evidenced by
its sagging between the rafters.

Two large chimneys of rough-cut, locally quarried stone are centered
on the exterior of the north and south gable end walls, Of these,
the north chimmey appears to be in good condition with base, stepped
shoulders and stack intact. The south chimney has lost its stack;
the opening has been capped with concrete. Mortar used in the
chimney construction is sandy-colored and fine-grained with pebble
inclusions 1/16th of an inch or less in diameter.

A porch on the rear (east) side of the house, originally open,

has been partitioned. The southern 2/3 of the length of the porch
has been screened in; the northern 1/3 of the porch is enclosed
by wood frame walls to accommodate a kitchen and half-bathroom.

The window and door openings on the exterior are all simply framed
in wood., The four windows symmetrically placed on the facade
contain double-hung four over four light sash. Two windows on the
east wall of the kitchen addition are also double~hung with six
over six light sash. Attic windows appear only on the gable end
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walls and are of the casement type, with six lights in each
frame and one frame to each window. Both pairs of attic
windows have recently been covered with sheet metal.

Although the exterior house is devoid of ornamentation, a
noteworthy feature appears on the facade. The four major,
plate support beams (butts visible) orienting east and west
project in a line just below the eaves forming a slight
overhang. Each of these beam butts is cased for weather
protection.

The interior plan of the house is reflected in the symmetry
of the facade. ) Inside, two generous size rooms, each 21 feet
square, flank a central hallway.

In the north room the original, wood-pegged, wide-plank
flooring has been covered with narrow width flooring. The
floor level is raised about 3" above original, Flooring in
the south room is original,

Fireplaces in both rooms are stone, and neither is functional.
The firebox of the north room fireplace has been reinforced on
each side with brick and mortar which extends the length of
one brick into the fireplace. The mantles do not date from
the construction of the house, and are ante-bellum with mould=-
ings similar to the door trim. (Buford L. Pickens in a letter
to Dr. Richard S. Brownlee, December 16, 1963.) The hearth
and firebox of the south room fireplace are in deteriorated
condition,s This fireplace is presently concealed from view
by the addition of a drywall partition extending the width of
the room immediately in front of the fireplace from the east
to the west wall. Shallow closets have been added to either
side of the fireplace.

The north room fireplace wall has been paneled with knotty-
pine of recent date. A stove pipe hole has been cut above
the fireplace. The remaining walls in the north and south
rooms are plastered and wallpapered.

Bach interior door is made of six upright planks secured by
a bevel-cdged batten at top and bottom. (See photograph.)
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An enclosed corner stairway at the rear (east end) of the
central hallway gives access to the second floor loft or
attic. The attic is partitioned into two rooms, separated
by a narrow hallway, the east end of which has been par-
titioned. The structural members and partition log walls

are exposed in the attic. Interstices are filled with wooden
wedges and a coarse-grained mortar which includes pebbles

and chopped straw,

Although a high proportion of the original form and material
survive in fair condition, the house is deteriorating.

This former homestead is pleasingly situated in a shallow
valley between two low, prairie hills, one to the east and one
to the west, Ash trees abound on the property. The Nathan
Boone family graveyard is approximately 500 yards to the north
of the house, Inscriptions on the gravestones are still
legible. A slave cemetery is located north of the family
plot. Also included on the grounds are a threshing floor and
several springs. (Dr. B.B., Lightfoot in a letter to Dr.
Richard S. Brownlee, December, 1963.) There are no visible
remains of the original outbuildings.
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~C log house built prior to the advent of saw mills. (Buford L.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Ewants, Etc.)

The Nathan Boone House is primarily significant as one of the
first structures built in southwest Missouri. Nathan Boone,
><' the youngest of Daniel Boone's ten children, constructed the
"~ house in 1837 with the assistance of his sons.

This building is architecturally significant as a rare surviving
example in Missouri of the "classic" saddle-bag type of pioneer

Pickens in a letter to Dr. Richard S. Brownlee, December 16, 1968.)

