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1. Name 

historic The Players 

and or common 

2. Location 

street & number 3321 East Jefferson Avenue 

city, town Detroit 
---''--------

Ni.A__ vicinity of 

state Michigan code 026 county Wayne 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
_x_ bullding(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_X_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 

N/A 

Status 
_X_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x__ yes: restricted 
- ·- yes: unrestricted 
_no 

4. Owner of Property 

name The Players 

street & number 3321 East Jefferson Avenue 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_x_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

NL..8 .... not for publication 

code 163 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

city, town Detroit N,LJL vicinity of ~~e Michigan 48207 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Wayne County Register of Deeds 

street & number 101 City-County Building 

city, town Detroit state Michigan 48226 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title Michigan State Survey Data has this property been determined eligible? _ yes L no 

date 1 986 _ federal __x_ state _ county _ local 
--~~~--------------------------

depository for survey records Bureau of Hi story 

city, town Lansing state Michigan 



7. Description 

Condition 
_X excellent 
_good 
_ fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated ___1_ unaltered 
_ruins _altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_)(_ original site 
_moved date ___________ _ 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

An early Florentine Renaissance-inspired struc'tlJre clad in red brick with cast concrete trinmings, The 
Players was wilt in 1925 as a theater and clubhouse for the Players Club, an anateur, all""flBle theatrical 
group <Edicated to 11

the encouragerrent of anB.teur dratmtic talent and for the presentation of stage enter­
tai J'lrerlt for the renefi t of its ITBTbers... The building conti rues 1D serve that sane function today. ~lhi le 
the wilding, inside and oot, tmkes nuch use of coonnn building tmterials such as cinder block and coocrete 
in exposed locatioos, the interior displays Pewabic tile and stencilling, rrurals, wall hangings, and 
rreta l\'lork produced by prani nent Detroit and Arreri can artists and artisans. 

The Players wilding is located oo the north side of East Jefferson Avenue re'tween McDougall and Mt. 
Elliott Avenues, in Detroit, Michigan. East Jefferson Avenue serves as ooe of Detroit's tmjor radial ave­
nues and, in the early 'twentieth century, was lined with tmny of the city's finest private dNellings. 
Today, only a few of these historic houses rerrain 1D the v~st of The Players to.'lard cbNnto.<m. They are 0011 
used as offices, restaurants, and university wildings. 

A one-story brick rredical office wilding was erected imrediately 1D the east of Players, and in fact 
shares a portion of the facade. Although different in architectural style fran The Players, this office 
struc'tlJre is rerrarkably coopatible recause of its scale and integrity of ci!sign. To the west of Players are 
'two vacant lots and the Deaconess Hospital which is also cmpatible with The Players d.le to its restrained 
design. It should re noted that a large housing/rental/rmrina ci!veloprrent is 0011 under construction 
directly across East Jefferson fran The Players. This ci!veloprrent along with the various other riverfront 
projects reinforce The Players as a significant architectural lancimrl< in Detroit, for overall the wilding 
is not oo ly hanroni ous as a ci!si gn carponent of East Jefferson Avenue, but is ooe of the avenue' s rrajor 
archi tectura 1 fea1llres. 

The 'two-story Players is 60 feet wide and 130 feet ci!ep with the stage area encarpassing 55 feet of the 
rear portion. The Players is si1llated on a lot that is 60 feet wide and 200 feet ci!ep. The roof over the 
front and rear sections is flat, but over the auditorium it is peaked. The wilding is of rmsonry construc­
tion sheathed with dull-red carnoo brick. All decorative exterior elerrents were tmde of cast concrete 
rather than stone 1D reduce the wilding cost. These ci!corative elerrents include q.K>ins, windo.'l surrounds, 
and the tmin entrance surroond. A delicate iron oolcony fronts the three arched lea<Ed-glass windo.'ls oo the 
Jefferson Avenue facade. The initial seriousness of the design is l:roken by a m1 of heads alternately 
feigning laughter and tears, satirizing the tmsks of classical theater. These heads and the other decora­
tive fea1llres v~re fashioned by Italian-born sculptor Corrado Parducci (d. 1981, age 81). Over the entrance 
is the even rrore curious irrage of a terra-cotta rrask whose red center represents a g1ping rrouth reneath a 
rroustache, nose, and ci!ep-set eyes. The phrase on the tanner is the Club's rrotto, Nunquam Renig- a play 
on words rreani ng 11never refuse. 11 

