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1. Name of Property 

' n ( '- !.;f.S 

=============================================================--=============== 
historic name Albertson, Eli and Sidney Teeter, House 

other names/site number Crissman Orchards, Grant Residence 

============================================================================== 
2. Location 
============================================================================== 
street & number 4480 Sheldon Road 
city or town Oakland Township 
state Michigan code MI county 
zip code 48306 

not for publication __ 
vicinity 

Oakland code 125 

============================================================================== 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification 
============================================================================== 
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 
1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this _K_ nomination ____ request for 
determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering 
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the 
procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my 
opinion, the property X meets ____ does not meet the National Register 
Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
nationally ___ statewide _K_ locally. ( See continuation sheet for 
additional c mments.) 

Signature o official 

Michi an State Hi toric Preservation Officer 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National 
Register criteria. See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 
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============================================================================== 
4. National Park Service Certification 

~7=~~::::;::~:::~::::::::;::::::::1:7~~=~=~=~=~=~=~=~=~=~=~~~=~=~=/_=_=_=~=~=~=~=~=~=~=~-~~~~~~~/t~~ 
~ ent See continuation sheet. 

determined eligible for the 
National Register 

See continuation sheet. 
determined not eligible for the 
National Register 

removed from the National Register 

other (explain) : 

Signature of Keeper Date 
of Action 

============================================================================== 
5. Classification 
============================================================================== 
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 

_lL private 
public-local 
public-State 
public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
_lL building(s) 

district 
site 
structure 
object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing 
2 

2 

Noncontributing 
buildings 
sites 

1 

1 

structures 
objects 
Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register --=-0 __ 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part 
of a multiple property listing.) ------~N~/~A~---------------------
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============================================================================== 
6. Function or Use 
============================================================================== 

Historic 
Cat: 

Functions (Enter categories 
DOMESTIC 
AGRICULTURE 
AGRICULTURE 

from instructions) 
Sub: Single Dwelling 

Outbuilding 
Agricultural Field 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: DOMESTIC . Sub: Single Dwelling 

DOMESTIC Secondary Structure 

============================================================================== 
7. Description 
============================================================================== 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

Mid-Nineteenth Century 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation --~S~T~O~N~E=----------------------
roof ASPHALT 
walls WOOD: Weatherboard 
other BRICK 

WOOD 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the 
property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

============================================================================== 
8. Statement of Significance 
======================================================================?======= 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the 
criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing) 

X 

A Property is associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in 
our past. 

c Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period, or method of construction or represents the work of a 
master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a 
significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information 
important in prehistory or history. 
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Located on the northwest corner of Sheldon and Snell roads in Oakland 
Township, the Albertson House stands on a 4.9 acre remnant of an earlier farm. 
The house is a two-story frame mid-nineteenth century farmhouse with 
additions. Fronting on Sheldon Road to the east, the main structure is a 
rectangular, side-gabled, two-storied building five bays wide across the front 
and two deep. It has a centered front gable, a one-story entry porch, and a 
bay window to the south. A series of connected one-story additions run to the 
west of the main structure. The entire structure has a fieldstone foundation, 
with clapboard siding, decorative wood trim, and an asphalt-shingled roof. 
The house is placed on the southeast corner of the lot and surrounded by 
mature trees, with a low stone wall enclosing the property on the south and 
east. A large barn is situated west and slightly north of the main house. 
The property is in excellent condition, with very few alterations made to the 
main structure since its construction. 

The property is roughly rectangular in shape. The house is located on the 
southeast corner of the property, but set back from both Sheldon and Snell 
roads. The barn is situated slightly north and west of the house, with a 
modern in-ground swimming pool to the south of the barn. Outbuildings known to 
be present at an earlier period, including a henhouse and a milkhouse, are no 
longer standing, and no foundations remain. An asphalt driveway runs from 
Sheldon Road along the north side of the house, curving around the east and 
north sides of the barn. A second driveway is located farther north on the 
property and runs parallel to the main drive, with connecting drives near the 
house .and the barn. A low stone wall, constructed by the current owners, 
bounds the property along Sheldon and Snell roads, pierced by wooden gates at 
the drives and the front of the house. A wooden privacy fence extends from 
the rear of the house along the south side of the pool. 

