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1. Name of Property 
historic name Day, John W. , f-buse 
other names/site number Day - Di t t:nan f-buse 

2. Location 
street & number 4985 Dryden Road 
city, town Dryden TONnshi p 
state Michigan code MI county 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

[X] private 
D public-local 

Category of Property 

[Z] building(s) 
0district 

D public-State 
D public-Federal 

Osite 
D structure 
Oobject 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
NA 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

Lapeer 

K\ZA] not for publication 

LXJ vicinity Dryden 
code 007 zip code 48428 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing 
1 
0 
0 
0 

Noncontributing 
0 buildings 
0 sites 
0 structures 
0 objects 
0 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register __ 0"'----

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
[X] nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property [X] meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. 0 See continuation jeet. 

LL f. / r 7 
Signature of certifying official 

7
~ m 2~&, ~ /~ 

Date r ' ' 
Director Bureau of Hi storv ~ 

State or Federal agency and bureau ' \.. C/ 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 
N/A 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
~reby, certify that this property is: 

l2'1 ~ntered in the National Register. 
0 See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the National 
Register. 0 See continuation sheet. 

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 

D other, (explain:)------ - -

Date 

.. ;r 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC/single dwelling 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Greek Revival 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
DOMESTIC/single dwelling 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation _...!b4.r...!.ic~kL-___________ _ 
walls __ ___!w~cxxl~/~we:a.a!..!<!th!..!Sea...rOOa~rwdL-______ _ 

roof asphalt 
other N A 

The John W. Day House, built in 1863, stands within the rolling terrain of southeastern Lapeer County, 
Michigan, a mile to the west of the Village of Dryden in an area including small farms and large-lot residen­
ces. The wood-framed and -sheathed home, composed of a two-story, three-bay, front-gable main mass with a 
single-story, side-gable L off its eastern side, measures approximately sixty-five feet in width and fifty-six 
feet in length and faces south onto Dryden Road. Flush-board siding; a center door with molded enframement; 
and a projecting portico with wide entablature, molded pediment, and four hexagonal columns linked by round­
arched latticework screens with finials detail the two-story portion of the main facade. Additional 
scalloped-bottom latticework screens with finials ornament the recessed porch of the L. A one-and-one-half­
story, two-part addition was built along the entire east side of the home in the 1880s, extending the L and 
adding a large room to the northeast portion of the original floor plan. The home remains largely intact 
except for the 1974 construction of a single-story entry arcade and porch at the back of the white-painted, 
black-shuttered home, the recent construction of a bay window on the west facade, and, inside, the addition of 
bathrooms and modern kitchen fixtures. 

Dryden Township is located in the southeast quadrant of Lapeer County at the base of Michigan's Thumb 
Region. It is an agricultural area of flat to gently rolling topography where wheat and fruit now are grown 
as cash crops. The Village of Dryden, with 650 residents, is the township's primary municipal unit. The John 
W. Day House stands one mile west of the village at the northwest corner of Dryden and Rochester Roads. 

The front facade of the Day House faces south onto Dryden Road. To the left stands the two-story, three­
bay, front-gable main mass of the white-painted wood building; its front facade is sheathed in wide flush­
board siding. The front entrance is located in the center bay of the first-floor level. It features a wide 
enframement built up of moldings, ears, and a classical cornice cap. One-over-one, double-hung, sash windows 
enframed by simple sills, lintels, and black-painted shutters are located to either side of the front door in 
the two remaining bays of the first-floor level and in all three bays of the second floor. 

An extended portico lends special interest to this key two-story facade. Supported by four hexagonal wood 
columns with splayed profiles and two different styles of bases, the portico includes a wide, heavily molded 
entablature and similarly molded pediment. A jig-sawed wood ornament combining the folk-art shapes of fan, 
sheaf, tendril, and star accents the pediment's frieze. Between the four columns, round-arch wood latticework 
screens with carved springblocks and drop finials provide ornamentation unique in Lapeer County. While physi­
cal evidence indicates that the portico is original to the home, the latticework screens may well date from a 
period after 1863. 

