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1. Name of Property 
historic name Eaton, Crane & Pike Company Factory (preferred) 
other nanries/site number T e r r y C l o c k Company F a c t o r y 

2. Location 
street & number 75 Sou th Church S t r e e t N / A I not for publication 

city, town P i t t s f i e l d N ̂ AI vicinity 

state Massachusetts code MA county Berkshire code 0 0 3 zip code 0 1 2 0 2 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

f x l private 

I I public-local , , 

I I public-State -ŷ .̂  

I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 

I I building(s) 

district 

• site 

I I structure 

I I object 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
N /A 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 

8 1 buildings 

sites 

"" ' structures 

objects 

8 1 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 0 

4. State/Federai Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying official ExAdutive D irec tor , Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission; 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

[ ^ e n t e r e d in the National Register. 

I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National 

Register. See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register, 

n other, (explain:) 

Entered In the  
National Begiater ^jMf ̂; ̂ ^̂ ^ 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Eaton, Crane & Pike Company Factory, P i t t s f i e l d , Massachusetts 
6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

I n d u s t r y / M a n u f a c t u r i n g F a c i l i t y Work i n Progress 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation Stone, Concrete, Rubble Stone  
Late Victorian ^^1,^ Brick, Wood, Metal, Aluminum Siding 

roof Asphalt, Slate, Iron 
other Steel, Granite, Limestone 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 
The Eaton, Crane & Pike Company buildings are an interconnected complex of 
brick and wood-frame structures of three to eight stories in height, located 
along the northern edge of the West Branch of the Housatonic River in 
P i t t s f i e l d , Massachusetts. The buildings span a period of construction from 
1883 to 1967. The factory formerly marked the boundary between a residential 
area to the north, east, and south of modest housing, and the railroad yards 
to the west. Today, however, much of this housing to the north and east has 
been replaced by parking lots and modern single-story commercial buildings. 
L i t t l e remains of the ra i l yards to the west, except for an occasional 
weed-strewn spur track and a freight depot. The only remaining late 
19th-century housing (not part of this nomination) is located to the south, 
along Worthington Street and Worthington Place. 

The oldest building, and i t s most architecturally distinguished component, is 
the so-called "clock-tower" building. Building No. 1, erected in 1883. The 3 
1/2-story gable-roof structure has a simple rectangular plan with a central 
stairtower along the street facade. The tower displays a mansard roof topped 
with a flagpole and ornamental iron cresting. Facing the street from the 
front face of the tower is a large clock, probably erected by the f i r s t 
occupants, the Terry Clock Company. A 20th century pedimented entry porch 
marks the center entrance on the tower. Typical of the construction of the 
time, the building is constructed of slow-burning heavy timber construction 
with exterior brick bearing walls. Uniform segmental arched windows feature 
granite s i l l s , although the original windows were replaced in a recent 
renovation of the building with pairs of double-hung aluminum sash. The 
building s i ts on a rubblestone foundation. The cornice, the most elaborate of 
any of the buildings in the complex, is int r icate and features brick 
corbell ing. Sixteen dormer windows l igh t the a t t ic spaces. At an early date, 
these were changed to their present configuration with shallow-pitched roofs, 
and today they are sheathed with aluminum siding. On the east (Worthington 
Street) facade of the building, a steel f i r e stair has been constructed. Two 
rows of wooden columns comprise the open in ter ior , although modern off ice 
features have been applied in some areas. Sandblasted and silicone-treated 
brick walls and sandblasted wood columns are extant on the second f loor . 

fx ] See continuation sheet 
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Building No. 2 i s also thought to have been constructed about 1883. Although 
o r i g i n a l l y a two-story wood-frame gable-roofed structure with dormers, the 
roof was raised about 1905 to give the bui ld ing a f u l l t h i r d s tory . 
Or ig ina l ly sided in clapboard, the ex is t ing ver t i ca l - r ibbed metal s iding 
covers every other window opening. Aluminum 4/4 double-hung windows have 
replaced the or ig ina l double-hung wood sash. The i n t e r i o r remains largely as 
i t was constructed, with two rows of wood columns supporting exposed wood 
beams. 