The interior space is divided into three distinct areas. On the rmin floor are tile check roan, office, 
lounge, dressing roons, lavatories, auditorium, and stage. Additional cressing roans, prqJerty roan, and 
wardrobe roan are in the parti a 1 ooserrent. The c 1 ub roan, 1 oge, and projection-sound l:xx>th occupy the 
second floor. 
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The interior resign is also rerived fran the Florentine Renaissance. ~1aterials originally looked ~on 
as inexpensive and COOl1DI1 were so used that trey possess an even greater interest than a I!Dre expensive 
treatrent v1ould possess. Interior walls are of LD1glazed, dull-red brick except in the auditorium where 
grey cast cinder blocks in a variezy of rectangular shapes and sizes were used. The heavy WCX><En structural 
beams of the auditorium ooiling are supported by rrassive I!DI1olithic cast concrete coll.l!lls. Ceiling reams 
throughout the wilding are stenciled with brightly oolored geooetric resigns by Ttxxms Di Lorenzo. Di 
Lorenzo also painted the fine rrural above the proscenium cepicting Shakespeare's Seven Ages of Man. 
Metalworker Oscar Bach was cx:mrrissioned 1D execute the wrought iron fixtllres and the brass interior cbor 
handles in the shapes of rrrrthological beasts. Decorative tiles produced by the Pe.-Jabic Pottery have ll:!en 
set into the ooncrete floor of the lounge. 

Six canvas hangings produced by Paul Honore hang on the auditorium \'Jalls. These <Epict oddly mixed 
groupings of entertainers rendered in a szyle reminiscent of illustrations found in children's books of the 
1920s. These groups inclu!E j:!sters, minstrels, acrobats, a strikingly exotic snake chanrer, and a circus 
ringrraster. Each hanging is so cmposed as 1D represent a portion of a procession. 

There have ll:!en no significant alterations 1D the wilding sinoo its construction, and consioorable 
effort has ll:!en expended 1D preserve the integrizy of the (Tiginal resign and recorative retails. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric ----· archeology-prehistoric _ _ community planning ·· ·--· landscape architecture ____ religion 
_ 140D-1499 .. _ archeology-historic ___ conservation ____ law __ science 
_ 150D-1599 __ agriculture ___ economics ____ literature __ sculpture 
__ 160D-1699 _ _x_ architecture ____ education __ military __ social/ 
_ 170D-1799 ____ art __ __ engineering ___ music humanitarian 
__ 180D-1899 __ commerce ·-- exploration/settlement __ philosophy ._ theater 
___x_ 190o-1925 __ communications _____ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

191 0_19 2 5 ---- invention . ~other (specify) 
Soc1a1 h1story 

Specific date~~~~~~f.IC=~11 ~.,1 Xu11~0~~ I:7L:.JBuilder/Architect Wl! I lam~· Kapp, prH1Clpal des1gner tran 
Sm1th, H1nchman & Grylls 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Players is a &Jperb exarrple of private club resign and architecture fran the first CJBrter of this 
century in Michigan exenplifying Arts and Crafts influences. This wilding cBronstrates the innovative and 
artistic u~s of cnmoo rraterials such as cast concrete in place of rut <r carved stone to create rich 
<Ecorative effect at minirral expense. Incorporated into the fabric of the wilding are artistic works by 
noted Detroit and Arrerican artists including nuralist Paul Honore, painting by Thams Di Lorenzo and John S. 
Cq>pin, sculpture by Corraoo Parducci, iron work by Oscar Bach, and handra<E tile by the Pewabic Pottery. 
One of about ten private social clubhou~s wilt in Detroit and its suwrbs dJring the city's years of rapid 
gro.o~th prior to the Great Depression, The Players is unique in that it was built to tro~ a club whose forus 
was the theater. It was unusual in 1925 that a 91B.ll, all""fTBle arrateur theatrical group oould finance the 
construction and afford the rraintenance of a rust.oordesigned theater building cnrplete with fly galleries, a 
trap stage d:Jor, orchestra pit, dressing roans, workshq>s, rreeting roans, a lounge, kitchen, club roan, and 
an office. It is even rrore rerarkable that today, &Jre sixty years later, 1tlis wilding is still reing used 
by the sane crgani zati on for its cri gina 1 intended purpose. 

