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WATERTOWN 104

: Abraham Browne
operty Name: S

Indicate each item on inventory formm which is being continued below.
SIGNIFICANCE o

The Browne House possesses integrity of location, design, materials,
workmanship, feeling and association. It is an outstanding example of the
single-cell original plan, with unique construction and decorative
features associated with First Period architecture in eastern Massachu-
setts, meeting Criterion C. The three-part casement opening in the rear
wall is the only known Massachusetts example found in situ (and became the
model for many later restorations besides its own). The late use of tusk
tenon floor joist joints is an unusual conservative trait of structural
carpentry. The high survival of molded horizontal sheathing on the first
floor, wrought decorative hardware, painted decoration on the original
plaster wall, and applied decorative trim to fireplace and ceiling of the
second floor make it one of the most complete First Period houses in the
county. Its roofing system of principal rafters is one of a small group
that form the heart of a Middlesex county regional pattern that continues
into the later eighteenth century.

The Browne house also meets Criterion D for its potential to reveal
further information about First Period framing and finish methods. Much

information was already revealed during investigations that took place
during the Appleton restorations of 1919-20.

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION

The original c.1694-1701 core, a two story single cell house with a
pilastered end chimney in the original west bay, faces south, and has a
19th century lean-to along the west wall and a third of its north wall.
Its own chimney is located in the NW corner. Abutting the remainder of
the north wall is a large post-1727 two-story central chimney addition
which has its primary facade on the east and runs at right angles to the
original First Period house. The southern facade of the original house
has a restored First Period entrance door into the far western end of the
chimney bay with a single restored casement window above, a large restored
three-part casement window on both stories, and a small single casement
light near the east end above the bulkhead entrance to the cellar.
(Another major addition, built before 1727 to the present south wall, was
removed in the restoration of 1919-20.) It is thought that the house may
originally have had a rear leanto that was removed in the eighteenth

century changes. [1] '
MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES

The house has a transverse 1st floor summer beam and 2nd floor transverse
tie, both decorated with bevel chamfers and taper stops. It is unusual
for a late 17th century ceiling to use joists with tusk-tenons, a feature
largely supplanted by butt-cog floor joists after 1660. The interior
walls of the first floor have horizontal sheathing with a molded edge and
a large original fireplace (restored by Appleton in 1919-20). [2]

1
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The second floor room is unique for retaining a three-part window casement
frame with its molded mullion all in place in the north wall, where it was
blocked after 1727 by the addition. 1In this room, as well as on the first
floor, the original plaster is laid directly over the brick nogging and
studs with no laths. The room was also decorated with black painted
"baseboards" during the First Period. [3] The wall above the chamber
fireplace is set back and allows an original mantel shelf of applied
moldings. The door from the stairhall to this second floor chamber has
original First Period C-curve and strap decorative hinges. [4] The tie
beam is transverse; the floor joists meet the girts and have coverboard at
right angles at the junction with joists, forming "a rudimentary boxed
cornice” [5]

The roof is composed of principal rafters without purlins. The large
fireplace in the hall, the chamber fireplace and pilastered chimney stack
are original, although carefully restored in 1919-20.

SIGNIFICANT LATER FEATURES

The 1727 addition with its pedimented east facade doorway and central
chimney plan is characteristic of Second Period construction, and of
unusually early date for Watertown. The Derby Barn is an important
building type of which few examples survive, and is associated with the
master builder-architect, Samuel McIntire.

SETTING

-—

Along Main Street (Route 1) combining commercial, public, and residential
uses; near the Waltham town line. The house is set back from the street
60 feet in the center of the house lot. Two barns are located to the
south, one the c. 1800 Derby Barn attributed to Samuel McIntire and
relocated from the Elias Hasket Derby estate in 1925.

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Capt. Abraham Browne acquired the property by 1694, and Selectmen's
records show that the house was standing by 1701. It came into the
possession of the Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities
in 1919, and in 1919-20 the society's founder, William Sumner Appleton,
investigated and restored the building with the assistance of Joseph
Everett Chandler and Norman Isham, two early leading architects of
restoration and specialists in First Period architecture. Under
Appleton's hand the building yielded unique information about First Period
construction methods, materials, and finish. The restoration has been
cited as an outstanding example of early twentieth century restoration

philosophy. [6]
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