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The Cortright-Van Patten Mi1l was constructed as a grist mill by C. C. Cortright
and Son. A rambling, two-, three-, and four-story, frame structure, it is

clad in novelty siding. The original mill, possessing bracketed eaves and
dormer-pierced mansard roofs, was constructed in 1887. The remaining gable-

and shed-roof portions were in place by 1910. No significant exterior changes
have been made.

The building's four floors were used as follows: The basement provided the
water-power transmission gear. This is virtually intact, with the exception of some
of the gearing that was sold off in 1970. The first floor contained most of the
business operations of the mill, including receiving, milling, grinding, bagging,
and shipping. The second floor was originally used for storage. The third floor
contains pulleys and shivs for the power transmission which came from the water

wheels in the basement to this level before being dispatched for other power
needs throughout.

In 1974-1975 the mill was converted into a dinner theater. Alterations effected
then included construction of a stage, bar, and new entrance in the first floor
and the adaptation of the second floor as living quarters for the theater's
permanent cast. The kitchen occupies the former power room. Despite the
conversion, few major changes have been made in the interior, which retains

a heavy-timbered, rustic character.

The mill stands in the center of an ample lot. Its broad north side faces the
Kalamazoo River, which once provided the power for milling operations. The
former mi11 dam and pond are Tocated a short distance to the east, but are

now no longer a part of the complex. The old mill race (now inoperative, but
to be restored) and a field stretch between the mill and river and provide

an attractive setting which retains much of its historic character.
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The Cortright-Van Patten m{11.possesse considerable significance as a Homer landmark
and focal point of 1ife in this south-central Michigan agricultural community.

Homer village was first settled in 1832. The village's first mill was erected
about 1837 by Leon Barney and is said to have stood near the site of the
present structure.

The core of the Cortright-Van Patten flour mill was erected for the firm of

C. C. Cortright and Son in 1887. George A. McCartney of Homer, the contractor,
completed the job in sixty days. Large additions were made about 1910.

C. C. Cortright came to Michigan from New York state in the 1850s and settled
in Hillsdale and Branch counties before moving to Calhoun. His son,David W.
Cortright, operated a farm as well as the mill in Homer. The structure,
purchased from the Cortrights by the H. Van Patten Company in 1940, continued
in operation as a mill until 1970. In 1974 James L. Miller purchased the
property; he converted the mill into a dinner theater known as True Grist Ltd.

Despite the change of function and some alterations in the building's form,
however, the structure retains its architectural character and historical
associations as a central element of Homer 1life.
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The Cortright-Van Patten Mill possesses considerable significance as the site

of local milling operations for over eighty years and as an unusually large and
elaborate mill structure. Homer was first settled in 1832 and platted into a
village two years later. Sited in the center of a rich agricultural district on
a branch of the Kalamazoo River and located on the main Detroit-to-Chicago line
of the Michigan Central Railroad at its junction with other lines running north
and south, Homer chame an "important shipping point for agricultural products,
especially wheat."

The community's first grist mill was constructed about 1837 by Leon Barney and

is said to have stood on or near the site of the Cortright-Van Patten Mil1l. The
core of the Cortright-Van Patten flour mill was erected for the firm of C. C.
Cortright and Son in 1887. George A. McCartney of Homer, the contractor, completed
the job in sixty days. Large additions were made about 1910. C. C. Cortright
came to Michigan from New York state in the 1850s and settled in Hillsdale and
Branch counties before moving to Calhoun. His son, David W. Cortright, operated

a farm as well as the mill in Homer. The structure, purchased from the Cortrights
by the H. Van Patten Company in 1940, continued in operation as a mill until 1970.
In 1974 James L. Miller purchased the property; he converted the mill into a
dinner theater known as True Grist Ltd.

Large, frame, grist and flour mills were erected in many of the larger villages
and towns throughout southern Michigan through the nineteenth century and into
the early years of the twentieth. However, the Cortright-Van Patten Mill is one
of the largest and, by reason of its mansard roof, most unusual. Mansard-roofed
structures of any kind are particularly uncommon in the Michigan countryside.

Ip. L. Polk & Co., Michigan State Gazetteer and Business Directory, 1889-90.
(Detroit: 1889), p. 1087.
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RICHARD H. AUSTIN SECRETARY OF STATE
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MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION

ADMINISTRATION, ARCHIVES,
HISTORIC SITES, AND PUBLICATIONS
3423 N. Logan Street

517-373-0510

STATE MUSEUM
505 N. Washington Avenue
§17-373-0515

August 22, 1979

Emma Jane Sacks

National Register of Historic Places

Office of Archaeology and Historic

| Preservation

Heritage Conservation and Recreation
Service

440 G Street N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Ms. Sacks:

Enclosed are a new significance ‘statement for the
Cortright-Van Patten Mill nomination (Homer, Calhoun
County) and a boundary justification statement for the
South Street Historic District nomination (Kalamazoo),
as per your request. Hope these fill the bill.

Sincerely yours,

Bob Ches Teconane

Robert O. Christensen

Historic Preservation
Coordinator

Michigan History Division
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Honorable Donald W. Riegle, Jr.

Honorable Carl Levin State Historic Preservation Officer
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