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FPhoto #103

ABEL BROCKWAY HOUSE

1431 Brockway

1844

National Register Criterial A, B, C

The home at 1431 Brockway and the original Brockway farm have seen several phases
of Saginaw’s history. The original farm covered all the land bounded by what are now
Wells, Gratiot, Thurman, and Brockway Streets, Before 1859, five different owners held
the property. The last of these owners was Benjamin Cushway, Saginaw’s official Indian
Blacksmith, who owned it during Saginaw’s pre-lumber agricultural period, In 1859, the
farm was purchased by Abel Brockway who owned it through the rise and fall of the
lumber industry, It was next owned by Harker Jackson at the time when the automobile
was making its first impact on Saginaw’s economy. Although the farm is now gone, the
house still stands, recalling three separate but integrated periods of Saginaw’s
development.

Abel Brockway built his home in 1864, Brockway came to Saginaw in 1836 at the age
of thirty-eight, He was a shrewd businessman who wasted no time in making an indelible
mark on Saginaw’s economy. He was a member of that group of early Saginaw capitalists
which under the leadership of Ammi Wright, built the economic base of Saginaw and, thus,
ensured the City’s success, Abel participated in business ventures involving lumber,
railroads, banking, and any other activity that was of major consequence. He was also
involved in civic organizations and served as City Alderman for a number of years, The
house, during his residency, consisted of only the two story center portion,

Upon Brockway’s death in 1886, the land and the home were inherited by his
daughter, Mary, She, however, had married into a wealthy family and did not need her
inheritance, During liquidation of the estate, she gave the land east of Elm Street to
the City in 1894, South Intermediate School now stands on Elm Street where the farm’s
orchards once were, The remainder of the estate she platted as "Brockway Gardens” and
sold the land in parcels.

Around 1920, Harker Jackson purchased the home and its remaining land, Jackson,
born in Ontario, was an honors graduate of the University of Pennsylvania School of
Architecture, He came to Saginaw to work with his father in cork pine lumbering and
sash manufacture, but his real love was design. It was Harker Jackson who designed the
additions to the house, Due to the care he took to blend the design and construction of
the new with the old, these additions appear almost original, The four wooden fluted
columns on the porch are from Dr, Florentine’s Hospital for Women, one of Saginaw’s
parliest health care institutions,

The final result of Brockway’s and Jackson's efforts i a home which incorporates
nineteenth and twentieth century architectural styles into an amazingly coherent whole.
The original two story portion began as a simple Greek Revival structure, The home was
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East Saginaw Historic Business District

Acreage: 6.68 acres

UTM Reference: A-10 17/262250/4813110
B-10 17/262150/4812790
C-10 17/261960/4812840
D-10 17/262060/4813180

East Genesee Historic Business District

Acreage: 5.53 acres

UTM Reference: A-11 17/262710/4812590
B-11 17/262710/4812460
c-11 17/262500/4812510
D-11 17/262540/4812640

Benjamin Cushway House

Acreage: Less than one acre
UTM Reference: 12 17/259080/4810390

Ammi and William Wright House

Acreage: Approximately two acres
UTM Reference: 13 17/258280/4810880

Abel Brockway House

Acreage: Less than one acre

UTM Reference: 14 17/258480/4811290

Wenzel House

Acreage: Less than one acre
UTM Reference: 15 17/259300/4810670

Potter Street Railroad Station

Acreage: Approximately two acres

UTM Reference: 16 17/262660/4813720
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INDIVIDUAL SITES

Property Address

1631 Brockway .
(Abel Brockway House)

1604 Court
(Russell Sackett House)

519 N. Fayette
(Davis Carriage House)

1203 S. Fayette
(Wenzel House)

1404 S. Fayette
(Benjamin Cushway House)

207 Garden Lane
(Ammi and William
Wright House)

509 Hancock
(St. John's Episcopal
Church)

1514 N. Michigan
(House)

1800 N. Michigan
(Central Warehouse)

501 Potter Street
(Potter Street
Railroad Station)

130 N. Sixth
(Charles Peters, Sr.
House)

309 S. Washington
(Michigan Bell ‘Building)

Property Owner
Name and Address

E. Brady Denton
1631 Brockway
Saginaw, 48602

Robert Loucks
1604 Court
Saginaw, 48602
Peter Brand

519 N. Fayette
Saginaw, 48602

Harold Sperbeck
1203 S. Fayette
Saginaw, 48603

Mary Narcarto
1404 S. Fayette
Saginaw, 48602

Ralph Zemanek
207 Garden Lane
Saginaw, 48602

St. John's Episcopal
Churecli

509 Hancock

Saginaw, 48602

S.P. Limited
P.O. Box #73
Merrill, 48637

Wallace Strobel
1825 Rust Avenue
Saginaw, 48601

Chessie System
Box #3297
Saginaw, 48605
Attn: L.R. JODD

Walter Banks
1801 Ribble Road
Saginaw, 48601

Michigan Bell Telephone
309 S. Washington
Saginaw, 48607

Page 27

Date of
Construction

1864

1899

c. 1880

1874

1832

1854

1883

c. 1880

1913

1881

1884

1930
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