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II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

x_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 
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_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Lobb/Madigan ·house is a two-and-one-half story frame structure, 
/ 42 x 28' in plan. A hipped roof with a generous overha~c;J tops the s~ructure 

and a large verandah sweeps around the north and east s1des. The w1ndows 
are one-by-one, double-hung sash, and many feature rare art glass. The 
house was designed by Edward DeMare, an architect in Sault Ste. Marie, 
and built in the year 1907. 

The interior of the house is lavish. Many of the floors are oak or 
finished to resemble oak; those in the living room and dining room 
feature parquet borders. The walls of many of the ground floor rooms 
are paneled in oak. A large fireplace dominates the living room, and 
an elaborate built-in side-board enhances the dining room. The bedrooms 
are large and with high ceilings. There is a second fireplace in the 
front bedroom, and each bedroom contains elaborate built-in wardrobes. 

The Lobb/Madigan home is in good condition. The only exterior change 
has been the removal of a wooden balustrade from the roof of the verandah, 
but this in no way harms the overall integrity of the home. No significant 
changes have been made to the interior. 

In 1973, the Alger Historical Society purchased the home from the 
Madigan estate and uses it as a museum. As part of this project, they 
intend to do what restoration work is needed, and re-assemble the lavish 
gold furniture which made up the original furnishing, but now belongs to 
relatives and· descendants of the Lobb family. 
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BUILDER/ ARCHITECT Edward De Mare 

The Lobb/Madigan house, one of the most spacious, opulent, and well­
known houses in Munising, is a monument to the indomitable will of 
Elizabeth Lobb. In the late 1890s, she played a role in first the mining 
industry and later the operation of a large brick company in the Upper 
Peninsula of Michigan. The house, a symbol of her achievement, is now 
owned by the Alger County Historical Society and is the site of a local 
historical museum. 

Elizabeth Lobb played a significant role in the development of the 
Upper Peninsula of Michigan in the late nineteenth century. Born 
Elizabeth Down on June 30, 1845 in Tavistock, England, at age twenty-eight, 
she married Edward Lobb, who had just returned from the Negaunee area of 
the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. The young couple migrated to the United 
States and settled in Princeton Township in Marquette County. 

The history of the Lobb family in the early 1870s, a time of steady 
expansion of iron mines in the Marquette area, is obscure. The Princeton 
mine was discovered on land which they owned, and the royalties made the 
family wealthy. In 1883, the Lobbs were in Negaunee where Mr. Lobb owned 
and operated a saloon and hotel. By 1890 Mr. Lobb was President of the 
Bessie Mining Company and President and Gene~al Mana~er of the East Buffalo 
Mine. 

The Anna River Brick Company was organized in 1887. By the summer of 
1889, the company had begun actual production at their brickyard, located 
some eight miles east of Au Train. During these years the company employed 
about five hundred men from the surrounding locality, and had two kilns, 
each of which could burn 300,000 bricks at a time. The transfer of the 
company's offices to Hallston, a small postoffice eight miles west of 
Munising, in 1902, probably led to the Lobb's moving to Munising. Madame 
Lobb.no doubt ~ant~d to be close to ~he com~any's operations since her 
hold1ngs by th1s t1me had grown to n1ne hundred seventy-five out of 1600 
shares. 

. The Lobbs quickly became the leading family in town because of the 
1mportance of the brickyard to the economy of Munising. Yet even while 
Nath~niel ~obb presided over the company and participated ·in community 
affa1rs, h1s mother, Madame Lobb, dominated. Up to 1906 her son owned 
only.five shares, and she owned the rest. In 1907, the ~ompany was forced 
to d1ssolve because a mortgage foreclosed, requiring the sale of tangible 
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assets. Madame Lobb held the mortgage, and the family purchased all the 
assets and continued to operate the brickyard until 1920. 

The clearest indicator of the importance of Madame Lobb can be seen 
in the house which she built on the corner of Onota and Lynn Streets. 
Despite the fact that her son and family lived in the house, only Madame 
Lobb is mentioned in the story which appeared in the Munising News for 
January 31, 1908. This story described the gala reception which "fittingly 
celebrated the social opening of Mrs. Lobb's handsome residence, which 
would be a credit and an ornament to any city in the state." 

Madame Lobb assumed a lesser role as she advanced in age. Beginning 
in 1912, she spent the winters in Florida and the summers in Munising. 
She died at age eighty-one on July 15, 1926 and was buried in the family 
plot at Negaunee. 

Nathaniel Lobb lived in the house until 1934 when he moved to Texas. 
The house then changed hands twice, and was bought in 1945 by John and 
Francis Madigan who lived in it until their deaths. In 1973 it was 
purchased by the Alger County Historical Society. 
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March 15, 1976 

Dr. William T. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Room 3209 
1100 L Street, N.W. 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. c. 20005 

Dear Mr. Murtagh: 

MICHIGAN 48918 

MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION 

ADMINISTRATION , ARCHIVES, 
HISTORIC SITES, AND PUBLICATIONS 
3423 N . Logan Street 
5 17-373-0510 

STATE MUSEUM 
505 N . Washington Avenue 
517-373-0515 

The Michigan History Division of the Department of 
State is herein submitting for your consideration the 
following nomination to the National Register of Historic 
Places: 

Lobb House, Munising, Alger County 

Sincerely yours, 

/'(} ~/1{ /)_,~ Ap . ,-
M~;t~a M. Bigelow ~ 
Director, Michigan History Division 
and 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
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