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CONDITION 
0 Exce ll e nt li,i Good 0 Fair 

(Ch eck One) 

[X Alte red 0 Una ltere d 

(Ch eck One) 

0 De teriorated 

I 
DESCR I BE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( if know n) P H Y SICAL AP P EARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

( Check On e) 

0 Moved 0 Original Site 

. ~ ~ I T 
The Hudson Downtown Historic District -.i-s- gpmpri--sed- of thE 

commercial _ architect~re standing along the north and south side~ 
of West Ma1n Street 1n the two-and-one-half blocks extending 
from Howard Street at the west to the west side of Market Stree 
at the east. The district includes buildings on the east and 
west sides . of ~hur~h Stree~ f-w~ich I ntersects West Main Street . 
~t about m1dpo1nt 1n the d1~r1ctJ south of West Main Street, 
1t extends to Seward Street; and north of West Main Street, it 
extends to Railroad Street, including those structures on the 
east side of Church Street. · 

J Main ,street lies\ at'.P_roximately parallel to the Lake Shore 
and .M.ichi,gan .Southern Raillroad, one block south, and runs per­
pend~cular to the Tiffin River (Bean Creek). The commercial 
district sprang up to the west of the· water supply, a source of 
power on which two sawmills were established in the 1830s ~ 
/ 

Of the fifty structures included in the district, the 
majority are architecturally significant, representing the kind 
of street architecture that occured in the nineteenth century 
in small midwestern towns. Intersper ed among the early build­
ings are six newer structures: one gas station, two banks , ~ · the 
municipal building, and two storefronts. Typical of groups of 
commercial architecture, the buildings in Hudson reflect the 
town 1 s growth. · 

The earlie.st building in the district, the J .K. Boise an< 
Company Dry Goods Store (the Corner Store), was built i . 1854-
1855 on the southeast corner of West Main and Church streets. 

l The Thompson Bank Building at West Main and Howard streets is 
' being constructed presently. However, those structures built 
during the forty year period, 1854 to ~891~ provide the thrust 
for this district. 

Most are commercial bui.l d ings designed to J~.ouse bus ihness·~ 
es and offices. These two and three story structures were buil 
either as single stores or as business blocks, housing one largE~ 
company or several smaller businesses. The four small stores 
at 212, 210, 208, and 206 West Main are noteworthy examples of 
theformer; the Arcade Block, the J. K. Boise and Company Block, 
and ~~~ at 304 West Main Street are examples of the latter. 
On So~th Church Street the Hill Piston Service Incorporated, 
formerly H. Kellogg, was constructed as a livery; and the st:n c 
ture to the immediate south was built for a small manufactur1ng 
business, first the Eugene Dow Barrel Manufactory, later Loyste 
and Sons Creamery. 

Brick structure predominate, although a few frame build­
ings stand on Church Street. The 1869 Hudso·n· City Dir·e ·ctory 
list a brick and tile manufacturing company, wher~Joseph 
McKenzie employed a patented brick machine. No doubt this 
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Physical Description 1 , (1) 

STATE 

Michi an 
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Lenawee 

company supplied the building material for Hudson's downtown bui d~ 
ings. Local masons cleverly ornamented the structures by creat­
ing highly individualized facades---for example, in the Phillips 
Drug Block, the round-arch motif is repeated above the windows; 
in the Arcade Block, a series of intersecting arches is topped 
by a strin course that articulates a frieze. The windows of sev­
eral fronts are enhanced by decorative brickwork. In some ex~ 
amples, a bracketed cornice surmonts the brick frieze (C.F. Smit 
Store), and two brick structures, the Masonic Temple and the B.F 
Steger-H. L. Holmes Building, have fronts of galvanized iron. 

~from common s_toc~ w~re seated on _the rectangu~ar-shape 
brick stores. These were ordered trough catalogs and represent ­
ed the beginnings of prefabrication: cornices, window caps and 
sills, interior fittings, cast iron thresholds, columns. Many 
remain in place today. Cast iron posts and lintels, and a thres -
old were applied to the Kelly Building (sa 1870s), 212 West 
Main Street ~ a brick structure with end piers of rustic blocks ~ 
having cha~red joints. In this case ~ supplier's name, Russell 
Thayer, Toledo, Ohio is cast in the iron threshold. . 

Conspicuous in the upper stories of Hudson's street archi­
tecture is the round-arched fenestration. Many of the windows 
are ornamented with a rich variety of caps and sills. Eight~ 
light sashed windows, with circular architraves, embellish the 
three story block at 304 West Main Street, resulting in the mo~: 
intricate windows on the street. 

Today alterations exist at the ground level in many of 
Hudson's storefronts, but enough fragm~ and intact examples 
remain to tell the story of the street architecture in this 
small agricultural and manufacturing community. 

GPO 921-724 
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(Number all entries) 

HudBon Downtown Historic District 

ADDENDUM 

?. 4Description (Boundaries) 

Delete paragraph one; insert the following paragraph. 

