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United States Department of the Interior 
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See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries-complete applicable sections 

1. Name 

historic Charles T. Mitchell House 

and or common Mitchell House 

2. Location 

OHB No. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

For NPS use only 

received nr.T 3 0 10()~ 
date entered DEC I 1901 

street & number 118 N. Shelby Street tfA not for publication 

city, town Cadillac N/A._ vicinity of 

state Michigan code 026 county Wexford 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
JL bullding(s) 
_structure 
_ site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
.x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 

N/A 

Status 
_occupied 
_ unoccupied 
.x_ work in progress 
Accessible 
.x_ yes: restricted 
_ _ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

4. Owner of Property 

name Dr. and Mrs. Roland H. Lamkin 

street & number 6449 S. Morey Road 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
.x__ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ Industrial 
_military 

code 165 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

city, town McBain llL8 vicinity of state Michigan 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Wexford County Abstract Office 

street & number Courthouse 

city, town Cadillac state Michigan 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title Michigan State Survey Data has this property been determined eligible? _ yes lL. no 

date May 1986 _ federal ...x_ state _ county _ local 
-------------------------------------------------------

deposltoryforsurveyrecords Bureau of History, 208 N. Capitol Ave. 
------~----------------------------

city, town Lansing state Michigan 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
lLgood 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _x_ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
_ moved date 

DescrR,. the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Charles T. Mitchell House consists of 'two ooildings, the residence aoo the carriage house. Both 
structures face the west aoo are located along the east side of North Shelby S1reet. The rectangular, 'two­
s1Dry residence with hip roof rreasures approxirrately 39 feet by 57 feet aoo the L-shaped carriage house 
approxirrately 109 feet along the longer leg, 59 feet along the shorter leg, with both legs 28 feet wide. 
The residence was ooilt in 1874 in the French Secooo Errpire swle, oot it was ~lled aoo its appearance 
totally changed in 1926. The carriage house was ooilt several years after the ramdelling of the residence. 
The carriage house is one s1Dry in height with a hip roof except at the southern half of the longer leg 
which is of 'two s1Dry heights. Both ooildings are clad in dark rust color brick aoo covered with slate 
tiled roofs. 

The residence as ramdelled in 1926 had a large rectangular parlor at the west end of the house. A 
double fi~lace at the south end of this roan separated it fran a porch. (This fi~lace was ramved in 
1959 when the structure was converted for use as a ft11eral lure.) Perpeooicular 1D the parlor running the 
ramining repth of the house is the central hallway (prombly added in 1959). To the east of the hallway 
was a large sqtare fomal dining roan; east of which was a srrall 'two-roan pantry carplex; east of which was 
the kitchen. Adjacent, 1D the north of the kitchen, is a stairway leading 1D the second floor. 

At the north end of the large front parlor is a stairway also leading to the second floor. East of the 
parlor was a large library (the records are not clear on exact dirrensions) with fi~lace and srrall alcove 
projecting fran the north face of the house. Behind the library were 'two sqtare shaped roans probably used 
for a family dining roan and day roan. 

When the house was converted for use as a flfleral lure (1959), the fomal dining roan, library, family 
dining roan and day roan were changed 1D slurrber roans. The kitchen aoo pantry carplex were changed to pre­
paration and supply roans. 

The second floor is divided into 'two sections and has ramined intact since the 1920s. The front (east) 
section contains a rraster redroan suite with bath along the north side, and 'two day/sitting roans along the 
south side. The first of these roans contains a fi~lace. Separated fran this section by a door and 
accessible via the back stairs is a 'two-redroan (each with bath) section. These back roans were probably 
used either as servant quarters or guest roans. 

The carriage house contains bays 1D accaoodate four ~hicles as well as s1Drage and work roan on the 
first level. The secooo floor was used as living qtarters probably for servants. 

The interior of the house features 'two original fi~laces, original w()()(}oJ()rk, wainscotting, doors and 
caserrents. The current res1Dration has uncovered the original wood flooring. The brick ~neer will be 
rE;)ointed to rratch the original. The slate roof and c~per eaves will also be retained. 