Born on March 2, 1781 in Boone's Station, Fayette County, Kentucky,
Nathan Boone came to Missouri in 1799 settling in the Femme Osage
River Valley District in St. Charles County. Nathan and his wife
Olive Van Bibber, received Spanish Iand Grant No. 1794 (680 acress
near the Femme Osage Creek where he constructed a two-story rock
house.

While living in the St. Charles area (1799-1837), Nathan Boone
manmufactured salt at Boonslick in Howard County with his brother
Daniel Morgan Boone from 1807-1815; served as a captain of a
company of rangers during the War of 1812; and traveled with
William Clark in 1808 to the point on the Missouri River at which
Fort Osage was constructed for the protection and trading rights of
the Osage Indian tribes. Boone acted as messenger to summon the
Big and Little Osage tribes to the newly constructed fort which
served as the westernmost outpost of the United States Government
until 1819,

Tn pay of 1820, Nathan was chosen as one of three delegates to
represent the St. Charles District at the Missouri Constitution
Convention in St. Louis. (ILouis Houck, A History of Missouri,
Vol. III, p. 249.)

Nathan also served as a surveyor for the Federal government in
Missouri, Kansas and the Indian Territory. While engaged in this
work, Boone was attracted to his future homesite, located in a
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house was built that same year.

grove of ash trees in southwestern Missouri, In 1835, Nathan
sent his son to this location to file preemption rights,.
(History of Greene County, Missouri, 1883, p. 1,9.) The
exact amount of land preempted by Nathan's son is not known.
However, Nathan Boone is said to have owned at one time 1,200
acres at this site. ("Graves of Nathan Boone's Family,"

Missouri Historical Review, Vol. 23, July 1929, pp. 660-661.)

In 1837, Nathan Boone was forced to sell his home and 700%
acres in the Femme Osage Valley to pay a debt which he had
contracted while serving as a bondsman for a county official
o had absconded with the county funds.
837, Nathan Boone and his family moved to the newly acquired
land located north of the present town of Ash Grove., The log

Some time during

Nathan Boone is noted for his distinguished service with the
United States Army., He entered the army as a Captain during
the Black Hawk War of 1832, and retired as a Lieutenant Colonel
in 1853. (Louis Houck, A History of Missouri, Vol., IIT,

pp. 264-265,)

graveyard north of the house,

Nathan Boone died at his home in 1856; his wife died two years
later. Boone and other members of the family are buried in a




Form 10-300a
(Dec. 1968)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE . .

Missouri
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES CoUNTY

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Greene
FOR NPS USE ONLY
Cont'n at. Sh t ENTRY NUMBER DATE
A 69-10-24-0031 [10/1/69

(Number all entries)

9.

NATHAN BOONE HOUSE

Houck, Louis. A History of Missouri, From the Earliest
Explorations and Settlements Until the Admission
of the State into the Union. Chicago: R.R. Donnelley
and Sons Co,, 1908, Vol., III, vp. 102, 249, 264-265.

Letter from Buford L. Pickens, Professor of Architecture,
Washington University, St. Iouis, to Dr. Richard S.
Brownlee, Director, State Historical Society of
Missouri, Columbia, Missouri, December 12, 1963,
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of the St, Charles District. Chedwato Service, 190,
pp. LO-L6.

Spraker, Hazel Atterbury. The Boone Family. Rutland,
Vermont: The Tuttle Company, 1922, ppe 126-127,

State Historical Society of Missouri, Columbia, Missouri,
Historic Sites File. Ref. Greene County.
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1 3/l miles north of Ash Grove on Fate Highway V
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1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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COMMON

Nathan Boone House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

1 3/} miles north of Ash Grove on State Highway V

CITY OR TOWN:

Section 9 - Township 30N - Range 2LW
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Missouri 6560l 2l ,Greepenuuﬂ,”

REHOOICREDIT Pdhl. Missouri State Highway Department

DATE OoF PHOTO: [Mareh iay 192

NEGATIVE FILED AT:  State Historical Society of Missouri

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Looking southeast, view of the northwest cornmer of building.
West (front) facade to the right. Four major, plate support
beams (butts visible) project just below eave line on facade
and are encased for weather protection,.
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Nathan Boone House