The Hudson Downtown Historic District, the commercial 
center of Hudson, is oriented along West Main Street 
and is bounded as follows: beginning at the New York 
Central Railroad track at the point where an extension of 
Howa:mid Street would intersect the tracks, thence easterly 
and southeasterly along the New York Centra~ Railroad 
track to Market Street, thence southerly along Market 
Street to its intersection with Seward Street, thence 
westerly along Seward Street to its intersection with 
Howard Street, ' thence northe:fly .along Howard Street 
and the line of this street's extension to the point of 
beginning. 
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0 Conservation 0 Music 
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0 
0 

0 
0 
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0 
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0 18th Century 

[X 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/ Phi-

lasophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia 1/ Human-

itorion 

Theoter 

Transportation 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

Having been settled in 1 .834 by pe'ople from · New · York State 
New England, the plat of the. village of ' Hudson, on ' the Bean 
ek or Tiffin River, was recorded . l3 February 

7
1843. ' The · vill­

is located in the township of the s~e name_,- sixteen miles 
st of Adrian. First called Bean Creek, and renamed Lanesvil 

n 1836, the town finally assumed the name also given to the 
ship after Dr. Daniel Hudson .of Geneva, New York, one of 

irst landowners in the town. Hudson organized as a village in 
853. . 

Hudson became a trading center, its street architecture 
erving an agricultural community. Several manufacturing con- ' ' 

rns were established here as the South Shore and Michigan 
outhern Railroad was located through Hudson. · 

In the 1840s merchants opened establishments shortly aft 
e Internal Improvement Act of January 1837, when it was deter­

d that Lanesville would be on the route of the railroad 
ich would span the state from Monroe to New Buffalo. Several 
'ldings in the business district represent the establishments 

f these earliest merchants. 

The J. K. Boise Dry Goods Company (Hudson Dry Goods} at 
southeast corner of West Main and Church streets was built 

1854-1855 to house the expanded general dry goods business 
irst established in 1840 by c. H. · and M. H. Boise in a frame, 

story building. · It is the oldest storefront in Hudson. 
Arcade Block was erected after the mercantile business es­

ablished by Joseph M. Johnson, who came to Hudson from Wayne 
843, had prospered. 

As early as 11 February 1859, the· Hudson Gazette reports 
business is brisk ••• "our streets have daily teemed with 

ams and people and we judge there has been considerable trad-
ng done." · 

(cc;:mt'd} 



Hudson Gazette October 28, 1859 

Whitney, W. A. and Bonner, R. I • His:t ·o·ry ·and Hiog·r :aphi·c·a'l' Re·c·o·rd 
of Lenawee County, MI. Adrian: W. Stearns & Co. 1879. 

Blois, John T. 
Detroit 

Ga:z·ette:er o·f · 'the st·ate· of Michigan 
Sydney L. Rood & Co. 1838 

STATE : 

STATE: 

STATE : 

NAME AND TITLE: 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Hi~toric Preservation Act of 19?6 {Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the• National Register and certify that it has been 

P.valuated . accord in~!; to the c-ite ria and proceciJ res set 

forth by the National Park Servtce . The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National D State :tJ Local 0 

State Historic Preservation 
Title 

------------~OTrfTf,±~c~e~r----------

Date May 31, 1974 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Director, Oflice of oA.rcheoloQy and Historic Preservation 
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Hudson's earliest street architecture was destroyed by 
fires. In 1858 the most devastating fire obliterated all 
buildings on the north side of West Main Street and in 1864, 
another fire burned many buildings on the south side of West 
Main Street. The early wooden structures were replaced by the 
brick stores that stand today on West Main Street, comprising 
the Hudson Downtown Historic District. 

The Hudson Gazette for 6 April 1867 gives a brief sketch 
of the various establishments of the town's mercantile firms: 
"6 dry goods, 2 wholesale establishments, 4 druggists, 7 boots 
and shoes, 2 hardwares, furniture stores, groceries, hotels, 
livery businesses, barber shops, insurance, sewing machines, 
telegraphs, post office, professionals." Seven years later 
the Combination Atlas Map of Lenawee County, 1874, refers to 
it as a "wide awake enterprising place ••• the trade being large 
ln proportion gt its population." 

A concern for the appearance of the town is expressed as 
early as 1859 in the ·Hudson Gazette for October 28. · "The last 
and most essential improvement lS the grading of Main Street •• 
the side walk has also been graded to correspond to the height 
of the road. We shall soon have a continuous plank walk from 
the residence of • Eaton at the end of Main Street to High 
Street on the east side o the creek." Later, in 1882, an 
ordinance was passed to guarantee the planting of shade trees. 
These maples, now a century old, grace the residential streets 
of Hudson. 

Again, in 1891, a building boom is reported in the Huds 
Gazette for 25 September. "It is perceptible to the unasslst 
VlSltor that this promising town is expanding. There is hard­
ly a portion of the village that is not adding to its collec­
tion of buildings. Carpenters, masons, and day laborers are 
all busy on the various contracts." This same articl~ ~oted 
the double B.J. Steger and • Ho~mes stores, with their 
handsome iron fronts/~ . :--- an excellent showing for our thrift 
town." 

The sheet metal fronts on the Steger-Holmes Building an 
the Masonic Temple resemble those described in Sheet Metal 
Fronts for Buildings and other articles appearing in the trad 
journals ln the 1890s. 