8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
--· 140~1499 
_150~1599 

_ 160~1699 

_ 170~1799 

-- 180~1899 
_x_ 190~ 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
____ archeology-prehistoric . __ community planning ____ landscape architecture ____ religion 
____ archeology-historic ____ conservation ---··· law ___ science 
_ _ agriculture __ _ economics ____ literature __ sculpture 
____ architecture ____ education ___ military ___ social/ 
___ art . _ _ engineering ___ music humanitarian 
____ commerce ___ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications .. JL industry __ politics/government _ transportation 

____ invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dates Remodelled 1920s Builder/Architect Unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Charles T. Mitchell House is a uniq~..e 1920s structure in Cadillac with Craftsrran and Prairie scyle 
fea1llres. The OOLise is further si gni fi cant because of Mi tche 11' s irrportance in the hi story of the can-
ITilni cy. His fi nns - Cobbs & Mi tche 11, Cadillac Lurrber, Cadillac Handle, Cadi llac-Soo LIJTber, Cadillac 
State Bari<, Cadillac Chemical, Mitchel l & Diggins, Cadillac Malleable Iron-- collectively arplcyed fran 
one-fourth to one-third of the entire Cadillac workforce. Beginning in 1905, thrrugh these carpanies, 
Mitchell successfully provided labor rrarkets as the lurrber mills began to close. Largely because of 
Mitchell's efforts Cadillac was able to rraintain its econanic sta1lls. In 1922 he <Etemrioo:J to ram<El his 
house (purchased in 1918, ooilt in 1873) according to the scyle of the era and the local wilding codes 
which required a brick veneer around the OOLise and tiled roof. As a result, the house is entirely a product 
of the 1920s. 

Charles Tennant Mitchell (b. 31 Mqy 1800; d. 17 Noverrber 1948) was the son of William W (W.W.) and Ella 
(nee Yost) Mitchell. W. W. Mitchell was the nepheN of George A. Mitchell who induced the Grand Rapids and 
Indiana Railroad to wild through the site nON ocrupied by Cadillac and platted the village in 1874. George 
Mitchell died in 1878 and his rosiness partner Wellington W. Ct.rnrer todc over the rosiness offices. W. W. 
Mitchell worked for his uncle llltil 1877 when he fonred a partnership with Jonathan W. Cobbs. Charles 
1•1i tche 11 worked for Cobbs & Mi tche 11. 

Charles Mitchell becarre president of Cobbs & Mitchell Carpaey in 1915, upon his father's ooath. Before 
assuming the presidency of Cadillac's largest industry arploying 180 nen, Charles Mitchell realized alter­
native industry was needed to ensure the area's econanic life. The pine lurrbering industry which had 
brrught wealth to the area thrrugh the efforts of Charles' father and great uncle was allll)st finished by 
1905. As a result Charles Mitchell began to realize the advantages of the standing hard.-Klods. (Since trees 
were felled with axe and saN, pine lurrbenren had selc.bn rut cloNn hardtroods.) 

In 1905 Charles Mitchell was ins1:rurrental in fomring the Cadillac Chemical Carpaey, which produced wood 
alcdlol and acetate of line. The finn later expanded to produce other charricals. Also in 1905 Mitchell 
fonred the finn of Mitchell & Diggins Carpaey which produced charcoal fran the harOOod by-products of Cobbs 
& Mitchell's indus'lrial processes. The charcoal was ft.el used in pig iron productions. Mitchell & Diggins 
soon began the production of pig iron itself and contirued to do so until 1935. In 1922 Mitchell was 
involved with the fornation of and becarre president of Cadillac Malleable Iron Carpallf, which still q:>erates 
under the narre CMI, Inc. 

Mitchell's pri nary efforts, fuNever, went to the Cobbs & Mi tche 11 Carpaey. Cobbs & Mi tche 11 changed 
fran logging, prirrarly production, and saN milling to secondary production, converting sawed lurrber into 
hardwood -- rraple - flooring. The finn was kncwn thrrughout the Midvest for its flooring. In 1923 Cobbs & 
Mitchell flooring was used in the repairs to the White House in Washington, D.C. Because of the praninent 
position held by Cobbs & Mitchell in the hard.-lood industry, Mitchell was elected president of the Michigan 
HardNood Marufacturers Association. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See Continuation Sheet 

1 0. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property one acre 
Quadrangle name Cadillac North, Michigan 
UT M References 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