Bui lding No. 3, large ly hidden from view by l a te r bui ldings b u i l t around i t , 
i s today the core of the Interconnected complex of m i l l bu i ld ings. Of heavy 
timber construct ion with br ick bear ing-wal ls , the ea r l i es t port ion of the 
bui ld ing was constructed in 1900, perpendicular to the western end of the 
or ig ina l clock-tower bu i l d ing . Bui lding No. 1 . Not long a f t e r , i t was 
extended to the south, and i t s westernmost bay was added In 1905. Seven bays 
of th is facade are v i s i b le today, exposing 6/6 wooden sash on the two lower 
f l o o r s . The top ( t h i r d ) f l o o r window openings have been replaced with smaller 
double-hung aluminum sash and br ick i n f i l l placed around them. Steel 15/15 
sash i s employed on the east w a l l . 

Bui lding No. 4 was constructed In 1904-5 of three-story heavy-timber 
construct ion and ex ter io r br ick bear ing-wal ls. I t i s connected to Buildings 
Nos. 1 and 2 by the br ick cross-walk. Like Bui lding No. 3 I t features 6/6 
double-hung sash wi th in brick-arched segmental openings above granite s i l l s . 
The shallow-pitched roof Is o r ig ina l with pro ject ing r a f t e r s . The second 
f l oo r on the east side shows smaller single s i x - l i g h t window openings. On the 
I n t e r i o r , two rows of painted wood columns comprise the open spaces. The 
crosswalk divides the f i r s t f l oo r in to two separate sect ions. The bui ld ing 
s i t s on a concrete and rock foundation. 

Bui ld ing No. 5, completed in 1967, is the l a t e s t part of the complex to be 
constructed, as a seven-story steel-frame indus t r ia l structure with a concrete 
f l oo r slab and metal cur ta in wa l l s . The north facade has two steel loading 
doors beneath f i ve pairs of modern hopper-type windows. 

Bui lding No. 7, completed In 1902-3, with a westward extension in 1912, l i k e 
Bui lding No. 2, is a three-story bui ld ing of heavy timber construct ion. 
Or ig ina l ly clad in i ron sheets for f i r e p ro tec t ion , the bui ld ing is today 
sheathed in a modern ribbed metal s id ing , covering over every other window 
opening. Aluminum 4/4 double-hung sash have replaced the or ig ina l wood-sash 
windows. The bui ld ing has a shallow pitched roof and s i t s on a concrete 
foundation. 

Bui lding No. 8 was constructed in 1902. The wood-frame and brick bearing-wall 
st ructure s i t s on an ashlar limestone foundation with a f l a t roof . F la t 

(continued) 
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limestone s i l l s and l i n t e l s frame the or ig ina l 20/20 double-hung sash, 
altnough the two upper f loors display 2/2 sasn. Several windows openings on 
the f i r s t f loor are i n f i l l e d with b r i ck . Four rows of wood columns comprise 
the I n t e r i o r , along with f in ished o f f i c e spaces. The bui ld ing provided the 
main o f f i c e for the m i l l a f te r i t was completed. 

Bui lding No. 9, tne bo i le r house, was b u i l t in the period between 1905 and 
1938. The s ingle-story bui ld ing i s the only part of the pre-1939 complex to 
employ steel-frame construct ion. A monitor roof runs the length of the 
bu i ld ing . Interrupted by a stepped f i r e w a l l . Segmental-arcned brick openings 
display 6/6 wooden sash and granite s i l l s , though larger garage-Day openings 
have steel l i n t e l s . The p lan t ' s chimney s t i l l r ises from the western end of 
the s t ruc ture , which s i t s on a concrete foundation. 

