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main, view of house Town Danvers 

d e t a i l , transverse summer beam and molded post^d^fess Sunoer St, 
head, south wall of o r i g i n a l (northwest) room — 

?9_17 northeast room 

TQ_2'3 Door between s t a i r h a l l and o r i g i n a l l e f t han 
(north) chamber 

29-19 rear (north) wall north east chamber 

Historic Kame James Putnam Jr. House 

jpse: Present Residential 

Original Residential 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1715 

;Q-25 d e t a i l post, at rear w a l l , o r i g i n a l r i g h t - ^^^^^^ ^^^^^ Records 
hand chamber ' 

oo-xs Fireplace w a l l , northwest room 

Sketch f-lr.p: . 

Styl e F i r s t Period core; Second Period 
envelope 

Architect Unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric shingles 

Outbuil di HQS :;one 

Kajor Alterations (with dates) South rooTns, 

gambrel roof added ca. 1780 

Condition Good 

Moved 

Acrsac 

r.o Date 

less than one acre 

Setting Adjacent tc road, surrounded bv 

scattered suburban develonnient of r.ired 

date. Convalescent hoTne to the rear. 

Z E N 
UTM REFEREK'CE 15 / 340-010 /4715-350 

Salem 

Recorded by Anne Grady 

Orcanizaticn Foston Univers i ty 

1:25,000 ?cte Fecruarv^_986 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The James Putnam house has i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, m a t e r i a l s , and 
workmanship i n i t s F i r s t Period frame, i n t a c t except f o r the roof. I t 
embodies d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of form and c o n s t r u c t i o n under 
C r i t e r i o n C. The c o n f i g u r a t i o n of the posts at the second l e v e l i s an 
unusual v a r i a n t , combining features of both the j o w l and the f l a r e (noted 
also i n the White Preston House i n Danvers). 

The house i s also noteworthy as an example of the way i n which a F i r s t 
Period house was enlarged c. 1780 to approximate the Second Period double 
p i l e house. The c o n s t r u c t i o n of another f i l e of rooms w i t h rear 
f i r e p l a c e s and a c e n t r a l h a l l i n f r o n t of the o r i g i n a l house created a 
h i g h l y unusual house form. The ample a d d i t i o n i s s i g n i f i c a n t f c r i t s 
adaptive plan and f o r i t s assemblage of w e l l c r a f t e d l a r g e Second Period 
( p o s t - c o l o n i a l ) f i n i s h e s . 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The James Putnam House i s f i v e bays wide, two rooms deep, and two and one 
h a l f s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t . A broad gambrel roof covers both the o r i g i n a l c. 
1715 d o u b l e - c e l l house, now forming the rear (north) h a l f of the b u i l d i n g 
and the f i l e of rooms added c. 1780 to the south. The pedimented doorway 
and sym.metrical placement of the sash windows on the south facade are 
fea t u r e s of the l a t e Second Period enlargement of the house. Fenestration 
of the east and west w a l l s r e f l e c t s the two stages i n the house's 
development. Small sash windows arranged as on the end w a l l of a s i n g l e 
room deep house l i g h t the n o r t h rooms, w h i l e a f i l e cf l a r g e r windows 
l i g h t the l a t e r , higher studded rooms to the south. Three chimneys pierce 
the r o o f of the s h i n g l e d s t r u c t u r e : two at the r i d g e which serve the 
f i r e p l a c e s at the rear of the south rooms and one at the center of the 
no r t h slope, an e a r l y 19th century replacement of the c e n t r a l chimney of 
the o r i g i n a l house. There i s a small one s t o r y a d d i t i o n to the r i g h t 
rear . 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

I n the four rooms of the o r i g i n a l house of s l i g h t l y asymmetrical plan, 
much of the framing i s exposed. The transverse summer beams of the 
dovmstairs rooms have 1 1/4 " f l a t chamfers and simple t r i a n g u l a r stops, 
as does the chim>ney g i r t i n the r i g h t - h a n d (northeast) room. The heads 
only of the posts supporting the summer beams are exposed. These have 
f l a t chamfers at the sides and a deep quarter round molding at the lower 
edge. J o i s t spacing i n the dovmstairs rooms i s a r e l a t i v e l y vjide 21" on 
centers. 