GP 0 921-724 
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Cumming's and Miller's pattern book, Architecture, Desi n 
for Street Fronts, ' Suburban Houses and Cottages, etc., supp 1e 
the model for the architectural details on at least two of Hud­
son's business blocks. The cornice of the Arcade Block is dir­
ectly inspired by this source, Plate 4, figure 4, showingJ "a 
cornice having a frieze formed of intersecting arches, terminat­
ing on corbels; under the arches are panels and above them are 
corbelled projections." Again the brick cornice on the block at 
300 West Main Street is borrowed from the same source, Plate 4, 
figure 2, displayin~ a cornice having corbel arches at the 
bottom, projecting 4 inches from the wall. The frieze has re­
cesses 8 inches deep. The balustrade is pierced with square 
panels .• " 

Individually, much of Hudson's street architecture is 
significant, for it represents the nineteenth century street 
architecture that occured in midwestern America's small rural 
towns. Taken as a district, the impact of these buildings in­
creases enormously. Situated in a fine agricultural region, 
Hudson is the business center for an early Michigan community 
that also contains many excellent examples of residential arch-
itecture. ~~ I 1(;,-;·' 

\ -~' 
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LENA DALE 
RECREATION 

6 FINE MODERN ALLEYS 

WITH SEMI-AUTOMATIC 

PIN-SETTING 

OPEN AND 
TEAM 

BOWLING "Pete" Spadafora 

' l 

HUDS 10N REALTY 00. 
REAL ESTATE & INSURANCE 

206 W. Main St., Hudson 
Phone Hillcrest 8-4721 

J. B. HAZEN, Broker 
Phone Hillcrest 8-5612 

DICK HAZEN, Salesman 
Phone mncrest 8-6531 

KREISELMEIER 
FORD SALES 

118 So. MERIDIAN m 8-2071 

U.S. 127 NEAR M-34 

PORTER LUMBER ·CO. 
LUMBER - COAL 

BUILDING SUPPLmS 

MORENCI HUDSON 
MICHIGAN 

FAYETTE 
OHIO 

PHONE HI 8-4666 

105 N. Church 

HELPING 

HUDSON 

GROW 

JOHNSON 
DEVELOPMENT CO. 

CI'IIY GOVERNMENT FIRE PROTECTION POLICE PROTECTION r--------------------~~::::::::::::::::::~1' I I • I 
SERVING HUDSON AND HUDSON AREA 

FOR OVER 12 YEARS 

EADY'S BAKERY 

OFFERING 

FINE QUALITY BAKED GOODS 
BAKED FRESH DAILY IN OUR 

OWN BAKING PLANT. 

Hudson operates on the Mayor­
Council plan with the Mayor, 
Councilmen, City Clfrk, City 
Treasurer and Assessor elected 
to a 2-year term. Elections are 
held in April of the odd number 
years. The city is divided into 3 
precincts or wards, each ward 
having t w o representatives in 
Council. . 

Fire Chief . ... Louis F. Murdock 
Ass't. Fire Chief, Wesley E. Camp 
Overseer of Poor . . Earl Eberly 
Supt. of Public Works 

. . . . . . . . . . . Dwight G. Gallant 
Supt. of Water Works 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . Fred W. Sievers 
-ALDERMEN-

First Ward: Norman W. Roberts 
Ora B. Kelly 

Second Ward: Leo A. Meredith 
Clifford E. Howlett 

Third Ward: James G. Baker 
James D. Findlay 

- CEMETERY BOARD -
Lawrence Goodsell 

Blanche Wenig 

With numerous hydrants, ty~ extinguishers. A Ford 
ample hose and an inexhaust- V8 tank W!!gon with 1250 gal. 
able supply of water, coupled tank, 500 gal. pump, 2500 ft. 
with a fast acting, efficient hose, C0-2 extinguisher and 
volunteer department, Hudson small hand type extinguishers. 
fire protection is unequaled A GMC truck with 450 gal. 
anywhere. Loss by fire for the pump, plus the above men-
entire year 1954 totalled less tioned equipment, plus 2-35 
than $500. foot extension ladders. Each 

The department consists of a of the 2 trucks above also car-
Chief, ass't. chief and 13 vol- ries 35 or 45 ft. ladders. 
unteer firemen. A buzzer sys- The department also oper-
tem, installed in the home of ates a Rescue Truck equipped 
each fire fighter, is connected with portable lighting system, 
to the signal siren, and simul- 4 salvage covers, 2 tank-type 
taneously calls each man with smoke masks, 2 canister-type 
the sound of the siren. This smoke masks, a C0-2 fire ex-
department has a record of tinguisher and a combination 
ha',.7ing put a truck in the street aspirator, inhalator and re-
in just under 3 minutes, in suscitator. A smoke ejector is 

Crime i s practically un­
known in Hudson and juvenile 
delinquincy a rarity. The 3 
man police force is courteous, 
efficient and friendly and 
consists of the Chief and 2 
patrolmen. There is also a re­
lief officer and in an emer­
gency members of the fire de,­
partment are incorporated in­
to the police to augment its 
force. The regular police pa­
trol the city and maintain a 
door to door check in the 
business section, nightly. 

The department operates 2 
radio equipped police cars and 

are in instant contact with the 
State Police and Sheriff's de­
partment. Hudson police work 
closely with school safety pro­
grams. 

Average age of officers in 
the department is a little over 
the 40 year mark and an aver­
age of 11 years of police work 
per man. All officers have 
had police experience before 
joining the Hudson force. The 
city clerk assists in the office 
of the police department which 
is located in the City Offices, 
in the center of the business 
section. 