Bui lding No. 12, completed in 1921, is much the largest of the bui ldings 
wi th in the complex. B u i l t of heavy-timber construct ion with exter ior brick 
bearing wa l l s , tne structure is f i ve stor ies high on the north side of the 
bui ld ing and seven stor ies on the south. The northwest and northeast orick 
roof houses f re igh t elevator machinery. The facades are mostly comprised of 
20 and 25- l ign t steel sash between orick buttresses which d iv ide the bui ld ing 
in to 23 bays, although the two pairs of end-most bays beneath the elevator 
housings are delineated by pairs of buttresses. A br ick corbeled cornice, 
l i ke that on the or ig ina l clock-tower bu i ld ing , ornaments the roof l i n e . On 
the i n t e r i o r , cast - i ron columns on the two lower f l o o r s , and four rows of 
painted wood columns on the upper f loo rs provide structure support fo r the 
large open spaces. The bui ld ing was b u i l t as an open-plan warehouse for 
incoming paper suppl ies. In l a t e r years, pa r t i cu la r l y a f te r the structure was 
l inked to the main m i l l by Bui lding No. 5 in 1967-68, other uses were 
developed for some of the spaces, and par t i t i ons were added on several 
f l oo r s . Wood s ta i rs enclosed in br ick shafts ex is t in the southeast and 
southwest corners of the bu i ld ing . The or ig ina l east wall windows were 
replaced with concrete block when Bui ld ing No. 5 was erected, and two openings 
per f l oo r were created to provide access between the two bu i ld ings. 

The complex has been in a single use for tne manufacture of paper from short ly 
a f te r i t s construction un t i l the Sheaffer Eaton d iv is ion moved out in 1987. 
Consequently i t successful ly represents the evolut ion of a single indus t r ia l 
complex to the changing needs of the paper industry in P i t t s f i e l d . In 1989 
Clock Tower Associates began conversion of the bu i ld ing as a development 
housing commercial and l i g h t i ndus t r ia l uses. One of the largest uses 
planned, i n s t a l l a t i o n of tne Eagle Publishing Company in to Bui lding No. 12, 
w i l l continue the association of the paper industry with the complex. 

(cont inued) 





Eaton, Crane & Pike Company Fac to ry , P i t t s f i e l d , Massachusetts 

8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally I I statewide locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria P^A I I B H ^ C I jP 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ^ A O B Q c Q F I I G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

Architecture 1883-1939 1883, 1893 
Industry 1908 

1921 
Cultural Affiliation  

N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
N/A N/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Eaton, Crane & Pike Company complex, constructed between 1883 and 1967, 
possesses integri ty of location, design, materials, workmanship, and " 
association. The original factory (Building No. 1) is architecturally 
signif icant in P i t ts f ie ld as a prominent example of a Late Victorian brick 
factory with a central Mansard clock and stairtower. I ts later expansion 
exemplifies the success of the stationery company in adopting to the growing 
demand for i t s product and the changing technology of the Industry. The 
factory is h istor ical ly signif icant both for i t s role in the history of the 
paper industry, and for i t s associations with the economic l i f e of 
P i t t s f i e ld . The company's founder, Arthur Eaton (1852-1934), was the f i r s t to 
conceive the plan of mass-producing stationery for the general public, and by 
the 1920s, Eaton, Crane & Pike was reputed the largest concern in the country 
devoted exclusively to stationery manufacture. The company also played a 
major role in the growth of the c i t y . From i t s organization only two years 
after the incorporation of P i t t s f ie ld as a c i t y , the company grew rapidly to 
become the c i t y ' s second largest employer for much of the early 20th century, ' 
mirroring the growth of the c i ty in which i t was located. I ts period of 
significance spans the years of the factory's construction in 1883 to 1939. 
The Eaton, Crane & Pike Company Factory meets c r i te r ia A and C of the National 
Register of Historic Places on the local level . 

P i t ts f ie ld is located near the northern end of the Housatonic River Valley, an 
agricultural region in the middle of the Berkshire h i l l s of western 
Massachusetts. In addition, i t s location at the confluence of two branches of 
the Housatonic River made i t an early trading vil lage for the region. After 
the American Revolution, P i t t s f ie ld ' s growth to become the leading 
municipality of western Massachusetts was in large part due both to the water 
power available from the Housatonic and for her location at a major ra i l 
intersection. In the last half of the 19th century, her location on three 
major ra i l lines (the Boston & Albany; the New Haven's Housatonic Division; 
and the New York Central's Harlem extension) gave i t transportation 

