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East Jefferson Avenue Residential Buildings Thematic Nomination UTMs. 

East Jefferson Avenue Residential Buildings Thematic Group 
Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan 

1) Double House 
· (Lopatin and Ward Building) 
547-549 East Jefferson Avenue 
Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan 
UTM ·References: 
17 E 334000 

N 46883 ' 0 

2) The Pal ms 
(The Palms Apartment Building) 
1001 East Jefferson Avenue 
Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan 
UTM References: 
17 E 332390 

N 4688590 

3) Ella Thayer House 
1386 East Jefferson Avenue 
Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan 
UTM References: 
17 E 332650 

N 4688700 

4) The Somerset 
(Parkcrest Apartment Building) 
1523 East Jefferson Avenue 
Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan 
UTM References: 
17 E 3327 70 

N 4688800 

5) Pasedena Apartments 
2170 East Jefferson Avenue 
Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan 
UTM References: 
17 E 333080 

N 4688920 

6) Phillip McMillan House 
2201 East Jefferson Avenue 
Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan 
UTM References: 
17 E 333180 

N 4689030 

7) Alexander Chene House 
(Little Harry's Restaurant) 
2681 East Jefferson Avenue 
Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan 
UTM References: 
17 E 333480 

N 4689190 

8) Franklin H. Walker House 
2730 East Jefferson Avenue 
Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan 
UTM References: 
17 E 333620 

N 4689210 

9) Garden Court Apartments 
2900 East Jefferson Avenue 
Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan 
UTM References: 
17 E 333660 

N 4689240 

10) Joseph Campen House 
2910 East Jefferson Avenue 
Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan 
UTM References: 
17 E 333700 

N 4689260 
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1. Historic Narre: The Palms 
COTIIDn Narre: The Palms 

2. 1001 East Jefferson Avenue, Detroit, t~I 

3. Category: Building 
CMnership: Private 
S ta:llls: Ocrupi e:l 
Access: Restricted 
Present Use: Residential 

4. Meehan Inves1:ITEnts 
405 Rivard 
Detroit, MI 48207 

7. Corxii tion: (i;)cxi 
Altered 
Original Site 

Item number 
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The Palms is a six-story apartrrent bJildi rg located at the norttwest corner of Jefferson Averue arrl Rivard 
Street. The bJilding is U-shaped in plan, with wirgs exterxiirg on the rear side, arrl has irregular-coursed, 
rrugh-face lirrestone facades. The front (southeast) facade has a central entrance with classical surrounds. 
With its enga!):!d, octagonal corner to,.,rers, four-story t:ay wind<M above the entrance, belt courses arxi roff 
balustrade, the facade treatrent is prinarily English Renaissance in szyle. The lot on which the Palms is 
1 ocated slopes do.-mwarn t<Mard Lame:! Averue at the rear causing the high baserrent, visible on the front 
facade, to becare a fully exposed story on the rear facade. 

The Palms was an early luxury apartrrent bJildirg arxi it ramine:l an elegant residencamtil the 1930s. 
Inside the nain entrance, a partial flight of stairs leads to the stairwell arxi elevator lob~; these sp:~.ces 
are decorated with elaborate plaster ceili rgs. The apar1:ITEnts contain nuch of their original detail; 
paneling, fireplaces, carved wocxiwork, etc. Originally, the apar1:ITEnts in the wirgs were very large arrl 
those in the front portion of the building somewhat snaller. 

During the Great Depression, ecoranic corxiitions caused the ~artrrents to be subdivide:!. N<M there are 
abrut fifzy units in the l:x.lilding, arxi though they are srraller than original apar1:ITEnts, tt"e st.bdivi sian 
caused mininal darmge to tl"e l:x.lilding•s i111Jortant interior fixtures. Exterior charges have been mininal. 
Several wirxicws were ad<Ed to tl"e side facades to accarmx:late the sl.bdivi sian of apartrrents. 

8. Period: 19oo­
Date: 1903 

Significance: Architecture 
B/A: Albert Kahn, Architect 

Tl"e Palms is a relatively early and extrE:m:!ly significant bJilding in tl"e career of its ardlitect, Albert 
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Kahn. It rre.rl<s the beginning of his use of steel-reinforced concrete, a techniqt.e which he later perfected 
in his greatest industrial structures. Kahn, then in partnership with George D. ~1ason, used reinforced 
concrete for the floors in the Palms while the walls were constructed of lead-bearing masonry. Trough 
Europeans such as Francois Hennebique and Auguste Perret had achieved s<XTE success with reinforced concrete 
about the saJ1l2 tirre as the construction of The Palms, the use of the ne.-J material was still highly experirrental. 

