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1. Name of Property 
historic name Woodcock Garr i son House H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
other names/site number Woodcock-Hatch-Maxcy House H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t ( p r e t e r r e d ) 

2. Location 
N/A I not for publication street & number 362 Nor th Washington S t r ee t 
N/A I vicinity city, town Nor th A t t l ebo rough 

state Massachusetts code MA county B r i s t o l code 005 zip code 02760 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
1 3 private 
I I public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 
I I building(s) 
f x ] district 
I I site 
I I structure 
I I object . ' 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

1 
Noncontributing 

2 buildings 
0 sites 

structures 
objects 

2 Total 
Name of related multiple property listing: 

N/A 
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0 

4. State/Federai Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my,opinion, the property S meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

\ j d ^y^ A —- , 
" " • ~ :iVfe D i r Signature of certifying official Executi^>^ D i r e c t o r Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 

Stare H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

Date--\ Commission, 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Parle Service Certification t ^n t j red I n the 
I , 111 I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register. 
I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National 
Register. | ^ See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register. 
I I other, (explain:) 

Rational Beglstas 

V 

ature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Woodcock Garrison House H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , North Attleborough, Massachusetts 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

D o m e s t i c / S i n g l e d w e l l i n g ; H o t e l 

Commerce/Restaurant 
Education/School 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
R e c r e a t i o n / M u s e u m 

Fune ro ry/Ceme t e r y 

Government/Post O f f i c e 

Funerary/Cemetery 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

c o l o n i a l / P o s t medieval English 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

Stone, Granite foundation  
walls Wood S h i n g l e 

roof Cedar Shingle 

other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Woodcock Garrison Historic District comprises 2.1 acres located at the 
junction of North Washington Street (Route lA) and East Washington Street 
(Route 1) in the northern part of the town of North Attleborough, 
Massachusetts, a town 31 miles southwest of Boston on the Rhode Island 
border. Providence, Rhode Island is located 12 miles to the south. The 
neighborhood surrounding the district is comprised of a mixture of single and 
multi-family residences and some commercial properties across the street. 

The two-story, plank-framed Woodcock Garrison House faces southeast recessed 
from the street about 75 feet on a level lot of 1 3/4 acres that is roughly 
triangular-shaped and bordered by North Washington Street on the southeast, 
the Ten Mile River on the southwest, and by residential house lots on the 
northeast. A stream, flowing across the backyard of the property leads to the 
river, dividing the parcel into two sections. The front parcel contains the 
house, small schoolhouse (moved to the site in 1967), and gardening shed; the 
rear parcel is undeveloped. The district boundaries also include a cemetery. 
This cemetery, associated with the Woodcocks and subsequent families who lived 
in the house, lies southeast across the street from the house on the corner of 
North Washington Street (Massachusetts Route lA) and East Washington Street 
(Massachusetts Route 1). 

The Woodcock Garrison house is the major building of this nomination. Though 
i t is now thought not to be a garrison, i t is so named because i t has been 
known by that name in recent oral history.* The plank-framed, 2 1/2 -story 
building has retained its two room floor plan, half cellar and large masonry 
mass on the gable end that was a design studied and sketched by architectural 
historian Norman Isham in 1895. (Isham) This regional building type is 
commonly called the stone ender. 

*Many North Attleborough residents s t i l l believe i t to be the original 
garrison, but i t is more likely to have been built by John Daggett, owner of 
the historic Woodcock Garrison and other secondary buildings on the site until 
1722. 

[x\See continuation sheet 



1O40M ommnmni. lastmi 

United States Department of the Interfor 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Woodcock Garrison House H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , 

Section number ^ Page ^ North Attleborough, Massachusetts 

The building is sheathed in cedar shingles, and is gable ended, measuring 28 
feet at the gable end and 22 feet on the eaves side. The granite cellar has a 
poured concrete floor and granite stone walls that have been recently 
mortared. The cellar extends across the full width of the building, which is 
two rooms wide, and under only the front half of the house. The rear part of 
the foundation is about eight feet thick, with the cellar stairs of stone 
coming through the thickness of the wall. The moderately pitched 
cedar-shingled roof has one chimney inset about a foot from the rear gable. 
Although stone-enders usually have the chimney and masonry end of the building 
exposed, the Woodcock Garrison house is covered with shingles on the brick end 
and there is a one-foot space between the masonry and the wall. The narrow 
space is accessible from the chamber on the second floor and is open in the 
attic chamber. The north, south, and west walls of the house are solid plank 
while the east gable end is a studded wall. 