: [ x ] See continuation sheet . ' 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Eaton, Crance & Pike Company Facrnrv. Pi t-tc;f j H ^ M̂ Qĉ r-h..ô .-.-. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
Fxl preliminary determination of Individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested ^ ^ ^ ^ #11175 MA 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
CH designated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
[ 3 State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
• other 
Specify repository: 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of property 6.64 a r rps 

UTM References 
A U L J I ^ ^ 31 Q 6I d 

Zone Easting 

C L J U I I I I i I I 

I 4i 7| Oi Ol 6i Oi Ol 
Northing 

J L 

B J L 
Zone Easting 

D I I I I I I 

J L J L 

J L 

Northing 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The boundaries of the nominated property are those of Lot 6, Block 7, shown on the 

P i t t s f i e l d Assessors map, sheet G8. (see Assessors map, attached.) 

[ 1 See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The nominated boundary i s the property boundary that has h i s t o r i c a l l y been associated 
with the complex. 

I I See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
nameAitle Peter H. S t o t t w i t h Betsy F r i e d b e r g , N a t i o n a l Regis ter D i r e c t o r  
organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission Hatfl August 27, 1989 
street & m.mhAr 8" boy l s ton S t ree t 

city or town Boston 
telephone (617) 727-8470 
state MA zip code 02116 
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connections rivaling any community in the state. Lemuel Pomeroy (1778-1849), 
a native of Connecticut, was one of the key industrialists in this period, 
developing much of the Housatonic waterpower. Between 1816 and 1846, his 
musket shop was one of a handful of private factories turning out firearms for 
the U.S. government; and the woolen mills he incorporated in 1814 became one 
of Pittsfield's largest employers.^ Pomeroy's grandson, Silas H. Pomeroy 
(1856-1931)2 was the Silas who in August 1883 sold E.D.G. Jones and S.N. 
Russell the property on which the present Eaton, Crane & Pike Company factory 
was built.3 

Solomon N. Russell (1822-1899) and Edward D.G. Jones (1824-1904) were both 
self-made industrialists who had already established thriving Industries of 
their own. With his brother, Russell had built the large and successful 
woolen factory of the Russell Manufacturing Company in 1863; Jones, a 
manufacturer of paper mill machinery in East Lee, and later Pittsfield, was 
also a successful mill contractor. Together Jones and Russell built 
Pittsfield's Central Block, hi 1880 the two combined with Cornelius E. Terry 
to bring the clock business to Pittsfield. The original Terry Clock Company 
had been founded by C.E. Terry's grandfather, EH Terry (1772-1852), who about 
1814 had perfected a shelf clock with wooden works. The "Terry Clock" sold in 
large numbers. The company moved from Waterbury, Connecticut to Pittsfield as 
a result of the invention in 1879 by Pittsfield native George H. Bliss of a 
device for sending and receiving telephone signals operated by a clockwork 
device attached to each Instrument. Jones was president of the newly 
organized company; Jones was clerk and treasurer; Terry was superintendent; 
and Bliss, along with Jones and Russell, was a director. Initi a l l y the firm 
was located in leased space in the new Kellogg Steam Power Company building, 
but in 1883 the company moved into the new building built by Russell and 
Jones. From the factory on the second floor of the present Building No. 1 the 
Terry Clock Company produced about 150 different styles of clocks as well as 
telephone signals. Clock movements were assembled on the second floor, and 
clocks were finished on the third. In the 2 1/2 story wood-frame building to 
the rear (today's Building No. 2), clock cases manufactured on the second 
floor were varnished in the attic. The factory at the time was considered to 
be the best equipped factory of its kind in the country, capable of turning 
out 350 clocks a day, manufactured by 120 employees. The company was 
reorganized five years later as the Russell & Jones Clock Company. The clock 
company seems to have had a tenuous existence, however. Its principal 
partners, Russell and Jones, both had larger, outside Pittsfield interests; by 
1891 Terry had moved to Worcester; and the clock company had closed by 1892, 
possibly associated with the business depression of that year. 

