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Register of Historic Places Registration Form (Nationai Register Bull^^AjT/qomplete each item by markingTx' In the appropriate box or by entering the 
information requested. If an Item does not apply to the property being oDotimgnted, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, 
materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategoriesfroTrHtteJnsttuctions. Place addttional entries and narrative items on 
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historic name Midwest Hotel 

otiier name/site number N/A 

Lm 

street & town 1925 Main Street 

city or town Kansas City 

N/A not for publication 

N/A vicinity 

state Missouri code MO county Jackson code 095 zip code 64108 

tiffcii® 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this H nomination 
• request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register 
of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the 
property E l meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
• nationally • statewide S locally. ( • See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Mari< A. tallies/Deputy SHPO Date 

Missouri Department of Natural Resources 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property • meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. ( • See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

[entered in the National Register. 
• See continuation sheet. 

• determined eligible for the 
National Register 

• See continuation sheet. 
• detemiined not eligible for the 

National Register. 
• removed from the Nationai 

Register. 
• other, (explain:) 



Midwest Hotel 
Name of Property 

5. Clas 
Ownership of Property 
(check as many boxes as apply) 

Category of Property 
(check only one box) 

Jackson Countv. MO 
County and State 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

S private ^ building(s) 

Contributing 

1 

Noncontributing 

0 buildings 

• public-local • district 0 0 sites 

• public-State • site 0 0 structures 

• public-Federal • structure 0 0 objects 

• object 1 0 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "I^A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

Working Class Hotels at and Main Streets, Kansas City, MO 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

Historic Function 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC: Hotel 

Current Function 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC: Hotel 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: 

Commercial style 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 

walls 
concrete 
brick 

roof 
other 

asphalt 

terra cotta 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and cun-ent condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

^ S e e continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 7 



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018(<i^) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 7 Page 1 IMidwest Hotel 
Jaclcson County, IMissouri 

SUMMARY 

The Midwest Hotel, located at 1925 Main Street, Kansas City, Jackson County, Missouri, 
was designed by the noted Kansas City architectural firm of Smith, Rea and Lovitt and built by 
Aiken & Thayer Construction Company in 1915. As defined in the MPS Cover Doctiment 
"Working Class Hotels at 19* and Main Streets, Kansas City, MO," the Midwest Hotel is an 
intact example of the Two-Part Commercial Block Hotel, featuring "prominent storefi-onts at the 
main fa9ade, double-himg, sash fenestration set in groups of three and divided by spandrels 
between floors." Furthermore, the Midwest Hotel displays terra cotta at its main fapade, which 
"was used to embellish the main fa9ade fi'om the storefi-ont level and often, through the upper 
stories, thereby setting off the primary fa9ade firom the secondary elevations." 

Its integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association 
has been retained in the exterior, meeting the registration requirements as set forth in the MPS 
Cover Docimient. 

ELABORATION 

The five story commercial building is constructed of reinforced concrete and brick with a 
terra cotta veneer on the upper stories of the west or main fa9ade. The original storefi-ont was 
modified in 1952 and features non-original alimiinum fi-amed plate glass windows. There are 
three separate entrances: the far north bay contains a single-leaf alimiinum-framed door with 
single transom; a second entry located at the second bay (moving north - south) is recessed and 
features a single-leaf door and non-original glass block at the storefiront; while the third entry, 
located at the far south bay, is an aluminum-firamed double-leaf door. Black vitrolite clads the 
base of the main fa9ade around the storefiront. 

A wide decorative band of white terra cotta divides the storefi-ont level fi-om the upper 
floors. Each floor is divided into two bays. Original tripartite fenestration features double-himg, 
sash 1/1 windows and fixed units. Some of th windows apear to have been replaced, however, 
newer windows fill the original terra cotta fi-aming units. Decorative terra cotta tiles featuring 
evenly spaced rosettes fi-ames the 2°̂  through 5* floors. Floors are separated by terra cotta 
spandrels. A wide, bracketed comice crowns the building. 

The south and north facades are characterized by non-original fixed window units and 2-
over-2 single-hung sash units. These facades both have wide recessed central bays. These 
recessed bays are supported by open buttress-like concrete supports. The walls are capped with 
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tile coping. Shorter commercial buildings block the lower floors of the north and south 
elevations from view. 