The majority of the property is landscaped with grass and mature trees. Maple 
trees surround the house on the north, east, and south sides, probably dating 
from the mid-nineteenth century, and are planted in straight lines. A black 
spruce stands in front of the house, offset from the porch, and may be the 
remaining tree of a pair of 'pioneer pines• dating from the early settlement 
of the property. Younger pine trees also dot the landscape, and low shrubs 
and bushes are planted in beds surrounding the house. 
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An enormous oak tree once stood at the roadside directly in front of the 
house, and the stone wall was curved in that area to accommodate the tree. 
The oak recently died and only the stump remains. Rows of pines shield the 
property from the road and the adjoining property on the east and north. To 
the west of the house and barn, the property has not been landscaped, and 
heavy brush and trees cover the land. A stream that now runs only in the 
spring is located in this area, extending from Snell Road north to the 
adjoining property. A few apple trees dating from the Crissman Orchards 
period still grow in this area. 

The main structure is a five-bay, two story I-house dating from the mid­
nineteenth century. The house is rectangular in plan, measuring 18 ~ by 40 
feet, with an open entry porch on the east side and a bay window projecting 
from the south wall. A fieldstone foundation constructed of local stones and 
mortar ingredients encompasses the less than full height basement. Visual 
investigation from the basement and attic suggests that the house is timber­
framed with hewn beams rather than the balloon framing more common in later 
nineteenth century houses. The exterior is clad in cedar and pine clapboards. 
On the main fa9ade, double-hung, two-over-two windows of equal size on both 
the first and second floors are arranged symmetrically around a central axis 
that consists of the front door and entry porch on the first floor, a larger 
window on the second floor, and a centered cross gable. Similar windows also 
occupy the bays on the north and south sides of the building, with the 
exception of the pentagonal bay window projecting from the middle of the south 
wall on the first floor. 

Small vents are located in the gables, with two each on the sides and one on 
the front. The steeply pitched side-gabled roof originally was covered with 
wood shingles, but is now surfaced in a modern asphalt shingling. Brick 
chimneys rise from the roof on the gable ends of the building. 

Decorative wood trim accents the house. The flat-roofed entry porch has 
stickwork support posts with panels between the sticks displaying hearts, 
circles, and teardrops. Pairs of scrolled brackets run along the frieze of 
the porch roof and also decorate the angle between the support posts and 
frieze. The entry door has one rectangular and two octagonal wood panels in 
the lower portion with round-head vertical lights in the upper portion. 
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These lights originally held etched glass. The door is flanked by 
rectangular, three-quarter length sidelights and topped by a glass transom in 
the form of a flattened ogee arch. Pedimented hoods with decorative applique 
trim adorn the windows, and paired brackets run along the cornice line. The 
windows of the bay window are separated by square columns supporting paired 
brackets under the low-pitched roof. 

The interior of the house has a central hall with one room to either side on 
the first floor. To the south is the parlor, while the master bedroom now 
occupies the north room. Openings in each room and in the hall lead to the 
rear addition. In the hall, a carved wooden banister supports a straight 
flight of stairs on the north wall. Brackets in the same style as the cornice 
brackets decorate the open string of the stair. On the second floor, the 
north bedroom occupies the entire depth of the house, but the south side has 
been divided into two rooms, with a bathroom currently occupying the western 
half. At the head of the stairs, a small door allows entrance into the loft 
of the rear addition. The interior is finished with wood floors and plaster 
walls and ceilings. The baseboards and door and window casings are of wood. 
On the first floor, curved wooden ogee molding surrounds the archway leading 
to the bay window. The first floor ceilings are decorated with elaborate 
plaster cornice moldings, while the second floor moldings are simpler. There 
are no fireplaces in the building, as coal stoves were used from its 
construction until the conversion to central heating. The second floor rooms 
have chimney flues beginning halfway up the wall, which are no longer in use. 