Ornamentation on the building's exterior is limited to wedge-shaped headers on 
the second story and attic windows, on the principal facade, and diamond-paned 
casement windows on the first floor of the principal and north facades. Other 
windows have simple boxed frames. 

The house is oriented with its gable-end main facade facing North Washington 
Street. The main facade is four bays wide with the door in the second bay 
from the southern corner. The door, an 18th-century vertical boarded plank 
door, is framed with plain boards. On the first floor, there is one casement 
window to the left of the door and a triple casement window to the right of 
the door, all windows are diamond-paned. On the second floor, there are three 
double hung asymmetrically placed windows with 12/12 wood sash, these 
apparently date from the 19th century. The attic window, centered in the 
gable, is 6/6 double-hung wood sash. 

The south elevation is two bays deep with a window on the first floor and two 
on the second floor. Because of slight differences in the window frames and 
in the size of the windows, they probably are from two different periods in 
the history of the house. It is likely that at one time, there was a door in 
the southwesterly corner of the elevation. 

The rear gable facade (northwest side) includes a bulkhead door that leads to 
stone stairs into the basement. Paired 12/12 wood sash pierce the first and 
second stories of the southern (right) half of the facade. A third 12/12 
window is placed at the first (northern) bay of the second story. The third 
story windows are 6/6 double hung wood sash that are centered in the gable. 
Two small one-story later additions on the rear of the house contain the 
kitchen and a small bathroom. The larger, the kitchen, is on the northeast 
corner facing North Washington Street. The kitchen was originally a smaller 
kitchen galley and woodshed which were combined to create a full-size kitchen 

(continued) 
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in 1957. I t has a single chimney and a f ron t and rear entrance and 
diamond-paned windows. The other addi t ion on the rear elevat ion is very small 
with a shed roof and a small 6/6 window facing to the west. The or ig ina l 
pantry was remodeled in to a bathroom pr io r to 1957. The double oven s t i l l 
ex is ts in the bathroom and keeping room opposite the bathroom, but has been 
plastered over. 

Major arch i tec tura l features were i d e n t i f i e d from the f i r s t and second 
h i s to r i c periods of construct ion by arch i tectura l h i s t o r i an , Anne Andrus 
Grady. The fo l lowing i s quoted from her analys is . 

Major F i r s t Period Features: 

Late F i r s t Period features in the form of an exposed frame and surviv ing 
or ig ina l staircase f i n i s h are seen in the h a l l , the chambers and the 
s t a i r h a l l . In the h a l l , the longi tud ina l summer beam and chimney g i r t have 
inch-wide f l a t chamfers and care fu l l y fashioned lamb's tongue stops. The east 
g i r t , somewhat more roughly f in ished than the other beams in the house, has a 
two-inch-wide f l a t chamfer and t r iangu lar stops at the junct ion with the 
sunmer beam at the south wall of the h a l l . The intermediate story post in the 
southeast corner of the h a l l , also somewhat roughly f i n i shed , was made with a 
pro ject ion shoulder on i t s west face. When the house was restored in 1957, a 
second shoulder was added to the south face of the northeast corner post. 
Jo is ts in the hal l are spaced 23 inches on centers, and are s l i g h t l y 
chamfered. The s ta i rcase, very l i k e l y i n i t s o r ig ina l l oca t ion , i s trimmed 
with f i ne l y - c ra f t ed oak-turned balusters in squat proport ions, and a rounded 
hand r a i l . In the chambers, smoothly f in ished posts have three-quarter- inch 
f l a t chamfers. There are t r iangu lar stops at the top and bottom of each 
post. The or ig ina l stone chimney foundation survives, somewhat a l tered in the 
ce l la r bearing witness to the extent of the or ig ina l f i replaces upsta i rs . 

