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Historic Name: Samuel W. Temple House
Location: 115 W. Shawnee St., Tecumseh, MI
Classification

Category: building

Ownership: private

Public Acquisition: N/A

Status: occupied

Accessible: yes:unrestricted

Present Use: private residence
Description

Condition: good

Altered

Original site

Constructed c. 1866, the brick, one- and two-story Temple residence occupies a streetcorner site to the
north of Tecumseh's downtown. The two-story upright has an end-gable roof supported by paired brackets.
The second story of the upright contains four-over-four-light, double-hung sash windows and at the top of
the gable a rectangular window with a decorative grille. At the main floor, two four-over-four windows and
a front door with side and transom lights complete the facade. The gable-roofed, one-story wing has a
recessed porch containing a door and two windows. The building has three porches: one spanning the entire
front facade, one on the side, and one inset in the wing. All three have turned posts with square bases and
simple capitals. In the twentieth century, a bay window has been removed from the wing's front facade and
the cresting stripped fram the porch.

Significance:
Period: 1800-1899
Areas of Significance: architecture, commerce, industry
Date of Construction: c. 1866
Builder/architect: unknown

Significant as probably the finest example of an upright-and-wing house with Italianate detailing in
Tecumseh, the Temple House is also notable for Tecumseh as the one time home of Samuel W. Temple, a leading
Tunber merchant and businessman in Tecumseh in the second half of the nineteenth century. Temple, who came
from Vermont in 1859, had his large lumber yard and sash, door, and blind and picture frame, moulding, and
furniture factories located nearby to the east of his house (the whole commercial/industrial development has
disappeared). .

Geographical Data
Acreage: less than one acre
UM Reference: 17 255970 4654550
Verbal boundary description and justification:
Lot 52, Assessors Plat 1. This is the entire lot on which the
house stands.
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2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property
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