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CONDITION

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
(

The Hudson Downtown Historic District.is comprised of thg
commercial architecture standing along the north and south sideg
of West Main Street in the two-and-one-half blocks extending
from Howard Street at the west to the west side of Market Street
at the east. The district includes buildings on the east and
west sides of Church Street,/ which intersects West Main Street.
at about midpoint in the districts south of West Main Street,
it extends to Seward Street; and north of West Main Street, it
extends to Railroad Street, including those structures on the
east side of Church Street.

T

Main Street lies approximately parallel to the Lake Shore

and Michigan Southern Railroad, one block south, and runs per-
pendicular to the Tiffin River (Bean Creek). The commercial
district sprang up to the west of the water supply, a source of
power on which two sawmills were established in the 1830s.

Of the fifty structures included in the district, the
majority are architecturally significant, representing the kind
of street architecture that occured in the nineteenth century
in small midwestern towns. Intersperged among the early build-
ings are six newer structures: one gas station, two banks,-the
municipal building, and two storefronts. Typical of groups of
commercial architecture, the buildings in Hudson reflect the
town's growth.

The earliest building in the district, the J.K. Boise and
Company Dry Goods Store (the Corner Store), was built in_1854-
1855 on the southeast corner of West Main and Church streets.”
The Thompson Bank Building at West Main and Howard streets is
being constructed presently. However, those structures built
during the forty year period, 1854 to 1891, provide the thrust
for this district.

Most are commercial buildings designed to house business+
es and offices. These two and three story structures were builf
either as single stores or as business blocks, housing one largg
company or several smaller businesses. The four small stores
at 212, 210, 208, and 206 West Main are noteworthy examples of
theformer; the Arcade Block, the J. K. Boise and Company Block,
and Bleek at 304 West Main Street are examples of the latter.
On South Church Street the Hill Piston Service Incorporated,
formerly H. Kellogg, was constructed as a livery; and the struc;
ture to the immediate south was built for a small manufacturing
business, first the Eugene Dow Barrel Manufactory, later Loyster

and Sons Creamery.

= ¢ s

Brick structure predominate, although a few framg puild—

ings stand on Church Street. The 1869 Hudson City Directory

list a brick and tile manufacturing company, where Joseph
McKenzie employed a patented brick machine. No doubt this

(cont'd)
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Hudson Downtown Historic District

ADDENDUM

7.2Description (Boundaries)

Delete paragraph one; insert the following paragraph.

The Hudson Downtown Historic District, the commercial
center of Hudson, is oriented along West Main Street

and is bounded as follows: beginning at the New York
Central Railroad track at the point where an extension of
Howardd Street would intersect the tracks, thence easterly
and southeasterly along the New York Central Railroad
track to Market Street, thence southerly along Market
Street to its intersection with Seward Street, thence
westerly along Seward Street to its intersection with
Howard Street, thence northerly along Howard Street

and the line of this street's extemsion to the point of
beginning.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Having been settled in 1834 by people from New York State
d New England, the plat of the village of Hudson, on the Bean
Creek or Tiffin River, was recorded 13 February71843; The ' vill-
age is located in the township of the same name, sixteen miles
west of Adrian. First called Bean Creek, and renamed Lanesville
in 1836, the town finally assumed the name also given to the
township after Dr. Daniel Hudson .of Geneva, New York, one of the

first landowners in the town. Hudson organized as a village in
1853.

\

Hudson became a trading center, its street architecture
serving an agricultural community. Several manufacturing con-~
cerns were established here as the South Shore and Michigan
Southern Railroad was located through Hudson.

In the 1840s merchants opened establishments shortly after
the Internal Improvement Act of January 1837, when it was deter-
mined that Lanesville would be on the route of the railroad
which would span the state from Monroe to New Buffalo. Several

buildings in the business district represent the establishments
bf these earliest merchants.

The J. K. Boise Dry Goods Company (Hudson Dry Goods) at
the southeast corner of West Main and Church streets was built
in 1854-1855 to house the expanded general dry goods business
first established in 1840 by C. H. and M. H. Boise in a frame,
bne-story building. It is the oldest storefront in Hudson.
The Arcade Block was erected after the mercantile business es-

tablished by Joseph M. Johnson, who came to Hudson from Wayne in| /
1843, had prospered.

As early as 1l February 1859, the Hudson Gazette reports
that business is brisk..."our streets have daily teemed with

teams and people and we judge there has been considerable trad-
ing done."

