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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Erected in 1894, this Beaux Arts/Baroque style entrance
gate followed the prevailing taste of the day.

Hurlbut Memorial Gate is cut Bedford limestone with
a rusticated terrace twelve feet above grade. At grade level,
in the center of the structure is a massive iron gate for
pedestrians. At each side is a double iron gate for vehicles.
The two driveways originally converged into a single roadway.
(The roadway now runs to the right of the monument.)

The grade level of the gate is rusticated stone in a
renaissance style. Enclosed, single flight stairs terminate
on either side of the entrance, that open: to the terrace.

At the base of each stairway and on each side are grotto-
like shells with stone benches in front of them. Two large
metal lamps on the side pillars and small metal ones attached
to the monument are also in the renaissance style.

The terrace or loggia level, however, has strong Baroque
characteristics. The facade has two bays with a pair of Ionic
columns separating the rounded central arch and the lower,
rectangular, openings. Above these side openings are round
openings with decorative cut stone surrounding them. The
base of these columns, as well as the single columns on either
side hawvescupltured stone decoration and rest on a classical
pedestal.

The structure is in fair condition with some chipping
at the base and staining. Marble panels on the main facade,
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7. Description

The Hurlbut Memorial Gate has been nominated apart from Water Works
Park because the Park has been significantly altered from its original
layout.

All but a small section of the Park was closed to the public about the
time of World War II. The Water Works has been expanding within the park
since that time, cutting down trees, removing roads, and undermining the
land with manholes; markers identifying the valves. (The size of the park
has been diminished from its original size of 56 acres to approximately
3~acres.)

8. Significance
The well-proportioned Hurlbut Memorial Gate is architecturally

significant because it is an unusual example of unaltered Beaux-Arts
Classicism in Michigan.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hurlbut:GMemorial: Gate, at the main entrance of
Water Works Park,was commissioned by the Water Board to be
built in 1894, It was designed by Brede and Mueller,
architects. (Gustav Mueller (1864-1937), bown in Dresden,
Germany, was a student of Stanford White.) The contract
submitted by.Herman A. Brede and Gustav A. Mueller, architects
also included successful bidders for cut stone work, carpentry
masonkty, iron work, sheet metal work, carving, sculpture,
and painting and glazing. Chauncy Hurlbut (1803-1885) was
a dedicated member of the Board of Water Commissioners and
was a moving force in having the pumping station located
on Jefferson Avenue (then the Grosse Pointe Road). He
was elected by the Common Council in 1861 and served until
his death in 1885; he was president from 1868-85. There was
public opposition to moving the station so far out from the
center of Detroit. But the pumping station was servicing
the city in 1877, despite the opposition.,

Prior to moving to Detroit at age 15 he lived in New
York. In Detroit he entered a partnership of Dean and
Hurlbut, saddle and harness makers. Having prospered at
this trade, he went into the grocery business at 50 Woodward
Avenue.

He was a public spirited citizen including Volunteer
Fire Department foreman engineer and president, organizer
and director of the Detroit Board of Trade, establisher and
director of the Second National Bank in 1863, and Sewer
Commissioner.

At his death in 1885, Mr. Hurlbut left his estate in
trust to his wife and his valuable library to the Board
of Water Commissioners. 1In his will he bequeathed to the
Board the income of $200,000 to be devoted to "maintaining
and improving the grounds around the works. . . a portion
shall be used for the ordinary maintenance of the works, but
shall only be used 1n fencing, fountains, keeping the library
yoom in oxrder. . .« &

Hurlbut Park, familiarly known as Water Works Park was
second only to Belle Isle among the twenty-three parks in
Detroit in the hearts of the city residents, according to
the Detroit News-Tribune of July 16, 1905. The grounds were
(continued)




The Detroiter, June 15, 1925, Vol. 16, pt. 2
- Detroit Free Press, May 1, 1945.

- Detroit News, May 26, 1961, August 6, 1951, September 21, 1928.
Detroit News-Tribune, July 16, 1905.
De:gggt Water Works, Act of Incorporation, Regulations, History,
Clippings from newspapers at Burton Historical Collections
(papers undesignated)
"Copy of Chauncy Hurlbut's Will and the Proceedings taken by
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8. Significance (continued)

seeded and ornamented with two small lakes. People arrived

and departed by the trolley that passed the gate. The

crowds enjoyed the park for strolling, bicycling, sailing

small boats, buying fruit from a woman at the park.entrance, and
music.

9. Major Bibliographical References (continued)

the Board of Water Commissioners of Detroit in the naming of
Gladwin Park."

Farmer, Silas. - History of Detroit and Wayne County = New York:
S. Larner and Co., 1890, p. 62-72.

Hurlbut, Henry H. "Hurlbut Geneology", 1888.
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Hurlbut Memorial Gate
E. Jefferson (at Cadillac Blvd.)

Detroit, Michigan
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(517) 373-0510
MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION

ADMINISTRATION, PUBLICATIONS,
RESEARCH, AND HISTORIC SITES
208 N. Capitol Avenue
STATE ARCHIVES
January 8, 1975 3405 N. Logan Street
STATE MUSEUM
505 N. Washington Avenue

Mr. Ward Jandl

National Register, National Park Service
1100 L Street, N.W.

Department of the Interior

Washington, D. C. 20240

RE: Hurlbut Memorial Gate;
Detroit, Michigan; Wayne County
Dear Ward:
Attached is additional information on the architectural

significance of the Gate, and why the Gate is nominated
apart from the entire park.

The longitude should read 82° 58' 54".

Singerely yours,
caly f (IR
&/f\ubj \j‘{e CC'LQ L/\
Amy Hecker
Historic Preservation Coordinator
Michigan History Division
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