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1. Name 

historic Grinnell Brothers Music House 

and:or common Gri nne 11 1 ~ 

2. Location 

street & number 27 S~Saginaw St~ 
• • 

city , town Pontiac 11/A vicinity of 

state Michigan code 026 county 

3. Classification 
Category 
_ district 
_X_ building(s) 
_ structure 
_ site 
_ object 

Ownership 
_ public 
_X_ private 
_ both 
Public Acquisition 
_ in process 
_ being considered 
~/A 

Status 
_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_ yes : restricted 
_x __ yes : unrestricted 
_ no 

4. Owner of Property 

name Pontiac Downtown Development Authority 

street & number 58 East Pike Street 

Oakland 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_ military 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

For NPS use only 

received MAR 2 2 JOOA 
date entered 

~not for publication 

code 125 

_ museum 
_ park 
_ private residence 
_ religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_x_ other: vacant 

city, town Pontiac !J/-13 vicinity of state Michigan 48058 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Oakland County Register of Deeds 

street & number 1200 North Telegraph Road 

city, town Pontiac state Michigan 48053 

6 . Representation in Existing Surveys 

m~ Michigan Hisoric Sites Survey has this property been determined eligible? _ yes JL no 

date 1983 _ federal L state _ county _ local 
-----------------------------------------------------

depository for survey records M i Chi qa n Hi story Division ..:....::...:....=..:..:.__ ____ _ 

city, town Lansing state ~~ i chi . an 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
_x_ good 
__ fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
---X- altered 

Check one 
- X- original site 
__ moved date ___ _ 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Grinnell's reputation as a retail outlet for music was echoed In the architectural quality of its faci­
lities. The result In the Pontiac store Is an outstanding example of the use of the Gothic Revival 
influence on an early 20th-century commercial building. This Is a small three-story building with a two­
story stone-trimmed storefront and a Gothic detailed stone facade above. 

This building Is located at the south end of a commercial block on South Saginaw Street between East 
Pike and Water Street. Older commercial buildings (mostly vacant>, flank It on the north but the adjacent 
corner store to the south has been razed as a part of a downtown renewal effort. Likewise, the opposite 
side of Saginaw Street Is completely void of buildings, ai I having been demolished In the same renewal 
effort. The entrance faces west and a rear door opens onto the alley at the east. 

This commercial retail store offered musical instruments, recordings and sheet music to the public as a 
quality business operation of long standing in the Detroit area. Twentieth century Gothic Revival In style, 
the building Is 20 1 in width by 140 1 In length, three stories plus basement in height, rectangular in plan 
and has a fiat root. It Is constructed fireproof with steel frame and concrete floors. The south wall, 
presently exposed because of demolition of the corner building, Is vulnerable to the elements as It was 
never designed to be an exterior wal 1. 

Designed entirely of stone, the facade Is highly detailed with decorative elements. The upper facade is 
divided into three bays by decorative pilasters and the side pilasters contain niches at the parapet level. 
The three panels between the pilasters at the parapet have a tracery design In relief on the store surface. 
At the third floor the window openings at the side bays have multi-light wood casement units with transoms 
and the window opening In the center bay Is a single light of glass with a multi-paned transom. The 
storefront opening fil Is almost the entire width of the building, is two stories In height and Is framed 
with decorative stone molding. Although presently covered with an Inappropriate plywood sign the second 
floor portion of the storefront consisting of a large display window is Intact. The lower portion of the 
storefront Is the only part of the facade which has been altered. 

The Interior original layout which still exists at the present time, Is primarily open in nature at all 
floor levels. The exception on the first floor is an office enclosed with a wood and glass partition and an 
enclosed cashier's window at the rear. The front portion of the second floor Is enclosed with a similar 
wood and glass partition. 

Apparently the nature of the business operation did not require extensive architectural treatment on the 
interior. What little that can be found exists in the wood detailing of the wood and glass partitions which 
skillfully repeats design Idioms from the exterior stone facade. The only other detail of note Is the stair 
railing which is in keeping with the remainder of the architecture. General Interior surfaces and finishes 
Include fiat plaster walls and ceilings, subdivided by wood coffered beams with a simple cove molding at the 
eel ling. Floors are terrazzo at the first floor level and wood at the second floor. The building interior 
is essentially unaltered with the exception of some redecoration evident when the building was used for 
festivities surrounding the 1981 Superbowl which took place at Pontiac's Silverdome stadium. 