Hotpoint - Bendix 
Appliances 

• Builders Hdwe. 
Garden Implements 
Plumbing Supplies 
Bathroom Fixtures 

Linoleum - Glass 
BPS Paint and 
Varnishes 

DeMERITT HOWE. DO. 
204 W. Main 
m s-4121 

A special Charter Commission 
has been engaged in ~ study of 
the city charter with tqe view of 
changing to the City-Manager 
type of city administration. Re­
commendations of the special 
commission have been published 
and the matter will be decided 
at a special election, for the pur­
pose. to be held in January 1956. 

The present City Council is 
progressl.ve and deeply interested 
in developing the city's indus­
trial status. The Council will 
work very closely with any com­
mittee, representing a stable 
business, with the view of locat­
ing in Hudson. 

Clyde Donaldson 
Oscar C. Swanson, Sexton 

the middle of the night. also part of the equipment. 
The equipment is adequate The department furnishes AIR FACILITIES 

HILLCREST HOME BUILDERS 
HUDSON, MICH. 

U. S. Steel Homes 
R. SMITH, Manager 

Business Phone Hillcrest 8-2421 
Residence Phone Hillcrest 8-5597 

- CITY OFFICERS -
Mayor . . . . . Robert E. Onweller 
Mayor Pro Tern, Leo A. Meredith 
Deputy Clerk 

..... .. .. Wayna L. Hutchings 
City Treasurer . . . C. E. Sturges 
Supervisor . . . . . George Calkins 
City Attorney .. John C. Timms 
Health Officers 

. . . . . Dr. Lowell E. Blanchard 
Marshall . . . . . . . . . . . A. R. Kerr 
Policemen . . . . . . . . Guy McGill 

Richard Murray 

THORN MEMORIAL 
HOSPITAL BOARD 

Helen M. Keip Wayne Throne 
Edward N. Lawrence 

Nina Jones, Superintendent 

- PARK COMMISSION -
Clifford E. Redding 

Richard A. Frownfelter 
Fred G. Stiverson, Jr. 

LffiRARY BOARD -
B. J . Foster L. G. Brennan 

Dr. F. J. McCue 
Wm. G. Thompson 

Mrs. Arthur Freeborn 
Florence Hall, Librarian 

- JUSTICE OF THE PEACE -
Milford Aldrich - 510 W. Main 

PARKS and RECREATIONS WATER 
Two fine Parks, totalling 

some 7 acres plus Thompson 
Athletic Field, give Hudson a 
total of about 19% acres of 
park and recreation area. 

Recreational p r o g r a m s, 
sponsored jointly by City of­
ficials and the School Board, 
are a big part of spring and 
summer activities for the 
young folks. These programs 
are under the direction of the 
High School Athletic Direc­
tor. Under this program we 
have softball and baseball, and 
other supervised activities to 
keep our children healthy and 
vigorous. 

Hudson is in the heart of 
fine hunting, fishing and vaca­
tion land. A few short miles to 
the north are Devil's and 

Round Lakes and just beyond 
lie the hills and valleys of 
famous Irish Hills, rich in 
historic lore and scenery. 
Boating, swimming, skating, 
and all the other summer 
sports are abundant. 

Fall, in the Hudson area, is 
another of Michigan's out­
standing sights. With so many 
small wooded plots surround­
ing the city, the change of 
nature's summer green to the 
riotious colors of fall is beau­
tiful beyond compare. Cool, 
crisp fall days are ideal for 
small game hunting. Ice fish­
ing is a popular sport thru the 
winter. Automobile tours for 
the week-end will be an in­
structive and enjoyable ex­
perience. 

HOSPITAL 
for many years prior to that 
time, associated with the hos­
pital in various capacities. 

_. Hudson's water supply is de­
rived from 4 deep (80 ft.) wells 
with 2 additional wells of the 
same depth in reserve. Pumping 
facilities at present are more 
than adequate for a much larger 
community and consist of the fol­
lowing: 3 Peerless Electric Lift 
Pumps and an Allis-Chalmers 
Centifrugal Pump equipped with 
25 h.p. electric motor. Maximum 
daily demand at present is about 
300,000 gallons, about 2/3rds of 
the capacity of one pump. Max­
imum pumpage with all present 
equipment would total 2,500,000 
gallons. Reservoir level is main­
tained by drawing on each well 
in rotation. Water analysis is as 
follows: 

per gal. 
total hardness as CaC03 18.9 
calcium hardness as CaC03 11.3 
magnesium hardness 

M CaC03 7~ 

Phenalphthalein Alk. 
as CoC03 0.0 

for a community two or three protection to the surrounding 
times the city's present size area. Average age of all mem-
and consists of. a 1949 Ford bers is 35 years with average 
F7 type truck With an 800 gal. years of fire fighting exper-
tank, 500 gal. pu..>np, 2.500 ft. ience being 6. Future plans 
of hose, a C0-2 type fire ex- call for radio communication 
tinguisher and several small between trucks and station. 

COMMUNICATIONS 
With the completion of present 

plans, Hudson, thru the services 
of the Union Telephone Com­
pany, will be one of the first 
small towns to have 'direct-dial' 
telephone service. 'Direct-dial' 
means that the local operator can 
dial the number direct to cities 
utilizing this type of modern tele­
phone service, without going thru 
other exchanges. 

