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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HiSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY- NOMINATION FORM 

(Ty pe all entries - complete a pplicable sec tions ) 

COMMON : 

AN OR HISTORIC : 

(Check One) 

t:J District ~ Building 
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Site 0 Structure 

0 Object 

Agricultural D 
0 ,Commercial D 
D Educational D 
D Entertainment D 

Government 

Industrial 

Military 

Museum 

OURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS , ETC : · 

ST_REET AND NUMBER: 

c;1 TV OR TOWN : 

Ionia 

URVEY RECORDS: 
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Publ ic Acquisition : 

0 In Process 

0 Being Considered 

Park 

Private Residence 

Religious 

Scientific 

Michigan 
C O UN TY: 

Ionia 

STATUS 

0 Occupied 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

~ Unoccupied 0 Restricted 
0 !,Jnrestricted 8 Preservation work 

in progress No 

0 Transportation ~Comments 
1?9 Other (Specify) 

next door and 
restoring the 
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CONDITION 
0 Excellent 

0 Altered 

0 Good ~ Fair 

(Ch eck One) 

Y Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteri oro ted 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved f§IC Original Site 

Fronted by a now sagging iron fence and presently unoccupied, 
the Blanchard house preserves nevertheless the palatial 
appearance attributed to it by a newspaper account of 1880, 
This impression is given by its massive size (about 47 feet 
across, 52 feet front to back) and by the still-rich pink 
and brown colors of its Ionia san'stone. In addition, details 
confirm the impression of grandeur: the spreading, oval stone 
front steps or the ornately carved, heavy front doors, double 
at the right end o-': the stone front porch, single at the left 
end, Striking in themselves, the doors are surrounded by 
baroque twisting wooden trim. 

A heavy foundation of smooth, squared sandstone, about four 
feet high, supports the structure and encases segmental cell 
'\vindmvs, A prominent, protruding sandstone lvatertable sets 
off the house from its foundation. Along the full height of 
the corners, plain sandstone quoins provide decoration. High 
windows are set upon plain sandstone sills and are topped by 
elaborate, semicircular sandstone window hoods , The interior 
'livindm.vs are pane less and appear tc be largely original, 
although eight-paneled storm windows are in place on the fran 
exterior. Folding blinds remain in place inside the house at 
almost all windows. One unusual feature is a glassed 
"pillbox" sun room on the house's right side near the back. 
Convoluted brown '\VOoden brackets surround the roof 1 ines of 
the front porch and the second story, The roof is the trunca 
hip type, made of slate, and is topped by a wrought iron 
balustrade, 

A small stream defines the right boundary of the lawn; the 
left yard is wooded, 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as A _ppropriate) 

Aboriginal 

0 Prehistoric 

0 Historic 

0 Agriculture 

Dlf Architecture 

0 Art 

0 Commerce 

0 Communications 

0 Conservation 

TATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE 

0 Education 

0 Engineering 

0 Industry 

0 Invention 

0 landscape 

Architecture 

0 Literature 

0 Military 

O Music 

0 18th Century 

IX] 19th Cen fury 

0 Political 

0 Religion/ Phi -

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socia 1/Human-

itarian 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

John c. Blanchard's experiences in nineteenth-century 
Michigan illustrate the openness of opportunities available 
to a 'tvork-commi tted man in an expanding frontier society. 
Born in 1.822 in Ne\v York state, Blanchard at fourteen left 
school, worked in a mill long enough to buy passage to the 
'.Vest, and then set out promptly and unceremoniously from 
home. A month's work on a farm at Detroit brought sufficie 
funds to move on, seasonal work being secured on the \vay to 
Shia"tvass~e County, where from the fall of 1836 to the spr 
of 1837 Blanchard lived with an Indian family and saved his 
migrant worker's wages. One son of the Indian family 'tvas 
called Pe'tvamo, and for him Blanchard later named the sti 11 
extant village in Ionia County. Perceiving the value of 
land at a time of pioneer influx, Blanchard started on foot 
for the ne'\v land office at Ionia, sixty miles a'\vay, where 
he invested almost the whole of his savings in forty acres. 
Returning through unsettled tracts to Shiawassee County, 
Blanchard remained there one additional year before accepti 
work at Lyons in Ionia County, first as a farm laborer and 
then as a retail clerk. At the beginning of 1840, having 
determined on a more promising career, he entered a law 
office as an apprentice, and after passing an examination 
in 1842 was admitted to practice . 

In 1850, having been elected prosecuting attorney at Ionia, 
Blanchard moved to the tmvn, where he also became a partner 
in an established law firm. He '\vas re-elected prosecutor 
in 1852, and then in 1856, being a Democrat, was appointed 
by President Buchanan, Registrar of the Ionia land office, 
a position he held for four years. 