A single-story L stands east of and back from the building's main two-story mass; the brick-faced stone 
foundation under both sections can be clearly viewed here. Its south facade is sheathed in clapboard and 
includes a recessed porch lined in flush-board siding. A secondary entry door and an additional one-over-one 
double-hung sash window stand in the back wall of the porch recess; additional windows pierce the forward 

IX] See continuation sheet 
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wall of the Land the intersecting wall of the two-story section. The single-story section's gable roof rests 
with its eavesline to the street and is supported by a simply molded frieze. In keeping with the home's main 
mass, the porch also includes scalloped-bottom wood latticework screening with finials in its entry opening. 

The east, north, and west facades of the home are sheathed in clapboard siding and display single and 
paired double-hung sash windows of various sizes and in various, asymmetrical configurations. A one-and-one­
half-story, two-part addition was constructed in the 1880s along the entire east facade of the home. This 
addition expanded the width of the L and extended the back of the home to create an additional room off the 
northeast portion of the original floor plan . A small porch with gently sloping roof, spindlework columns and 
cornice, and plain door and window enframements is located at the north end of this east facade and well 
reflects through its ornamentation the addition's 1880s construction date. 

The west facade of the home also includes a single-story extension off its back corner, but physical evi­
dence indicates that it is original to the home and not an addition. The extension includes a recessed porch 
lined in flush-board siding and a splayed-side support column which parallel the detailing of the home's front 
facade; the spindlework cornice, however, probably was added when the east facade was "modernized" in the 
1880s and the bay window is of recent vintage. The north facade once was U-shaped because it was open between 
the two back extensions. In 1975, however, a single-story porch was created by filling in the open space. 
This brick-faced addition, with its arcaded porch, double columns, scalloped frieze, and roofline balustrade, 
also includes a cornerstone marking the date of its construction. 

The inside of the John W. Day House maintains most of its original floor plan and some of its earliest 
finishes. The home's front entry door leads into the original, formal parlor room. A fireplace with late 
nineteenth-century, dentilated, wood surround pierces this main room's north wall; to each side is a door 
leading to the rest of the home. The west door enters into a back parlor in which a bathroom and the enclosed 
stairway leading to the second-story level now stand. The stair, once reversed and including the basement 
stairway below it, was reoriented and rebuilt; the original woodwork is gone. A door in the west wall of this 
room leads to the side porch; a throughway in the north wall gives access to a back room located in the exten­
sion at the northwest corner of the home. 

The door to the right of the formal parlor's fireplace leads into the dining room of the home. From the 
dining room, a door exits onto the front facade's recessed porch, another through the east wall allows entry 
into the L, and a final door at the northeast corner of the room gives access to the kitchen. The kitchen 
stands in the 1880s addition to the home. Its south wall abuts the L and includes the basement stairway; 
doors in the east and west walls provide access to the outside porch and the 1974 infill addition, respec­
tively . A bathroom/utility room has been added in the kitchen's northwest corner. Throughout the first-floor 
level, original, simply molded door enframements , molded window surrounds with panelled kickplates, and 
panelled wood doors can be seen. No original plaster work remains and narrow-width wood flooring covers 
earlier, wider floor boards. Upstairs, no original finishes or room locations remain. When the main stairway 
was altered, the second level was reorganized to provide more bedrooms. A bathroom was added at a later 
date. 

The original farmstead of John W. Day has changed significantly over the years. Once over 160 acres in 
size, the property now is one-tenth the size. Several early farm structures remain but have been heavily 
altered and are not included in this nomination. The Day farmhouse itself, however, remains intact and stands 
as an unusual example of nineteenth-century architecture in Lapeer County. 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

0 nationally 0 statewide []] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria 0 A 0 B [] C 0 D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 0 A 0 B 0 C 0 D 0 E 0 F 0 G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 

Significant Person 
NA 

Period of Significance 
1863 

Cultural Affiliation 
N A 

ArchitecUBuilder 
Unknown 

Significant Dates 
N/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
The significance of the John W. Day House stems from its unusual architectural detailing. A wood-framed 

building sheathed in clap- and flush-board siding, the house basically is Greek Revival in styling. However, 
an extended front portico supported by hexagonal columns that are linked by delicate round-arch latticework 
screens is one of several unusual decorative features that make the home unique in Lapeer County. Built in 
1863 for John W. Day, a pioneer farmer, the home was purchased in 1878 by Augustus Dittman, a Prussian 
immigrant whose family remained in the home until the 1970s. 