Later Significant Feature: 

Early Second Period paneling i s found on the f i rep lace wall i n the hal l 
chamber. That room also retains a f ine two-panel door of s imi la r date. 
Finishes in the par lor date from the la te 18th century and include a simple 
mantelpiece, p la in board dados with molded dado caps, and beaded beam cases. 
In the la te 18th century, the or ig ina l chimney was removed and the chimney bay 
thrown in to the par lo r . A smaller f i rep lace serving the par lor was b u i l t in a 
new chimney with stack en t i r e l y in the hal l chimney bay. The house was 
restored in 1957. Later f in ishes were removed and the chimney again r e b u i l t . 
Some feather-edged and shadow-molded sheathing were discovered, apparently in 
reused pos i t ions. 

(continued) 
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Woodcock Garrison Burial Ground 

The cemetery is located just south of the Woodcock Garrison House across North 
Washington Street. < 

Many of the stones in the cemetery are examples of fine stone sculpture in 
good condition while a few are illegible. There are no monuments or modern 
stones in the cemetery. I t is landscaped informally with a few bushes and a 
tall f i r tree in the center. Hemlocks line the edge of the cemetery along 
North Washington Street. There are 112 stones in the cemetery dating from 
1723 to 1825. Seventeen of the 112 stones are from the 19th century. 
Although the earliest stones, those for Woodcock's family and neighbors, do 
not remain in the cemetery, i t is believed that they may be located below 
ground in the center, where no stones are visible. Some careful digging in 
this center area may locate these 17th century stones. The oldest group of 
stones is in the southwest section while the newer stones are in the front in 
the northwest. 

Based on a comparison of a recent survey of the stones to an 1850 survey, the 
cemetery is in very good condition. While there is evidence of decay in 
several stones and some are missing, the cemetery is largely intact. Some 
stones are said to have been moved away when Route 1 was put through in 1930. 
Two of the earliest and most important stones are in good condition and 
represent the first two families to live in the existing Woodcock Garrison 
House. They are for Deacon John Daggett (d. 1724) who sold the house in 1722 
to the elderly Alexander Maxcy, and Alexander Maxcy's stone, dated 1723. 
There are no stones earlier than 1723 on the 1850 survey. (North Attleborough 
Historical Society) 

The Adamsdale School 

The Adamsdale Schoolhouse, ca. 1850, moved in 1967, lies northwest of the 
house. The schoolhouse, although well-preserved, is considered to be a 
noncontributing building because i t is not in its original location. I t is a 
part of the museum program offered by the Historical Society to the local 
schools. 

Now owned and operated as a museum by the North Attleborough Historical 
Society, the house is open to the public on a regular basis. Some of the more 
recent plantings on the site include a memorial garden near the south corner 
of the house and an herb garden behind the house. With the exception of the 
sycamore tree, there are no other historic plantings present at the site. A 
parking area, new masonry walks and a recent foundation built on the site for 
the schoolhouse have disturbed the soil on most of the property. The banks of 
the Ten Mile River are lined with retaining walls leaving the front section of 

(continued) 
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the site with l i t t l e potential for finding prehistoric remains. On the 
northeast side of the house, there was a two-story addition in the 19th 
century and this area could be suitable for archaeological study. The 
half-acre section north of the stream remains relatively undisturbed. 

(continued) 
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Archaeological Description 

There has not been any archaeological investigations of any level conducted at 
the s i te ; unti l some test units have been excavated the exact nature and 
extent of the archaeological resources wi l l remain unknown. 

While no prehistoric si te are currently recorded on the property, i t is 
possible that sites are present. One known prehistoric site is recorded in 
the general area (within one mi le). This factor, the moderate size of the 
parcel (1 3/4 acres) plus the locational characteristics of the property, a 
well-drained minimally sloped locale in close proximity to the Ten Mile River 
and one of i t s tr ibutary streams, indicates a reasonable potential for 
locating prehistoric s i tes. 