COMMON:

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

1 3/l miles north of Ash Grove on State Highway V

CITY OR TOWN:

Section 9 - Township 30N - Range 2)W
STATE: CODE ICIOUNST Y. CODE
077

Missouri 65604 2l - Oreene

PHoTo cREDIT: Poh], Missouri State nghwav Dpuartment

DATE OF PHOTO: March 7 1942

NEGATIVE FILED AT: State Historical Society of Missouri

Corner, Hitt and Lowry. streets, Columbia, Missouri 65201
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Iooking northwest, view of the southeast corner of house.
Partially removed south chimmey to the left on the south
gable end wall, Open porch now screened-in, and roof
resurfaced in standing seam sheet metal,
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Section 9 - Township 30N - Range 2LW
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pecaTive FiLep AT Missouri State Park Board, P.O, Box 176
120, Jefferson Building, Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

, Tion, ETC.
Looking southeast, view of the northwest corner of building,

North chimmey to the left. Note chimmey cap and stepping of
chimney shoulders.
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Looking southeast, view of the west (front) facade of building.
Ribbed appearance of roof caused by sagging of shingled roof
between the rafter supports. House is enclosed by a recent barbed
wire fence, visible in foreground.
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COMMON:: Nathan Boone House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER

1 3/ miles north of Ash Grove on State Highway V

CITY OR TOWN:

Section 9 - Township 30N - Range 2LW -

STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE

Missouri 6560} 2l Greene a 077

PHoTo crepi:Martha L. Kusiak, State Historical Survey, Missouri State Park Boa

pATE oF PHoTo: Mgy 15, 1969

nEGaTIVE FILED AT: Missouri State Park Board, P.O, Box 176

120), Jeff Building

Jefferson City

Misgouri 65101

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
Looking southwest, view of the northeast corner of building. To
the left of the north chimmey, the line of division between the
weatherboarding of main block of house and that of the kitchen
addition is visible. Kitchen addition has one layer of weather-
boarding. Main block of house has two layers.
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Nathan Boone House

STREET AND NUMBER

1 3/l miles north of Ash Grove on State Highway V

CITY OR TOWN:

Section 9 - Township 30N - Range 2LW

STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE

Missouri 6560) 2l -oreeme 077

Marﬁha L,H‘Kus:x.ak. State 'H:Ls;l.:érlcal‘mSﬁr»ve&, }vfissdﬁ151 State, Park Bog.

PHOTO CREDIT:

DATE OF PHOTO: Mgy 151- 1969

NecaTive FiLeD AT: Missouri State Park Board, P.O. Box 176
' fferson City, Missourdi (5101

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Looking northwest, partial view of south gable end wall to left,
east side (rear) of the house to the right. The screened-in
porch occupies the southern two-thirds, and the kitchen addition
the northern one~third,

rd
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COMMON: Nathan Boone House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

1 3/l miles north of Ash Grove on State nghwav v

CITY OR TOWN:

Section 9 - Township 30N - Range 2LW

STATE: CODE |COUNTY:

s 6560] 2l

Greene Ak AN

CODE

o771

pHoTo creDIT: Mgytha L. Kusiak, State Histori cal Survev. I\’DSSOL'LI‘l btate Park Bagard

DATE OF PHOTO: Mgy 15, 1969

NEGATIVE FILED AT:  Missouri State Park Board, P.O, Box 176

120l Jefferson Building, Jefferson City, Missouri 66101

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Looking northwest, view of the south gable end wall and
partially dismantled south chimmey. Screened-in rear porch
at right. Sheet metal added to cover attic windows.
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COMMON

Nathan Boone House

/

STREET AND NUMBER

1 3/} miles north of Ash Grove on Staté Highway V

CITY OR TOWN:

Section 9 = Township 30N - Range 2LW

STATE: coODE! |[COUNTY:

WL -

CODE

Greene

PHOTO cREDIT: Mpptha I, Kusiak. State Historical Survey, Missouri State Park Boprd

DATE OF PHOTO: Mav _15. 1969

NEGATIVE FILED AT:  Miggouri State Park Board, P.0O, Box 176
4 A

108
b

Jefferson City,

M

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Looking east, view of front door, west wall.
of weatherboarding is exposed at center left.

