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This 00-story, brick, ~een Anne-szyled hare set upon a stone foundation is located one block fran 
Lapeer•s min c<mrercial street and across the street fran another ifl1Jressive brick house at 507 Cedar, the 
Will i i!l1 H. and Sabrina Watson 1-buse discussed above. Its front entryway is oriented to the south W'lere it 
faces the intersection of Park and Cedar Streets. A porch at this comer of the house, supported beneath by 
an arched stone foundation, wraps around both the soufu...est and southeast facades and opens to a stairway 
and front si dewa 1 k at the comer. Sare \ttOOd retail i nq at the min entrance has been 1 ost over the years as 
a result of unsyrrpathetic changes and additions. A square brick tat.er rises a full three stories at the 
south comer of the house and is capped by a <bred hip roof. The min entrance to the ~een Anne rouse is 
at the base of this tat.er on the soufu...est side. A single dJor at the second-story level of the tat.er indi­
cates that the roof of the first-f1 oor porch once served as a ba 1 cony. Gab 1 e roofs frare the brick tat.er 
with cEcoratively shingled gable ends facing both soufu...est and southeast; on the sou~st elevation, the 
gable is omcrrented by a sunburst panel projecting over the shingled surface. Double-hung, one-over-one 
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wil'l<bws are capped by voussoirs of radiating brick braced beb.een stone irrposts. On the south't.est facade, 
the chCillfered corners of the building include second-floor windotls accented with hoods and large brackets 
while the southeast facade features a single ocular wi nc:k::1ti at the second-story 1 eve 1 and a bay wi n<:btl oo 
the rear ell. 

Significance: 
Period: 1800-1899 
Areas of Significance: Architecture, canrerce, politics, agriculture 

Like the Joseph Annstrong 1-buse located at 707 r.t:>nroe Street, the Rodney G. Hart House is an ClllJle, 
elegant ~een Anne residence executed in brick, stone, and 'rtOOd. It \tell reflected that period of strong 
economic development foll~ng the arrival of Lapeer•s first railroad in 1871 and utilized to the fUllest 
the roney, materials, and rmn~r that could so richly interpret the popular ~n Anne styles. And, like 
the Annstrong 1-buse, the Hart residence gains its ifllJOrtance not ooly fran its architecture, but fran its 
associations with a rmn 'tklo flourished as his C(Jf111Jni ty boored. Rodney G. Hart ( 1831-1~) , as noted in 
the 1884 Lapeer County History, W'lS the first child bom in 'tklat ~is the City of Lapeer. His father, 
Alvin N. Hart, \'ilS one of the first settlers of Lapeer and, roost irrportantly, \'ilS responsible for construc­
tion of the Lapeer County Courthouse and the platting of the currrent canrercial district. Rodney Hart 
pursued a l'lt.ll'ber of careers and business ventures dlring his lifetirre. In addition to serving as Lapeer•s 
first rmyor, Hart \'ilS a banker for tw:!lve years, built the first grain elevator in Lapeer, served as post­
master, and was involved in fanning and stockbreeding. Naturally, this adventurous rmn was responsible for 
bringing the first autarobile to Lapeer fran Chicago in the Spring of 1~1. 

Bib 1 iography: 

Ellis, Pioneer Families, page 129, 134, 135, 144, 145 
Lapeer COUnty oerocrat: 3-26-18~, page 8 
Page, Hi story of Lapeer County 

Geographical Data: 

Acreage: 
Quadrangle Nare: 
Quadrangle Scale: 
UlM Reference: 

1 ess than one acre 
Lapeer 
1:240Xl 
17/311700/4769330 

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification: 

Lot 107 in the Lapeer Village Plat of the City of Lapeer. This is the lot that the house stands on. 
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Photographer: 

Negative: 

Rodney G. Hart House 
(326 w. Park} 
Lapeer,. Lapeer County,. Michigan 

R. Haynes 
July 1984 ~ camera facing east 

Michigan History Division 
208 N. Capitol,. Lansing,. Michigan 


