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The Rose Place Historic District <see photos 71-77) consists of Rose Place, a narrow~ one-block long, 
dead-end court, and thirteen modest, brick and frame structures--built mainly between 1887 and 
1900--frontlng on tt. The district Is located In the VIne neighborhood a short distance south of the VIne 
Area Historic District. 

Located In the biock bounded by VIne Street to the north, Park Street to the east, Burr Oak Street to 
the south, and Park Street to the west, Rose Pi ace runs east and west and Is accessible ont y fran Rose 
Street. (Such courts are typlcai In this area, the block of which Rose Place Is a part containing no less 
than four other at lays.> The district contains thirteen structures, most of which are smai I~ wei I detailed, 
Late VIctorian dweillngs. 

Everything within Rose Place Is fairly small In scale: the street and bull ding lots are narrow and the 
dwet lings tend toward the vertical. With thirteen structures occupying scarceiy more than one acre of land, 
Rose Place displays weit the Intensive urban development occurring In Kalamazoo during the last two decades 
of the nineteenth century. Rose Place, however, Is able to achieve Its goat of high density, detached­
structure housing without a sense of overcrowding. Instead, the court has a del lcately balanced, 
visual/architectural cohesiveness which Is unusually attractive. 

The structures within the district range from Late VIctorian residences to a bungalow (229 Rose Place> 
constructed about the time of World War 1. The dwellings are moderate In size with the two residences which 
face Rose Street (nos. 830 and 904) being sl lghtly larger. Many of the structures, Including at I of the 
finer ones, are of brick construction and are notable for their detailed window ornamentation and wei I 
crafted wooden porches. The homes were designed as slngie famliy residences and many stll I function as 
such; nine of the thirteen structures are owner-occupied. The court Is neat In appearance and alI of the 
residences are wet I maintained. The district contains no non-contributing structures. 

Contributing Structures 

211 Rose PI ace Late Victorian 
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212 " " Queen Anne/Col on I ai Rev. 
215 " " Culver-Austin House <photos 74-75) 
216 " " Brick Late VIctorian <photo 76) 
219 " " Brick Late VIctorian 
220 " " John H. Phil I Ips House (photo 77) 
223 " " Queen Anne 
224 " " Queen Anne 
227 " " Brick Late VIctorian 
228 " " Queen Anne 
229 " " Bungalow 

830 s. Rose Street Brick Queen Anne/Coi on I al Rev. 
904 " " Queen Anne/Col on I al Rev. 
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Period: 1800-1900 
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The Rose Place Historic District Is significant--because of Its handsomely detalied, brick, Late 
VI ctorl an houses--as Kai amazoo' s fInest exam pie of the urban court developments wh lch pro II fer a ted In the 
city In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

Rose Place was born In the spring of 1887 when two Kaiamazoo masons, John P. Culver and John DeSmlt, 
Jr., jointly purchased some backyard property from Mrs. Mel ltta King (904 South Rose) and Mrs. Maggie 
McBrld,~ (830 South Rose). The development of such backyard courts was fairly common In the Kalamazoo of 
that day. Home bull ding soon commenced on the land of Culver and DeSmlt. By 1890, the a~ as shows that 
four residences were completed on the court, although the street had never been platted formally. These 
first four homes were the John P. Culver-George Austin House <no. 215), the Arthur w. Rickman House (no. 
227), the Abram Vanden Berg House <no. 228), and the house located at no. 219. Culver's house, built In 
1888, Is most I lkefy the oldest of these. The court was given Its present name by the city in April of 
1891. Until then, It had been either called "Cui ver PI ace," after developer and first res ldent John P. 
Culver, or "McBride's Place," In honor of the McBrides, owners of the northerrrnost backyard. 

It Is Important to note Rose Place's early residents for they had a direct Influence on the court's 
high qual lty of bull ding. The first four homes were owned and/or occupied by men of the bull ding trades. 
John P. Culver and John DeSmlt, Jr. constructed 215 and 219 Rose Place and probably other homes on the 
street; Culver lived in no. 215 and DeSmlt later occupied no. 219. Local mason Arthur w. Rickman, soon to be 
one of the "sons" In George Rickman and Sons, a Kaiamazoo bulidlng firm which became one of Michigan's 
largest In the early twentieth century, built and occupied no. 227. Mason Abram Vanden Berg appears to have 
constructed the home he resld~d In at no. 228. The fact that many of the street's early residents were 
masons and bull ders undoubtedly accounts for the unusually fine craftmanshlp exhibited In Rose Place's 
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With the early dwel ilngs setting a standard for later ones, the bull ding of stylish, small, Late 
VIctorian homes continued and most of the court's lots were fll led by the turn of the century. Fine brick 
homes bulit on Rose Place In the 1890s lnciude no. 216, constructed In 1891, and the John H. Phil lips House 
(no. 220>, which dates from 1894. Development of the court was completed In the first decades of the twen­
tieth century when the few remaining lots were built on, city sewer and water services were made available, 
and the court was given Its first pavement. 