Albert Kam's brother, Julius, Chief Engineer for his brother wring constructim of The Palms, was stx>rtly 
thereafter to ~velop a precise, scientific systan of reinforcing concrete--the later faJIDus "Kahn Sys1Em." 
After the construction of The Palms, Julius Kam organized the Concrete Steel Carpary of Detroit (later to 
becare the Truscon Steel COIT\)ary, and ultirre.tely absor!E:i by the Republic Steel Ca!1Jary of Cleveland) to 
rre.nufacture the steel carponents for use in the "Katn Systan." Two years after TI'E Palms was Ca!1Jleted, 
Kahn's ~sign for the Packard Motor Car Campa~--Detroit's first building with a reinforced concrete 
structure--was erected. 

The Palms was narred for Francis Palms, son-in-law of Joseph Carrpau. C~u was a p<Merful real estate ~e­
culator who was responsible for much of Jefferson Avenue's late nineteenth-centllry ~veloprrent. Palms was 
one of the chief investors in the apar1:11ent building and had resided not far at~ay on East Jefferson Avenue. 

10. Boundary Description: 1001 East Jefferson, Palms Aparbrent Building. 

Lots 4, 5, 10, 11 of the Subdividion of the Rivard Fann P.C. 181. (Liber 12, Page 348). 
This is the entire property associated with the structure. 

Acreage: less than 1 
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Name East Jef ferson Avenue Residential TR 
State Wayne County, MICHIGAN 
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11. Chene, Alexander, House Eat.red 111 the iKeeper 
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13. Hibbard Apartment Build i ng Elltel'K ill th.e 

National Register 

14. Jeff erson Hall 

15. Kean The 
' 

16 . Manchester Apartments 

17. Palms, The 

Elt'U!red 111 tla.e 
•a~ · ~ster 

Entered 111. the 
National Register 

iA'ber.ed 111. th.e 
Watienal gist er 

Eailered in the 
National Register 

18. Parker, Arthur M., House Ell~~ 1u the 
a~(&n 1 egi er 

19. Pasadena Apartments 

20. Ponchartrain Apartments 

ER~ed in t he 
!ational Register 

._.ed 1 tlle 
la tenal Re 1•t r 

Attest 

~per 

Attest 

h&eper 

Attest 

t-!(;eper 

Attest 

hfeeper 

Attest 

rKeeper 

Attest 

hGeper 

Attest 

~per 

Attest 

W eeper 

Attest 

~£-u/rltr 

~/cl/rln--

cx:ia~(.I/7/Pi 

~&<--.dEC.'/'f// . 

~~"17k 

~r-.,'/9/rJ 

~ --...-//·c!tr IP.5 



WASO Form· 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Palms, The (East Jefferson Avenue Residential Tm 
~ne Count~ 
WI! illliXN Working No. AUG 2 9 , '" 

Fed. Reg. Date: .,;) · 3 - J>7 
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0 resubmission 
Action: -~-CCEPT (0 - ? -~ > 

Entered 1• thcl _RETURN ______ _ 
lfa.ot;~ goister _REJECT ______ _ 0 nomination by person or local government 

0 owner objection 
0 appeal 

Substantive Review: Osample 

Reviewer's comments: 

0 request 

Nomination returned for: __ technical corrections cited below 
__ substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Oappeal 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

51Btus 
AccessIble 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Exirnng Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? 

7. Description 

Condition 

0 excellent 

Ogood 

Otalr 

0 deteriorated 

0 ruins 

0 unexposed 

0 yes Ono 

Check one 

0 unaltered 

0 altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

0 summary paragraph 
0 completeness 
0 clarity 
0 alterations/integrity 
0 dates 
0 boundary selection 

Federal Agency:-----------

0 N R decision 

Recom./Criteria __________ _ 

Reviewer-------------
Discipline ____________ _ 
Date ______________ _ 

__ see continuation sheet 

Present Use 

Check one 

0 original site 
0 moved date ______ _ 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one psrlllfJfiiPh) 

0 summary paragraph 
0 completeness 
0 clarity 
0 applicable criteria 
0 justification of areas checked 
0 relating significance to the resource 
0 context 
0 relationship of integrity to significance 
0 justification of exception 
0 other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Dati 

Acreage of nominated property -------
Quadrangle name ____ _ 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. St118 His1Dric Preservation Officer CertifiC8tion 
The evaluated significance of this property within the st118 is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

0Maps 
0 Photographs 
0 Other 

date 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed 10----------------------------

Signed----------------- Date----------- Phone:-----------

CommentJI for sny itlm ,.y btl condnued on ., tJtt«httd lhHt 
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The Palms 
East Jefferson Ave. Residential Buildings Thematic 
Group 
Detroit, Wayne Co., MI 

Resouree Analysts, Inc., Dec. 1983 
Neg.: Michigan History Division 

208 N. Capitol Ave., Lansing 

View from south 
Photo 2 of 23 
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