Few changes have been made to the main structure. The original wood shingle 
roof has been replaced with a modern asphalt shingle roof, and historically 
sensitive storm windows were installed on the exterior. On the interior, a 
door was installed in the master bedroom to provide access to the closet under 
the stairs in order to provide more storage space, and the southwest roo~ on 
the second floor was converted to a bathroom in the 1950s. These and any 
other minor alterations have been done with sensitivity to the historic 
fabric, and as a result the nineteenth-century portion of the building retains 
a great deal of historic integrity. 
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Attached to the western side of the main house is a rectangular one-and-one­
half-story addition. Parts of this addition are actually older than the main 
house. The original structure on the property was a circa 1830s one-room 
cabin, probably built by the first owner of the property. Originally 
measuring 18 by 24 feet, all that remains of the original cabin is the 
fieldstone foundation and the hand-hewn timber framing, which has been exposed 
on the interior. Extensively altered through the years, this portion of the 
house now extends approximately one foot beyond the main structure on both the 
north and south sides. Modern stone foundations carry the extensions. The 
exterior is clad in pine clapboards similar to those on the main structure. 
On the west side, the second-story wall is stepped out and surfaced with 
wooden shingles, with a gabled cut-out to accommodate the window and the roof 
of the adjoining breezeway. 

The gabled roof, set at right angles to the roof of the main house, is covered 
with asphalt shingling. On the south slope, two gabled dormers pierce the 
roof line, while two glass skylights are located on the north slope. A brick 
chimney rises from the center of the addition. Modern casement windows are 
located on the north and west elevations, while the south elevation, 
originally an open porch with stickwork support posts similar to those on the 
entry porch, has been enclosed with three sets of sliding glass doors. 

The interior of the addition has an open floor plan. A bathroom and kitchen 
occupy the north half, while a living room, extending into the enclosed porch, 
takes up the southern half. A narrow open stair winds up from the kitchen to 
the loft area above the southern half, which is open on one side and overlooks 
the kitchen. The original hand-hewn beams of the circa 1830s cabin are 
exposed in the kitchen and loft area. 

Extending from the addition is a narrow breezeway connected to a garage. Both 
are one-story structures with gabled roofs, the roof of the breezeway being 
slightly lower than that of the garage and the addition. Built of modern 
platform framing, both the breezeway and garage date from the 1950s. They are 
covered in clapboard and modern asphalt shingling to match the appearance of 
the main house. The north elevation has a door and double-hung window, while 
two casement windows are located on the south elevation. The garage has two 
swing-up type garage doors on the north elevation with a regular door to one 
side. 
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The original barn on the property, also thought to be constructed in the 
1830s, was a 32 by 42 foot gabled structure built to the west of the original 
cabin. Oral tradition suggests that the barn was built by local carpenter 
Samuel Tower, who built many of the early barns in the area. The original 
barn had hand-hewn timber framing. Later, an addition was built onto the barn 
on the east side, bringing it to its present size of 32 by 76 feet. The new 
portion also had timber framing, this time saw-milled, as evidenced by the 
reciprocating saw marks still visible on the beams. 

When the farm property was sold out of the family, the land on which the barn 
stood was sold separately, and for many years the barn was not part of the 
main property. In 1979, the current owners purchased that land, re-joining 
the barn and several of the original acres to the house. At that time the barn 
was structurally unstable. The owners reinforced and re-sided the barn, and 
converted the eastern portion into an office and studio. 

In its current configuration, the barn is a gabled structure with a lean-to 
addition on the rear. A three-quarter length, one-story porch is attached to 
the gable end on the east. Entry doors are located on the east and north 
elevations, with a roll-up garage door set into the center of the north wall 
and a barn-type sliding door located on the north side of the lean-to. 
Sliding windows are placed asymmetrically on the first floor of the north side 
and on the first and second floors of the east and south sides. The exterior 
is clad in shiplapped wooden siding, except the eastern half of the south 
wall, which has clapboard siding. 

The interior of the barn is divided into three sections. The eastern portion 
has been converted into office space, with a second floor for work and storage 
areas. The interior is finished with plank ceilings, wood-paneled walls, and 
wooden or carpeted floors. The center section, the earliest part of the barn, 
remains open to the ceiling, while to the rear the lean-to addition is only 
one story. These areas also have wood-paneled walls, but the floor is of 
poured concrete. Like the 1830s portion of the house, the post and lintel 
framing has been left exposed in the barn. 
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A owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or a gr~ve. 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object,or structure. 