I n the northeast and northvjest chambers, framing e x h i b i t s narrow f l a t 
chamfers and t r i a n g u l a r stops. The posts have a d i s t i n c t i v e c o n f i g u r a t i o n 
which i s n e i t h e r p r e c i s e l y a f l a r e nor a j o w l . The post curves outward to 
a t h i c k e r dimension w i t h a s l i g h t l y concave curve and then continues 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r v form at bottom 
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s t r a i g h t upward (see photo). The door t o the l e f t hand rear chamber i s 
conprised of two r a i s e d f i e l d panels w i t h 3" wide feather edges and 
applied b o l e c t i o n mouldings (see photo). I n the lobby, the s t a i r c a s e i s 
enclosed w i t h p l a i n board sheathing, possibly o r i g i n a l . The door to the 
a t t i c i s made of v e r t i c a l boards, but b o l e c t i o n moldings are applied to i t 
to simulate a paneled door and r e l a t e i t s design to the adjacent paneled 
door t o the northwest chamber. The foundation w a l l s of the n o r t h p o r t i o n 
of the house are b u i l t i n from the s i l l s i n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c F i r s t Period 
manner. 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

C. 1780, judging by the s t y l e of the f i n i s h e s , another f i l e of rooms was 
added to the south of the o r i g i n a l s t r u c t u r e . A l l four rooms d i s p l a y 
Second Period r a i s e d f i e l d panels on the f i r e p l a c e w a l l s , wooden dado w i t h 
molded chair r a i l and baseboard, and cornice moldings. These, w i t h the 
s t a i r c a s e , which runs s t r a i g h t up to the landing which communicates w i t h 
the older p a r t of the house and then r i s e s three more steps, form the 
r e l a t i v e l y high s t y l e treatment of t h i s important a d d i t i o n . A d d i t i o n a l 
features are the c r o s s e t t e d f i r e p l a c e surround i n the southwest room and 
the turned b a l u s t e r s , newel posts, and molded h a n d r a i l of the s t a i r c a s e . 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The house was the residence of i n d i v i d u a l s important t o l o c a l and n a t i o n a l 
h i s t o r y . I n 1715, l o c a l records r e f e r to the p r o p e r t y of James Putnam, 
Sr. (1561-1727) "on which h i s son James has l a t e l y b u i l t him a house." 
James Putnam, J r . (1689-1763), yeoman and b r i c k b u i l d e r , served as 
selectman i n Salem V i l l a g e i n 1747 and was a c t i v e i n the establishment of 
Danvers as a separate town i n 1752. James Jr. ' s son, Archelaus Putnam 
(1744-1800) was a physician and Danvers Selectman i n 1774. I t was 
Archelaus who enlarged the house so t h a t the p r o p e r t y was described i n the 
^/oo^^^^^^^5>^ d i r e c t tax l i s t as "House on road, ( i n c l u d i n g Chaise house 
192 f t . and wood house 365 f t . ) 2178 sq. f t . , 2 s t o r e s , 31 windows, 229 
sq. r t . glass, b u i l t of wood, 80 p., value $900." 

' n i A A t t / most d i s t i n g u i s h e d r e s i d e n t was Col. Timothy P i c k e r i n g 
i s o / " l / l leased the p r o p e r t y from e a r l y 1802 to the summer of 

has promotion of modern farmVnrt m l ^ n J x--CKering's endeavours and 
i n the Essex A g r i c S ^ t S a l S o c J S t r n S i T ' ^ H ^ " " " " ' " ^ membership 
of agricul-ture i n Essercoun^J ^ '""̂  p r o p e r t y to the development 
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