T h e Union Telephone Co., 
operates over 80,000 phones in 

Total Alkaline (MO) 
as CaC03 17.5 

Free Carbon Dioxide 
as CaC03 0.2 

Chloride as NaCI 2.4 
Sulfate as Na2S04 4.0 
Silica as SI02 1.1 
Iron as Fe in parts 

per million 1.4 

eight districts in Michigan. The 
company also owns and operates 
an extensive network of long 
distance lines which connect with 
those of the Michigan Bell sys­
tem and other independent tele­
phone companies. 

The Western Union Telegraph 
Company operates services in 
Hudson and its facilities are 
available, to all parts of the 
worl<i. 

Local air facilities are available 
at Adrian or Hillsdale airports; 
while commercial air services 
are within 48 miles, at Willow 
Run, near Detroit; Toledo, Ohio, 
55 miles East; and Jackson, Mich., 
35 miles North. 

Local air service at Adrian 
consists of 3-3400 foot runways, 
4 large hangars, 3 T-hangars, 
storage and repair services for 
major aircraft. Hillsdale offers 
runways one of which is 1950 x 

PH 7.60 

The water is clear and color­
less with a very slight amount of 
red-brown suspended solids. 

TAYLOR DULWORTH Agency 
The city recently install~..___. 

meters and rates for water con-
sumed ranges from 30c scaled 
downward to 15c per thousand 
gallons. 

The Municipal Disposal Plant 
is of the trickling filter type with 

REALTORS INSURANCE 

331 WEST MAIN - HUDSON, MICH. 

Phone Hillcrest 8-2011 

a capacity for a population of 
5500. The plant was built in 1939 We Sell the Earth and Insure All That's On It. 
and has been modernized at in-
tervals. The d isposal plant oper-
ates under the supervision of the 
Municipal Water Works of which 
Fred W. Sievers is Superintend­
ent. 

Medical services for the 
community are provided by 
Thorn Memorial Hospital. The 
building and grounds were a 
gift to the city by Mr. and 
Mrs. James B. Thorn and the 
hospital has been serving the 
needs of the city since 1924. It 
is an 18 bed institution with 
accommodations for 24 in an 
emergency. 

Staff doctors are Drs. Harry 
M. Dickman, chief of staff; 
Lowell E. Blanchard; and A. 
0 . Abraham. The chief of 
staff is rotated each year. Dr. 
J. W. Boyd is staff radiologist. 
The hospital treated 2466 pa­
tients during the year 1954. 

HOUSING 
T~lephone Hudson Hillcrest 8-2201 

The operating room is mod­
ern and completely equipped. 
The delivery room is up to 
date and there are facilities 
for six basinettes in the nurs­
ery. The X-ray room contains 
both stationary and portable 
X-ray equipment. Ambulance 
service is maintained by iocal 
funeral homes. The emergency 
room - is equipped with an 
Armstrong Portable Resusci­
tator and various emergency 
and first aid supplies. The lab­
oratory is equipped for rou-­
tine 'lab' work. 

A nursing staff of 5 full 
time and 3 part time register­
ed nurses is augmented by 4 
regist ered practical nurses 
and 2 full time and one part 
time nurses' aides. Mrs. Nina 
Jones RN has been superin­
tendent since 1944 and was, 

Plans for a new hospital are 
about complete and funds in 
the amount of $250,000 have 
been pledged for its construc­
tion. The building, when com­
pleted in 1958, will represent 
a total investment of half a 
million dollars. The new Mer­
idian Road Hospital will be 
located about 5 miles south of 
the city of Hudson on U. S. 127 
and will serve the southwest­
ern Lenawee county area as 
well as the southeastern sec­
tion of Hillsdale county and 
the northern section of Fulton 
County, Ohio. 

It will be a 30 bed institu­
tion with a staff of between 30 
and 40 persons. The new build­
ing will be modern both in 
design and equipment and will 
be situated in grounds total­
ling about 10 acres. 

Altho Hudson has experienced 
no building boom, new construc­
tion has kept pace with demand. 
Of the 600 odd dwelling units 
within the city's limits less than 
2% are unoccupied. About 25 
new homes have been built in re­
cent years, and there are several 
development companies and in­
dependent builders ready to as­
sist you in building and financing 
your new home in Hudson. 

Rent for an average 6-room 

house is around $60 per month 
with 3-r oom apartments about 
$45. Fine building lots are avail­
able from $1000 up. Selling price 
for an average 6-room house is 
about $9000. 

Over 80% of the homes in the 
city are owner-occupied. Hudson 
has many choice building lots 
available within the city limits, 
while just outside the city limits 
there are many ideal locations. 

TRANSPORTATION 
Transportation into or out of 

Hudson is fast and economical. 
Three lake ports, Detroit , Monroe 
and Toledo provide ready access 
to the St. Lawrence Seaway. 
Four Motor freight lines service 
the city and the New York Cen­
tral Railroad System offers 4-way 
freight facilities. (See map on in­
side cover). Nearest airports are 
located at Adrian and Hillsdale, 

each about 18 miles distant, while 
larger metropolitan airport ser­
vice is available at Toledo, Ohio, 
and Willow Run, near Detroit. 

Two entry ports of the Ohio 
Turnpike are within 30 miles of 
Hudson, bringing the great cities 
on the east coast 5 to 7 hours 
closer. Chicago, with the comple­
tion of the Indiana Turnpike, 
will be only 3 or 4 hours away. 

.. 