The rear fa9ade features a mixture of double-hung sash units and non-original fixed 
windows. Metal fire escape is attached to the middle by of the wall. A modem metal exit door 
leads to a large parking lot at the rear of the building. 



Midwest Hotel 
Name of Property 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark V in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

^ A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad pattems of 
our history. 

• B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

• C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 

distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 

(Mark 'x' in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

• A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

• B removed from its originai location. 

• C a birthplace or grave. 

• Da cemetery. 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the signifteance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Jackson Countv. MO 
County and State 

Areas of Significance 
(enter categories from instructions) 

COMMERCE 

Period of Significance 
1915-1953 

Significant Dates 
1215 

Significant Persons 
(Complete if Criterion B is mariced above) 
N/A 

Cuiturai Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
Smith. Rea and Lovitt. architects 

Aiken and Thaver. builders 

ISISee continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 8 

Bibiiography 
(Cite the booi(8, articles, and other sources used in preparing this fomn on one or more continuation sheets. 

Previous documentation on fiie (NPS): 

• preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

• previously listed in the National Register 
• previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
• designated a National Historic Landmark 
• recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 
# 

• recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # 

Primary iocation of additional data: 

EI state Historic Preservation Office 
• Other State agency 
• Federal agency 
• Local govemment 
13 University 

El Other Name of repository: 

Kansas City Public Library 

^ See continuation sheet(s) for Section No. 9 
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SUMMARY 

The Midwest Hotel, 1925 Main Street, Kansas City, Jackson County, Missouri, is eligible 
for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A and is locally significant 
in the following areas: COMMERCE: The development of the Midwest Hotel coincides with the 
historic context identified in the MPS Cover Document "Working Class Hotels at 19*̂  and Main 
Streets, Kansas City, MO": "The Evolution of Travel Modes and Hotel Space in Kansas City: 
1880-1915." As a representative example of a working class hotel, the Midwest Hotel was 
established as a convenient, comfortable and efiBcient place of lodging. It represents the values 
and standards in hotel accommodations offered to the working class traveler within walking 
distance of Kansas City's fi-eight district and Union Station. During World War II the Midwest 
Hotel was the temporary headquarters for the military police stationed in Kansas City. Along 
with the Rieger and Monroe, it is one of the three hotels to remain in the 1900 block of Main 
Street. The period of significance is 1915 through 1953, the end date established by the 
discretionary cut-off period of the National Register. 

ELABORATION 

Several months after Smith Rea and Lovitt accepted bids on the Rieger Hotel, they began 
taking bids for the Midwest Hotel owned by J. H. Harris. Aiken and Thayer were hired as the 
general contractor. The seventy-five room, five-story, reinforced concrete, fireproof hotel was 
estimated to cost $50,000 when completed. The entry on the west fa9ade was designed with stone 
and terra cotta trim. 

Joseph Harris owned the hotel until January 31, 1943. Subsequently, it was purchased by 
Mrs. Stella Parke who had operated the hotel for seven years tmder a lease from Mr. Harris. In 
April 1943, the United States war department condemned the hotel. Mrs. Parke protested the 
move and vowed to remain in the hotel imtil the govemment threw her out. It appears the move 
came after Mrs. Parke and co-owner and daughter Gladys Parke Kline rejected negotiations for a 
lease to the government. Under the lease plan, the war department was to take possession for one 
year with extension privileges through the duration ofthe war. 