8. Significance 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
-- 140o-1499 
_ 150o-1599 
- 160o-1699 
- 170o-1799 
iC 1aoo-1a99 
-- 190o-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
____ archeology-prehistoric _ _ community planning ____ landscape architecture ____ religion 
___ archeology-historic __ conservation ___ law __ science 
__ agriculture ___ economics _____ literature __ sculpture 
_X__ architecture _____ education ____ military __ social/ 
___ art _ _ engineering _X_ music humanitarian 
_x_ commerce ___ exploration/settlement __ philosophy ___ theater 

___ communications ____ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 
____ invention __ other (specify) 

_s_p_e_c_if_i_c_d_a_t_e_s __ l_9_2_~ --------- ___________ !~~~~~r/Archit_e~-~~~-~---~_ C?_h_~ ___ I:!_~~nan, architect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Grinnell Brothers Music House was Pontiac's home of Michigan's leading music store for over one-half 
a century. This fact establishes the building's local significance In music and commerce. In addltlon1 the 
character of the owner was transmitted to the architectural quality of the building's facade. The building 

was built in 1923, displaying a Gothic Re vival facade, unique in Pontiac. 

Brothers Clayton A. and Ira L. Grinnell began a music business In Ann Arbor, Michigan In 1880. The com­
pany moved to Detroit In 1882 and began manufacturing pianos In 1901. They soon became one of Michigan's 
largest plano and general music dealers. A third brother, Albert A. Grlnnel ~Joined the company as second 
vice-president In 1910. With Its headquarters In Detroit, the Grinnell Brothers opened retail outlets In 
other large Michigan cities. Grinnell's operated a store In Pontiac at another location as early as 1904. 
After a fire demolished that building, this one was constructed at 27 South Saginaw Street. This structure 
contained the business operation of Grinnell's for over 50 years, totaling a continuation of business opera­
tions for over 70 years. 

The architect, Leo John Heenan (1890-1957), studied architecture at the University of Michigan and 
worked for Detroit architects, Albert Kahn; Smith, Hinchman and Grylls; and Bishoff Associates, Inc. For 
these architects, he was responsible for facilities designed for the Motor Truck Company, Gray's Motor 
Company plant and the Samson Motor Truck Company. In 1914 he established his own firm In Pontiac and was 
the architect for the Strand Theatre, st. Joseph's Hospital at Mount Clemens, Pontiac City Hal I ~nd Public 
Safety Building, Pontiac General Hospital, Addah Shelley Branch Library, the Oakland County Infirmary, and a 
number of public schools. He also built many local residences including those forT. F. McManus, E. P. 
Waldren, and c. B. Wilson. 

The only alteration to the building's original design is the main entrance and adjacent glazing at the 
first floor and the removal of an original canopy. Both of these changes are eminently restorable. Other 
than that, the resource retains all of Its original significant design. Because of the dominance of the 
stone gothic detailing on the facade, alterations detract little from the building's architectural signifi­
cance. 

Because of the carved name "Grlnnel I Bros. Music House" in the stone facade above the first floor 
storefront level and because of a strong local relationship to the Grlnnel I Company, the building retains 
sufficient Integrity to convey Its history during the time It served as a significant local business In 
Pontiac. No other buildings exist In the city which have a similar association. Also, this is the only 
20th century Gothic Revival building In the downtown commercial area. 

AENR84055A AENR84055B NR#1 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
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(continued) Historical Association, Inc., 1924. 

1 0. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property -~·_._._0...._6 ____ _ 
Quadrangle name Pontiac North, Mich . Quadrangle scale 1:24000 

UT M References 

Allizj l 31l i 21IDI 9t.OJ 14 17 12 12 17 141 0 1 sw I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting 

c LLJ L-1 ...._I ...L.....L.....&....I.....,I L-1 ~~--'--'__, oLLJ I I ~~~~~ ~I ~~~~ 
E L..U I I I L-1 ~~--'--'""""" Fl_U I I ~~~~~ Ll ~~~~ 
G L..U I I I L-1 ~~....&.....~__, HUj I I I· I ~~~~1· 1 ~ ~~~~ 