The original occupants of Rose PI ace's smai I, wei I detailed homes were always members of the middle 
class, generally skilled tradesmen and white collar workers. In addition to the forenamed builders, eariy 
occupants of Rose Place homes Included John H. Mowers (physician>, George B. Pike (civil engineer for the 
City of Kalamazoo>, Samuel N. Barker <manager of the Kalamazoo Paper Box Company>, Richard 
DeGraff (superIntendent of DewIng and Sons, a i ocal I umber company)~ John H. Ph li II ps (grocer), and George W. 
Austin (owner of a photographic studio). 

The following are some of the pivotal structures In the district: 

Culver-Austin House (Photos 74 and 75) 
215 Rose PI' ace 
Late VIctorian 
1888 

John P. Culver and John DeSmlt, Jr., both masons, were the prime "rrovers" behind Rose Place and were 
probably Involved In the construction of this home ~ong with several others on the block (note, especial iy, 
the very similar house to the west, no. 219). Cuiver was the first occupant of this house, the oldest 
dwelling on the street, and although the street was official iy named Rose Pi ace In 1891, for many years he 
preferred to ilst his address as 215 Culver Place. Culver later went Into the restaurant business and 
operated a lunch roan at Lake VIew Park, Kalamazoo's amusement park located at Wood's Lake. He lived In this 
house until about 1897. By 1904 George w. Austin, a wei I known owner of a downtown photographic studio, was 
residing here. His widow, Mary Austin, lived In this residence untli the early 1950s. 

Narrow-fronted and deep, i Ike nearly all of Rose PI ace's houses, the Cui ver-Aust In House Is a two­
story, cross-gable-roof, brick structure with round-headed windows and gables sheathed In diamond-butt and 
staggered-butt shlngl lng. The del lcate, Queen Anne entrance porch has turned posts and a splndiework 
frieze. 

216 Rose Place (Photo 76) 
Late VIctor! an 
1891 

The history of this house has not been wei I documented. Of Its many early occupants, few stayed for 
any I ength of time. It seems that the first dweller was a Mrs. Sarah Bowman, II sted by cl ty director!~ as 
boardIng here unt II about 1894. One theory Is that Bowman may have been a rei at lve of John Cui ver and I I ved 
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here until a purchaser for the home coui d be found. Samuel N. Barker, pranlnent In the I ocal paper 
Industry, af so i lved here for a short time. 

Another narrow-fronted and deep, L-shaped, two-story brick dwei II ng, thIs house has segmental -arch-heoo 
windows and Queen Anne-style, turned-post porches. The structure's front corners are beveled and the gable 
roof cantilevered out over the corners on fanciful curvll lnear brackets. 

John H. Phil lips House (Photo 77l 
220 Rose Place 
1894 

John H. Phil lips established a grocery business In Kalamazoo and later became an Insurance agent. 
Phillips purchased the property on which this house stands In December, 1893, and had no. 220 constructed 
the fol iowlng year. He continued to live here until about the time of the First Wort d War. 

This two-story, T-shaped, brick, Late VIctorian structure has a jerklnheoo roof and a shed-roof 
entrance porch. The simply detailed porch has square-post, rather than turned, supports, rail lng balusters, 
and frieze-band "splndlework." The house's segmental-arch-head windows are capped with projecting, brick 
hoods which have a robust, sculptural qual tty. 

Bibliography: 

Kalamazoo Gazette: 4-28-1905; 10-31-1928, p. 13; 12-1930. 

Kalamazoo Weekly Gazette: 7-21-1893, p. 13; 4-16-1897, p. 9. 

Geographical Data: 
Acreage: 1.2 acres 
Quadrangle Name: Kaiamazoo 
Quadrangle Scale: 1: 24000 
UTM References: 16 616635 4681940 

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification: 

Commencing at the NE corner of lot 99 of (den) Bleyker's Addition to the VIi lage of Kalamazoo as 
recorded In the Kalamazoo County Register of Deeds Office, Llber 1, Pages 19-20; thence south 292 feet for 
place of beginning of land hereinafter described. Thence south 118 feet, thence west 188 feet, then south 
40 feet, thence west 183 feet, thence north 85 feet, thence east 35 feet, thence north 118 feet, thence east 
170 feet, thence south 90 feet, thence east 118 feet to place of beginning. 

These boundaries Include ai i the lots fronting on Rose Place as weft as the iots fronting on Rose 
Street on either side of the entrance to Rose Place. 
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