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UNITED STAT!S DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ITA Tao For111 10·300 

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARI< SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER Of HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -NOMINATION fORM 

(Type all entrips - complete applicable sections) 

(Check One) 

0 Diotrict ~ Building Public Acquloltlon: 

0 In Proceu 0 Site 0 Structure 

0 Object 

Industrial 

Military 

Museum 

" 0 Being Conaldered 

Park 

Private R .. ldence 

Religlouo 

COUNT Y o 

In progreoo 

0 T ran a portatl on 

0 Other (S~Hcl,) 

Yea : 
0 R .. trlcted 

0 Unreatrlcted 

Gl:: No 

0 Commenta 

n 
0 
c 
z 
-l 
< 



0 GoOII !"air 
CONDITION 

(Citoclr Olio) 

0 Alterotl j[J Unoltetetl 

( Cltoclr One) 

6a Deterl-teol 0 Rulna 0 Uno•poaocl 

0 Moft4 Site 

The Protar cabin is a one and one - half storey building 

measuring about 32 feet by 16 feet . Walls are of sguare -- ---
he'tvn white pine loP-;S flat_ notched at the corners . Narrmv 

clapboards at one time covered all the exterior \valls and sti 1 

remain in a few locations . The roof is covered wilh wooden 

shingles, while the int erior i.s panelled \·Jith vertical pine 

ooards . Nany of the simple interior furnishings \vere Protar ' s 

• 

After falling into disrepair for a number of years a nevc roof "' 

v and porch were added in the summer of 1971 . 

A handful of log cabins on Beaver Island remain from the 

Strangite ~ ormon occupation in the late 840s and early 1RSOs . 

This cabin \vas constructed , about 1 860 , by the Irish who 

moved onto the island after the t- ormons were dispossessed . 

ivith the exception of the ~ormon Print Shop, already on the 

Pational Register, the Protar cabin is the best preserved and 

most historic building on Beaver Island . 
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"IE"IOO (CIIoclr Ono or Mora •• Appro,.ato) 

0 Pro·Col-blan I 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

A.-lEAl OP' IIGNIP'ICANCIE (CIIoclr Ono or Mora ao Api'Nflriate) 

Allor lglnol 0 Ellucatlan 

0 Prohlatorlc O Engineering 

0 Hl1torlc 

0 Agriculture 

0 Architecture 

0 Art 

0 c-ce 

0 c-unlcatlon• 

0 Conaervatlon 

0 lnduatry 

0 Invention 

0 Londacope 

Architecture 

0 Literature 

0 Military 

0 Mualc 

0 18th Century 

~ 19th Century 

0 Political 

0 Religion/Phi. 

loaophy 

0 Sclonco 

0 Sculpture 

KJ Socioi/Humcn· 

ltorion 

0 - Theetor 

0 Tranaportotion 

[5a 20th Century 

0 Urllon Plo1111lne 

0 Other ($peel,.) 

1'-lucb of Feodar Protar ' s life is shrouded in mystery . His 

.,. adopted son, 'vritinr> a number of years ag;o , said that f rotar 
z 
0 

... 
u 
;::) 

a:: ... 

'vas a "scion of the old Russ ian nobility , " As a youne- man 

he \vas said to have been influenced by the writin~s of Leo 

Tolstoy and permirted to escape from ~ussia in lieu of 

serving a Siberian exile . He settled in Dresden where he haci 

earlier attended the university, lJ pon '~-he cleath of his wife 

z about 1870 Protar left Europe for the 'nited S~ates and for a 

w 
w 

t i me toured \vith the noted Bohemian actress Fanny Janauschek, 

In 1882 Protar turned to a more settled life, ne purchased a 

German- lang,uage nevvs{taper in Rock Island, I llinois, \vhich he 

operated until 893 when he settled permanently on Beaver 

Is land i n upper Lake t ichigan , 

Frotar ' s first visir to r eaver Is land in 1887 was involuntary 

ship on which he was sailin~ was forced inro St . James harh 

by a violent storm. The ~ussian was immeciiately enchanted 
i ' 