Visual examination of the site and other available evidence indicates that 
present land surfaces are at or near original grade. F i l l i ng characterizes 
most altered surfaces although some leveling has also occurred. This data 
indicates a potential for both prehistoric and historic archaeological 
survivals. 

There is also a high potential for signif icant historical archaeological 
remains on the property. Archaeological remains of the original garrison 
house (ca. 1669) may exist on the property as well as other 17th-century 
structural and ar t i fac t survivals. Later remains of the Steamboat Hotel (ca. 
1806-1890) bu i l t on the site of the original garrison house may also survive. 
Occupational related features (trash p i t s , pr iv ies, wells) may also exist 
which were associated with residential and commercial (tavern, hotel) use of 
the property from the 17th through 19th centuries. Systematic archaelogical 
survey and testing could also help determine the boundaries of the Woodcock 
burial ground and location of graves for which stones have been removed. 
Survivals may also exist from the battle which occurred at this location in 
1676 during which two persons, including Woodcock's son Nathaniel, were k i l led 
and others wounded. Archaeological survivals may also exist of construction 
and architectural related features. 

(end) 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

n nationally I I statewide [Yl locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria FXIA I I B [ X I C I I D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) I |A I I B I |C FX ID I IE I I F I I G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
Architecture 1670-c. 1890 Exploration / Settlement 
Community Planning & Development 

Cultural Affiliation  
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder  
N/A John Daggett 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Woodcock Garrison House and Burial Ground retains integrity of location, 
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association and meets 
Criteria A and C and Exception D of the National Register of Historic Places 
on the local level. As a part of the original settlement by John Woodcock in 
1670, and as a dwelling house that was a part of a well-known Public House 
complex, the Garrison House has associations with events that have made a 
contribution to broad patterns of our history. It was the home of the Maxcy 
family, including Johnathan Maxcy, the second president of Brown University 
and famous orator of his day; and home and inn of Col. Israel Hatch. 
Furthermore, as the only known stone-ender in Massachusetts, the Woodcock 
Garrison House is an important architectural type of an early and unusual 
building and is significant on the state level. 

Located thirty miles to the south of Boston in Bristol County, Massachusetts, 
North Attleborough is currently bounded by Plainville to the north, Mansfield 
to the northeast, Attleborough to the southeast and Cumberland, Rhode Island 
to the west. The town was included in the Rehoboth North Purchase of 1666, 
along with Attleborough, parts of Mansfield and Norton, and Cumberland, Rhode 
Island; this large tract was granted to the inhabitants of Rehoboth by the 
Plymouth Government. The earliest English settlement in the Attleboroughs was 
established by John Woodcock in the nominated area. Woodcock was licensed to 
operate an ordinary in 1670. East Washington Street (then Bay Road), the 
boundary of the nominated property, began as a native trail, providing the 
primary overland route between Boston and Rhode Island at that time. This 
thoroughfare offered an optimal location for Woodcock's ordinary. 

The history of the Woodcock Garrison House and Burial Ground is complex 
because there are three buildings, two not standing, which are associated with 
the history of the property. The historical record is difficult to interpret 
because the names of the buildings are often interchanged. The first, the 
original Woodcock Garrison (1669 to 1806) was located about thirty feet away 
from the existing building and built by John Woodcock. The subject building, 

. ..^ > _ - ; o' fx ] See continuation sheet 
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9. Major Bibliographical Referencea ~ 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
undesignated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

n n See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
fXlState historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
• other 
Specify repository: 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of property 2 .1 acres 

UTM References 
A L h J \ I 3| 0| 7| 0, 0, 0| I 4, 6| 5, 1| 4, 2, 0| 

Zone Easting Northing 
C L i i i J | 3 | 0 | 6 | 9 | 6 , 0 | | 4 , 6 | 5 , 1 | 3 , 4 , 0 | 

^ . 6 | 5 , 1 | 4 , 2 , 0 | B L I I U | 3 | 0 | 6 | 9 , 0 , 0 
Zone Easting Northing 