Players has provided an irrportant rultural function of allONing arateur, OOI"'IJrofessional actors to 
experience all aspects of theater including play;.niting, lighting, costurre and ~t resign, and rrakeup. As a 
regular feature of its rronthly production, ~al guests fran the professional theater are invited to add 
to the evening's entertainrrent in the 11AfterglON. 11 Arrong those distinguished guests who have trod the 
boards at Players are Otis Skinner, Eddie Cantor, W. C. Fields, Frank Craven, EdNard G. Robinson, Bert 
Williams, and, although not an entertainer, Mrriral Hilliam Bird. 

The Players vas crganized oo Decerber 10, 1910 by a group of prarrinent Detroit businessrren and civic 
lea<Ers for the express purpose of fonrring a club revot.ed to ~rious but fl00'1Jrofessional theater for rren. 
All of the charter rrerbers had reen active with an earlier g-oop, the Caredy Club. The Caredy Club was qJen 
to both ~xes, but reased to exist about 1900. In 1907, another groop, Fine Arts, \..as fonred along the 
lines of the Caredy Club. Fine Arts is still in existence and u~s The Players for their productions. 

The P-layers was strictly a rrale crganization fran its inception and rrerrbers are expected to take their 
prq>er turn playing required ferrale roles, hence the rrotto 11Nunquam Renig, 11 never say no. During the fif­
teen years prior to wilding its ONn club OOilding, The Players rented various theaters including the Little 
Theater of the Detroit Society of Arts and Crafts and other cmnercial theaters to stage their productions. 
In 1916 the club regan publishing a rronthly wlletin to review productions and infonn rrerrbers of club acti­
vities. The Player is still published today. An integral feature of the wlletin since 1918 is a cartoon 
for each production crawn by a club rrerrber. The criginal drawings are fraJred and aoorn the v~alls of the 
hall and lounge. 

In ~1arch, 1925, the TJBT'bership recided to erect their ONn club hou~ and theater. Ten rrerrbers including 
auto rragnate Edsel B. Ford each pledged $10,())) to guarantee the required bank loan. H. J. ~'IE!ll Grylls 
of the architectural finn of Smith, Hinchrran & Grylls agreed to prepare the necessary plans and drawings. 
He asked William E. Kapp of the finn to handle this task. Both Grylls and Kapp \'ere rrerrbers of the club. 
Building regan in June, 1925 and The Players was fonmlly dedicated with an q:>ening perform1nce on Decefrber 
10, 1925. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See Continuation Sheet 

1 0. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property Less than one acre 
Quadrangle name Detroit Quadrangle scale 2 4 0 0 0 

UT M References 

A l!..L?J @J 3 1 1o 19 1 g 14 1 6 ~ ,9 ls1 '\O I 
Zone Eastlng Northing 

cLLJ I I 1 I 1 1 I I 1 I 1 I 1 1 I 
eLLJ I I 1 I 1 1 I I 1 I 1 I 1 1 I 
GLL.j I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

See continuation sheet. 