Verbalboundarydescriptionandjustification Original Plat, N. 20ft . of S. 40ft. of Lot 55 
contains only the land on which the building is located . 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N. A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Richard C. Frank FAIA, President 

organization Preservation/Urban Design/Inc. date 3 October 1983 

street&number 120~ t~. Washington telephone ( 313) 994-0313 
-------

city or town Ann Arbor state Michigan 48104 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

_ national __ state ~ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8~ 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title Director, Michigan History Division date 

For NPS use only 
1 hereb certify that this property is Included in the National Register 

EnterGd 1n tlia date 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
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Hartrnan, Arthur A. (ed.), Oakland County Book of History. Oakland County Board 
of Commissioners for the County•s Sesqui-Centennial. 

Mallory, Worth. Assistant Suoerintendent of Schools for Adult Education, Pontiac 
Schools, Interview on 3 October 1983. 101 East Pike Street, Pontiac, Michiqan 
48058. 

Oakland County Atlas. Racine, I.Jisconsin: Kace Publishinq Comoany, 1890. 
Oakland County Pioneer and Historical Society - Newspaner Archives. · ' 
Pontiac City Directors. 187R, 1902, 1907 and 1929. 
Sanborn Maos. Library of Conqress. 1888, 1898, 1909, 1919, 1924 and 1950. 
Seeley, Taddeus D. History of Oakland County, Michiqan. Chicaqo and New York: 

The Lewis Publishinq Co., 1912. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Grinnell Brothers Music House 
Oakland County 
MICHIGAN 

MAR 21 934 
Working No.-------------
Fed. Reg. Dat~: · ~ 'iro-
Date Due: ~ps.l- f/4.(0'/ ;/ 

0 resubmission 
Action: _ACCEPT 7--q_- KY' 

Entered in tlie _RETURN -
0 nomination by person or local government 
0 owner objection 

21at1on~l Reg!at-e~ _REJECT ______ _ 

0 appeal 

Substantive Review: 0 sample 0 request 

Reviewer's comments: 

Nomination returned for: __ technical corrections cited below 
__ substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Oappeal 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? 

7. Description 

Condition 

0 excellent 

Ogood 

Otair 

0 deteriorated 

0 ruins 

0 unexposed 

0 yes Ono 

Check one 

0 unaltered 

0 altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

0 summary paragraph 
0 completeness 
0 clarity 
0 alterations/integrity 
0 dates 
0 boundary selection 

Federal Agency:-------------

0 NR decision 

Recom./Criteria ___________ _ 

Reviewer--------------
Discipline _____________ _ 
Date _______________ _ 

__ see continuation sheet 

Prest.nt Use 

Check one 

0 original site 

0 moved date--------



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

D summary Pl(!agraph 
D completeness 
D clarity 
D applicable criteria 
D justification of areas checked 
D relating significance to the resource 
D context 
D relationship of integrity to significance 
D justification of exception 
D other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property ______ _ 
Quadrangle name _____ _ 

UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

D Maps 
D Photographs 
D Other 

date 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to------------------------------

Signed------------------- Date------------ Phone:------------

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

RICHARD H. AUSTIN SECRETARY OF STATE 

March 14, 1984 

Ms. Carol D. Shull, Supervisory Historian 
National Register of Historic Places Branch 
Interagency Resource Management Division 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

LANSING 

MICHIGAN 48918 

MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION 

ADMINISTRATION, PUBLICATIONS 
RESEARCH, AND HISTORIC SITES 
208 N. Capitol Avenue 
517--373-0510 
STATE ARCHIVES 
3405 N. Logan Street 
517--373-0512 
STATE MUSEUM 
208 N. Capitol Avenue 
517--373-0515 

Enclosed are National Register of Historic Places nomination 
materials for the Grinnell Brothers Music House, Pontiac, 
Michigan. I certify that the intent-to-nominate notification 
requirements have been fulfilled. This property is being 
submitted for listing in the National Register. All notarized 
statements of objection and written comments concerning this 
property submitted to us prior to the submission of this nomina­
tion to you are enclosed. 

Please direct all questions concerning this nomination to Brian D. 
Conway (517/373-0510). 

Sincerely, 

m~~ ?JY). (j,aJ~ 
Martha M. Bigelow, Director 
Michigan History Division 
and 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

MMB:BDC:ROC:jl 
enclosure 


