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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The one and a half story Dr. Leonard Hall House is constructed of wood with
vertical siding and battens. Its steeply pitched roof features a
dominant gable on the front south facade. Scalloped and arrow-pointed
gingerbread bargeboards accent the eaves, while straight collar braces,
beams, and a king post with pointed pendant ornament the south facade
gable end. Windows are double hung and capped by wooden hood molds.

The asymmetrical front porch possesses turned wood columns, spindle
railings, and a small gable which frames the doorway and echoes the

roof line. Four-pane sidelights flank the central main entrance.

The board and batten construction, steep pitched roof, gingerbread
bargeboard, and window hood molds are all design features characteristic
of Gothic Revival, also referred to as Carpenter Gothic, architecture.

The first story floor plan is symmetrically oriented to the central
entrance hall and stairway. On the right a front parlor opens onto a
dining room and a library. On the left are a bedroom and adjoining
bath. The second story floor plan has been altered at an unknown date
to accomodate a small apartment. Shed dormers were added on the east
and north rooflines during this alteration. The first story interior
plaster, woodwork and window frames have been maintained in their

original condition.

With the residence sited near the front of a long narrow lot which
measures 264 by 58 feet, the Hall House property has preserved some
original plantings and much of its nineteenth-century character.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Dr. Leonard Hall House is significant as a remarkably well preserved
example of Carpenter Gothic architecture and because of its uninterrupted
association with three generations of Halls, a family which has made
important contributions to the development of Hudson.

Born in 1806 in upstate New York where he completed his medical training
in 1834, Leonard Hall traveled to western Lenawee County, Michigan the
following spring and established his practice as a physician in Rollin
Township. Five years later, after marrying Nancy Wells of Cook County,
Illinois, he relocated five miles to the south in Lanesville, now known
as Hudson. In 1847 Dr. Hall purchased Main Street property from Beriah
Lane, and shortly thereafter constructed the Carpenter Gothic residence
which still stands today. When Dr. Leonard Hall died in 1877 after a
long and productive career as a physician, druggist, local newspaper
publisher, and Episcopalian Church warden, the house passed into the
possession of his eldest son Henry.

A native son of Hudson, born in 1841, Henry Hall graduated from a
Cleveland commercial college in 1859, worked for ten years as a merchant
in Placerville, California and New York City, and then returned to his
hcue town to marry Josephine Hemans of Jackson County, Michigan. Henry
soon became one of Hudson's most prosperous businessmen by maintaining

a store which sold groceries, crockery, home furnishings, and patent
medicines. Eschewing typical late nineteenth-century Michigan political
alliances by supporting the Democratic party, Henry had twice ran as that
party's candidate for the state legislature. A contemporary account
explained, "and notwithstanding the fact that his party is hopelessly

in the minority here and he was thus defeated, he polled a large vote
both times, which shows that he is highly regarded as a citizen."

Despite his maverick politics, Henry Hall held local office as councilman

and mayor, gnd he and his wife Josephine were reported to enjoy much
popularity in Hudson.

lPortrait and Biographical Album of Lenawee County, Michigan. Chicago,

1888, p. 910.

(continued)
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The property nominated is a rectangular lot 58' by 264' bounded on the
east and west by residential properties, on the north by a railroad
right of way, and on the south by Main Street.
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Florence Hall, daughter of Henry and Josephine, now ninety-three years
of age, and long known in her own right as a Hudson teacher and
librarian, continues to live in the handsome residence built by her
grandfather Dr. Leonard Hall.

Bordered by homes of later nineteenth-century construction and situated
just west of the business district which has been listed in the National
Register, the Hall House stands as a distinctive example of Carpenter
Gothic architecture and as a living testimony to three generations of
community service provided by one of Hudson's pioneer families.

ITEM NUMBER 9 PAGE 4

Bonner, Richard I. ed., Memoirs of Lenawee County, Michigan, Madison,
Wisconsin, 19009.

Hudson Post-Gazette, November 1877; Hudson Gazette, February 12, 1914.

Portrait and Biographical Album of Lenawee County, Michigan, Chicago,
1888.

ITEM NUMBER 11 PAGE 4

John Kern, Historic Preservation Coordinator

Michigan History Division March 27, 1978
Michigan Department of State 517-373-0510
Lansing, Michigan 48918
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