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Town T o p s f i e l d 

Address 73 P r o s p e c t S t r e e t 

H i s t o r i c Name Z a c c h e u s G o u l d House 

Use: Present R e s i d e n c e 

O r i g i n a l R e s i d e n c e 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 16 70 
V i s u a l a n a l y s i s ; T o p s f i e l d 

Source H i s t o r i c a l C o l l e c t i o n s : 8 

S t y l e 1 s t P e r i o d c o r e w / 2 n d P e r i o d "ove 
l a y 

A r c h i t e c t u n k n o w n 

Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboards 

O u t b u i l d i n g s B a r n , c a . 1910 

Major Alterations (with dates) Lef t -hand 

p o r t i o n added c a . 1 700 

Condition Good 

Moved No Date N/A 

Acreage 7.3 acres 

S e t t i n g R u r a l , a m i d f i e l d s , s t o n e  

v j a l l s . o v e r l o o k i n g t h e I p s v j i c h R i v e r  

w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d , aging landscape 

UTM REFERENCE 

USGS QUADRANGLE 

SCALE • 1:25,000 

Z E N 
19 / 339-240 / 4721-760 

GeorgetowTi (now Ipswich) 

Recorded by Anne G r a d y 

O r g a n i z a t i o n B o s t o n U n i v e r s i t y 

Date Mav 1986 
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Go ul c I House 

Indicate each item on inventoiy foim whidi is being continued below. 
SIGNIFICANCE 

The Gould House has i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , m a t e r i a l s , design, workmanship 
and s e t t i n g i n i t s two F i r s t Period frames and embodies d i s t i n c t i v e 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of form and c o n s t r u c t i o n under C r i t e r i o n C. I t s e a r l i e r 
frame e x h i b i t s on the summer beam a p a r t i c u l a r l y well-executed example of 
the r e l a t i v e l y r a r e quarter-round chamfer and lamb's tongue stop without 
c o l l a r . (type C-2 i n the Kyprianos t y p o l o g y ) . 

The enlargement of the house from s i n g l e t o double c e l l plan w i t h i n the 
F i r s t Period i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of a la r g e r group of F i r s t Period houses. 

The d i s t i n c t i v e deeply jowled corner posts of the c. 1700 end of the house 
are also found i n the Stephen Foster House i n T o p s f i e l d . This l i n k may 
suggest t h a t both b u i l d i n g s are the work of the same carpenter, p r o v i d i n g 
a r e l a t i v e l y rare instance i n the survey area where more than one b u i l d i n g 
can be a t t r i b u t e d t o the same j o i n e r , or school of j o i n e r s . 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION ' ' 

The Zaccheus Gould house i s f i v e bays long, 2 1/2 s t o r i e s high, and one 
room deep. There i s a c e n t r a l chimney and an e a r l y 20th century e l l to 
the rear. The o r i g i n a l c. 1670 s i n g l e c e l l s t r u c t u r e comprises the 
right-hand p o r t i o n of the house. The l e f t - h a n d rooms were added c. 1700. 
The clapboarded e x t e r i o r has,Second Period Vernacular t r i m i n c l u d i n g 
simply framed sash windows, and an enclosed porch. Three dormer windows 
were added i n the 20th century. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES' 

Evidence of the two F i r s t Period frames, c. 1670 i n the r i g h t hand rooms 
and c. 1700 on the l e f t i s seen i n a l l four f r o n t rooms. Doubled framing 
members are found a t the j u n c t i o n of the two frames. 

I n the older r i g h t (east) room, there i s a l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam w i t h 
broad quarter-round chamfer and lamb's tongue stops. Other framing 
members i n the room are unchajnf ered. J o i s t s are spaced 18 1/2" on 
centers. 

I n the r i g h t hand chamber, the summer t i e beam and end t i e beam have s l i m 
f l a t chamfers and taper stops. 

In^the l e f t hand room of c. 1700 the longitudinaJL summer beam has two-inch 
wide f l a t chamfers and t r i a n g u l a r stops. J o i s t s are spaced 20 1/2" on 
centers. The summer t i e beam i n the l e f t - h a n d chamber also has f l a t -
chamfers and t r i a n g u l a r stops. Other framing members i n t h i s room have 
slam f l a t . c h a m f e r s and taper stops. Corner posts i n the chamber are 
massive and are jowled c. 2 f e e t from the f l o o r . 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r v form at b o t r 
OB 
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Consajnity: Form No: 
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Property Name: z,accnei 
Goulc 

IS 

I House 

— wuui^iuea oeiow. 

the newer and oide? p o r t i o n s of t U r o o f . " " ^ j u n c t i o n s of 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

The Gould House r e t a i n s f i n e Second Period r a i s e d - f i e l d paneling on 
f i r e p l a c e w a lls i n the r i g h t and l e f t - h a n d rooms and the JJJhJ-LnS 
^ a ^ T A A ; - ? ^^f^-hand room i s f u r t h e r embellished w i t h T b olec^Jon 
molded f i r e p l a c e surround and a corner cupboard. o o i e c t i o n 

A barn b u i l t c. 1910 adds to the h i s t o r i c a l s e t t i n g of the pr o p e r t v A 
second barn v i s i b l e a h i s t o r i c photograph was demofished i n ' ^ t h f r c e n t u r y . 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The house was b u i l t f o r Zaccheus Gould p o s s i b l y by h i s f a t h e r John mmri 
prominent founder of T o p s f i e l d . raxner John Gould, 

REFERENCES 

Top s f i e l d H i s t o r i c a l C o l l e c t i o n : 8. 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r v f n ^ . * 5^^^ 
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