From 1870 to 1872 Blanchard served as President of Ionia 
Township, which '\vas in 1873 incorporated as a city. In 1872 
he ran unsuccessfully as a Democrat for Lieutenant Governor 
and afterwards engaged mainly in the private concerns of 
law practice, farming and development of the Ionia stone 
quarry. By 1891 Blanchard 's land holdings spanned some 
twenty-four hundred acres. At the time of his death on 
March 12, 1905, he 'tvas admired as a local philanthropist 
and had served as a trustee of Albion College, 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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(Number all entries) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

8 , Significance (John C. Blanchard house) 

STA T E 

Michi an 
COUNTY 

Ionia 

ENTRY NUMBER 

J 

Ionia newspapers place the building of Blanchard's large, 
sandstone-faced Italianate residence between the years~79 and 
1881, On November 21, 1879 the Ionia Sentinel reported: 
' hn C, Blanchard is making arrangements to build a brick 
veneered residence on his lot on Hain Street, The material is 
now being prepared, and the work of construction will begin 
early in the spring, the old house being moved to the back part 
of the lot, This will be one of the most commodious of the 
many elegant d1vellings in the city," By December 2, 1880 the 
Ionia Standard could relate that "J,C. Blanchard's new and 
palatial residence is to be heated with steam," Finally, the 
Sentinel, following the custom of publicizing both public and 
private improvements to the city, noted that "J.C. Blanchard 
has hired Charles Brood to grade the landscape around his new 
house," 

The house is clearly one of the largest and certainly the 
most imposing in the town, as well as one of the "purest" of 
the local Italianate group. Its Ionia sandstone exterior has 
been polished and displays today much of the richness of pink, 
red and brmvn hue that it must have reflected almost a century 
ago. The house belongs to an active period of residential 
construction in Ionia between about 1870 and 1885, the period 
immediately following upon Ionia's arrival as a thriving small 
city built on the energies of its set~lers of the 1830 ' s and 
1840's. 

A letter from the present owner of the house states that the 
building cost in 1879-81 was $40,000, despite the fact that 
the sandstone was procured from the quarry in which Blanchard 
held an interest. 
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PLEASE RETURN THIS 
NAME OF PROPERTY 

DATE: 

The attached Nat ional Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your 
office for clarification of the information indicated below. 

1. Name . 

2. L.ocation. ---

3. Classification. 

4. Owner of Property. 

5. Location of Legal Description. 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys. 

7. Description. 

_____ 8. Statement of Significance. 

__ 9. Bibliography. 

_____ 10. Geographical Data. 
a. Longitude and Latitude Coordinates. Lonqitude (or Latit ude ) appears 

t o he off h y ahout PleD.se chec!: . 
b. Acreage. 

____ 11. Form Prepared By. 

____ 12. Certification. 

____ Photographic Coverage. 

z / 

Clarification or correction of the above items must be made prior to the initiation 
of our profess iona l review. Correction of these technical errors does not 
necessarily insure that the nomination will then satisfy the National Re gister 
criteria in full. 

Thank you for your attention to the above items checked. X ~ 
SIGNED: VI 
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Form 10-301 
(July 1968) 

1. NAME 

., 

UNITED STATES DEPAR TMENT OF THE INT ERI OR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

NUMERIC CO~ (Aulgned by NPS) 

( 
COMMON ANDI OR HISTORIC 

John C. Blanchard Bouse John C. Blanchard House 

2. LOCATION 
STATE COUNTY 

}1ichigan Ionia 
STREET AND NUMBER 

253 East J.':Iain Street 
3. MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE !DATE 

Michigan Dept. of Bi ght-rays I May 1968 
REQUIREMENTS: PRO.P£ RTY BOUNDARIES , WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH ARROW , 9 . . 

7~-~ tVV1'v<~~ 
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j/loT£ 

TOWN 

Ionia 

SCALE 

1 inch 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered JUl 2 41974 

Name 

Also Notified 

Hon. Philip A. Hart 
•· ert • Crtffin 

HoG. 114hal'4 Vaader Veen 
Regional Director, Midwest Region 

MMott/row 7/25/74 

Location 

tOld a 
tOAia County 

State Rl•torlc .. ervatton Officer 
Mr.. S..U.l Mtlateta 
DeputJ Director, &eereatiou 
Dept. of Natural ~Moue• 
MuOQ ldg. 
Laa.i • Michigan 48926 





' 
OM[) 1\ppruv;, l tl o. ?9- riO? l' ------- ------------ -----·- · 
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15 000 
. 

D. APPLICANT b. PROJ ECT 
A.-lncre2S'J OoUers F-Other (3pedfy): 

1. FEDERAL $ .00 8-C6>:rc.zsc [)oilers 
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b. A?Pll CMIT .00 D- Oocrcase Dur~ticn -

16. PROJECT START 17. PR0JECT 
E-Co~cc!l<ti on 

c. STATE ~ DATE Year "";,nih d4y DURATION E1ttu a_ppro· nTl 
d. LOCAL .co 19 See i 34 36 Montl1.n prialo letter(•) ___ 

e. OHlER .co 18. ESTIMATED DATE TO Y ecr month dau 1g, -EX ISTI NG FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 
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Dept. of Interior, Washington, D. c. 20240 -D Yes [X No 

E 
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