Occupant of the f i r s t floor during this early period was the Pittsfield Tack 
Company. The concern had been organized in 1875 by Jabez Peck and George 
Dutton. Like the clock company, they, too, had originally been located in the 

(continued) 
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Kellogg Steam Power Building until moving into the Terry Clock Company 
building in January 1884. Pittsfield Tack produced all kinds of tacks and 
small nails, and employed about twenty-five hands. The company's tack 
machines and packaging operations were in the main building; to the rear, in 
what is today Building No. 2, they used the f i r s t floor to make tack boxes. 

The building remained vacant for nearly a year, until in August 1893 the 
property was purchased by Arthur W. Eaton for the newly organized Hurl but 
Stationery Company.̂  

The Hurl but Paper Company was over seventy years old when the stationery 
company located in Pittsfield. The paper company had been organized in 1822 
by Thomas Hurlbut (1794-1861) and Charles M. Owen (1794-1870).5 The 
original partnership dissolved in 1856, but the Hurlbut company was continued 
by Thomas 0. Hurlbut who undertook a complete modernization program with a new 
mill completed in 1872. In 1882, Hurlbut hired a new general manager, Arthur 
W. Eaton (1852-1934). Born in Nova Scotia, Eaton had come to New England ten 
years before. His early work for a Boston dry-goods firm may have made the 
new Hurlbut manager aware of the demand for fine stationery. Eaton assisted 
in the reorganization of the company, and in 1890, the Hurlbut Paper 
Manufacturing Company introduced "Author's Linen," a fine quality stationery 
called "one of the most unique developments of the paper maker's art". 

The success of the new line of stationery led to the decision to organize a 
branch company to manufacture the product of the Hurlbut mill into 
stationery. Cramped for space in South Lee, the stationery making operations 
were moved to the former Terry Clock Company Building in Pittsfield in 1893. 
The following year, the branch operations were formally organized as the 
Hurlbut Stationery Company, with Charles C. Holcombe, President; Arthur W. 
Eaton, Treasurer and General Manager; and William A. Pike, Vice President. 
Pike was one of founders of a New York stationery firm. Pike & Hard, one of 
Hurlbut Paper's good customers and one of the leading stationery manufacturers 
of the time. Arrangements were made to purchase the business, which was moved 
to Pittsfield with all of its employees and machinery. William A. Pike, who 
remained with the company until his retirement in 1922, was for many years 
responsible for the design of the different product lines.6 At its start in 
1894, the new company had had forty employees; within five years, the company 
had expanded its work force to nearly 200 men and women. 

The f i r s t major challenge to the stationery company was the arrival of the 
American Writing Paper Company in 1899, a large trust which acquired paper 
mills all over New England. Among its acquisitions was the Hurlbut Paper 
Manufacturing Company and its offspring, the Hurlbut Stationery Company. The 
trust, however, had no use for the stationery company and planned to close 
i t . Eaton responded by offering to purchase the stock on hand and to lease 

(continued) 
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the buildings and machinery from the trust for a term of three years. In the 
meantime, he organized a new company, the Eaton-Hurl but Paper Company, which 
successfully purchased the complex a short time late.^ 

The new company introduced "Eaton's Highland Linen" and in 1902 became the 
f i r s t stationery firm to plan a nationwide advertising campaign. As orders 
for the new stationery poured in, the company continued to expand its plant. 
Eaton had been responsible for the formation of the Berkshire Typewriter Paper 
Company in 1894;̂  probably about the same time he encouraged the paper 
box-making firm of Sisson & Robinson to relocate to the old wood-frame tack 
making shop behind the stationery firm, where the box makers manufactured the 
paper boxes in which the Hurlbut stationery was packaged. In 1901 both firms 
were purchased by Eaton Hurlbut, and in rapid succession new facilities were 
added to the South Church Street complex: Building No. 3, then approximately 
50 X 100 feet and iron-clad, was added in 1900 as a paper storehouse; i t was 
extended south another 80 feet by 1905, when the westernmost bay was also 
added; Building No. 8 was added in 1902 for new office space on the second and 
third floors. A third floor was added to Sisson & Robinson's old box shop 
(Building No. 2) and a new and larger paper box shop was built to the rear 
(Building No. 7), also iron clad for fire protection. By 1905, the company 
employed 450 people. 

