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6. 819 South Leroy Street - "Benjamin Bangs Residence" 
Fenton, MI 48430 

7. 

Acreage: Less than 1 acre 
Quandrangle Name: Fenton Quandrangle 
UTM Reference: 17/278780/4740730 
Verbal Boundary Description: Property Tax #X-862 

8. 617 South Oak Street - "Frederick Riggs Residence" 
Fenton, MI 48430 

Acreage: Less than 1 acre 
Quandrangle Name: Fenton Quandrangle 
UTM Reference: 17/2 7 8 870/4 7 40 7 30 
Verbal Boundary Description: Property Tax #X-865 
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9. 81.2 South Adelaide Street - "Volney Church/Carlos B. Shotwell Residence" 
Fenton, MI 48430 

Acreage: Less than 1 acre 
Quandrangle Name: Fenton Quandrangle 
UTM Reference: 17/278580/4740730 
Verbal Boundary Description: Property Tax #X-1375 

10. 309 West High Street - "Fenton Seminary" 
Fenton, MI 48430 

Acreage: Less than 1 acre 
Quandrangle Name: Fenton Quandrangle 
UTM Reference: 17/278380/4740590 
Verbal Boundary Description: Property Tax #X-577 

11. 20 7 Silver Lake Road - "Fenton Railroad Depot" 
Fenton, MI 48430 

Acreage: Less than 1 acre 
Quandrangle Name: Fenton Quandrangle 
UTM Reference: 17/2 7 899 0/4 7 416 30 
Verbal Boundary Description: Not available 
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produced in executing his stately renovation project. While portions of the 
home are brick, others utilize cement. The home is important not only as an 
example of early twentieth century architecture, but as a testimony to the 
utilization of new building products in residential construction. 

&(,...,. ~,.. 
FENTON SEMINARY - 309 High St,~ 

(c. 1868) Fenton 
(PHOTO #56) 

National Register 
Selection Criteria 

A. 
c. 

Fentonville distinguished itself early with a highly developed private and 
public school system. The Fentonville public system was, as of 1876, one of 
five systems in the State on the University of Michigan's accredited list. 
Unfortunately, the private school system failed when financial difficulties, 
not unknown to such institutions, forced it to close its doors. In addition 
to primary and secondary schools, Fentonville had three institutions of 
higher learning, one of which was the private Fenton Seminary, founded by 
Rosina L. Dayfoot under the auspices of the Baptist Church. 

A two-story frame building was the first to house the Fenton Seminary, which 
served as a feeder preparatory school for Kalamazoo College in the western 
part of the Sta te. This structure was soon followed, circa 1868, by the 
extant monumental stone structure at 309 High Street. At the height of its 
success, the seminary boasted classes in business, languages, music, and 
calisthenics. By 1886, however, the school's trustees found it impossible 
to continue operation of the Fenton Seminary and offered the building and 
grounds to the Baptist Ministers Aid Society. From that time until very 
recently, it was known as the Baptist Ministers Home and served as a retire­
ment home for clerics. 

The three-story stone structure was originally constructed in the Second 
Empire style, complete with a mansard roof, dormers, and r ound ed arch windows. 
A severe fire in 1899, however, destroyed the entire interior, roof, and the 
original two-story veranda with its balustrades and divided front steps. 
During the building's reconstruction in 1900, the porch was altered to fea­
ture two stone piers, the front stairway was built as a single flight, and 
the third story was eliminated and replaced by a truncated hip roof. The 
new roof's details included a centrally placed stepped gable dormer flanked 
by fanciful metal dormers. The structure rema ins virtually intact today 
except for its vacant and neglected condition. It remains one of Fenton's 
most prominent nineteenth century buildings and there are realistic hopes 
that it will be rehabilitated in the near future. 
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1. Fenton Seminary 
2. 309 High 

Fenton 
Genesee 
Michigan 

3. Matthew Lampe 
4. May 1982 
5. Michigan History Division 
6. view from N 
7. 56 of 92 
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