8 W II I 1 
Zone Easting 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county 

state code county 

11. Form Prepared By 
Thomas W. Brunk, Architectural Historian 

I 

code 

code 

name/title R. 0. Christensen, National Register Coordi.na:t.Qr _____________ _ 
University of Detroit School of Architecture 

organization Bureau of Hi story, Dept. of State date 26 SeQtember 1986 
1479 Seminole Avenue (313) 331-4930 

street & number 208 North C~ ito 1 telephone (517) 335-27l;z__ ___ _ 
Detroit 

city or town Lansipq state Michi.9,an 48918 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national ~-state __ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
6&5), 1 hereby nominate this property for Inclusion In the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature M~~ 
0 

title Director. Bureau of Hi stor date 

For NPS use only 
1 Mrelty certify that this property is Included I~ t~~lollfl '!_ealster 

,. ~M {)z . lJ.u p~ ~atione.l !&[.~,.. .. 
of the National Register 

date ft/;z;/f7 

Atteet: date 

Chief of Registration 



NPS Form 1C).8()(Ho 
(8-88) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 8 Page _____;:2:.___ 

OMS Approvlll No. 1024-0018 

The lOtJ budget, design freedom given Kapp, and collaboration of 'tq> Detroit artists and artisans 
resulted in an innovative wilding in which the cecorative possibilities of cxmmn building rraterials were 
exploited and the surfaces arbellished by cecorative tile, sculp1llre, rrurals, stencilling, and rretalwork of 
high quality. The Pe.-1abic Pottery, Corrado Parducci, Tharas Di Lorenzo, and Paul Honore are the rest kno.<lll 
of the persons/finns who collaborated on The Players' decorative sc:hell'e. The PB'Iabic Pottery Ccrrpany, 
founded by Mary Chase Perry (Mrs. William H. Stratton) and Horace Jarres Caulldns, was by the 1920s producing 
decorative tilB'Iork for churches and public l:xrildings across the nation. Comicb J. Parducci (19oo-1981) 
specialized in cesigning architec1llral srulp1llre in stone, plaster, and rretal that was exeruted by others. 
His a:mnissions incluced work in the Buhl Building (1925) and Penobscot and Union Guardian Buildings (1928) 
by Smith, Hinchrmn and Grylls; Albert Kahn's Fisher Building of 1928; and w. E. N. Ht.01ter' s Trinity Lutheran 
Church of 1927. The first four are the largest Detroit skyscrapers of the 1920s. Ttxxms Di Lorenzo rrade a 
specialty of cecorative painting. He painted the rich ceiling cecoration in the arcade and rrain oonking 
roan in the Fisher Building and also the decorative painting in Smith, Hinchrmn and Grylls' Hilson Theatre 
( 1928) in Detroit. Pau 1 Honore ( 1885-1956) , a painter and rrura 1 i st, is rest kllO/Jrl for his rrura 1 s in the 
Midland County Courthouse, Midland, Michigan. 

Today The Players is regularly used by "two other theatrical groups for their perfonrances -Fine Arts, 
which is a group of both sexes, and Theater Arts, vAlich is an all ferrale group. By ~cial appoin1:rient The 
Players is rented to private individuals or other organizations for their functions. 
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Benson, Rotert, 11Look Up: Beauty in Detroit, .. Michigan, The Magazine of the De1roit Ne,.zs, 
October 14, 1984, p. 24. 

Gallagher, Janes P. and Hollerran, Thooe.s J., Smith, Hinchrran & Grylls: 125 Years of Architecture 
and Engireering 1853-1978 (Detroit, Wayne State University Press, 1978), p. 107, 111, 116. 

Hollenan, Thooas J., 11Arts and Crafts Architecture in De1roit, 11 Arts and Crafts in De1roit 1906-1976: 
The Mov~nt, The Society, The School (De1roit, Detroit Insti1llte of Arts, 1976), p. 43.44. 

Hollerran, Thooas J., Detroit Bike Trips (Detroit, 1975), p. 24. 

Stark, George W., 11The Players ••• A Dream and the Reality, .. Bulletin of the Detroit Historical Museum, 
vol. XVII #2, November, 1960, p. 4-10. 

11The Players' Club, Detroit, .. The Architectural Forum, Vol. XLV #3, Septe!Tber, 1926, p. 179-180. 