Erastus and Lucy Day were living in Otsego County, New York when their son, John W., was born on September 
13, 1810. The family moved to Macomb County, Michigan in 1826 and John remained living and working on the 
family farm until 1836. On May 11 of that year, the twenty-six-year-old purchased from the United States 
Government a 160-acre farmstead in Dryden Township, Lapeer County. He moved to this property, located just 
west of the new settlement of Dryden, and began farming on his own. 

On April 24, 1837, the young farmer married Polly Parkhurst, a Macomb County woman who had been born in 
Lima, New York on April 24, 1813. The couple had six children, four of whom survived to adulthood: Francis 
(born 1838), John Willard (born 1844), Ella (unknown), and George Frederick (born 1855). The year after his 
marriage, Day began his first term as township clerk and launched a modest career of public service that 
coexisted with his farming activities and that included a tenure as township supervisor in 1848 and another 
term as township clerk in 1860. 

John Day had a new home built on his farm property in 1863. A simple, wood Greek Revival structure, the 
home was made unique amongst its county neighbors through the application of flush-board siding and a pro­
jecting portico with four columns linked by round-arched brackets with decorative finials. The family resided 
in the farmhouse until 1878 when Augustus Dittman moved into the area and purchased the Day property. Polly 
Day died in OWosso, Michigan on April 24, 1896; her husband died in 1881 or 1884 in Mason, Michigan. 

Augustus Dittman, the son of John and Christine Robert Dittman, was born in Prussia in 1839. He remained 
in Germany until 1855 when he emigrated to the United States and settled in Macomb County. Augustus enlisted 
in the Ninth Michigan Infantry in 1861 and served to the end of the Civil War. In 1866, he married Maria 
Kohler, a Macomb County woman born in Mecklenberg, Germany, and together the couple had four children: 
Albert, William H., Julia, and John. The family appears to have been living in the area of Almont, Lapeer 
County, by the time their second child, William H., was born on March 24, 1876. By 1878, the Dittmans had 
purchased the John W. Day House and were farming the property. It is likely that the Dittmans were respon­
sible for additions and changes made to the home in the 1880s. 

[XI See continuation sheet 
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After Augustus Dittman died on April 9, 1898 and Maria died September 27, 1901, their son William 
inherited the farmstead and occupied it with his wife, Magdalena Schock Dittman, whom he had married in 1896. 
He continued to farm the property until his death on February 22, 1956. Dittman Family members occupied the 
property until the 1970s when the present owners bought the property. These most recent owners are respon­
sible for the alterations made in 1974. 

The home's intact condition reflects the fact that only three families have owned it and each has given it 
exceptional care. Identification and evaluation of this key Lapeer County landmark was made possible through 
the federal grant-in-aid funded reconnaissance level survey of the county conducted between 1979 and 1982 by 
the Genesee-Shiawassee-Lapeer Region V Planning and Development Commission and the Bureau of History. 

AENR87236C AENR87236F 
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): rt>ne 
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings 

SuNey# ____________________________ __ 
D recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # ____________________________ _ 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property Less than ore acre. 