Inner layer
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COMMON::

AND/OR HISTORIC:

1 3/ miles north of Ash Grove on State Highway V

CITY OR TOWN:

Section 9 - Township 30N - Range 2LW

STATE: CODE (COUNTY: CODE

Missourd 6560 2 | Greeme

PHoTo creDIT: Martha L. Kusiak, State Historical Sufvev. Missouri State Park

pbaTE oF PpHoTO: Mav 15, 1969

NEcaTIVE FILED AT:  Missouri State Park Board, P.0O., Box 176

420l Jefferson Building, Jefferson City,

ssouri 65101

Iooking west, view of the stone foundation under the kitchen
addition (northeast corner). Stone pillars support log
construction.
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COMMON:: Nathan Boone House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

1 3/h miles north of Ash Grove on State Highway V

CITY OR TOWN:

Section 9 = Township 30N - Range 2LW

STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE

2l _Greene S _O77

PHOTO CREDIT: Ihrtha L. hus*ak State Hlstorlcal Survev. Ml souri Staoe Park Bo

DATE OF PHOTO: May 1';’ 1969

NEGATIVE FILED AT:  Missouri State Park Board, P.0. Box 176

i1d] Jefferson Cit

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
Iooking north, view of hewn log construction on north wall of
south attic room, 12" ruler shows log to be about 6" wide.
Interstices filled with wooden wedges and coarse-grained mortar
with inclusions of pebbles and chopped straw, Flakes of white=-

wash are visible on logs and mortar.
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Nathan Boone House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

ND NUMBER:

1 3/} miles north of Ash Grove on State Highwav V

CITY OR TOWN:

Section 9 - Township 30N - Range 2)iW

STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE

PHOTO CREDIT:

DATE OF PHoTOo: Mav 15, 19649

NecaTive FILED AT: Missouri State Park Board, P.0. Box 176

Detail of facade exibiting double layer of weatherboarding.
Furring strips supporting second layer attached to first layer,

I‘uaftﬁa Jig Kus:.ék, 'Stéﬁe Ilstorlcal Survev. ‘In.ssovr:. State Park BO‘
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Nathan Boone House

STREET AND NUMBER:

1 3/l miles north of Ash Grove on State Highway V

CITY OR TOWN:

Section 9 - Township 30N - Range 2LW

STATE:

CODE

CODE |[COUNTY:

L

vGreene g

PHoTO cREDIT: Martha I, Kusiak, State Historical SUrvey, Missourl State Park Bogrd

DATE OF PHOTO:

May 15, 1969

NEG AT VE BILEE- AT Missouri State Park Board, P.0, Box 176

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Interior north room looking south, view of door connecting
this room with central hallway, Door and hardware appear to
be original, Exposed flooring in this room is not original.,
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COMMON Nathan Boone House

NATIONAL

AND/OR HISTORIC:

GIST

ER

STREET AND NUMB

1 3/\, miles north of Ash Grove ©

CITY OR TOWN:

Section 9 - Township 30N - Range 2L

Missouri 65604

STATE: CODE |COUNTY:

G

CODE

SOURCE:

U.S.GeSe T73' quadrangle Ash Grove

SCALE: 1:2)_1.000

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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Hr. Joseph Jaeger, Jr. :
Directeor, Missourl State Park Boarxd
P.O, Box 176 _

1204 Jefferson Building,

Jefferson City, Hissouri 65101

Dear Mr. Jaoger:
¥e wish to inform you that the properties listed on the

enclosed forms have been added to the National Register of
S B

Histovic Places,

Sincerely yours,

William J. Murtagh
Keoaper of the National
Rezister

Enclosures

]
ce:
Regional Director, Midwest Region
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