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1. Name 

historic Village of Metamora 

~ 
andlor common Metamora Crossroads Historic District 

2. Location 

street & number The District includes properties on ••• 

city, town Metamora 

state Michigan 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 

_ public 
_ private 
_X_ both 

code 

_x district 
_ building(s) 
_struc~re 

_ site 
_ object 

Public Acquisition 
NjA in process 
N A being considered 

N/A vicinity of 

26 county 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
--X- unoccupied 
--X- work in progress 
Accessible 
_ yes: restricted 
_x_ yes: unrestricted 
_ no 

4. Owner of Property 

Lapeer 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
__x commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_ military 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

For NPS use only 

received JUN I 8 1984 
date entered JUL I g 1984 

. . 
N l&ot for publication 

code 

_ museum 
_ park 

087 

_x_ private residence 
-X- religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_ other: 

name Mul£iple Ownership (See property owners list on continuation sheets) 

street & number 

city, town Metamora N/A vicinity of state Michigan 48455 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Registry of Deeds 

street & number Lapeer County Courthouse 

city, town Lapeer state Mj chi gao 48446 

6. .Representation in Existing Surveys 
Michigan State Inventory of 

title Historic Sites has this property been determined eligible? _ yes =*=no 

depository for survey records Michigan History Division /Michigan Department of Stat_e 

city, town Lansing state Michigan ---4-S-9-l--a-



7. Description 

Condition 
___x excellent 
--X good 
--X fair 

_ deteriorated 
_ ruins 
_ unexposed 

Check one 
_x_ unaltered 
-X- altered 

Check one 
-X- original site 
--X- moved date -(-:$'--ee~Text-T------

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY STATEMENT 

Metamora Township in Lapeer County, Michigan is a rich rural 

area of rolling hills dotted with horse farms, hunt clubs, and 

large nineteenth and twentieth century residences. The tiny Village 

of Metamora stands near the township's center and serves as the 

commercial and service center for the 550 residents· in the immediate 

area. The three-and-one-half acre Metamora Cross-roads Historic 

District is located at the four-corners created by· Metamora 

(Oak Streetl and Dryden (Righ. Street). Roads. Its fifteen buildings 

include modest religious, residential, governmental, and commercial 

structures reflecting brick and wood-framed construction and 

vernacular interpretations of Greek Revival, Gothic, and Italianate 

styling. While there have been modest changes in several of the 

buildings, none of thes-e alterations are irreversible. Although 

most of the District's buildings were constructed between 1850 and 

1910, most all retain their original uses and continue to serve 

the residents of their surrounding community. 

























8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
-- 140(}-1499 
- 150(}-1599 
- 160(}-1699 
-- 170(}-1 799 
-X- 180(}-1899 
-X- 190(}-191 0 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
___ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning 
_ archeology-historic __ conservation 
__.K agriculture __ economics 
__X architecture ·- education 

_ landscape architecture _ religion 
__ law _ science 
__ literature _ sculpture 
___ military __ social/ 

_ art ___ engineering __ music humanitarian 
_ theater - X commerce 

_ communications 
--X- exploration/settlement _ philosophy 
_____ industry * -politics/government 
_ invention 

_ transportation 
_ other (specify) 

Specific dates 18 50 -19~_0__ _' _____ ___!uilder/ Archite~-~-1S.ea...±ex±.) 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

SUMMARY STATEMENT 

The signi~icance o~ th.e ~etamora Crossroads Historic District 

in Metamo·ra, Michigan, stems from two sources. The Village of 

Metamora is an early rural Lapeer County settlement that began 

as a pioneer way station, grew· to oecome Metamora Township's 

agricultural supply, governmental, and commercial center, and 

later prospered as a railroad trans-shipment point for locally 

grown agricultural products and incoming manufactured goods. 

Because the village stopped growing oefore World War I but never 

entered a period of serious decline, the preserved condition of 

its architecture and small-town functions makes it a prototypical 

reflection of early rural economic development in Lapeer County. 

As such, it reflects events that made contributions to the early 

and broad patterns of rural growth in Lapeer County and Michigan. 

Second, the District contains good vernacular examples of late-

nineteenth and early-twentieth century architectural styles in its 

residential, commercial, governmental, and religious structures. With 

its array of Greek Revival, Gothic, and Italianate buildings, the 

Village of Metamora embodies the distinctive characteristics of types 

and _periods of design important to an understanding of rural Michigan's 

architectural history. 















WASO Form· 177 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Metamora Crossr'oads Historic District 
Lapeer County 
MICHIGAN 

D resubmission 
D nomination by person or local government 
D owner objection 
D appeal 

Substantive Review: D sample 

Reviewer's comments: 

D request 

Nomination returned for: __ technical corrections cited below 
__ substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

JUN I 8 1~084 
Working No. -----==----------
Fed. Reg. Date: :Z... · ~· ~cf"'" H 
Date Due: _:z//1 /if- c¥z;;;; .£ 