D [ l j 9 j | 3 | 0 , 7 | 0 , 0 , 0 | | 4 , 6 | 5 , 1| 3, 6, 0| 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

fX l See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

ricl See continuation sheet 
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the so-cal led Woodcock Garrison House also cal led the Hatch House, was 
constructed c. 1715-1720 by John Daggett. The t h i r d , the Steamboat Hotel , 
(1806 - c. 1890) was b u i l t on the s i te of the or ig ina l Garrison House by 
tavern owner, Israel Hatch. The s i gn i f i can t events that contr ibute to th i s 
h istory cover bat t les that took place during the King P h i l l i p War, the 
operation of a the inn for more than a century and the contr ibut ions of two 
prominent North Attleborough fami l i es . 

The land that surrounds the house was f i r s t se t t led in 1669 by John Woodcock 
and was part of his o r ig ina l land grant of 300 acres in the town of Rehoboth. 
The f i r s t bui ld ing b u i l t on the s i t e was occupied by Woodcock for a Garrison 
before and during the King P h i l l i p ' s War which raged across New England from 
1675 to 1676. The house, an o f f i c i a l place of rendezvous for so ld ie rs , was 
one of several outposts in a chain of f o r t i f i e d houses stretching from Boston 
to Providence. When i t was destroyed, i t was the l as t of these garrisons 
standing in Br is to l County. The Garrison was l icensed in 1670 as an Ordinary 
and operated as an Inn for 136 years. 

Early records showed de ta i l s about troops moving from Boston to Rhode Island 
and staying at Woodcock's Garrison on three d i f f e r e n t occasions in 1675. 
However, there were no soldiers there to protect Woodcock and his family in 
Apr i l 1676 when a group of men were attacked by Indians while working i n a 
corn f ie ld in f ron t of Woodcock's house. His son, Nathaniel, and one other 
were k i l l e d , his son-in-law wounded. Nathaniel was savagely beheaded by the 
Indians and his head mounted on a post. John Woodcock buried Nathaniel where 
he f e l l and established the Woodcock Burial Ground to be preserved forever. 
Shortly a f te r t h i s b a t t l e . Woodcock took part in a massacre of 24 Indians in 
the area of present-day Frank l in . Woodcock is remembered in the local 
h is to r ies of several towns fo r his exp lo i ts with Indians. The Woodcock Burial 
Ground i s a part of the nomination to the National Register as a s i te where 
th is ba t t le of the King P h i l l i p ' s War took place, and also as one of the only 
remaining locat ions to have a clear connection with John Woodcock, 
Att leborough's f i r s t s e t t l e r . Many of the stones in the cemetery are missing 
and others are i l l e g i b l e . A l i s t made in 1850 of a l l the graves shows the 
fami l ies represented here to include many of the inhabitants of th i s house as 
well as many other fami l ies i n the area. 

Construction of the Woodcock Garrison House is a t t r ibu ted to John Daggett, who 
owned the property during the r e l a t i ve l y short period from 1711 to 1722. 
Daggett i s the f i r s t of several generations of Daggett's to play an act ive 
role in local a f f a i r s . The local t r a d i t i o n of the house having been b u i l t by 
John Woodcock i s probably not true because the wr i t ten h i s to r i ca l record (old 
l e t t e r s , local h i s to r ies ) refutes the legend. John Daggett's son, Ebenezer, 
b u i l t a s imi lar house nearby in 1721. (Daggett, p. 9) An analysis of the 
archi tecture in the subject house by arch i tec tura l h is to r ian Abbott Lowell 
Cummings indicates a construct ion date of 1720. 

(continued) 
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The Woodcock Garrison House and the old Garrison were run as an inn by John 
Daggett and, subsequently, by the Maxcy family and Col. Israel Hatch from 1711 
until 1806. The two buildings were close to one other and may have been 
connected by a two-story addition at one time. In Daggett's History of 
Attleborough, Maxcy's or Hatch's Tavern is mentioned numerous times as the 
place for public gatherings. 