An infusion of new capital and new markets occurred in 1908 with the 
acquisition of a major interest in the firm by members of the Crane Paper 
Company of Dalton. Crane had long been manufacturing high-quality stationery 
for the carriage trade, while Eaton Hurlbut had concentrated on the rapidly 
expanding middle-income market. Both companies, urged on by the marriage that 
year of Arthur Eaton's daughter to Winthrop Murray Crane, Jr., saw they had a 
common Interest in coordinating their activities. Eaton Hurlbut was 
reorganized that year as the Eaton, Crane & Pike Company, with Zenas, Charles 
K. and Winthrop M. Crane Jr. joining Arthur W. Eaton, his son William H. 
Eaton, and William A. Pike as directors. 

The company continued to expand in the following two decades, as new factories 
were purchased in 1908, 1913 and 1924. After World War I , air mail paper was 
added to the company's products. The largest single addition to the complex 
was completed in 1920-1921 opposite Building No. 3. The warehouse known as 
Building No. 12 was built perpendicular to the main plant in order to take 
advantage of a spur track from the Boston & Albany Railroad, whose mainline 
was close by the property. South Church Street at that time ran between the 
two sections of the plant (see 1938 Sanborn insurance detail), and the two 
buildings were connected by a tunnel and passageways above the street. By 
1929, the firm daily consumed 25 carloads of fine writing paper in the 
manufacture of note and letter papers, envelopes, tablets, and cards. Three 
carloads of finished product were shipped out nationwide, the firm employing 

(contined) 
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1500 persons with warehouse facilities in New York, Boston, Philadelphia, 
Cleveland, Chicago, Kansas City, New Orleans and San Francisco. A Canadian 
manufacturing branch was located in Toronto. 

With the coming of the Depression, the company undertook a substantial 
retrenchment. As modern transportation now brought most retail outlets to 
within a few days of Pittsfield, the company sold its far-flung warehouse 
network. And although the Cranes s t i l l maintained their place on the board of 
directors, the firm's name was shortened to the Eaton Paper Corporation in 
1934. "Prinscript," a personalized die-stamping of stationery to meet 
individual customers' requests, was introduced in 1936. The 1930s and 1940s 
were also a period of diversification for the firm as i t sought to expand the 
demand for Eaton products. The purchase of Laura Lee Linder, Inc., a New York 
City manufacturer of leather writing desk accessories, in 1935 was followed 
after the war by the acquisition of Nascon Products, a maker of leather bound 
books. Sales, however, decHoed in the 1950s, as social letter writing, and 
in particular the use of fine papers, declined. In 1959 the company was 
purchased by the Providence, Rhode Island silver makers, the Gorham Company. 

Under Gorham's management, plant operations were rationalized. In 1962, the 
company purchased a 1.3 acre parcel of land from the railroad giving the 
company for the f i r s t time access to all sides of their receiving and shipping 
facility (Building No. 12).^^ The advantages of this purchase were further 
built upon in 1966, as the company planned its last major expansion, a 
million-dollar addition to connect the plant's two main buildings. At that 
time South Church Street s t i l l separated Building Nos. 3 and 12, imposing a 
bottleneck on plant operations. Shipping and receiving took place in Building 
No. 12 and manufacturing took place in the plant to the east. The new 
steel-frame building, completed in 1967 after a portion of South Church Street 
had been acquired from the city, linked the two plants at every level.^2 
Under Gorham's management, in the f i r s t six years, sales doubled.^3 jn 
1965, a manufacturer of school supplies, the Camp Manufacturing Company of 
Baltimore, was added to the Eaton group. 