F a commemorative property. 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the 
past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
ARCHITECTURE 

Period of Significance 1856 - 1882 

Significant Dates c. 1856 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
N/A 

Cultural Affiliation N/A 

Architect/Builder N/A 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property 
on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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Statement of Significance 

The Eli and Sidney Teeter Albertson House is a rare Victorian example of the 
!-house form in Oakland Township. The !-house was more characteristic of the 
pioneer-era (1830s to 1850s) domestic architecture of Oakland County and 
southeastern Michigan than of the region's later nineteenth-century 
architecture. House forms such as the !-house and New England Large, commonly 
found in the township's and county's surviving early architecture, reflect the 
New England and New York state origins of a majority of the area's early 
nineteenth-century settlers. The Albertson House, with its bracketed trim, 
appears to represent a later, Victorian-era continuation of one of the area's 
early characteristic house forms. 

Hist.orical Background and Significance 

In 1819, the first parcels of land in Oakland Township were sold, and by the 
late 1820s and early 1830s, a steady stream of immigrants was settling the 
township. On May 15, 1833, the parcel of land on which the Albertson House 
now stands was purchased direct from the government by Martin Coleman and his 
wife Mary. While there is no direct evidence for the date of construction, 
the existence of hand-hewn timber beams in house and barn suggests that 
Coleman constructed the original structures not long after the purchase of his 
property. There were no sawmills in the vicinity until 1836, so Coleman, like 
many other pioneer settlers, probably built his cabin using hand-hewn logs 
felled from his 160 acre property. The fieldstones for the cellar were most 
likely local, while mortar analysis indicates that the mortar was mixed from 
local sand from the nearby Paint Creek. The amount of work involved, and the 
need to also clear land in order to plant crops, necessitated a simple one­
room structure with a sleeping loft. The framing for this structure is now 
exposed on the interior, giving a general idea of the proportions of the 
original building. 

In 1845, Martin Coleman transferred 80 of his 160 acres, which included the 
existing structure, to Zenas Coleman, probably his son. Zenas Coleman, in 
addition to farming 80 acres, became the first pastor of the new First Baptist 
Church in nearby Rochester in 1855. Zenas resigned in 1857, and Martin took 
over as pastor from 1859 until his death in 1861. 
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In 1856, Zenas and Naomi Coleman sold their 80 acres to Eli Albertson and his 
wife, Sidney Teeter Albertson. Between their acquisition of the property and 
Eli Albertson's death in 1882, the Albertsons constructed extensive additions 
to the original cabin, including the current main structure. By this time, 
the township and its support industries were well-established, and the farm 
appeared to be productive enough that the Albertsons could afford to build a 
more elaborate farmhouse. 

Although a number of vernacular houses from the mid-nineteenth century survive 
in the area, the Albertson House is a relatively rare example of a decorated 
I-house form in Oakland Township. The I-house is one of several house types 
common to nineteenth-century vernacular housing in southeastern Michigan, 
including the New England Large, gable front, upright and wing, and the 
basilica plan or ''hen and chicks. 11 The side-gable house forms - the hall and 
parlor, one-and-one-half cottages, I-house and New England Large - are most 
common in the area's pre-Civil War architecture, with few built after the 
1850s. These house types were often ''dressed" in Greek Revival decorative 
elements such as wide frieze boards, cornice returns, and corner pilasters. 
What sets the Albertson house apart from earlier examples is its wealth of 
Victorian trim. 

In the mid-nineteenth century and later, the abundance of wood and the 
development of wood-working machinery led to greater availability of sawn 
wooden trim. It was relatively inexpensive to ''dress up" a plain house with 
wooden. brackets and appliques. In Oakland Township, such wooden trim is seen 
primarily on Gothic Revival and Italianate houses. The decorative elements on 
the Albertson House have much in common with those of the Gothic Revival 
houses at 2725 Clarkston Road and 575 Letts Road. While different in form, 
these houses have steeply pitched gables, flattened ogee arches, stick work 
porches, and spiral brackets very similar to those of the Albertson House. It 
may be that a local carpenter produced the decorative elements for these 
houses and others that have not survived. 