UTM References 
A lL.lJ I 312 I 41 91 7 10 I 

Zone Easting 

cLU I I 1 I 1 1 I 

Verbal Boundary Description 

I 4J I 51 6 I 810 I Ol 
Northing 

I I I I I I I I 

[X] See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
[X] State historic preservation office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
Dother 
Specify repository: 
Bureau of Hi story, MI Dept. of State 
Lansing, Michigan 48918 

Bl_U I I I I 
Zone Easting 

oLU I I 1 I 

D See continuation sheet 

I I I I 

Northing 

I I I I 

Beginning at the southeast comer of the pro~rty 1 ocated at 4985 Dryden Road, vkli ch stands at the 
northwest corner of the intersection of Dryden and Rochester Roads, carrrence north 150 feet, thence 
west 300 feet, thence south 150 feet, and thence east 300 feet to the point of beginning. 

D See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

Thi s pro~rty inc 1 udes on 1 y the John W. Day House, its surrounding 1 awns, and dri veNay. The nominated 
property is located at the southeast comer of a fourteen-acre farmste~d that stands illT!Ediately 
northwest of Dryden and Rochester Roads. 

D See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Janet L. Kreger, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
organization Bureau of History/MI Dept. of State date August 21, 1987 
street & number 208 rtlrth capitol Avenue - 3rd floor telephone 517-335-2729 
city or town ____ .......... J.JoJ..L~------------------------------- state Michigan zip code 48918 
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WASO Form ·177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

) 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Day, John W., House 
Lapeer County 
MICHIGAN 

0 resubmission 
0 nomination by person or local government 
0 owner objection 
0 appeal 

Substantive Review: D sample 

Reviewer's comments: 

D request 

Nomination returned for: __ technical corrections cited below 
__ substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Oappeal 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? 

· 7. Description 

Condition 

0 excellent 

Ogood 
Otair 

0 deteriorated 

0 ruins 

0 unexposed 

Dyes Ono 

Check one 

0 unaltered 

0 altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

0 summary paragraph 
0 completeness 
0 clarity 
0 alterations/integrity 
0 dates 
0 boundary selection 

Fed. Reg. Date: ~ jif]j' , , working No. t-.J~V I ~iR~ 
Oat~ Due:~ '?iJ! ?='1~ /~ 7 
Act1on: ----~ CCCEPT ---~7~f7 

_RETURN 
_REJECT _______ _ 

Federal Agency: ____ _ 

0 NR decision 

Recom./Criteria ___________ _ 

Reviewer---------------
Discipline _____________ _ 
Date _______________ __ 

__ see continuation sheet 

Present Use 

Check one 

0 original site 
0 moved date _______ _ 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

D summary paragraph 
D completeness 
D clarity 
D applicable criteria 
D justification of areas checked 
D relating significance to the resource 
D context 
D relationship of integrity to significance 
D justification of exception 
D other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property-------
Quadrangle name _____ _ 

UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State His10ric Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

DMaps 
D Photographs 
D Other 

date 

local 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to------------------------------

Signed------------------ Date----------- Phone :------------

G PO 9\8• 4 50 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 





































MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

RICHARD H. AUSTIN SECRETARY OF STATE 

October 13, 1987 

Ms. Carol D. Shull, Supervisory Historian 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull : 

LANSING 

MICHIGAN 48918 

BUREAU OF HISTORY 

ADMINISTRATION, PUBLICATIONS 
ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION 
208 N. Capitol Avenue 
517-373-0510 

STATE ARCHIVES 
3405 N. Logan Street 
517-335-9165 

MICHIGAN HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
208 N. Capitol Avenue 
517-373-3559 

Enclosed are National Register of Historic Places nomination materials for the 
John W. Day House in Dryden Township, Lapeer County, Michigan. I certify that 
the intent-to-nominate notification requirements have been fulfilled. This 
property is being submitted for listing in the National Register. No notarized 
statements of objection or written comments concerning this nomination were 
submitted to us prior to the submission of this nomination to you. 

Please direct all questions concerning this nomination to Robert 0. Christensen 
(517/335-2719). 

Sincerely, 

~~~~ill·ft.~ 
Martha M. Bigelow 
Director, Bureau of History 
and 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

MMB/ROC/sl 

enc. 

MH-69 (8/86) 

NOV \ 6 \981 

~3 


