Form No. 10-300 (Rev. 10-74)

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

CHo 355345
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

EINAME |

HISTORIC -
** Lobb House

AND/OR COMMON
Lobb/Madigan House

BJLOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
203 W. Onota Street

—NOT FOR PUBLICATION

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Munising — VICINITY OF 1l1lth
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
Michigan 026 Alger 003
EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC X occupieD _AGRICULTURE  X_MUSEUM
X_BUILDING(S) X_PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL —PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH &WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT _IN PROCESS X YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT  __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED —_YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL —_TRANSPORTATION
—NO —MILITARY X_OTHER:
EYOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME . . .
Alger County Historical Society
STREET & NUMBER
203 W. Onota Street
CITY, TOWN i ST%E
Munising VICINITY OF Michigan
I LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, g
REGISTRY OF DEEDS;ETC. Register of Deeds
STREET & NUMBER
Alger County Court House
CITY. TOWN STATE
Munising Michigan

EJ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

Michigan History Division Registered Local Site No. 259

DATE
November 1973

__FEDERAL _XSTATE __COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

Michigan History Division, Department of State

CITY, TOWN
3423 N. Logan, Lansing

STATE
Michigan




DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
— EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED XUNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE
X _Goop __RUINS __ALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED
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The Lobb/Madigan house is a two-and-one-half story frame structure,
/42 x 28" in plan. A hipped roof with a generous overhang tops the structure
and a large verandah sweeps around the north and east sides. The windows
are one-by-one, double-hung sash, and many feature rare art glass. The
house was designed by Edward DeMare, an architect in Sault Ste. Marie,
and built in the year 1907.

The interior of the house is lavish. Many of the floors are oak or
finished to resemble oak; those in the living room and dining room
feature parquet borders. The walls of many of the ground floor rooms
are paneled in oak. A large fireplace dominates the living room, and
an elaborate built-in side-board enhances the dining room. The bedrooms
are large and with high ceilings. There is a second fireplace in the
front bedroom, and each bedroom contains elaborate built-in wardrobes.

The Lobb/Madigan home is in good condition. The only exterior change
has been the removal of a wooden balustrade from the roof of the verandah,
but this in no way harms the overall integrity of the home. No significant
changes have been made to the interior.

In 1973, the Alger Historical Society purchased the home from the
Madigan estate and uses it as a museum. As part of this project, they
intend to do what restoration work is needed, and re-assemble the lavish
gold furniture which made up the original furnlshlng, but now belongs to
relatives and descendants of the Lobb family.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE :
The Lobb/Madigan house, one of the most spacious, opulent, and well-

known houses in Munising, is a monument to the indomitable will of
Elizabeth Lobb. In the late 1890s, she played a role in first the mining
industry and later the operation of a large brick company in the_Upper
Peninsula of Michigan. The house, a symbol of her achievement, is now
owned by the Alger County Historical Society and is the site of a local
historical museum.

Elizabeth Lobb played a significant role in the development of the
Upper Peninsula of Michigan in the late nineteenth century. Born
Elizabeth Down on June 30, 1845 in Tavistock, England, at age twenty-eight,
she married Edward Lobb, who had just returned from the Negaunee area of
the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. The young couple migrated to the United
States and settled in Princeton Township in Marquette County.

The history of the Lobb family in the early 1870s, a time of steady
expansion of iron mines in the Marquette area, is obscure. The Princeton
mine was discovered on land which they owned, and the royalties made the
family wealthy. In 1883, the Lobbs were in Negaunee where Mr. Lobb owned
and operated a saloon and hotel. By 1890 Mr. Lobb was President of the
Bessie Mining Company and President and General Manager of the East Buffalo
Mine. :

The Anna River Brick Company was organized in 1887. By the summer of
1889, the company had begun actual production at their brickyard, located
some eight miles east of Au Train. During these years the company employed
about five hundred men from the surrounding locality, and had two kilns.,
each of which could burn 300,000 bricks at a time. The transfer of the
company's offices to Hallston, a small postoffice eight miles west of
Munising, in 1902, probably led to the Lobb's moving to Munising. Madame
Lobb no doubt wanted to be close to the company's operations since her

hgldings by this time had grown to nine hundred seventy-five out of 1600
shares.

