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Historic Kane Pea Putnain Fovler House 

Use: Present Residential 

Original Residential 

DESCRIPTION 

Date Ca. 1700 

Source s t y l i s t i c analysis 

Style F i r s t Period 

Architect None 

Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboards 

Outbuildings Garage - 2':'th c-

shed Is-e 19tr 

Kajcr Alterations {with dates) Eastern 

rooms added ca. 1725. 

Condition Good 

Moved No Date 

Acresge tnan one acre 
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d eveloT'TT'ent • 
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Indicate each item on inventory form v^ii d i i s being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Rea Putnam Fowler House has i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
m a t e r i a l s , and workmanship i n i t s F i r s t Period frame and s u r v i v i n g 
o r i g i n a l p l a s t e r cove cornice. The b u i l d i n g t h e r e f o r e meets c r i t e r i o n C. 
The s i n g l e c e l l plan w i t h i n t e g r a l lean-to i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of a l a r g e r 
number of F i r s t Period b u i l d i n g s , w h i l e the presence of the low end w a l l 
g i r t on the chimney end, where head room was not a requirement, i s an 
op t i o n apparently chosen by only a few carpenters of the period. 

The p l a s t e r cove cornice i s one of the three remaining i n the study area 
and r e f l e c t s a mode of decorative embelishment which came i n t o fashion at 
the close of the F i r s t Period. The s l o t f o r a door b o l t cut i n t o the 
frame i t s e l f was noted i n several other houses, a l l located i n northwest 
Essex County towns. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Rea Putnam Fowler House i s a 2 1/2 s t o r y s t r u c t u r e , 5 bays wide, 
w i t h lean-to extending on the east t o a Beverly j o g . O r i g i n a l l y a h a l f 
house w i t h i n t e g r a l l e an-to b u i l t c. 1700, the house was enlarged c. 1725 
by the a d d i t i o n of the east rooms, again w i t h i n t e g r a l lean-to. The 
facade i s marked by a one s t o r y p i l a s t e r e d entrance porch of 18th or e a r l y 
19th century c o n s t r u c t i o n date, and by a p l a s t e r cove cornice at the 
eave. F e n e s t r a t i o n i s m u l t i - l i g h t sash windows w i t h simple frames 
symmetrically placed on the facade. 

The s l i m c e n t r a l chimney i s a 19th century replacement of the o r i g i n a l . A 
second chimney i n the lean-to was b u i l t i n the 20th century. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

I n the o r i g i n a l (c.1700) p a r t of the house on the west the oak frame i s 
exposed through out, w h i l e i n the newer (c.l725) p a r t the pine frame i s 
boxed. The l e f t hand rooms are 19 1/2' square. The r i g h t hand rooms are 
15 1/2' wide. J o i s t spacing on both sides i s 23-24" on centers. J o i s t s 
i n the l e f t hand rooms are, according t o the owner, whitewashed, 
i n d i c a t i n g t h a t they were o r i g i n a l l y exposed. The transverse summer beam 
i n the l e f t hand (West) room has 2" wide f l a t chamfers and lamb's tongue 
stops. The summer beam i s supported f r o n t and rear by posts w i t h f l a t 
chamfers and moulded heads. I n the rear post i s found a s l o t t o receive a 
door b o l t . Other beams have 1-1 1/2" wide f l a t chamfers, as do the beams 
i n the o r i g i n a l p o r t i o n of the l e a n - t o . 

I n the 9' wide lobby, a p o r t i o n of the o r i g i n a l end w a l l g i r t survives 
next t o the s t a i r s . The g i r t , e x h i b i t i n g pegs f o r studs 28" apart, was 
set a f o o t or so lower than the g i r t on the opposite end of the house. 
I n the l e f t hand chamber, the summer t i e beam has f l a t chamfers about 1 
1/2" wide, a lamb's tongue stop at the f r o n t l e f t face, and taper stops 
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elsewhere. The jowled shape of the flat-chamfered posts reiterates in 
longer dimensions the shape of the posts below. The end tie beam has a 1 
1/2" wide flat chamfer and lamb's tongue stops. The front and rear plates 
have no chamfers The plates and end tie beams have peg hole evidence of 
rising braces. The front plate has a third peg just medial (?) to where 
the braces are tied in. The additional peg may indicate the location of 
the original window studs. 

In the at t i c the roof framing i s of principal rafters and common purlins. 
The character of the framing of the newer portion i s slightly different 
than that of the old portion (purlins are shaped at the ends to f i t into 
narrow trenches in the rafters, for example). Nail holes where studs were 
toe-nailed to the rafters at the original right end wall of the building 
provide further evidence that the building began as a single c e l l 
building. 

SIGNIFICANT LATER FEATURES 

The right hand room i s embellished with well-executed Second Period raised 
field paneling on the fireplace wall, and crown moldings at the tie beam 
f?J?«Ao<= % i y "̂"̂  ""̂ ^̂ ^ ^̂ ""̂  exhibit simple Federal Period 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

S:se°bra"slcon"ce?r i i T V t V ' f ^ f " " ' '̂'̂  "tension o, the 
developLnt':rSou::"i^' : ^ r i r e r " ; ^ ? l i % ; ; r ' ' u ' ' ' r evolutionary 
than oalc, for the later f r a m . ^ . ^ L l I °^ P^"®' rather 
suitable „ooa fot ftlllnlTnt^J tllTy I T t ^ c l T ^ r "'"^ ' 

leitt^riltt'^^ ' l l ? e ? ? o n r 5 : ? L ? ! n e " B " r P ^ ' °^ ̂  - - " 1 - '"O's 
SPNEA's Fowler house, anrfr?endJ o5 f ^ ^ ^ * : ' • ^ ^ " ^ " t overseers of 
Appleton, restored the house w th f̂ ^̂ 1̂= f°™der, will lam Sumner 
fashioning simple fireplace wall finish out o f h ^ ^ H'''?^'' 
by removing a later partition, and ?eavina In n^I ^^^^^hing obtained 
ceilings. "̂'̂  weaving m place early plaster on the 
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