"Qua/it'! PrinlinlJ Planned and Produced" 

The 81-COUNTY HERALD 
115 South Church Street 

HUDSON, M.ICHIGAN 

200 feet, the other being 1850 x 
200 feet, with clear approach in 
a 65 acre field. Service includes a 
Quonset type 7 plane hangar, 
overnight storage, gas and minor 
repairs. 

Jackson airport offers all reg­
ular airfield services. Flights 
and air freight services, to all 
points in the world, may be ar­
ranged at either Jackson, Toledo 
or Willow Run. 

Welcome 
To Hudson 

THE HUDSON CITY COUNCIL 

A CITYWIDE SURVEY AND GUIDE OF 

HUDSON MICHIGAN 

Compiled Under Direction of the 
INDUSTRIAL COMMITTEE of the KIWANIS CLUB 

In Co~operation with 
HUDSON BOOSTER CLUB and JAYCEE'S 

LOCATION 
Hudson, population 3,000, lies 

amid rolling farm land in the 
southeastern section of Michigan. 
It is 75 airline miles southwest 
of Detroit, 170 east of Chicago 
and 45 west of Toledo, Ohio. 

Hudson lies in the extreme 
western end of Lenawee County, 
about 10 miles north of the Ohio­
Michigan State Line. Lenawee 
County is listed as 157th., in the 
200 leading income counties of 
the nation. 

Hudson, ideally located in 
southern Michigan's expanding 
Industrial Belt, offers rail, air, 
motor freight and water con­
nections that are unsurpassed by 
any small community in the area. 

Hudson was first settled i n 
1833 and even in its earliest 
years was an active center of 
trade and manufacture. Many 
items, such as carriages, harness, 
wood cabinets, flour, leathers, 
barrels, washing machines, foun­
dry products and a number of 
other products have borne the 
stamp 'made in Hudson, Mich.' 

At the close of the Civil War, 
timber and wood products were 

listed as the largest output. How­
ever, in 1903 the Hook-Hardie 
Co., later renamed the Hardie 
Mfg. Co., started in the business 
of manufacturing spray pumps. 

;;;.,lllrJ]~the Helvetia Milk Con­
\..'-cie'nS! ;~ . started operation. 
' ;;£hi~ ~.~ now The Pet Milk 

JYfr 'lm.d i~~~ oldest manufac-
1 t<UD;i§~pnns1~.5_:.~. in the city to-

v(Jq /}ay. I...U 'fo· 
I~ter ye~¥5\ M & S Mfg. Co. 

N Metail'By Fou'rrdry, Tri-State Pro­
f'> ~ ]~~· tsA_ co., C,cSii,O-Lite Va~lt Co.1 rr'fGM Vod'J.ers · n productiOn ana 

~ ·~lim dson has 14 manu.-:(l>r._ factur tn · ts producing up-
/5-w o 17,000,000 worth of 
c. p otl~ annually. These pro-

are shipped into every state 
in the nation and nearly avery 
foreign country. 

The trade area, or Hudson area 
as defined in this brochure com­
prises 324 square miles or an 18 
mile square. One half of this 
area lies in Hillsdale county on 
the west. Hudson's corporation 
limits are right on the County 
line. 

POPULATION 
Hudson's population is esti­

mated at 3,000. The U. S. Census 
of 1950 listed 2777 while 1940 
census 2426. Over the past 20 

year period, Hudson has shown~ 
a steadily consistent population 
increase. Approximately 55% of 
the population is native born. 

CLIMATE 
Hudson is 920 feet above sea 

level and enjoys a consistently 
moderate climate. Summers are 
warm with an average high in 
the low 80's while winters are 
somewhat mild, seldom register­
ing temperatures below 20 de­
grees above zero. 

Rainfall is consistent with oth­
er section of southern Michigan 
and averages about 32 inches. 

Lightest rainfall generally is in 
January with 2.01 inches and the 
heaviest occurs in May, register­
ing 4.05 inches. Other months 
register a fairly even rainfall. 

Annual snow fall in this area 
is about 35 inches. The growing 
season lasts about 154 days. First 
killing fr ost usually o c c u r s 
around Oct. 8th., with the last 
frost generally about May 7th . 

\ 
i 
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"INSURANCE IS YOUR BEST PROTECTION" 

DECKER & S10NS AGENCY 
(Representing 19 Leading Stock Insurance Co's.) 

121 S. Market HI 8-2911 

FIRE 

LIFE 

CASUALTY 

AUTO 

THEFT 

. LIABILITY (all) 

