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Form 10-300 
(Rev. 6-72) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK Sf;RVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF H·ISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY- NOMINATION FORM -

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

COMMON : 

Hurlbut Memorial Gate 
ANDI OR HISTORIC : 

(Check One) 

tJ District 0 Building 

0 Site . ~Structure 

0 Object 

0 Agricultural 

0 .Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 Entertainment 

0 
0 
0 
0 

Government 

Industrial 

Military 

Museum 

Detroit 

Avenue 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

0 Being Considered 

:0 Park Gate 
0 Private Residence 

0 Religious 

0 Scientific 

Division 

208 North C itol Avenue 
CIT OR TOWN: 

Lansin 

DATA SHEET 
STATE: 

Michigan 
COUNTY : 

STATUS 

0 Occupied 

IX] Unoccupied 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

0 Restricted 
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0 Excellent· 0 Good IXJ Fair 
CONDITION 

(Chec k On e) 

0 Altered rn Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE TH E PRESENT AND ORIG I NAL ( if known) P H Y SICA L APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved XJ Original Site 

Erected in 1894, this Beaux Arts/Baroque style entrance 
gate followed the prevailing taste of the dar . 

Hurlbut Memorial Gate is cut Bedford limestone with 
a rusticated terrace twelve feet above grade. At grade level, 
in the center of the structure is a massive iron gate for 
pedestrians. At each side is a double iron gate for vehicles. 
The two driveways originally converged into a single roadway. 
(The roadway now runs to the right of the monument.) 

The grade level of the gate is rusticated stone in a 
renaissance style. Enclosed, single flight stairs terminate 
on either side of the entrance, that open to the terrace. 
At the base of each stairway and .on each side are· grotto­
like shells with stone benches in front of them. Two large 
metal lamps on the side pillar.s and small metal ones attached 
to the monument are also in t he renaissance style. 

The terrace or loggia level, however, has strong Baroque 
characteristics. The facade has t wo bay s with a pair of Ionic 
columns separating the rounded. centralc areh . and the lower, 
rectangular, openings. Above these side openings are round 
openings with decorative cut stone surrounding them. The 
base of these columns, as well as the single columns on either 
side.· hp.vescupltured stone decoration and rest ,... on a classical 
pedestal. 

m 
m 

z 

The structure is in fair condition with some chipping 
at the base and staining. Marble panels on the main facade, 
with "Hurlbttt Memorial Gate" engraved in them, are deterioratin • n 
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Form 10-300o 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

HATIOHAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

IHVEHTORY · HOMIHATIOH FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

(NUIIIber •" entrlee) Hurlbut M:morial Gate, Detroit 
7. Description 

STATE , , 
Michigan 

COUNTY 

Wa e 

The Hurlbut Merrorial Gate has been nominated apart from Water Works 
Park because the Park has been significantly altered from its original 
layout. 

DATE 

All but a small section of the Park was closed to the public about the 
time of World War II. The Water Works has been expanding within the park 
since that time, cutting dCMn trees, rerroving roads, and undermining the 
land with manholes; markers identifying the valves. (The size of the park 
has been diminished from its original size of 56 acres to approximately 
3cacres.) 

8. Significance 

The well-proportioned Hurlbut Memorial Gate is architecturally 
significant because it is an UFlUSual exanple of unaltered Beaux-Arts 
Classicism in· Michigan. 

GP 0 921-724 
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0 20th Century 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Ch eck One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal D Education D Pol itica I D Urban P lann ing 

D Prehi storic 0 Engineering D Rel ig ion/ Phi . D Other (Speci fy ) 

D Historic D Industry losophy 

D Agriculture D Invention D Science 

fJ Architecture D Landscape D Sculpture 

D Art Architecture D Socia 1/Human -

D Commerce 0 Literature i tarion 

D Communications D Military D Theater 

D Conservation 0 Mus ic 0 Tran s portat ion 

TATEMENT OF s i GNIFI CA N CE 

The Hurlbut : Memmrial · Gate., at the main entrance of 
Water Works Park1 was commissioned by the Water Board to be 
built in 1894, It was designed b y Brede and Mueller, 
architects~ (Gustav: .. _Muel.Ler. ·1 'L1364 .... 1.937) .. ; .J D.:ol1n . in''-e.r,~sden,., 
Germany, was a student of Stanford White.} The contract 
submitted by_lierman A. Brede and Gustav A. Mueller, architects 
also included successful bidders for cut stone work, carpentry 
masonry , iron work, sheet metal work , carving, sculpture, 
and painting· and glazing. Chauncy Hurlbut (1803-1885) was 
a dedicated member of the Board of Water Commissioners and 
was a moving force in having the pumping station located 
on Jefferson Avenue (then the Grosse Pointe Road) . He 
was elected by the Common Council in 1861 and served until 
his death in 1885i he was president from 1868-85. There was 
public opposition to moving the station so far out from the 
center of Detroit. But the pumping station was servicing 
the city in 1877, despite the opposition. 

