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The Nottatva Stone School is a one-sto~ building consisting 
of t\vO sections in an L- shape (each built to house a single 
classroom} and a small rear section containing restrooms, a 
closet, and a hal'hvay. The best feature of the building is 
th~original, fieldstone section measuring 48 feet by 34 feet. 
The add~tion has a brick exterior and measures 35 feet by 22 
feet. -

Inside the brick \ving a country store display has been set up. 
School children use the original building to reenact a day in 
a rural school a hunc'lred years ago. The room contains an 1850 
piano and wood-burninp- stove, "fore and aft" desks on orna­
mental iron pedestals, and a 37-star flag. Other features 
are the $late blackboards, a raised platform for the teacher, 
wainscotin?, and oiled \vood floors. When the building w.as 
restored in __].967, a false ceil in? was removed. n' 

The stone sectimLhas a gable roo~ and also features rounded 
arched windows and door \vith similarly arched cut stone lin­
tel_s. Cobblestone laid in courses in the gable ends, squared 
stone on the front~ rubblestone on the sides, and the use of 
quoins 2resent an interesting variety. Indeed, the variegated 
coloring of the stones adds to the visual interest. Above 
the main entrance is the date 18-70. 
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Set back on a tree-lined country roa~the Nottawa Stone School n 
is an intriguing structure built of native materials. ~ 
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The Nottawa Stone School was built in 870 replacing a 
"dilapitated" frame structure. The new building was a one­
room primary school for the pupils of district number three, 
Nottawa Township, a rural area in St. Joseph County. The -
building 'vas by far the most expensive and the only stone 
building in the township. The county superintendent of public 
instruction noted that the district was "considerably below 
the average wealth of rural districts, yet is just completing 
a school~house at a cost of about $3,000, which, in archi­
tectural appearance is seldom equaled in the most wealthy 
rural districts, and in solid convenience and finish it is 
a model." 

John W. Schermerhorn. a prosperous local farmer, was director 
of the district for the first few years after the school was 
built and is believed to have designed the building according 
to his recollections of a school in his boyhood horne in 
Schenectady, New York. 

When the school was built, it was expected to seat 150 pupils, 
although only 50 attended regularly. Later estimates were 
scaled downward probably because larger desks had been added, 
Finally, in_ th~ _ _late 1~ 8 05 ~ _second room was added bringing 
the capacity from 70 to 1-30. In the first nvo de-cades of the 
building's history there were usually two paid teachers a 
year, and the school was ungraded. 

-t building was used as a primary school until the late 1950 
In·. 1~67 the Kalamazoo Valley Intermediate School System 

- or-g~~zed a 2£0grarn to allow school children to use the main 
·:$Cheal room for a day~. Accompanied--by- t:heir own teacher the 
·chilq{en reenact a day in a rural school a century ago. They 

:~ ~ead _from McGuffey readers. Often period clothes are worn by 
eactier and class. The building is in use about a hundred 

s a year for this £1!rriculurn enrichment program. In 1969 
project was awarded a certificate of commendation from 
American Association of State and Local History. 

The Nottawa Stone School is one of the best designed and 
maintained stone schools in the state. Once the pride of the 
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Annual Report of the School Inspector of the Tmvnship of 
Jottmva , County of St. Joseph, 1870. 

Nottawa Stone School House Restoration. Collection of materi 
prepared by the Regional Enrichment Center, Kalamazoo Valle 
Intermediate School System for consideration by the AASLH, 
Michigan State Archives, Michigan Historical Commission. 
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MICHIGAN 

NAME NOTTAWA STONE SCHOOL WORKING NUMBER 7 .30. 71.11 

NAME 

STATE 

ADDRESS 

\ 

MICHIGAN 
!COUNTY 

ST. JOSEPH 

East of Nottawa, Sturgis Rd. at Fillmore d. 
Nottawa vicinity 
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