: The Lobbs quickly became the leading family in town because of the
importance of the brickyard to the economy of Munising. Yet even while
Nathaniel Lobb presided over the company and participated in community
affairs, his mother, Madame Lobb, dominated. Up to 1906, her son owned
only five shares, and she owned the rest. 1In 1907, the company was forced
to dissolve because a mortgage foreclosed, requiring the sale of tangible
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assets. Madame Lobb held the mortgage, and the family purchased all the
assets and continued to operate the brickyard until 1920.

The clearest indicator of the importance of Madame Lobb can be seen
in the house which she built on the corner of Onota and Lynn Streets.
Despite the fact that her son and family lived in the house, only Madame
Lobb is mentioned in the story which appeared in the Munising News for
January 31, 1908. This story described the gala reception which "fittingly
celebrated the social opening of Mrs. Lobb's handsome residence, which
would be a credit and an ornament to any city in the state."

Madame Lobb assumed a lesser role as she advanced in age. Beginning
in 1912, she spent the winters in Florida and the summers in Munising.
She died at age eighty-one on July 15, 1926 and was buried in the family
plot at Negaunee.

Nathaniel Lobb lived in the house until 1934 when he moved to Texas.
The house then changed hands twice, and was bought in 1945 by John and
Francis Madigan who lived in it until their deaths. 1In 1973 it was
purchased by the Alger County Historical Society.

GPO 892 455



Form No. 10-300a
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 9 PAGE 3

1883. p.461.

Marquette Daily Mining Journal. July 16, 1926. p. 2.

Munising News. Féb. 22, 1907 [p. 9]; Jan. 31, 1908 [p« 1]l7 July 16,
19626 [p. 8].

GPO 892 455



Property  Lobb House Koz 2~ 7600023

State YHmNdgan Working Number , .. .. ,oa¢ )4/6.0
TECHNICAL ' . L{ﬁ%v*m 5. 25 “CONTROL
Photos : :

i R o %,2 i

: E = 4 Gortetod S HISTORIANM
. . 2 - M ‘%
F&.EG-:M m:ﬁaw"f\ /155 G245,

Nowwinrow's STRERINT Ov Spewwicouks | AR71TE9TURAL HISTORIAN

S ompW e Cb\l‘\’ﬁ“r Q
fam -rumm \snwwcz, ”\ P\CCEO‘\’
Ause Been Nowwicen For Raow Ca ke ,

Tr s @ Euceie Fon DTwoottewn, Pewd
SunEkmge Ao Werrren,

i JMMM 15

o&%"k

HAER

Inventory

Review O

o Sigtic anca boe ared.fectoup REVIEW UNIT CHIEF
i l'-‘:‘%hlf\l.

St \ ' ‘M w C@c,é_,e' %
S«ﬁchs w-o(.g.,mga/ Ly -
7/21/ 76

BRANCH CHIEF

Gep2c
KEEPER
9/34/7¢
T ol
National Register Write-up Send-back Entered 0CT 8 1976
Federal Register Entry ﬂ—_& - 26 Re-submit INT:2106-74

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7



3

A

_.____::
[y Y S—

S

il

i L4l

[7

“‘-..‘.-.““ [ FUUL LN

- v J , .
S el 4 :,‘,‘.,-" Fe ;.r
- 4 o & . )
y PYARE AT | p
‘ : 3t .}45 , T
"y ot K Tos ’ & :
:
\ |
{ »



Alger County Historical society Museum :
(Lobb-Madigan) House ,203 West Onota St.Munising,lMich 49862

Purchased by ACHS from the Frances Madigan estate, June 1,1973
Purchase price $28,000 (unfurnished)
Picture taken. Februarv.1l973
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE

RICHARD H. AUSTIN SECRETARY OF STATE

MH-69 @11

March 15, 1976

Dr. William T. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
Room 3209

1100 L Street, N.W.

Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20005

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

LANSING

MICHIGAN 48918

MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION

ADMINISTRATION, ARCHIVES,
HISTORIC SITES, AND PUBLICATIONS
3423 N. Logan Street

517-373-0510

STATE MUSEUM
505 N. Washington Avenue
517-373-0515

The Michigan History Division of the Department of
State is herein submitting for your consideration the
following nomination to the National Register of Historic

Places:

Lobb House, Munising, Alger County

Sincerely yours,

Martha M. Bigelow 2/)

Director, Michigan History Division
and

State Historic Preservation Officer
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State Historic Preservation Officer

Hon. Robert P, Criffin Dr. Martha M. Bigelow

Hon. Philip A. Hart Director, Michigan History Division
Hon. Philip E. Ruppe Department of State

Regional Director, Midwest Region Lansing, Michigan 48918
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