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C!l Goo4 0 fair 0 fxcollont 0 Rulna 
CONDITION 

(Citeclr One) 

KJ Altoretl 0 Uneltorotl 0 ... _. 
DKICftlaK llftKIKNT AND OftiGINAL 

The Chief Andrew Blackbird House is located on a part of the north half of 
Lot 2, Block 11 of Isaac Whichers survey of Little Traverse (now Harbor 
Springs) and was built about 186 ...It is a wood frame building with wooden 
siding now painted white . T e ~ble roof is covered with construction p 
T e nouse, one- and- a- half stories high , rests on a cement block foundation. 

The original section (on the 16£t in the photograph) has a porch extending 
across its front . The section on the right was added in the early 1870s to 
serve as a more comodius-pQst office . This section has a flase front and 
i"'t'SSwn entrance. The entrance in the original section opens into the J 

kitchen which was the original post office . Each section has a brick 
chimney. 

The changes to the house , in addition to general maintenance , have been to 
install a lavatory and fmmace. The original house plan and featur~~ have 
been preserved. m 
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0 Ott.r (Sfteclfr) 

This building was the residence oi __ tha_Qhief ~ndrew Blackbird family 
as well as the first post office in Harbor Sp ngs ormer y Little 
Traverse) . Blackbird, son of an Ottawa chief, was the first postmaster of 
Little Traverse. It is now an Indian :Vmseum housing antiques and relics 
from the Ottawa Indians and ear y set'tfei.s of the region. It is the only 
such museum in the area • 

Blackbird compiled and published two books on the Indian language and 
legen s , one o w 1cn contained an autobiography. Blackbird's writing is 
one of1Ghe few accounts of the experiences of a Michigan Indian in adapt---ing himself to the conditions of white civilization. In addition to serv-

- fng in other government posts, this proponent of Indian civil rights was 
US interpreter for the 14a.ckinac Agency in 1861 and was apt>9i~d pos.:Qna 
of Little Traverse April 12, 1869. As the village was small , the post 
o fice was set up in the Blackbird kitchen, and residents stopped at the 
house to pick up their mail . This arrangement worked until the white 
population increased thereby resulting in an imporvement in the salary, 
making the job more attractive to others . In 1873 Washington was peti 
ed to have Blackbird removed . In order to appease the townsfolk , Chief 
Blackbird built a more comfortable office; however , he was replaced as 
postmaster June 4, 18?? . The original mailboxes are now in the museum 
with some of the namas~f the origiaril box holders still on the board . 

Surrounded by modern civilization, dejected, blind, deaf , and senile, 
Blackbird died at the county poor farm . The house remained in the family 
until ~-when it was sold to the Michigan Indian Foundation to be used 
as a local'museum specialising in Indian artifacts. The City of Harbor 
Springs-Dbta~n~d .possession of the house in 1964 with the stipulation 
that it b,Ef, \!~8· 1 an Indian museum. 
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