The Midwest offered a prime location for military police (bivouacked in Penn Valley 
Park) headquarters because of its proximity to the Union Station terminal. It was also more 
convenient as much of their work was located in the downtown area. Charles J. Winger of the 
war department made it clear that the move was necessary due to the war effort. Possession ofthe 
hotel was surrendered back to Parke and Kline in April 1946. The building has functioned as a 
hotel since that date. 
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Both working class individuals and travelers stayed at the Midwest Hotel. Like the 
Monroe and Rieger Hotels, the Midwest typically catered to single workers without families who 
foimd it necessary to live in proximity to their place of employment. One of the most common 
long-term residents was the traveling salesman who utilized the hotel space as a base of 
operation. 
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Midwest Hotel 
Name of Property 

Acreage of Property less than one acre 

UTM References 
(Place additional boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

1 1/5 3/6/3/0/7/0 4/3/2/7/8/9/0 
Zone Easting Northing 

3 J / / / / / / / / / / / 
Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

Jacl<son Countv, MO 
County and State 

I t I t I / / / / / / 
Zone Easting Northing 

l i n t I l l l l l 
Zone Easting Northing 

Property Tax No. 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected.] 

Ks) for Sectkxi No. 10 

name/title Cydney E. Millstein 

organization Architectural and Historical Research, LLC 

street & number P.O. Box 22551 

date August 25, 2003 

city or town Kansas City 
telephone 816.363.0567  

state MO zip code 64113 

Submit the foltowing Items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 
Maps A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 
Photographs: Representative black and white photographs of the property. 
Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

name/title Buckeye Development Co. 

street & numijer 1925 Main Street 

city or town KansasCity 

telephone 816.471.0311  

state MO zip code 64108 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Presen/ation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Sen/ices Division, National Park Sennce, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget Papenvorit Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Midwest Hotel 
NAME : 

MULTIPLE Working Class Hotels at 19th and Main S t r e e t s , Kansas C i t y , 
NAME: M i s s o u r i MPS 

STATE Sc COUNTY: MISSOURI, Jackson 

DATE RECEIVED: 3/23/04 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 5/06/04 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 4/21/04 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 5/06/04 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 04 0003 94 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: 
OTHER: N PDIL: 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: 

N 
N 
N 

LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

CONSENT WAIVER: N 

\ J ACCEPT RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS 

REJECT f / C / DATE 

National Beflflitt} 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 

REVIEWER 

TELEPHONE 

DISCIPLINE_ 

DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

I f a nomination i s returned to the nominating a u t h o r i t y , the 
nomination i s no longer under c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the NPS. 



















Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500882 







CITY OF FOUNTAINS 

HEART OF THE NATION 
Office of the Mayor 

Mayor Kay Barnes 

29th Floor, City Hall 
414 East 12th Street (816)513-3500 

SSOURI Kansas City, Missouri 64106-2778 Fax: (816) 513-3518 
K A N S A S C I T Y 

M I 

November 5, 2003 

Stephen M . Mahfood 
Missouri State Historic Preservation Officer and 
Director, Department of Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 176 

Jefferson City, MO 65102-0176 

Dear Mr. Mahfood: 

As Mayor of the City of Kansas City, Missouri, a Certified Local Government, I have reviewed the 
nomination to the Nationai Register of Historic Places for the Midwest Hotel, part of the Working Class 
Hotels at i 9 * and Main Street, Kansas City, Missouri, MPS, located at 1925 Main Street in Kansas City, 
Jackson County, Missouri. It is the opinion of the Landmarks Commission that this landmark is of 
historical significance and we recommend its nomination to the National Register. 

Notification of intent was mailed to the property owners on October 15, 2003, and a pubhc notice was 
printed in the Pulse on October 9, 2003. The Î andmarks Commission office received no letters or calls in 
opposition to the nominatioiL 

The I^dmarks Commission of Kansas City, Missouri, reviewed the nomination for the Midwest Hotel, 
as part of the Working Class Hotels at IP* and Main Street, Kansas City, Missouri, MPS, to the 
National Register of Historic Places. They also recommended approval ofthe nomination with the 
recommendation that in Section #7 of the nomination, the preparers elaborate on tiie description of the 
exterior of the building and the configuration of the interior. For Section 8, staff would recommend that 
the preparers elaborate on the significance ofthe building under Criterion C for ARCHITECTURE or 
remove it from the nomination. 

Sincerely, 

Kay Bames 

cc: Wayne Cauthen, City Manager 
Vicki L. Noteis, AIA, Director of the City Planning & Development Department 
Bradley Wolf, Administrator, Landmarks Commission 
Cydney E. Millstein and Mary Ann Warfield of Architectural and Historical Research, LLC, 
Nomination Preparer 


