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Address 88 Concord Road 

Historic Hame Moses Brewer House 

Common Name: The Goulding House 

residential 

Use: Present "s^dentiai 

Or-fglnal 

DESCRIPTION 

S t y l e F i r s t Pwriod 

Architect N/A 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

O u t b u i l d i n g s 20 th c. b a m , shed 

Major Alterations {with dates) i^anto 

l a t e 18th c; 1925 r e s t o r e d 

Condition 

Koved 
yes 

Date 19I9-TQ25 

Acreace 2.28 acres 

S e t t i n g Sef back f rom s t r e e t , w i t h l a rge 

f r o n f ' l a w n - amid 19th c. wood-frame houses 

w i t h some 20th c . i n f i l l . 

Recorded by Nora Pat Small 

O r c a n i z a t l c n Boston U n i v e r s i t y 

Date J u l y 1985 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The Moses Brewer House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of design and workmanship, as 
w e l l as f e e l i n g . The i n t a c t quirk-beaded frame of a l a t e F i r s t Period or 
t r a n s i t i o n a l house of ca. 1720-30, and the o r i g i n a l t urned-baluster 
s t a i r c a s e , make i t e l i g i b l e under C r i t e r i o n C. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Brewer House i s a clapboarded, two-story, c e n t r a l chimney and lobby 
entrance, 5-bay house w i t h t h r e e - p a r t f e n e s t r a t i o n on the facade, a 
modern stone chimney stack, and f i r e p l a c e s topped by a p i l a s t e r e d b r i c k 
chimney above the a t t i c . Windows are restored casements; one i n each 
f r o n t and side w a l l of the four major f r o n t rooms. The house appears to 
have begun as a l a t e F i r s t Period double c e l l house, to which a two-story 
leanto and Beverly jog were l a t e r added. I n 1918 the house was 
dismantled and moved from Wayland; i t was restored by Leonard and Ruth 
Stevens Goulding between 1919 and 1925. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The house has l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beams i n each f r o n t room at both 
s t o r i e s ; the summers are quirk-beaded, and the second-story corner posts 
have f l a t chamfers. J o i s t s are 23" on centers i n both sides of the 
house. The o r i g i n a l center stairway i s an important example of a 
t r a n s i t i o n a l t urned-baluster dog-leg s t a i r which continues t o the a t t i c , 
and helps date the house to ca. 1720-30. 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

Because of the r e s t o r a t i o n i n t h i s century, i t i s unclear whether several 
features are o r i g i n a l to the house. The second f l o o r l e f t chamber has 
handsome f i e l d paneling, as do rooms i n the leanto. These are perhaps 
more important f o r t h e i r r o l e i n the r e s t o r a t i o n of the house, which was 
described by Wallace N u t t i n g i n 1926 as "A Perfect 17th-century 
Dwelling." 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION * 

The Brewer House was r e l o c a t e d from i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e i n Wayland i n 
1918. Because of i t s change i n l o c a t i o n , t r a d i t i o n a l h i s t o r i e s have 
misdated the house. A recent land t i t l e search by Eli z a b e t h Jo Lampl f o r 
the thematic survey suggests t h a t i t may o r i g i n a l l y have been b u i l t on 
land i n Wayland owned by Moses Brewer, who s o l d i t i n 1760. The d i r e c t 
sequence of deeds from Brewer to C u t l e r , who sol d the b u i l d i n g t o the 
Gouldings, i s flawed. However, i t i s cl e a r t h a t the house i s not the 
John Maynard house of 1639, or t h a t of a man named Tyler i n 1700, as has 
been s t a t e d by other authors, since the frame and stairway are at l e a s t 
twenty years l a t e r . 

1 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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