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Town Haverhill 009

Address 665 Hilldale Avenue

Historic Name "Dustin'" House

Use: Present Unoccupied

Residence

Original

DESCRIPTION
Date ca, 1700

Source Visual analysis

First Period

Style

Architect Unknown

Exterior Wall Fabric _ Brick

Outbuildings None

Major Alterations (with dates) Restoration
46: removed earlier e?lacemenL

w1ndows and granite linte

Condition Cane
Moved N© Date N/A
Acreage 1.09 acres

Setting bt han’ afrecs with widelv

spaced houses of mixed date -

Opposite golf conurse

Recorded by Anne Grady

Organization Boston University

Late June 1986
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SIGNIFICANCE

The Dustin house retains integrity of location, design, workmanship and
materials in its First Period framing, plan and brick work which embody
distinctive characteristics of form and construction under Criterion

C. The house is one of a very small number of First Period masonry
buildings to survive in eastern Massachusetts and one of three included
in the present survey. As such the Dustin house provides a rare
opportunity to study First Period brick masonry techniques. The
Flemish bond with blackened headers of the major facades adds to our
limited knowledge of First Period decorative brick work in New England.

The house gains added significance as the only example of a direct
entry, two room house plan identified in the survey. While this
plan-type is a common 17th century form in such places as Rhode Island,
it is represented hardly at all among surviving First Period buildings
in northeastern Massachusetts, where the vast majority of such
structures are of lobby entry, single or double cell in plan.

The timber framed portions of the Dustin house (ceilings and roof) are,
in decoration and framing techniques, closely related to the larger
. group of First Period buildings constructed of wood.

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION

The Dustin House is a 2 1/2 story brick structure, 3 bays wide and two
rooms deep. The walls of the house are laid up in Flemish bond on the
south (street) and east sides. Darkened headers are used to emphasize
the design of the bond. The rear and left-hand side are laid up in
English "garden-wall" bond of one to three rows of stretchers for every
row of headers. Corbelled brick string courses mark the second story
and brick gable end. The north gable is built of wood and shingled.
There are segmental arches in the brick work above doors and windows.
The exterior walls display areas of patching, especially on the south
wall which was altered in the 19th century by the addition of two

windows and a central door. (The additional windows and door have now
been removed.) The south and east facades were also fitted at an
intermediate stage with granite lintels and larger windows than the
present ones. In 1946, the structure was purchased by the Dustin

family association and restored with the help of Frank Chouteaux Brown,
cne of the most knowledgeable restoration architects of the early 20th

century.

A single early window remains in the brick gable end. The chimney was

rebuilt against the brick gable during the restoraticn.

-1-

Staple to Inventory form at bottom




INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Commumity : Form No:
MASSACGHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION HAVERHILL 51

Office of the Secretary, Boston
. Thomas Dustin

Property Name: i

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.
MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES -

First Period features in the form of ceiling framing are seen on both
floors. The house is divided into a larger east room and a smaller
west room on both floors. The stairs are currently in the north east
corner of the west room, but physical evidence suggests that originally
the stairs were next to the fireplace in the southwest corner of the
house.

In the east room there is a relatively large summer (c. g" x 9") with
flat chamfers, simple lamb's tongue stops at the chimney girt and
triangular stops at the end wall. An unusual feature of the summer
beam is the presence of two tenons which go-all the way through the
chimney girt and are secured from the bottom of the chimney girt with
two pegs. Joists are spaced 20 to 21 1/2 inches on centers.

Upstairs, the chimney tie beam is 8 by 9 1/2 inches in dimension and
has no chamfer. The summer tie beam, 8 by 10 inches, has flat
chamfers.

In the attic there are three structural bays: the chimney bay of ©
feet, 3 inches, the middle bay of 9 feet, 8 inches, and the end bay of
10 feet. There are principal rafters, four purlins per slope, a ridge
piece and struts between the rafters to tie beams. A blackened area
next to the current chimney must indicate the location of an earlier
flue.

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Deed research indicates that the house was constructed by the Kimball
family and that consequently it was not the home of Thomas and Hannah
Dustin. [1] The Dustin house was destroyed before 1740.

REFERENCES

1. Personzl communication from Ann Armstrong Powell.
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