Prior to moving to Detroit at age 15 he lived in New 
York. In Detroit he enter:ed a partnership of Dean and 
Hurlbut, saddle and harness makers. Having prospered at 
this trade, he went into the grocery business at 50 Woodward 
Avenue. 

He was a public spirited citizen including Volunteer 
Fire Department foreman engineer and president, organizer 
and director of the Detroit Board of Trade, establisher and 
director of the Secon d National Bank in 1863, a.nd Sewer 
Commissioner. 

At his death in 1885, Mr. Hurlbut left his estate in 
trust to his wife and his valuable library to the Boar d 
of Water Commissioners. In his will he bequeathed to the 
Board the income of $200,000 to be devoted to "maintaining 
and improving the grounds around the works ..• a; portion 
shall be used for the ordinary maintenance of the works, but 
shall only be used in fencing, fountains, keeping the library 
room in order. " 

Hurlbut Park, familiarly known as Water Works Park was 
second only to Belle Isle among the twenty-three parks in 
Detroit in the hearts of the city residents, according to 
the Detroit News-Tribune of July 16, 1905. The grounds were 
(continued) 



The Detroiter, June 15, 1925, Vol. 16, pt. 2 
Det-roit F-re·e· ·pr·ess, May 1, 19 45. 
De·t ·ro·l ·t · NeW's, May 26, 1961, August 6, 1951, September 21, 1928. 
ne·trolt' News-Tribune I July 16 I 1905. 
Detroit Water Works, Act of Incorporation, Regulations, History 

1890. 
Clippings from newspapers at Burton Historical Collections 

· {papers undesignated) 
"Copy of Chauncy Hurlbut's Will and the Proceedings taken by 
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DATE 

of Colonial Dames of American in 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

P.valuated according to the c-iteria and procewres set 

forth by the National Pink Serv1ce. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National O State 0 Local XX 

TitleState Historic Preservation 
Officer 

Date October 25, 1974 

STATE 

Mi ch 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Di;ector, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

D:~te --~--l-4~d-l':.L..L.0:__:_:s.-_. __ _ 
ATTEST: 

Date 
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Form 10-300o 
(July 1969} 

(Number ell entries) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY • NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

8. Significance (continued) 

STATE 

Michigan 
COUNTY 

Wayne 

seeded and ornamented with two small lakes. People arrived 
and departed by the trolley that passed the gate. The 
crowds enjoyed the park for strolling, bicycling, sailing 
small boats, buying fruit from a woman at the park . entrance, and 
musi¢. 

9. Major Bibliographical References (continued) 

the Board of Water Commissioners of Detroit in the naming of 
Gladwin Park." 

Farmer, Silas. History ·of Detroit and Wayne· county = New York: 
S. Larner and Co., 1890, p. 62-72. 

Hurlbut, Henry H. "Hurlbut Genealogy", 1888. 

11. Form Prepared By (continued} 

Amy Hecker 
Michigan History Division 
Department of State 
208 North Capitol 
Lansing, Michigan 48918 
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Form No. 10-301 
Rev. 7-72 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

E. Jefferson 
CITY OR TOWN : 

Det 
STATE: 

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow . 

3 . Latitude and longitude reference. 

STATE , 

Mich.1.gan 
COUNTY 

Wayne 
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DEPARTMENT OF T HE 
GEOLOGI 

Mapped , edited , and publisHPrl 
in cooperation with State 

I 
Control by USGS, USC&GS, u. ,s. Lake Survey, and City of Det roit 

Plan imetry by photogrammetric me thods from aeri al photographs 
Topography by planetable surveys 1938, Revised from aerial 
photographs taken 1967. Fie I~ checked 1968 
Canad ia n port ion copied in part from Riverside quadrangle 
(1:25,000) 1960, Army Survey Establ ishment, R. C. E. 

Selected hydrographic data compiled from U. S. Lake Survey 
Charts 41 and 42 (1966). Thi s In formation is not intended 
for naviga tiona I purposes 

Polyconic projection. 1927 North America n datum 
lO,OOO.foot grid based on Michigan coordinate system, south zone 
1000-meter UniversaJ Transverse Mercator grid ticks, 
zone 17, shown in blue 
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT 0 F S TAT E 

R I C H A R D H. A U S T I N SECRETARY OF SlATE 
LANSING 

MH-69 ~11 

Janua:cy 8, 1975 

.. .. .... 

Mr. Ward Jarrll 
National Register, National Park Service 
1100 L Street, N.W. 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

MICHIGAN 48918 

(517) 373-0510 
MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION 

ADMINISTRATION. PUBLICATIONS. 
RESEARCH. AND HISTORIC SITES 

208 N. Capitol Avenue 

STATE ARCHIVES 

3405 N. Logan Street 

STATE MUSEUM 
505 N. Washington Avenue 

RE: Hurlbut Merrorial Gate; 
Detroit, Michigan; Wayne County 

Dear Ward: 

Attached is additional infonnation on the architectural 
significance of the Gate, and why the Gate is nc:minated 
apart fran the entire park. 