··~y~·~· this is olated area, and his first lett.er home describeci it 

as B. "the breeding place of whit.efish and of ~alla~hers, of 

'' pe,a e and conrentment . " After summerin~ there for five more 
/•,"''(' -

s, Frotar ~oved to Beaver Island and settlen in a log 
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t eros key e.yenJ.no; J eh't>. 1 1cu ~u /, t 7£. .1 , JJ: t • 

~eath certificate of Feodar ~rorar, March 4, 192~. copy in site 
survey files, 

Kersh, r aul, "Feodar 1 rotar, ~he Saint of Deaver Is lane~, " 
} ichi~an Ilistory, XXX III ( ''linter, 1939), 

..,cott , Franklin ~v . !'e\,1 S papers and 1-'eriod icals of I llinois, 
1814- 1879 , Vol. VI: Collections of the Illinois State 
Historical Library . Springfield: .,..he -rrustees, 1919, p, 30~. 

Abstract of the Protar Property, copy in site survey files . 

t ... \~""1~1""'· ··""'.$.'""'.8""'0-"-GR_A..,_Pc.;.H.;..;.IC.;ccA'-"'L::;,...: .;;_DAc...:.T.:..:A'-'----'· __ ·_·_ .. ~· ""' . .... · '·........,..._,•·•·4 ;::J;Sf :' · < ·• ··· < ; /!I;z 
L.ATITUDit AND L.ONUITUDE COORDINATES L.ATITUOE ANO LONGITUDE COO~OINATES 

0 OIEFININQ THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY Dl!:lfiNING A RECTANGl-E LOCATING THE PROPERTY 

I------~----------------~----------------~R~----------~o_F~L-E~s~s_T~H~ArN~T~r.~N~A~c~~~e:~'~---------4 
CO~NER L.ATITUOE LONGITUOI! LATITUDE L.ONGI TUOE 

Dee•••• Minute• Seconds Dee•••• Mlnutel Second• Dee•••• Minutes S.conda Dee•••• Mlnutea Seconda 
NW 0 0 

NE 0 0 
45 ° 42 · 12 · BIJ 0 33 ' 4 r 

SE 0 0 

_SW 0 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY : 9 A 
ILIST ALL. STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY I!IOUNOARIES. 

STATE : COOE COUNTY COOE 

IT ATE: COOE COUNTY : COOE 

STATE : COOE COUNTY : COOE 

STATE : COOE COUNTY : COOl£ 

NAME AND TITL.E : 

William Lm1erv '<esear~h Hi stori ;:m 
ORGANIZATION 

t'ichiean }'is torical Commission 1 3 1 97 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

/O R Porth r.r1nirol 
CITY OR TOWN : STATE COOE 

T.;:msino ~'irhiPAn I 7 () 

Aa the dcsililnated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preaervat Inn Act of tQt\6 (Public Law 

81).(\1\5), I hereby nominate this property for incluaion 

in the Nution(ll R".:iNter unci ct-rlify that It has been 

evalu11t"d un·ordm~ to thil criteria and proceduea aet 

forth by tht• Nat lonal Park Service. The recommended 

lo;vtd of llia;nlficance or thia nomination ia: 

NatioNJI 0 State O Local 0 

Deputy Director and SLO 
Title Dept. of Natural Resources 

D11te 11/10/71 

I hereby certify that this property ia included in the 

National Rea;iater. 
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Form 10-300o 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

STATE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNT Y 

INVENTORY · NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 
DATE 

(Number ell entrlee) ~ , 2., 

cabin constructed by an Irish settler about 1 860; he 

never again set foot on the mainland . 

~ealizing the extreme need of the islanders for merlical 

attent ion, he began the study of this field and soon ~vas 

a capable, · + 
~ .L nlicensed , ohysician . Until his death in 

192~ he provided free medical services and supplies, tra-

velling around the island on the half -,vild Indian pony 

he called, ",iarry . " Althou h colc1 and removed t-o out -

siders , 1rotar ~as the best - liked and most resoecred 

member of r eaver Island ' s permanent communily . A 

bronze tablet 1as erected on his Prave in 1 g2R , The 

inscription reads: "To our Heaven sen! frienrl in neerl , 

Veorlora Frotar , who never failed us , In imperishable 

~ratitude and adoralion , Ilis people of Beaver Island ." 