SURETY BONDS 

GAS OIL 

W. V. MINGUS 
HUDSON, MICHIGAN 

TIRES 
ACCESSORIES 
BATTERIES 

TELEVISION 
SALES 

& SERVICE 

WESTINGHOUSE APPLIANCES 

COSCARiELLI'S 

306 W. Main 

Delicious Home Made 
Soups 

Sandwiches 
Pies 

REGULAR DAILY 
MEALS 

Home Made 
ICE CREAM 

and SHERBETS 

~~~';)\~ 
~.q~0\~".1~ 

~Lb\ '\ ')1~ 
,~J~ 

K L E E Pharmacy 
301 W. MAIN 

"In Hudson" it's the 

BANK 
CAF ·E 

FOR 
FINER 
FOODS 

S':FEAKS - CHOPS 
SHORT ORDERS 

HI 8-2481 

CLOSED MONDAY 

ENJOY GOOD FOOD AT 

MITCH ELL'S 

G Rl LL 
SOUTH ON 

u. s. 127 
We Serve Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinners. 
Daily Menus - Steaks, Chops and Short 
Orders. Open Sundays - Bring The Family 

In, For A Delicious Chicken Dinner. 
CLOSED 

MONDAYS m s-46'71 

,--~ 

I I SINCE 1944 I 

FARM· CITY 
PROPERTIES 

WALTER J. HUTCHINGS 
REAL ESTATE BROKER 

VERNON A. JOUGHIN Salesman 
m 8-3095 

222 W. Main St. 
PHONE m 8-5251 

MEATS 

I GROCERIES 
FROZEN FOODS 

BRIOWN'S MARKET 
I 

225 W. MAIN HI 8-5176 

FRESH 
FRUITS AND 

VEGETABLES l 

IIUDS·ON 
. ~ - .. 

LOCKER 
$ERVICE 

ALL TYPES PROCESSING 
REAL SEAL 

Plastic Dip-Coating for Frozen Meats 
Revco Home Freezers 

Complete Food Locker Service 

• 
SELECT GRADES 

YOUNG BEEF POULTRY PORK 

112 N. Church 
HIS-4861 

"BOB" 
EXPERT 

PAINTER and 

DECORATOR 

• Interior - Exterior 

• 
Phone 
Pittsford 614 
Post Office 
Hudson Box 202 

SPOTTS 

A- C3 <:: 0 £! p; I q I 1-1 I .J 
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STREET INDEX 

D6 Aldrich St. 

E3 Buchanan St. 

C4 Boies St. 

B3 Cross St. 

C7 Center St. 

Gl Cadmus Rd. 

C6 Cobb St. 

C7 Division St. 

F4 Douglas St. 

E3 Elm St. 

G4 East Main St. 

D5 Fayette St. 

B3 Gregory St. 

C6 Grove St. 

A4 Hemlock St. 

F4 Hill St. 

C5 Howard St. 

E3 Jefferson St. 

Jackson St. 

3 Jay St. 

FG Johnson St. 
·,. i, 
\F4 ' Joppa St. 

1
C4 Lane . St. 

Lenawee St. 

Lafayette St. 

Lincoln St. 

Madison St. 

H4 McKenzie 

J5 Munson Hwy. 

G4 McClellan St. 

C5 1 · Post Office 
C4 2 First Methodist 

Church 
B4 3 AI-Ken Mfg; Co. 
B4 4 Standard Oil 

Bulk Plant 

·~ 

'5 

14 

s 

6 

7 

'I 

B4 5 Mobilgas Bulk Plant 
B4 6 L & N Mfg. Co. 
B3 7 Taylor Pony Farm 
B2 8 Sunset Acres Motel 
B8 9 Shady Lawn 

Trailer Park 
C4 10 Brown & Son 

Funeral Home 

Q I WPS~INOTON ST. I 
~'l:)r:!]] [J I] [;3 ~ e~ ~ ::t: ") 

PLE"~ NT \J 5r. Cj ~ . 

Dol · ~In MRPJ.£" ST; . 

D D I C£"NTCR sr. q 
I DIVISI ON ST. I 

'ir· CPl.Vfllf?'{ comml 
I 

~ 

C5 11 Thorn Memorial 
Hospital 

E6 12 Disposal Plant 
D6 14 Brown & Eagle 

Funeral Home 
D5 15 Kroger Egg Exchange 
D5 16 Bi-County Herald 

Union Telephone 
Building 
I. 0. 0. F. Hall 

C5 17 First Congregational 
Church 

C6 18 Hudson High School 
E5 19 Theatre 
E5 20 Public Library 

I? C. 

c 

E5 21 

D5 22 
E6 23 

E5 24 
D4 25 

0 

Sacred Heart 
R C Church 
and Rectory 
Sacred Heart School 
Knox-Cochran 
Pickle Co. 
Rima Mfg. Co. 
Hudson State 
Savings Bank 
City Offices 
Police Dep't. 

@ 

"-' ,. 

LEGEND 
D4 26 Hudson Locker Plant 
D4 27 Hudson Fire Dep't. 
D4 28 Hotel 
C4 29 N Y C Depot 
C4 30 N Y C Freight Depot 
C4 31 Greenhouse 
B4 32 Church of God 
D4 33 Wesleyan 

Methodist Church 
D4 34 City Water Works 

PETE'S BODY SHOP 
RELIABLE PRESCRIPTIONS 

Hnicrest 
8-3031 

ALL TYPES OF 
BODY WORK 

• GLASS INSTALLATION 

• ~ODY REPAIRING AND 
PAINTING 

• 24 HOUR 
WRECKER SERVICE 

128 w. 
Mains~ 

ON WELLER'S 

~ ct 
DRUG STORE 

• 
EMERGENCY & DELIVERY 

SERVICE 

• 
Phone Hillcrest 8-3111 

~.. l 

! 
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__ j N 

L_ __ l 
t 
L_~ 
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Ci 

E4 35 Cities Service 
Bulk Plant 

H 

D4 36 Lenadale Bowling 
Alley 

D4 37 Hudson Stamping 
& Welding, Inc. 

D5 38 Thompson Savings 
Bank 

D4 39 Tri-State 
Products Plant No. 2 

GAR DIRER'S 
k~~~sroM 

HUDSON, MICH 

D4 40 

D4 41 

D5 42 
E4 43 

E5 44 
E6 45 
F2 46 

F5 47 
E5 48 
F4 49 

~ 