The longitude should read 82° 58' 54". 

s~~~~v 
Arr!Y HecKer 
Historic Preservation Coordinator 
Michigan History Division 

AH/cw 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 

Name 

Also Notified 

JkJn. !h111p .A. llU't 

. '· . u. ..... 

L PR -· MMott/bsh 3/31/75 

... 

Location 
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·~AME as it appears o .-1 f ederal register : 

~urlbut Memorial Gate ------------~--L--
,.--0 ~CATION stl·eet & number ~ty 1 town viohlit.y of -~ oounty 

""Wavne E. Jefferson at c-dillac alvd. VOetroit 
,@ADMI NISTRATOR: 

l(i?.)souRCEol NOMINATION ~ATE OFEDF.RAL ------------
r:;:--,-\ -------, if state who pre~ared form? 

'])OWNE R OPRIVm OSTATE/~MUN ICIPAL 0COUtnY OMULTIPLE OFEDERAL (agency name) 

:?) EXISTING suRvEYS D HABS DHAER D IIHL 10 FUNDED? DYES ONO @ coNGRESs. DIS~RICT 

I{~ ACR£Af.~ I 
--·-- ~ · o ];; acre I DLOCAL OPRIVAH CRGAN IZATION 

, ~ -- ~ 

1-._./ . : "' H,.::;;•.U r.u:!STER mTO?.IC OISTR!Cr? .,d , ~·i'lliH:I; U ,\T!Jii~L HISTOntC L ANO~iAilK? 
:J ICS ~-. ,, ---·---· _ t,a_~ [J ~ES. NAr.l£ - ~-

ll~cONDITIOl\1 Odeteriorated Oaltered WJbriginal site !@features: 

Oexcellent Oruins ~unaltered Omoved 

a:.OSUBSTA!HIALLY INTACT-1 a:~SUBSTANT I ALLY IHTACT-2 ~~SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT· 3 
20NOT INTACT-() Qo NOT INTACT-0 CO NOT INTACT ·0 
a: a: a: 
~0 UNKNOVIN-4 ~D UNKNOWN-S >D UNKNOWN ·6 
~NOT APPLICABLE -7 ~0 HOT APPLICABLE -8 ~0 UOT APPLICABLE· 9 

Ogood Ounexposed 0 reconstructed Ounknown 

~fair Ounexcavated 0 excavated 

~ACCESS DYES-Restricted SYES-Unrestricted 0 No Access 0Unknown !@ADAPTIVE USE DYES ~ol@ SAVED? DYES I IS PROPERTY A HISTORIC DISTRICT?0yes~no 

@AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE: OEN GINEERING -11 OLAHDSCAPE ARCH.-15 OPOLITICS/GOVT.·21 ORECREATION·28 ~~C?I~A,IMS: explain 

O ARCHEOLOG Y-p rehistori: -2 0CO MM ERCE·6 0 EtlTERTAINMENT·26 .-. '"" •• •• - flrst O 0 lAn- l b 0 RELIGION- 22 0 SETTLEMEtH-29 

O ARCHEOL OGY·histori c-1 0 COMI.IUNICATIONS-7 0 EXPLORATION ·12 

0 HRICUiTUR E-3 0 CONSERVATION-S 0 HEALTH ·27 

$ ARC HiTECTURE ·4 

)Zi .HT -5 / 

0 ECONOMICS· 9 

0 EDUCATION-10 

,. ~ f~nct!ans 

I:WHi:N HiSiO~iCAllY SIGNI FICANT: entrance gate 
C'J ~ ~E~TLY: entrance gate 
@.arch·i~ctural style{s): 

0 INOUSTRY·13 

0 INVENTION ·14 

~ Beaux Arts 
@landscape architect/ garden designer: 

0 LITERATUR E-17 

0 MILITARY-18 

0 MUSIC· 19 

0 SCIENCE· 23 0 URBAtl PLANNING·31 

0 SOCIAL/HUMAHITARIAH-24 0 OTHER (SPECIFY) 

0 PHILOSOPHY- 20 
0 SOCIAL /CULTURAl· 3D 
0 TRANSPORTATIOH·25 

~dates of in i tial construction: "'1894 
major alterat ions: 

historic events : 

ueller 
®artist: j@artisan: 

•oldest'O 

•only' 0 

Q.C:THNIC GROUP 
'e ASSOCIATION 

~engineer: 

__ -~~ ~~AMES give role & date 
~ PERSONH : (t) c:-tta.\INC( Joh>ftl.6\Jr- ,._ ~·\..& 0 f& ao~ or w~ GoM."" ·~s • o rJ'tfU - t>c~~&~ft.O k.oNIJt 10 M.M t'4.nu t1 ~. 

EYE !HS : 

INST ITUTIONAL: 

/ 
@NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP v Triumphal arch Hemorial Saee with rusticated limestone ground story, center rourid-arch-

~Ctdt;_ivao/.. with flanking stairs to balustraded terrace level, coupled columns,te ed roundels, roof stat-

uary, polygonal domed roof with ,,~~ea eagle finial. Rare example of unaltered Beaux-Art~:t~MI; designed by the noted firm 

of Brede and Mueller as entFanee gate to city's wate~orks park. 
v 
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