- - - ---- ·· ··· - -- --· ----- ------ -----· 



WASO Form • 177 
("R" Ju,. 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

-prot"ar1 Peodao-1 

c hd~levot )( c6) 

o3f I ~> {n-
o resubmission 
D nomination by person or local government 
D owner objection 
D appeal 

Substantive Review: Dsample 

Reviewer's comments: 

D request 

Nomination returned for: _ __ technical corrections cited below 
___ substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Oappeal 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

S18tus 
Accealble 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? 

7. Description 

Condition 

D excellent 

Ogood 

Otalr 

0 deteriorated 

D ruins 

0 unexposed 

Dyes Dno 

Check one 

D unaltered 

0 altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

D summary paragraph 
D completeness 
D clarity 
D alterations/integrity 
D dates 
D boundary selection 

Working No.------------­
Fed. Reg. Date:-----------­
Date Due:-------------­
Action: __ ACCEPT---------

_RETURN ______ _ 
_REJECT _______ _ 

Federal Agency:------------

D N R decision 

Recom./Criteria ___________ _ 

Reviewer--------------
Discipline _____________ _ 
Date _______________ _ 

__ see continuation sheet 

Present Use 

Check one 

D original site 
0 moved date _______ _ 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in ontJ partJgrsph) 

0 summary paragraph 
0 completeness 
0 clarity 
0 applicable criteria 
0 justification of areas checked 
0 relating significance to the resource 
0 context 
0 relationship of integrity to significance 
0 justification of exception 
0 other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property -------
Quadrangle name ____ _ 

UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Pre.vation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

0Map$ 
0 Photographs 
0 Other 

date 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to----------------------------

$gned------------------ Date _____________ phone: ___________ _ 

Commttntl for BnY i•m INY be continutJd on ., 11tt8Chtld shHt 
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Mapped, ed ited, and published by the Geological Survey 
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Topography from aerial photographs by photogrammetric methods 
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Hydrography compiled from U.S. Lake Survey charts 704 and 706 (1957) 
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Form 10-301 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries • attach to or enclose with map) 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

STATE: 

TO BE INCL.UOEO ON AI.. I.. MAPS 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and long itude reference. 

STATE 

Charlevoix 



NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION 

CARL T. JOHNSON 
Chairman 

E. M. LAITALA 

AUGUST SCHOLLE 

HARRY H. WHITELEY 
HILARY F. SNEll 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

WILLIAM G. MILLIKEN, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
STEVENS T. MASON BUILDING, LANSING, MICHIGAN 48926 

RALPH A. MAC MULLAN, Director 

November 11, 1971 . ·-- .... ··. 

+ 
kECEIVEU t~~ 

''h.n 16 1971 Mr. William J. Murtagh 

~r= 
STATE-

Keeper of the National Register (". 

Office of Archaeology & Historic Preservation 
National Park Service 
801 19th Street, N.W., Room 618 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Enclosed are four (4) sets of nomination forms for the National 
Register of Historic Sites, as follows: 

1. Protar Cabin, Charlevoix County 
2. Fix House, Monroe County 
3. Indian Village, Wayne County 
4. Bay View, Emmet County 

These sites have been approved by the Historic Preservation Advisory 
Council and are herewith submitted for nomination to the National 
Register of Historic Sites by Samuel A. Milstein, the State Liaison 
Officer. 

NFS:JAB:glc 
Enc. 
cc: D. Chaput 

C. Cleland 

j;:~-Jr-~~ 
Norman F. Smith, Chief 
Office of Planning Services 

and 
Chairman, Historic Preservation 
Task Force 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

Date Entered MAR 1 6 1972 

Name 

t ) 

ra 1 
(Hannah, Perry, House) 

Also Notified 

Location 