See Continuation Sheet 
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List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state none code 

state code 

11. Form Prepared By 
1) Shawna K. Baas 

name/title 2) Richard H. Hams 

organization 2) Bureau of History 

county code 

county code 

date 

1) 828 Oak Street (616) 775-8534 
street & number 2) 208 N. C~itol telephone (517) 335-272........___ ____ _ 

1) Cadillac ---------------'-------"'-'"-"'-"-'--~"-----="-'-

city or town 2) Lansing state Michigan 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

_ national __ state _x_ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for Inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title Director, Bureau of History 

For NPS use only 

Atteat: 
Chief at Registration 

date tJ4f: / Y; /tjcft 
; 

date 

date 
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The various finns in which Mitchell 1t1as active atployed 300 to 400 peq:>le yearly, or one-third or nnre 
of the carnuni-t;y's vJOri<force, which fluctuated fran 900 to 1,000 peq:>le. Mitchell was also active in such 
other Cadillac based finns as: Cadillac LLI!ber Carparrf, Cadillac Handle Carparrf, aoo Cadillac-Sao LLI!ber 
Carparrf, Cadillac State Bali<. At various tirres he was president of Hilliam H. Mitchel l Carparrf (out of 
state tirrber), Mitchell Brothers Carparrf, Mitchell-Diggins Iron Carparrf, Cadillac Malleable Iron Carparr~, 
aoo Cadillac Chanica 1 Carparrf. 

Mitchell was a rrerrber of the National Manufacturers Association, Maple Flooring Manufacturers 
Association, and the r~ichigan Hard.-Jood Manufacturers Association. Vlithin Cadillac, he was a rrerrber of the 
Cadillac Country Club, Elks, Maple Hill Caretery Board, M . .tnicipal Pari< Board, aoo the Yr-tA Advisory Board. 
He cbnated funds to the Metrodist Church, in spite of the fact that he was Ramn Catholic. 

Mitchell rrarried Mary Gleasian of Cadillac, on 17 August 1916. They had 'two children, Hilliam H. and 
Katherine. 

The Charles Mitchell House is a unique example of 1920s Craftsman and Prairie Style influence in 
Cadill ac. It is the only such brick clad house in the community. Other contemporary residential 
construction was with wood siding, and predominately in the Bungalow Style. 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

OHB No . 102 4 -001 8 
Erp1re s 10 - 31 -8 7 

Page 2 

Anrual Report of the Depart:nent of Labor (First-Tenth), (Lansing: ~~nkoq:>, Hallenbeck, Cra.-Jford, 
191Q-1919). 

Anrual Report of the Bureau of Labor (22nd-37th), (Lansing: ~~nkoq:> , Hallenback, Crcwford, 
1905-1920) • 

Gibson, Hen~ H., Industrial Cadillac (Chicago: Hardwood Record, 1907). 

Hotchkiss, George W., HistD~ of the LLITber and Forest Industry of the Nortlwest (Chicago: George W. 
Hotchkiss Co., 1898). 

NortDn, W. A., Cadillac Cit¥ Directo~ (St. Joseph, MI : A. B. fvbrse & Co., 1900)~ 

Peterson, William, The Vie-J Fran Courthouse Hill (Philadelphia: Dorrace & Co., 1972). 

POders, Pe~ F., A HistD~ of Northern Michigan arx:l Its Peq:>le (Chicago: LeNis Publishing Co., 1912). 

Cadillac Evening News: 
Centennial Edition, 1971 
28 June 1923, p. 1 
7 August 1923, p. 1 
14 August 1923, p. 1 
24 July 1931, p. 1 
17 November 1948, p. 1 
18 Noverrber 1948, p. 1 
22 November 1948, p. 1 

Cadillac Parrphlet File, Wexford Councy Public Libra~, Cadillac, Michigan. 