In 1967 the Gorham Company itself was purchased by the Providence 
conglomerate, Textron. Textron's purchase of the W.A. Sheaffer Pen Company of 
Fort Madison, Iowa eventually led to the merger of the two companies in 1976 
as the Sheaffer Eaton division of Textron. In February 1987, noting that the 
stationery business had been declining for years, Textron put its Sheaffer 
Eaton division up for sale, announcing that the production of stationery at 
its South Church Street plant would be discontinued that summer. In July 
1987, about a month after work stopped at South Church Street, the Sheaffer 
Eaton division was purchased by a Swiss Investment bank, Gefinor USA. The 
former Eaton Paper Corporation property was purchased by the present owners. 
Clock Tower Associates, in December 1987 for development as a mixed-use 
industrial/commercial project.^^ 

(continued) 
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The Eaton, Crane & Pike Company complex thus represents the evolving paper 
industry in Pittsfield. From a small, innovative paper company, Eaton, Crane 
& Pike grew to become a major player in the economic life of Pittsfield, a 
role i t held until its closing in 1987. Within the industry a forerunner in 
the manufacture of fine stationery, i t was the first to apply a modern 
marketing strategy to the sale of its product. But Eaton's stationery, 
designed for newly emerging vast middle-class, was also a product of its 
time. Only as social stationery declined in importance did the company lose 
its competitive edge, as much a victim of societal changes in the last quarter 
of the 20th century, as i t was both creator and creature of those changes in 
the first quarter. 

(end) 
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ENDNOTES 

1 Joseph Ward Lewis, "Berkshire Men of Worth: Lemuel Pomeroy," Berkshire 
Eagle 26 February, 4 March 1936. Scrapbook Collection, Berkshire Athenaeum, 
Pittsfield. 

2 "Silas Harris Pomeroy," Berkshire Eagle 18 September 1931, p. 12. 

3 Berkshire County Registry of Deeds: Record Book 250, pp. 314-315. 

4 Berkshire County Registry of Deeds: Record Book 284, p. 517. Eaton sold 
the property to the Hurlbut Stationery Company a year later recorded in Record 
Book 292, p. 265. 

5 The new company assumed ownership of a South Lee paper mill begun by 
Samuel Church in 1806, a date sometimes confused with the startup date of the 
company. 

6 "William A. Pike," Berkshire Eagle 13 July 1927, p. 8. 

7 Pittsfield Sun, 31 August 1899. The Sun noted approvingly that as the new 
company was capitalized at $100,000 -- $40,000 more than the old stationery 
company had been -- i t would have a substantially greater working capital, 
thus allowing i t greater production capacity, more business, and greater 
prosperity for Pittsfield. 

8 "Arthur W. Eaton," Berkshire Eagle 30 November 1934, p. 1. 

9 Principals of the box shop were Charles H. Robinson (1838-1918) and Harry 
D. Sisson (1863-1938), later mayor of Pittsfield (1902-03). See obituaries: 
Berkshire Eagle 6 August 1918 and 4 November 1938. With the reorganization of 
the business in 1899, Harry Sisson was made a director of the company. 

0̂ Stone, History of Massachusetts Industries, vol. 2, pp. 105-106. 

11 Berkshire Eagle 29 May 1962. 

12 Berkshire Eagle 17 October 1966. 

13 Berkshire Eagle 28 December 1965. 

14 Berkshire Eagle 27 February, 11 April, 14 July, 24 December 1987. 
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Eaton, Crane & Pike Company Factory 

(Terry Clock Company Factory) 

75 South Church St reet , P i t t s f i e l d , MA 01202 

DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

Bidg. NdBe/Orig. function Date Additions Material Contrib./Non contrib. 

1 Clock Tower Bldg. 1883 br ick/ t imber frame cont r ibu t ing 

2 Box shop C.1883 1905 frame cont r ibut ing 

3 Paper storehouse 1900 c.1903-05 br ick/ t imber frame cont r ibu t ing 

8 Off ice 1902 br ick/ t imber frame cont r ibut ing 

7 New box shop 1902-03 1912 frame con t r ibu t i ng 

4 Mach. St Carp, shops 1904-05 br ick/ t imber frame cont r ibut ing 

12 Warehouse 1921 br ick/ t imber frame con t r ibu t i ng 

12A Loading Dock 1921 frame/stucco siding demol1 shed 

9 Boi ler house C.1925 br ick /s tee l frame cont r ibu t ing 

5 (Connectox) 1967 steel frame non-contr ibut ing 
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