AENR87065A AENR87065D 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTTFTCATTON 

E 19.68 ft. of S 200ft. of lot 4 et. al., except part taken for widening 
of E. Jefferson Ave., plus W 40.32 ft. of S. 200ft. of lot 5 et. al., 
except part taken for widening of E. Jefferson Ave. Part of plat of 
George Hunt Farm, Liber 27, p. 251. This is the entire property 
associated with The Players. 
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UNITEO STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

(re \flayers) 
ayne CountY 

MICHIGAN 

l'!a.tered in ~ 

D resubmission 
National Register. Action: 

D nomination by person or local government 
D owner objection 
D appeal 

Substantive Review: Dsample 

Reviewer's comments: 

D request 

Nomination returned for: __ technical corrections cited below 
__ substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

D appeal 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? 

7. Description 

Condition 

D excellent 

Ogood 

Dtair 

0 deteriorated 

D ruins 

D unexposed 

Dyes Dno 

Check one 

D unaltered 

D altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

D summary paragraph 
D completeness 
D clarity 
D alterations/integrity 
D dates 
D boundary selection 

Federal Agency: ____ _ 

D N R decision 

Recom./Criteria ----- - ------­
Reviewer---------------
Discipline _____________ _ 
Date _______________ __ 

__ see continuation sheet 

Present Use 

Check one 

D original site 

D moved date--------



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

D summary paragraph 
D completeness 
D clarity 
D applicable criteria 
D justification of areas checked 
0 relating significance to the resource 
D context 
0 relationship of integrity to significance 
0 justification of exception 
D other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property -------
Quadrangle name ____ _ 

UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State HiS1oric Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

0Maps 
D Photographs 
0 Other 

date 

local 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to-----------------------------

Signed __________________ Date----------- Phone:------------

GPO 918 • 450 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

RICHARD H. AUSTIN SECRETARY OF STATE 

April 2, 1987 

Ms. Carol D. Shull, Supervisory Historian 
National Register of Historic Places Branch 
Interagency Resource Management Division 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull : 

LANSING 

MICHIGAN 48918 

BUREAU OF HISTORY 

ADMINISTRATION, PUBLICATIONS 
ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION 
208 N. Capitol Avenue 
517-373-05t0 

STATE ARCHIVES 
3405 N. Logan Street 
517-373-0512 

MICHIGAN HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
208 N. Capitol Avenue 
517-373-3559 

Enclosed are National Register of Historic Places nomination materials for 
The Players in Detroit, Michigan. I certify that the intent-to-nominate 
notification requirements have been fulfilled. This property is being 
submitted for listing in the National Register. All notarized statements 
of objection and written comments concerning this nomination submitted to 
us prior to the submission of this nomination to you are enclosed. 

Please direct all questions concerning this nomination to Robert 0. 
Christensen, National Register Coordinator (517/335-2719). 

Sincerely, 

771~4'1'~ 
Martha M. Bigelow 
Director, Bureau of History 
and 
Michigan State Historic Preservation Officer 

MMB/ROC/sl 

enc. 

~3 
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T .. .. ._ H. 

NUNQUAM RENIG 

March 6, 1987 

Ms. Martha M. Bigelow 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Bureau of History 
Michigan Department of State 
Lansing, Michigan 48918 

Dear Ms. Bigelow: 

MAR 11 1987 

BU' Rr:AU OF - ' t· ""·r - ...... , . , .~ 
~ .. - Oj - -I. J 

Thank you very much for your letter of February 
23rd concerning the nomination of the Players theater, 
3321 East Jefferson, Detroit, to the National Register 
of Historic Places, and for your invitation for Players 
to be represented at the review board meeting on March 26, 
1987. 

We are indeed very pleased to be nominated for 
the historic designation and will be represented at the 
Review Board meeting by Player board members Peter J. Bellanca, 
Robert Domke and Thomas Brunk, Player historian. 

I myself will be out of the city at that time and 
regretfully will be unable to attend. Thank you again for 
informing us of the nomination and for your invitation to 
us to attend the hearing. 

Sincerely, 

~~ M: omr:;ry 
President 

JOM:c 

THEATRE AND OFFICE e 3321 EAST JEFFERSON AVENUE e DETROIT . MICH . 48207 