~ 
~ 
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PRIIWN BY 
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4 

6 
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STREET INDEX 

C7 Maple St. 

B7 Meridian Rd. 

E5 Mechanic St. 

D4 North Church St. 

D4 North Market St. 

F3 North Maple Grove 

B3 North St . 

B8 Nelson R d. 

~6 Oak St. 

F5 Pet Milk St . 

C6 P leasant St. 

E5 P ark St. 

C4 R ailroad St. 

D6 South Church St. 

D5 South Market St. 

E5 St . Giles St . 

F 5 St at e St . 

F5 School St . 

F 5 South Maple Gr ove 

G6 Spr in g St. 

C5 Seward St . 

D6 Summit St . 

F3 Taney S t. 

E3 Tiffin St . 

F4 Wilcox St . 

F7 Wood St . 

C4 West St . 

C3 Water St . 

D4 Willow St. 

B4 West Main St . 

C6 Washington St. 

L./IAniiONY A/<MAI{i?N ll5SDC. 
PRIN TE"O QY 

.; 
BI~COl/NTy Ht:,f'Rft ~~ !$5-

Municipal Free 
Parking Lot 
Consumers Power Co. 
Masonic Temple 
Post-Gazette 
Hudson Metal 
Products, Inc. 
Hardie Mfg. Co. 
Pet Milk Co. 
Our Saviour 
Lutheran Church 
M & S Mfg. Co. 
First Bapt ist Church 
Lincoln Grade School 

H4 50 Thi-Stat e Products 
Co., Main P lant 

H5 51 Metalloy F oundry Co. 
H5 52 Con-0-Lite Valut Co. 
H5 53 Hudson Plating Co. 
H5 54 Homer Donaldson Co. 
H4 55 Church of the 

Nazarene 
H4 56 M & S Plant No. 2 
J 4 57 McAyre S teel Co. 
J4 58 Quality Automatic 

Inc. 
Hl 59 Amer ican 

Legion H ome 
G3 60 Ice House 

"at the sign of the BIG CLOCK" 

• 
• . . 

~ 

H. C. Blanks Jeweler 
Hamilton - Elgbi Watches 

Reliable Watch R epair 

"" 
l 

HUDS·ON SERVICE 
COMPANY 

f)Jd 
Wiiii·ii§J-~ 

Plumbing - Appliances - Heating 

PHONE 
m 8-4676 

HUDSON, 
MICH. 

OHAS~ E. BROWN & SON 
FUNERAL and AMBULANCE SERVICE 

Hillcrest 8-2941 

Clarence L. Brow n, 0 \vner 

"Serving H UDSON over 30 years" 

McKENNA'S 
100 North 

Maple Grove 

GROCERY 
m s-5291 

GROCERIES 

MEATS FROZEN FOODS 

MITCHELL BROS . 
APPliARCES 

207 W. Main • 
COMPLETE 
FOUNTAIN 
SERVICE 

EDDIES. I I 

SWING BOWL 
205 w. Main 

HI 8-5861 

HOME BAKED BAM 
BASKET-;BURGERS 

HOME MADE CmLI 
SANDWICHES 

We proudly serve McDONALD'S ICE CREAM 

H 0 W L,ET T & !l?.\E N 
215 W. MAIN \ , 

Men's and 
Boys 
Wear 

I 

La .. _ ... ~ 
Sportswear 

Lingerie 

J.-
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APPROXIMATE MEAN 
DECLINATION.1~62 

MICHIGAN 
STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

JOHN C. MACKIE 
STATE HIGH AY COMMISSIONER 

SCALE 1:24000 
~ 0 1 MILE 
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QUADRANGLE LOCATION 

HUDSON QUADRANGLE 
MICHIGAN 

7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPH IC) 

Heavy-duty 

Medium-duty . 

ROAD CLASSIFICATION 

Light-duty .. 

Un improved dirt ~~~~~~~~~ 

Q U. S. Route Q State Route 

HUDSON, MICH. 
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT 0 F S TAT E 

R I C H A R D H. A U S T I N SECRETARY OF STATE LANSING 

MH-69 ~11 

December 3, 1974 

Dr. William T. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Room 3209 
1100 L Street 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Dr. Murtagh : 

-·-

MICHIGAN 48918 

MICHIGAN HISTORY DIVISION 

ADMINISTRATION. PUBLICATIONS, 
RESEARCH. AND HISTORIC SITES 

208 N. Capitol Avenue 

STATE ARCHIVES 

3405 N . Logan Street 

STATE MUSEUM 
505 N. Was hington Avenue 
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The National Register Inventory-Nomination form for the 
Hudson Downtown Historic District, here in enclosed, is 
being returned to your office with the following 
clarifications: an addendum describing the boundaries; 
~ sketch map and map form clarifying the boundaries; two 
streetscape photographs of the northwest side of West Main 
Street and of Church Street. 

Very truly yours, 
/ 

, ~ iz 1 vtj v /:J. ·-'0:-"ut;( 
Kathryn B. Eckert 
Histor1c Preservation Coordinator 
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Ron . Edward Hutchinson 
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