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Historlc Name: Rose Place Historlc District
Common Name: same
Locatlon: Rose Place
Classiflcation:

Category: district

Ownership: multipie private

Public Acquisition: N/A

Status: occupied

Accessible: no

Present Use: residentlal

Description:
Condition: good
Al tered
Original slte

The Rose Piace Historlc District (see photos 71-77) consists of Rose Place, a narrow, one-block long,
dead-end court, and thirteen modest, brick and frame structures--built mainly between 1887 and
1900-~-fronting on ite The district Is located in the Vine nelghborhood a short distance south of the Vine
Area Historic District.

Located In the block bounded by Vine Street to the north, Park Street to the east, Burr Oak Street to
+he south, and Park Street to the west, Rose Place runs east and west and Is accessible only from Rose
Street. (Such courts are typical In thls area, the block of which Rose Place is a part contalning no less
than four other alleys.) The district contains thirteen structures, most of which are small, well detalled,
Late Victorlan dwel lings.

Everything within Rose Place Is fairly small In scale: +the street and buil ding lots are narrow and the
dwel 1ings tend toward the vertical . With thirteen structures occupying scarcely more than one acre of {and,
Rose Place displays wel! the Intensive urban devel opment occurring in Kal amazoo during the last two decades
of the nineteenth century. Rose Place, however, Is able to achleve Its goal of high density, detached-
structure housing without a sense of overcrowding. Instead, the court has a del icately bal anced,
visual /architectural coheslveness which 1s unusually attractive.

The structures within the district range from Late Victorian residences to a bungal ow (229 Rose Place)
constructed about the time of World War I. The dwellings are moderate In slze with the two residences whlich
face Rose Street (nos. 830 and 904) being sl ightly larger. Many of the structures, including al !l of the
finer ones, are of brick constructlion and are notable for their detalled window ornamentation and well
crafted wooden porches. The homes were designed as single famlly resldences and many stil|l function as
such; nine of the thirteen structures are owner—-occupled. The court is neat in appearance and all of the
reslidences are well maintained. The district contains no non-contributing structurese.

Contributing Structures

211 Rose Place Late Victorlan
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212 " " Queen Anne/Colonlal Rev.

212 ™ L Cul ver-Austin House (photos 74-75)
216 ¥ o Brick Late Victorian (photo 76)
219 " L Brick Late Victorian

220 * i John He Phillips House (photo 77)
225 " " Queen Anne

224 " " Queen Anne

221 » o Brick Late Victorlan

228 % " Queen Anne

229 » " Bungal ow

830 S. Rose Street Brick Queen Anne/Coionial Rev.
904 " " Queen Anne/Colonial Rev.
Significance:

Perlod: 1800-1900
Areas of Slgnificance: archltecture, community planning

The Rose Place Historlc District Is significant--because of its handsomely detalled, brick, Late
Victorlan houses--as Kal amazoo's finest exampie of the urban court devel opments which proiliferated in the
city In the late nineteenth and eariy twentleth centuries.

Rose Place was born in the spring of 1887 when two Kal amazoo masons, John P. Culver and John DeSmit,
Jre, Jointly purchased some backyard property from Mrs. Melltta King (904 South Rose) and Mrs. Maggie
McBride~ (830 South Rose). The devel opment of such backyard courts was fairly common in the Kal amazoo of
that day. Home buil ding soon commenced on the 1and of Culver and DeSmit. By 1890, the at as shows that
four reslidences were completed on the court, although the street had never been platted formally. These
first four homes were the John P. Cul ver-George Austin House (no. 215), the Arthur W. Rickman House (no.
227), the Abram Vanden Berg House (no. 228), and the house |ocated at no. 219. Culver's house, bullt In
1888, Is most likely the ol dest of these. The court was given its present name by the city in April of
1891. Until then, it had been elther called "Cul ver Place," after devel oper and first resident John P.
Cul ver, or "McBride's Place," in honor of the McBrides, owners of the northernmost backyard.

It is Important to note Rose Place's early residents for they had a direct Influence on the court's
high qual ity of bullding. The flrst four homes were owned and/or occupied by men of the bull ding trades.
John P. Culver and John DeSmit, Jre constructed 215 and 219 Rose Place and probably other homes on the
street; Culver lived in no. 215 and DeSmi+t later occupled no. 219. Local mason Arthur W. Rickman, soon to be
one of the "sons" in George Rickman and Sons, a Kalamazoo building firm which became one of Michigan's
| argest In the early twentieth century, bulit and occupied no. 227. Mason Abram Vanden Berg appears to have

constructed the home he resided in at no. 228. The fact that many of the street's early residents were
masons and bull ders undoubtediy accounts for the unusually fine crafimanship exhiblted In Rose Place's
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bulf dings.

With the early dwel [ings setting a standard for later ones, the bullding of styfish, smali, Late
Victorlan homes continued and most of the court's lots were filled by the turn of the century. Fine brick
homes built on Rose Place In the 1890s Include no. 216, constructed in 1891, and the John H. Phil Iips House
(no. 220), which dates from 1894. Devel opment of the court was compieted In the flrst decades of the twen-
tieth century when the few remalning lots were bullt on, city sewer and water services were made avallable,
and the court was glven its first pavement.