The nominated house was Israel Hatch's private residence in 1806 when he razed 
the original Garrison House and built the federal-style Steamboat Hotel on the 
same site near to the present structure. The Attleborough Post Office was 
located in the nominated house and Hatch was the Postmaster, from 1789 until 
his death in 1837. Hatch, a wealthy and prominent man, had a young family of 
six children who filled the rooms of the small house. His son, Dr. Joseph 
Hatch, bought the house in 1839 and set up his practice and small store on the 
first floor. The house remained in the Hatch family until 1957, when i t was 
purchased by Mr. and Mrs. William Rice, restorers of the house. 

Many members of the Maxcy family who lived in the Woodcock Garrison House were 
prominent in North Attleborough and elsewhere. Alexander Maxcy bought the 
historic Garrison and the subject house in 1722. This family ran Maxcy's 
Tavern and was active in town affairs for three generations. Josiah Maxcy was 
a Representative in the Colonial Legislature in 1756-1757 and a Selectman in 
1740, 1755, and 1757. He was one of the founding members of the North Baptist 
Church. During the American Revolution, Maxcy's Tavern, then run by Levi 
Maxcy, was a meeting place for mustering troops before marching to Roxbury or 
Providence. From 1776 to 1779, Levi served on town committees that reported 
to Representative John Stearns about matters concerning the raising of troops 
and the prohibited use of East India Tea. 

Jonathan Maxcy, the second President of Brown University, was born in the 
nominated house in 1768 and educated at the Academy of Reverend William 
Williams in Wrentham. He entered Rhode Island College, which later became 
Brown University at age fifteen with the highest honors in his class. Upon 
graduation in 1791, he was ordained pastor of the First Baptist Society of 
Providence and a Trustee of the College. The very next year, at age 23, he 
was elected President pro tem of Rhode Island College. He served as President 
of Rhode Island College from 1792 until 1802. His ten-year term at Brown was 
remarkable not only because of his young age (he is believed to have been the 
youngest college president in the country), but also because of his success 
and the lasting impact he had on the University. In memorial sketches, he has 
been recognized as having added to the reputation of the college by his 
personal reputation as an orator and educator. He left Brown in 1802 to 
become the President of Union College.in Schenectady, New York. Remaining 
there for only two years, he moved to South Carolina College to become the 
first president of the newly formed University of South Carolina from 1805 

(continued) 
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u n t i l his death in 1820. A deta i led biography by Romeo El ton, including many 
sermons and addresses, was published in 1844. Summaries of his l i f e often 
include excerpts from his speeches and quotations from his students or from 
people who were moved by his Impressive speaking a b i l i t y and poetic use of 
language.(Bronson) Maxcy i s described in the History of Att leborough: "Dr. 
Maxcy was in many respects the most remarkable man born in t h i s town; one who 
strongly impressed the age in which he l i v e d , and at t racted a l l who came 
wi th in the sphere of his i n f l u e n c e . . . " 

Ruth and Levi Newell Maxcy had two other progeny who became well known. 
Mi l ton Maxcy, who may have contr ibuted to Jonathan's move to South Carol ina, 
was a Brown graduate and a lawyer in Beaufort, South Carol ina. V i rg i l Maxcy 
was So l i c i t o r of the United States Treasury and a Brown graduate. A lawyer 
and b r i l l i a n t ora tor , he was Charge d 'A f fa i res to Belgium in 1835 for several 
years.(American Biography) 

Colonel Israel Hatch, born in Attleborough in 1754, bought Maxcy's house and 
tavern from Levi and Ruth Maxcy in 1780. Hatch served i n the Revolutionary 
War at the Bat t le of Bunker H i l l . He owned four other taverns along the 
turnpike from Boston to B r i s t o l , Rhode Is land, including three in Boston and 
one in Wrentham. His son-in- law, Stephen Fu l l e r , owned Half Way House on the 
Turnpike in South Walpole. Colonel Hatch b u i l t and owned the Attleborough 
section of the turnp ike, ca. 1800 (current ly Route l A ) . Unt i l 1802, Israel 
Hatch was running his taverns in Boston* while the old Woodcock Garrison was 
being run by his brother or fa ther , Nathan Hatch. Shortly a f te r his return to 
Att leborough, he razed the h i s t o r i c Garrison to bu i ld a large and new tavern, 
the Steamboat Hotel in the Federal period s t y l e . The subject house, used with 
the Garrison as a part of the inn by the Maxcys, was the Hatch fami ly 's 
residence and home for t he i r s ix ch i ld ren . The successful hotel was operated 
by Col. Israel and his son, Capt. I s r a e l , un t i l shor t ly a f te r the senior 
Hatch's death in 1837. History records that the Steamboat Hotel was closed 
because of Capt. I s rae l ' s commitment to the Temperance Movement. Although 
th i s story may be t rue . Col. Hatch died in tes ta te in debt, and the hotel was 
sold to pay his c red i to rs . I t was destroyed by f i r e ca. 1890. 