(cont'd)
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Hudson's earliest street architecture was destroyed by
fires. 1In 1858 the most devastating fire obliterated all
buildings on the north side of West Main Street and in 1864,
another fire burned many buildings on the south side of West
Main Street. The early wooden structures were replaced by the
brick stores that stand today on West Main Street, comprising
the Hudson Downtown Historic District.

The Hudson Gazette for 6 April 1867 gives a brief sketch
of the various establishments of the town's mercantile firms:
"6 dry goods, 2 wholesale establishments, 4 druggists, 7 boots
and shoes, 2 hardwares, furniture stores, groceries, hotels,
livery businesses, barber shops, insurance, sewing machines,
telegraphs, post office, professionals." Seven years later
the Combination Atlas Map of Lenawee County, 1874, refers to
it as a "wide awake enterprising place...the trade being large
in proportion ot its population."

A concern for the appearance of the town is expressed as
early as 1859 in the Hudson Gazette for October 28. "The last
and most essential improvement 1s the grading of Main Street..
the side walk has also been graded to correspond to the height
of the road. We shall soon have a continuous plank walk from
the residence of S. A. Eaton at the end of Main Street to High
Street on the east side of the creek." Later, in 1882, an
ordinance was passed to guarantee the planting of shade trees.

These maples, now a century old, grace the residential streets
of Hudson. :

Again, in 1891, a building boom is reported in the Hudson

Gazette for 25 September. "It is perceptible to the unassiste
visitor that this promising town is expanding. There is hard-
ly a portion of the village that is not adding to its collec-
tion of buildings. Carpenters, masons, and day laborers are
all busy on the various contracts." This same article noted
the double B.J. Steger and N.J.-Holmes stores, with their
handsome iron fronts)'l..’*r an excellent showing for our thrifty
town."

The sheet metal fronts on the Steger-Holmes Building and
the Masonic Temple resemble those described in Sheet Metal
Fronts for Buildings and other articles appearing in the trade
journals in the 1890s.

d
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Statement of Significance

Cumming s and Miller s pattern book, Architecture, Design

ul

the model for the architectural details on at least two of Hud-
son's business blocks. The cornice of the Arcade Block is dir—
ectly inspired by this source, Plate 4, figure 4, showing,'
cornice having a frieze formed of 1ntersect1ng arches, termlnat—
ing on corbels; under the arches are panels and above them are
corbelled projections." Again the brick cornice on the block at
300 West Main Street is borrowed from the same source, Plate 4,
figure 2, displaying,"a cornice having corbel arches at the
bottom, projecting 4 inches from the wall. The frieze has re-
cesses 8 inches deep. The balustrade is pierced with square
panels."

Individually, much of Hudson's street architecture is
significant, for it represents the nineteenth century street
architecture that occured in midwestern America's small rural
towns. Taken as a district, the impact of these buildings in-
creases enormously. Situated in a fine agricultural region,
Hudson is the business center for an early Michigan community
that also contains many excellent examples of residential arch-
itecture. S\ 18 T
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
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PELG &

[T NAME e

S— Hudson Downtown Historic District

AND/OR HISTORIC:
[2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUM BER:

see description
ciTy or Town: Hudson
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
Michigan 26 Lenawee 091

[3. MAP REFERENCE ‘ :

SOURCE: UsGs

Q‘F("E\“J‘- v
scaLE: 1:24000 _
DATE: 1962

[4. REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

W U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973-729-148/1441 3-|







MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE

RICHARD H. AUSTIN SECRETARY OF STATE el LAy _

MICHIGAN 48918
MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION
ADMINISTRATION, PUBLICATIONS,
RESEARCH, AND HISTORIC SITES
208 N. Capitol Avenue
STATE ARCHIVES
3405 N. Logan Street
STATE MUSEUM
505 N. Washington Avenue

December 3, 1974 ngCUNEp

Dr. William T. Murtagh 4 ,

Keeper of the National Register yev B 1

Room 3209 \uc“ﬁa /

1100 L Street \1'* {:\‘\“fs‘\"'

Washington, DC 20005 '

MH-69 u@n

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

The National Register Inventory-Nomination form for the
Hudson Downtown Historic District, herein enclosed, is
being returned to your office with the following
clarifications: an addendum describing the boundaries;

a sketch map and map form clarifying the boundaries; two
streetscape photographs of the northwest side of West Main
Street and of Church Street.

Very truly yours,

rd
g /7 A
]

£
WAy g - L

o~

Kathryn B. Eckert
Historic Preservation Coordinator
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