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Historic Nare: George J. Katl>f House 
Location: 212 E. Kilbuck St., Tecllffieh, MI 
Classification 

Category: bui 1 ding 
Ownership: private 
Public Acquisition: N/A 
Status: occupied 
Accessible: yes:unrestricted 
Present Use: private residence 

Description 
Condition: good 
Altered 
Original site 

Item number 

OM B No. 1 0 24- 00 18 
Exp i r e s 10-31-8 7 

Page 

The George Kffil)f 1-buse is a broad and low, two-story, clapboarded, irregular-plan, Queen Anne/Colonial 
Revival dwelling with a high hipped roof with subsidiary gables. The front exhibits three dormers 
possessing return cornices trimmed in vergeboard. The large central dormer contains two windows and a 
triangular sunburst in the front gable peak, while the smaller dormers on either side echo the decorative 
elements of the large dormer. A large porch with a latticework base, Tuscan columns, and turned baluster 
railings screens the entire front. 

Significance 
Period: 1900-
Areas of significance: architecture 
Date of construction: 1905 
Builder/architect: presumably built and perhaps designed by George Kempf 

The Kempf House is significant in the Tecumseh context as the town•s best exemplification of hybrid 
Queen Anne/Colonial Revival design characteristics of the turn-of-the-century period. In its decorative 
vergeboards and sunbursts, turned-post side porch, and high-roofed, asymmetrical design, the house looks 
back to Queen Anne, while in its broad, fonnal facade and Colonial front porch it reflects the Colonial 
Revival designs more frequently seen elsewhere in Michigan. The house is also notable as the home of local 
master carpenter George J. Kffil)f who, with his brother, Henry Kffil)f, built many local hO'i"es. 

Geographical Data 
Acreage: less than one acre 
UTM Reference: 17 256290 4653890 
Verbal boundary description and justification: 

Assessor•s Plat 2, lot 196. This is the entire lot associated with the house. 
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Kempf, George J., House (Tecumseh MRA) 
Lena wee County 
MICHIGAN 

Working No. JUL 9 "6 
Fed. Reg. Date: ,';)/,d/87 " ! 
DateDue: ~~- x£~,~ 

0 resubmission 
Action: -~CEPT ~ -[:fLJ:? 

..... vw • .,; ... .:i.ll the __ RETURN ___ • _____ _ 

0 nomination by person or local government 
0 owner objection 

li~t1oneJ. ilc1ater. _REJECT ______ _ 

0 appeal 

Substantive Review: Osample 0 request 

Reviewer's comments: 

Nomination returned for: __ technical corrections cited below 
__ substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

0 appeal 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? 

7. Description 

Condition 

0 excellent 

Ogood 
Otair 

0 deteriorated 

0 ruins 

0 unexposed 

0 yes Ono 

Check one 

0 unaltered 

0 altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

0 summary paragraph 
0 completeness 
0 clarity 
0 alterations/integrity 
0 dates 
0 boundary selection 

Federal Agency: ____ _ 

0 NR decision 

Recom./Criteria ___________ _ 

Reviewer---------------
Discipline _____________ _ 
Date _______________ __ 

__ see continuation sheet 

Present Use 

Check one 

0 original site 
0 moved date _______ _ 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph} 

0 summary paragraph 
0 completeness 
0 clarity 
0 applicable criteria 
0 justification of areas checked 
0 relating significance to the resource 
0 context 
0 relationship of integrity to significance 
D justification of exception 
0 other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property -------
Quadrangle name _____ _ 

UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

t itle 

13. Other 

0 Maps 
D Photographs 
D Other 

date 

local 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to------------- ----------------

Signed------------------ Date-------- - - - Phone:------------

G PO 918•450 

Comments for any item may be continued on 811 attached sheet 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: -==6=====40===003====35=-------
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