The Woodcock Garrison House i s s i gn i f i can t a rch i tec tu ra l l y on the state level 
as the only known var iant of a Rhode Island stone-ender to remain in 
Massachusetts. The stone-ender i s t yp i ca l l y a 1 1/2- to 2-story frame house 

*Hatch owned the White Horse Tavern, west side of Washington Street and Hatch 
Tavern, Tremont Street and the famous Royal Exchange Tavern on State Street . 

(continued) 
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bu i l t from the mid-17th century unt i l about 1725 with one of the gable ends 
largely of stone or brick. Of the eleven known to exist in Rhode Island, two 
are owned by the Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquit ies, the 
Eleazer Arnold House in Lincoln and the Clemence-Irons House in Johnston. The 
Woodcock Garrison House, 1715-1725, retains i t s original design with only 
s l ight alterat ions. 

The plank-framed, two-story building has retained i t s two room floor plan, 
half cel lar , and large masonry mass on the gable end that was the typical 
design studied and sketched by architectural historian Norman Isham in 1895. 
A feature indicating that i t is a s l ight ly modified, local version of the 
stone-ender common to Rhode Island is the brick in the gable end, which was 
covered over with plank framing and clapboards along the back wall of the 
building. This feature could have been an al terat ion, but the same design was 
also used in a nearby house (no longer standing), indicating that this is a 
local building type. The most important alteration to the building was the 
removal of the large parlor fireplace on the f i r s t f loor in the mid 18th 
century and the relocation of the parlor fireplace into the back of the 
remaining masonry at the same time (see drawing). The enlarged parlor retains 
i t s raised paneling, cased beams, and architraves, which v/ere added ca. 1750. 

There is a local t radi t ion that there was a two-story addition to the north 
elevation of the house, torn down in the 19th century. No photographs remain 
that show the house with the addition; however, evidence of exterior door 
openings on the north wall of the hall chamber and ha l l , now f i l l e d in and 
covered, were observed and noted when the house was restored in 1957. 

Woodcock Garrison Burial Ground 

The Woodcock Burial Ground is an 18th century cemetery established by John 
Woodcock, Attleborough's f i r s t set t ler , at a si te where a battle of King 
Ph i l l ip 's War took place.(Daggett, p. 94) I t is located just south of the 
Woodcock Garrison House across North Washington Street. I t was established 
when three of John Woodcock's family were ambushed by Indians in the spring of 
1775 while working in the cornfield in front of the Garrison House. The 
cemetery was established on the ground where Nathaniel Woodcock was k i l led and 
is mentioned in the deed when the property was sold in 1694: "Except a small 
parcel of at least six rods square or the contents thereof, for a burying 
place, in which my wife and several of my children and neighbors are interred, 
with l iber ty for my children and neighbors to come upon and make use of 
thereof forever as occasion may be". The cemetery was used by his children 
and neighbors unti l i t was fu l l in 1825. In total there are 112 stones. Many 
are fine examples of stone cemetery sculpture of the 18th and early 19th 
century. 

(continued) 
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Some of the families to have plots in the cemetery are Blackinton, Draper, 
Metcalf, Everett, Guild, Richards and Stanley. After 1769 the burial ground 
became affiliated with the North Attleborough Baptist Church. The Maxcys and 
the Hatch family were active in the Baptist Church. Josiah Maxcy was one of 
the first ten members who organized the church. Col. Israel Hatch donated, 
with William Blackinton, the land on which the present church was built in 
1817. 