E t· 'JI .• ction: __0CCEPT 7- f,'f -t cf 
•11 

1
1' ,u · . __ RETURN ___ ____ _ 

. n r !'+ r __ REJECT ________ _ 

Federal Agency:------------

Dappeal D N R decision 

Recom./Criteria _________ ___ _ 

Reviewer--------------
Discipline _____________ _ 
Date _______________ __ 

__ see continuation sheet 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? 

7. Description 

Condition 

D excellent 

Ogood 

Dtair 

D deteriorated 

0 ruins 

D unexposed 

Dyes Dno 

Check one 

D unaltered 

D altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

D summary paragraph 
D completeness 
D clarity 
D alterations/integrity 
D dates 
D boundary selection 

Check one 

D original site 
D moved date _______ _ 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

0 summary paragraph 
0 completeness 
0 clarity 
0 applicable criteria 
0 justification of areas checked 
0 relating significance to the resource 
0 context 
0 relationship of integrity to significance 
0 justification of exception 
0 other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property---------
Quadrangle name ______ _ 

UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

0 Maps 
0 Photographs 
0 Other 

date 

local 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to---------------------------------

Signed------------------ Date----------------------- Phone: ______________________ __ 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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hard surface 
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Dr. Martha M. Bigelow 
Michigan Histor~ Division 
Michigan- Department of State 
Lansing, Mi 48918 

Att: Kathryn B. Eckert 

January 24,1984 

Under date of November 4, 1983 you notified me that a 
meeting would be held December 6, 1983 re: 

Bomination to the National Register of Historic Places 
of the bank, 4012 Oak, Met mora, Michigan as part of the 
Metamora Crossroads Histor~c District, which includes 
properties on the north side of High Street (Dryden Road) 
from 50 West High to 1 East High and on the so~h side 
of High Street from the Oak Street (Metamora Road) 
centerline to 32 East High and includes both the east and 
west sides of Oak Street fr~4Q18 South Oak to 3998 
North Oak. 

I have headd nothing since the above mentioned communication, 
and would like to know what the Michigan Historic Preservation 
Board decided in regard to 4012 Oak St., Metamora, Michigan , 
and any other information you feel would be of interest to me. 

Perhaps there has been some notice in the local papers, but 
we are in Florida at this time so have heard nothing. 

Yours very truly, 

~~~ 
Margaret Campbell 

6675 Bay St., 
St. Petersburg Beach, Fl. 33706 



MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

MH·69 (7 83\ 

RI CHARD H. AUSTIN SECRETARY OF STATE 

February 9, 198 4 

Mrs. Margaret Campbell 
6675 Bay Street 
St. Petersburg Beach, Florida 

Dear Mrs. Campbell: 

33706 

LANSING 

MICHIGAN 48918 

MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION 

ADMINISTRATION . PUBLICATIONS 
RESEARCH . AND HISTORIC SITES 
208 N CJpltol Avenue 
517 - 373·0~10 

STATE ARCHIVES 
3405 N Loqan Street 
517 - 373·0512 
MICHIGAN HISTORICAl MUSEUM 
208 N. Cap1tol Avenue 
517 - 373-3559 

Thank you for your letter received January 27, 1984 concerning 
the National Register nomination for the Metamora Historic 
District that includes your bank property. 

The nomination was reviewed by the Michigan Historic 
Preservation Review Board on December 6, 1983 and approved 
for submission to the National Register of Historic 
Places. I am in the process at this time of finishing 
all the paperwork, writing, mapping, and photographing 
required for the completed nomination. When the nomination 
is completed, it will be signed by the State Historic 
Preservation Officer, Dr. Martha M. Bigelow, and forwarded 
to Washington, D.C. for review by the National Register 
staff. · -You will receive written notification of the final 
decision by the National ·Register; I would not hesitate to 
say that it will still be a good six months before this 
final decision is forthcoming. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions that 
you might have regarding the National Register nomination 
process. I have enclosed a fact sheet that addresses many 
of the most common questions and concerns raised by property 
owners within historic districts. 

Sincerely, 

Janet L. Kreger 
Historic Preservation Coordinator 
Michigan History Division 



IB 
REALTOR• 

R J.Holden 
- ~associates 

16 e. high st. 
metamora, michigan 

48455 

tel: (313) 678-2246 

"lnthevlllqe" 



MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

RICHARD H. AUSTIN SECRETARY OF STATE 

May 24, 1984 

Ms. Carol D. Shull, Supervisory Historian 
National Register of Historic Places Branch 
Interagency Resource Management Division 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

LANSING 

MICHIGAN 48918 

MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION 

ADMINISTRATION, PUBLICATIONS 
RESEARCH, AND HISTORIC SITES 
208 N. Capilol Avenue 
517 - 373-0510 
STATE ARCHIVES 
3405 N. Logan Street 
517 - 373-0512 
MICHIGAN HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
208 N. Capitol Avenue 
517 - 373-3559 

Enclosed are National Register of Historic Places nomination 
materials for the Metamora Crossroads Historic District in 
Metamora, Michigan. I certify that the intent-to-nominate 
notification requirements have been fulfilled. This property 
is being submitted for listing in the National Register. All 
notarized statements of objection and written comments concerning 
this property submitted to us prior to the submission of this 
nomination to you are enclosed. 

Please direct all questions concerning this nomination to Janet L. 
Kreger, Historic Preservation Coordinator (517/373-0510). 

s;n~»(p{~ 
Martha M. Bigelow, Director 
Michigan History Division 
and 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

MMB:ROC:jl 
enclosure 

MH-69 (7·83) 


