SEE

{2, LOCATION

INSTRUCTIONS

000 4$)¢

Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR i :
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Michigan
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Emmet
INVENTORY ~ NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE
(Type all entrips — complete applicable sections) APR L & W%

(Chief Blackbird Ottawa Indian Museum) : AN
AND/OR'HISTORICY |« 7 D000 e o } AT
K Chlef Andrew Je )Blackbvdvﬁouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

368 East Main Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Harbor Springs

STATE . CopE |GOUNTY: cooE
Michigan
[ cLassiFicaTiON
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) KPNESIIE . SYATUA TO THE PUBLIC
{0 District (X Building ¥] Public Public Acquisition: Occupied Yes:
[ Ssite [ Structure | Private [ In Process O] Unsecopiod EX Restricted
[0 Object [0 Beth (3 Being Considered [ Preservation work = B i
in progress O Ne

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

£l Agricuhur‘ol [ Government [J Park [ Transportation ] Comments
) Commercial [ Industrial O] Private Residence (] Other (Specity)
O Educational O Military [ Religious
[) Entertainment KK Museum [ Scientific
QWNER OF PROPERTY o
ER'S N AME: :
City of Harbor Springs g X
STREET AND NUMBER: g n
349 East Main Street iy
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: cobe g
Harbor Sprinrrs Michigan 20
8. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION .
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: a
Registry of Deeds Office e ‘g’
STREEY AND NUMBER: g -
o <
L63 East Lake Street o+ -
CITYY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Petoskey Michigan
[6. REPRESENTAYION IN EXISTING SURVEYS | L
YITLE OF SURVEY: g
Michigan Historical Commission Registered State Site #352|= |3/,
oate oF survey: 10=-29-71 ] Federal G State [ County O Local = ; o
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: = “: z
~ ]
Division of Michigan History = “ o
STREEY AND NUMBER: ] 2 &
208 North (‘arn tol Avenue, Mutual Buildiji ng z
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE :
Lansing Michigan 26 g
m




( One)
CONDITION O Excellent Good [ Fair ] Deteriorated O Ruins O Unexposed
(Check One) (Cheock One)
B Altered [0 Unaltered O] Moved ﬁon.m: Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Chief Andrew Blackbird House is located on a part of the north half of
Lot 2, Block 11 of Isaac Whichers survey of Little Traverse (now Harbor
Sprlngs) and was built about 1860, It is a wood frame building with wooden
siding now painted white, The gable roof is covered with construction papen
The house, one-and-a-half stories high, rests on a cement block foundation,

The original section (on the Idft in the photograph) has a porch extending
across its front, The section on the right was added in the early 1870s to
serve as a more comodius post office. This section has a flase front and
its own entrance, The entrance in the original section opens into the i
kitchen which was the original post office. Each section has a brick
chimney.

The changes to the house, in addition to general maintenance, have been to
install a lavatory and furnace, The original house plan and featura§ have
been preserved,
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" ing in other government posts, this proponent of Indian civil rights was

This building was the residence of the Chief Andrew Blackbird family
as well as the first post office in Harbor Sprifngs (formerly Little
Traverse)., Blackbird, son of an Ottawa chief, was the first postmaster of
Little Traverse, It is now an Indian Museum housing antiques and relics
from the Ottawa Indians and early settlers of the region, It is the only
such museum in the area,

Blackbird compiled and published two books on the Indian language and
legends, one of which contained an autobiography, Blackbird's writing is
one of the few accounts of the experiences of a Michigan Indian in adapt-
ing himself to the conditions of white civilization., In addition to serv-

US interpreter for the Mackinac Agency in 1861 and was appointed postmaste:
of Little Traverse April 12, 1869, As the village was small, the post
office was set up in the Blackbird kitchen, and residents stopped at the
house to pick up their mail., This arrangement worked until the white
population increased thereby resulting in an imporvement in the salary,
making the job more attractive to others, In 1873 Washington was petitiont
ed to have Blackbird removed. In order to appease the townsfolk, Chief
Blackbird built a more comfortable office; however, he was replaced as
postmaster June 4, 1877. The original mailboxes are now in the museum
with some of the names-ef the origianl box holders still on the board.

Surrounded by modern civilization, dejected, blind, deaf, and senile,
Blackbird died at the county poor farm, The house remained in the family
until 1947 when it was sold to the Michigan Indian Foundation to be used
as a local museum specialising in Indian artifacts., The City of Harbor
Springs obtained 'possession of the house in 1964 with the stipulation
that it‘be;use&wf' an Indian museun,
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[T2. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

As the designated State l.iaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service., The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
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2,452417,44(,/;f :Zhﬁaé&2$:-~

National Local

Deputy Director - Recreation

Titte SLO for Historic Preservation

Date 12/28/71

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.
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Chiel, Office of Archeology and Histo%}’reaervaﬁon
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