The orlglinal occupants of Rose Place's small, well detalled homes were al ways members of the middie
class, general ly skilled tradesmen and whlte col lar workers. In additlon to the forenamed buif ders, early
occupants of Rose Place homes Included John H. Mowers (physician), George B. Pike (civil engineer for the
Clty of Kal amazoo), Samuel N. Barker (manager of the Kal amazoo Paper Box Company), Richard
DeGraff (superintendent of Dewing and Sons, a focal lumber company), John H. Phiilips (grocer), and George W.
Austin (owner of a photographic studio).

The following are some of the plvotal structures in the district:

Cuf ver-Austin House (Photos 74 and 75)
215 Rose Place

Late Victorlan

1888

John P. Cuiver and John DeSmit, Jr., both masons, were the prime "movers" behind Rose Piace and were
probably Involved in the construction of this home along with several others on the block (note, especial ly,
the very similar house to the west, no. 219). Cui ver was the first occupant of this house, the ol dest
dwel 11ng on the street, and al though the street was officlal |y named Rose Piace In 1891, for many years he
preferred to 1ist his address as 215 Culver Place. Cuiver later went Into the restaurant business and
operated a [unch room at Lake View Park, Kal amazoo's amusement park located at Wood's Lake. He lived in thls
house until about 1897. By 1904 George W. Austin, a well known owner of a downtown photographlic studio, was
reslding here. His widow, Mary Austin, lived in thls residence until the early 1950s.

Narrow-fronted and deep, |ike neariy all of Rose Place's houses, the Cul ver-Austin House is a two-
story, cross-gable-roof, brick structure with round-headed windows and gables sheathed in diamond-butt and
staggered-butt shingling. The del icate, Queen Anne entrance porch has turned posts and a spindlework
frieze.

216 Rose Place (Photo 76)
Late Victorlan
1891

The history of this house has not been wel | documented. Of Its many early occupants, few stayed for

any length of time. |t seems that the first dwel ler was a Mrs. Sarah Bowman, |isted by city directorlies as
boarding here until about 1894. One theory is that Bowman may have been a relative of John Culver and |ived
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here untll a purchaser for the home could be found. Samuel N. Barker, prominent in the local paper
Industry, also Iived here for a short time.

Another narrow-fronted and deep, L-shaped, two-story brick dwelling, thls house has segmental -arch-head
windows and Queen Anne-style, turned-post porches. The structure's front corners are beveled and the gable
roof cantlilevered out over the corners on fanclful curviliinear brackets.

John He Philiips House (Photo 77)
220 Rose Place
1894

John He Phillips established a grocery business in Kalamazoo and l|ater became an Insurance agente.
Phil1ips purchased the property on which thils house stands In December, 1893, and had no. 220 constructed
the following year. He continued to {ive here until about the time of the First World War.

This two-story, T-shaped, brick, Late Victorlan structure has a jerkinhead roof and a shed-roof
entrance porch. The simply detalled porch has square-post, rather than turned, supports, ralling bal usters,
and frieze-band "spindiework." The house's segmental -arch-head windows are capped wlth projecting, brick
hoods which have a robust, sculptural quality.

Bibl lography:

Kal amazoo Gazette: 4-28-1905; 10-31-1928, p. 13; 12-1930.

Kal amazoo Week!y Gazette: 7-21-1893, p. 13; 4-16-1897, p. 9.

Geographical Data:

Acreage: 1.2 acres

Quadrangle Name: Kal amazoo

Quadrangle Scale: 1: 24000

UTM References: 16 616635 4681940

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification:

Commencing at the NE corner of lot 99 of (den) Bleyker's Additlon to the Viilage of Kal amazoo as
recorded in the Kal amazoo County Register of Deeds Office, Liber 1, Pages 19-20; thence south 292 feet for
place of beginning of fand herelnafter described. Thence south 118 feet, thence west 188 feet, then south
40 feet, thence west 183 feet, thence north 85 feet, thence east 35 feet, thence north 118 feet, thence east
170 feet, thence south 90 feet, thence east 118 feet to place of beginning.

These boundaries Include all the lots fronting on Rose Place as well as the iots fronting on Rose
Street on elther side of the entrance to Rose Place.
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Rose Place Historic District
Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County, Michigan

R. Parzyck June 1981
Neg.: Kalamazoo Historical Commission

Rose Place looking west
Photo no. 71 of 105
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Rose Place Historic District
Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County, Michigan

R. Parzyck June 1981
Neg.: Kalamazoo Historical Commission

Rose Place looking west
Photo no. 72 of 105
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Rose Place Historic District
Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County, Michigan

R. Parzyck June 1981
Neg.: Kalamazoo Historical Commission

Rose Place, north side, looking east

" Photo no. 73 of 105
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Rose Place Historic District
Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County, Michigan

Gary Cialdella April 1981
Neg.: Kalamazoo Historical Commission

Culver-Austin House porch detail, from NE
Photo no. 75 of 105
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Rose Place Historic District
Ka1amazop, Kalamazoo County, Michigan

Gary Cialdella April 1981
Neg.: Kalamazoo Historical Commission

216 Rose Place from SE
Photo no. 76 of 105






Rose Place Historic District
Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo County, Michigan

Gary Cialdella April 1981
Neg.: Kalamazoo Historical Commission

John H. Phillips House from south
Photo no. 77 of 105
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Please refer to the map in the

Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000327
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