(continued) 
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Archaeological Significance 

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in North Attleborough are poorly 
understood, any surviving sites would be significant. Because North 
Attleborough lies on the periphery of the Narragansett Basin, sites in this 
area could offer examples and Insights into both upland and interior coastal 
lowland settlement and subsistence. Sites in this area may also further 
document Native settlement and subsistence along the interior Ten Mile River 
drainage and the relationships of sites in this area to sites in the south 
where the drainage eventually reaches the Mount Hope Bay/Narragansett Bay 
locale. 

Historic archaeological remains described above have the potential for 
providing detailed information on the social, cultural, and economic patterns 
that characterized life in a frontier settlement and property which played an 
important regional role along the route between Boston to the north and 
Providence to the south. Occupation-related features associated with the 
17th/18th century garrison house have the potential for providing information 
on the house's inhabitants and use as a tavern during war and peacetime 
conditions. These remains can document life in a 17th-century frontier < 
settlement and the importance of garrison houses during a period when Indian 
attack was continuously imminent. Archaeological survivals from the 18th and 
19th centuries can continue to document the property's value as a tavern/hotel 
along the main route between Boston and Providence during these periods. 
Archaeological remains can also help document the lives of individuals who 
inhabited the properties which exist and were present at the location. 
Archaeological remains may also help document architectural questions 
pertaining to properties which were present at this location. Evidence may be 
present indicating whether or not the Old Garrison House and the Woodcock 
Garrison House were connected. Architectural remains may also exist to 
further document the features of stone-ender buildings of which this is the 
only known surviving example. 

(end) 
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10. Geographical Data 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The nominated property is four parcels of land on both sides of North 
Washington Street in North Attleborough, Massachusetts, totaling 91,806 square 
feet of land identified on the Town Assessors maps as Plat #7, lots numbered 
5,6,7 and Plat #6, lot #59. Ownership and a short description of each lot 
follows: 

Lot #5, owned by the North Attleborough Historical Society, contains 17,333 
square feet on the northwest side of North Washington Street. The Woodcock 
Garrison House is nearly centered on the lot close to the north boundary. A 
small garden shed is behind the house. The dimensions of the lot are 
described in a deed. Book 1441, page 415, Norfolk County Registry of Deeds, 
from Rice to the Society in 1964. 

Lot #6 is triangularly shaped, consisting of 22,245 square feet and is owned 
by the North Attleborough Historical Society. I t lies northwest of lots 5 and 
7 and contains no buildings. I t was transferred to the Society in 1967 by 
deed in Book 1501, page 55. 

Lot #7 lies adjacent to lot 5 and borders North Washington Street on the 
northwest side. Also owned by the Society, i t consists of 33,348 square feet 
and contains the relocated Adamsdale School. The deed, dated 1967, is in Book 
1497, page 684. , •,. - - , 

Lot #59, Plat 6, is the Woodcock Burial Ground consisting of 18,880 square 
feet on the southeast side of North Washington Street. I t is bounded by East 
Washington Street, Route 1, on the northeast side and houses to the south. 
There is no recorded deed transfer to the Town of North Attleborough. 

The Ten Mile River lies southwest of the Burial Ground and borders lots 7 and 
6. 

(end) 
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Boundary Justification ; . ' ̂  'r-̂ -

Lots 5, 6, and 7 were chosen because they were part of John Woodcock's first 
settlement in the Attleboroughs. Lots to the north and south of the proposed 
property contain relatively new houses. Specifically, lots #75 and #115, 
between lot 7 and the Ten Mile River, were a part of Woodcock's settlement but 
they were sold off for house lots in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
The altered houses there would not contribute to the nomination. Lot #59, the 
Woodcock Burial Ground, is Included in the nomination because i t has a direct 
association to John Woodcock's settlement and to a documented battle of the 
King Phillip War. Its significance as a burial ground is important locally as 
i t is the oldest in North Attleborough. 
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