The Albertsons• farm prospered for nearly 30 years, and their daughters 
married into well-known local families. After Eli Albertson's death in 1882, 
the farm eventually passed to his youngest daughter Carrie May and her husband 
Harvey Crissman. They planted apple trees on the 80 acres, and the farm 
became known as Crissman Orchards, with the produce being sold locally and at 
the Eastern Market in Detroit. 
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In 1949, most of the 80 acres were platted into lots, bearing the name 
'Crissman subdivision', and sold off for development. While only a few 
orchard trees remain on the nominated property, many survive on the new lots, 
and rows of them can still be seen from the road as one passes up Sheldon. 
After 1949, ownership of the house passed out of the family, although the 
property is still known by the Crissman name to local residents. Subsequent 
owners made extensive alterations to the additions and the landscape, but all 
have respected the historic character of the main house. 

Today, the setting for the house remains rural, but encroachment from nearby 
Rochester is not far away. Despite a century and a half of change all around, 
the main house remains as a well-preserved example of Victorian vernacular 
architecture in Oakland Township. Its appearance and fabric retain an 
excellent degree of historic integrity. Although the original cabin and its 
additions have seen extensive alterations over time, the owners have always 
attempted to harmonize with the main structure through the use of similar 
materials and consistent colors, and to minimize the impact on the historic 
fa9ade. The current owners are dedicated to the preservation of the building, 
and during their tenure have rejoined the land with several of the surrounding 
acres from the original property. 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 
============================================================================== 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on 
one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS) NONE 
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 

requested. 
previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National Register 
designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data 
State Historic Preservation Office 
Other State agency 
Federal agency 

X Local government 
University 
Other 

Name of repository : Rochester, Michigan Public Library 

============================================================================== 
10. Geographical Data 
============================================================================== 
Acreage of Property 4.9 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
1 17 325920 4733230 3 
2 4 

See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a 
continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a 
continuation sheet.) 
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Verbal Boundary Description: 

The property consists of two adjoining parcels and is bounded on the north by 
lot 9 of the Crissman Orchards Subdivision, on the east by Sheldon Road, on 
the south by Snell Road, and on the west by the adjoining property. The legal 
descriptions of the parcels are as follows: 

Parcel A (including house and barn): Township 4 North, Range 11 East, Section 
26. Part of the northwest quarter beginning at the center of the section 
line, thence N 89-57-25 W 493.20 feet, thence N 00-55-00 W 229.10 feet, thence 
s 89-01-00 E 493.60 feet, thence S 00-52-00 E 221 feet. 

Parcel B: Township 4 North, Range 11 East, Section 26. Crissman Orchards 
Subdivision, Lot 10. 

Verbal Boundary Justification: 

The boundary includes the entire property held by the current owners of the 
historic house and barn. All of the land was part of the original farm as it 
existed during the tenancy of the Colemans, the Albertsons and the Crissmans. 
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============================================================================== 
11. Form Prepared By 
============================================================================== 
name/title ____ ~R~u~t=h=-=E~·~M=i=l=l~s~-------------------------------------------------

organization Consultant date 2 August 2002 

street & number 7228 Flamingo telephone 810-794-9609 

city or town~~A~l~g~o~n~a~c~------------------ state_Ml_ zip code 48001 

============================================================================== 
Additional Documentation 
============================================================================== 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage 

or numerous resources. 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

============================================================================== 
Property Owner 
============================================================================== 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 
name Dr. Ralph M. Grant 

street & number 4480 Sheldon Road 

city or town __ ~R~o~c~h~e==s~t~e=r~-------------------------
48306 

telephone -------------------
state MI zip code 

============================================================================== 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for 
applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list 
properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is 
required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic 
Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is 
estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the 
form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this 
form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, 
P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and 
Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503 
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State of Michigan 
John Engler, Governor 

Department of History, Arts and Libraries 
Dr. William M. Anderson, Director 

October 22, 2002 

Ms. Carol D. Shull, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street, N. W., gth Floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Ms Shull: 

State Historic Preservation Office 

Michigan Historical Center 
717 W. Allegan Street 

P.O. Box 30740 
Lansing, Ml 48909-8240 

517/373-1630 

Enclosed are national register nomination materials for the Eli and Sidney Teeter Albertson 
House in Oakland County, Michigan. This property is being submitted for listing in the national 
register. No written comments concerning this nomination were submitted to us prior to the 
submission of this nomination to you. 

Questions concerning this nomination may be addressed to Robert 0. Christensen, National 
Register Coordinator, by phone at 517/335-2719 or by e-mail at ChristensenRO@michigan.gov. 

Brian D. Conway 
State Historic Preservat n Officer 

BDC:roc 