Oral Intervie-Js: 
Mr. Patrick Birtles, various occasions: Decerrber 1985 - March 1986 
Dr. Rolarx:l H. Larrkin, various occasions: Decerrber 1985 - Mardl 1986 
Mr. Earl Huckle: 19 Decerrber 1985, 12 May 1986 
Mr. William Peterson: 20 Decerrber 1985 
t1rs. Jayne Williams: 17 Decerrber 1985, 10 June 1986. 
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10. Verbal Boundary Description and Justification 

OHB No . l024- 00l8 
Expires lO-Jl-87 

Page 2 

Lots 7 and 8, 9 and 10 of Block 21 of Mitchell's Revised Plat of the Village of Clam Lake, nON Cizy of 
Cadillac, VExford Counzy, Michigan and that parrel of land <Escribed as beginning at the NW corner of 
said Lot 7 of Block 21 of Mitchell ' s Revised Plat of the Village of Clam Lru<e, nON Cizy of Cadil lac, 
45 ' E, 111.6 feet; thenre S31 °30'E, 50 feet to the N line of the alley produced westerly; thenre E31 °30 ' N 
on theN line of said alley 100 feet; thenre N31°30'W 144 feet on the \...esterly line of said Lot 7 to the 
plare of beginning, said last <Escribed parrel reing a portion of Beech and Shelby streets according to 
the said Plat, but heretofore and on or about S~tarber 20, 1882, vacated by a Decree of the Ci rruit 
Court for the Counzy of Wexford." This is the entire property description on which the structure stands. 

AENR86205A AENR86205D 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Fed. Reg. Da~ V2 
7
G/ 

Dat~ Due: ~"ft _-+ :::zU :1; (;£ 

Working No.~OCT 3t!_Q 1986 

tli~ctlon: __ CEPT _ / ..7- 1 - J.--:6 
Entered in RETURN ' ' 
l!t~.t1on~.l Re~:tater =REJECT 

0 resubmission 
0 nomination by person or local government 
0 owner objection 
0 appeal 

Substantive Review: Osample 

Reviewer's comments: 

0 request 

Nomination returned for: ___ technical corrections cited below 
___ substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

0 appeal 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Stet us 
Accessible 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? 

7. Description 

Condition 

0 excellent 

Ogood 

0 fair 

0 deteriorated 

0 ruins 

0 unexposed 

0 yes Ono 

Check one 

0 unaltered 

0 altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

0 summary paragraph 
0 completeness 
0 clarity 
0 alterations/integrity 
0 dates 
0 boundary selection 

-----------------
Federal Agency: _______ _ 

0 N R decision 

Recom./Criteria --------------------­
Reviewer ---------------------------­
Discipline----------------------------
Date ________________________ _ 

__ see continuation sheet 

Present Use 

Check one 

0 original site 

0 moved date------------



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph} 

D summary paragraph 
D completeness n 
0 clarity 
0 applicable criteria 
D justification of areas checked 
0 relating significance to the resource 
0 context 
D relationship of integrity to significance 
0 justification of exception 
D other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property ______ _ 
Quadrangle name _____ _ 

UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

0 Maps 
0 Photographs 
D Other 

date 

local 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to - --------------------- - - - - ----

Signed---------------- - -- Date---- -------- Phone:------ - --- --

GPO 9 1 8·450 

Comments for any i tBm may be continued on an attached sheet 









Charles T. Mitch~ll House 
118 N. Shelby Street, Cadillac, Wexford County, Michigan 

Roland H. Lamkin, 30 May 1986 
Neg: Bureau of History 
View from southwest (interior) 
Photo 2 of 5 
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MH-69 

MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

RICHARD H. AUSTIN SECRETARY OF STATE 

October 3, 1986 

Ms. Carol D. Shull, Supervisory Historian 
National Register of Historic Places Branch 
Interagency Resource Management Division 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

LANSING 

MICHIGAN 48918 

BUREAU OF HISTORY 

ADMINISTRATION, PUBLICATIONS 
ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION 
208 N. Capitol Avenue 
517-373-0510 

STATE ARCHIVES 
3405 N. Logan Street 
517-373-0512 

MICHIGAN HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
208 N. Capitol Avenue 
517-373-3559 

Enclosed are National Register of Historic Places nomination materials for the 
Charles T. Mitchell House in Cadillac, Michigan. I certify that the intent-to­
nominate notification requirements have been fulfilled. This property is being 
submitted for listing in the National Register. No notarized statements of ob­
jection or written comments concerning this nomination were submitted to us 
prior to the submission of this nomination to you. 

Please direct all questions concerning this nomination to Richard H. Harms 
(517/335-2721). 

Sincerely, 

/?~~~ 
Martha M. Bigelow 
Director, Bureau of History 
and 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

MMB/ROC/sl 

enc. 

OC1 3 0 \986 


