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SIGNIFICANCE 

The Hammond house retains i n t e g r i t y of location, materials and 
workmanship i n i t s F i r s t Period core, making i t e l i g i b l e under 
Cri t e r i o n C. I t represents a rare survival of a F i r s t Period one-cell 
house which was enlarged to a 2-room chimney plan also during the F i r s t 
Period. I t i s believed to be the oldest house i n Newton,and the only 
building i n the community thus far determined to have F i r s t Period 
characteristics. The acquisition of lean-to and wings i n the 18th, 
19th, and 20th centuries i s a ty p i c a l i l l u s t r a t i o n of the growth of 
many early farmhouses. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Hammond House has undergone numerous changes since i t s o r i g i n a l 
construction sometime between 1700 and 1720, and today the exterior 
gives l i t t l e evidence of i t s F i r s t Period core. 

The main block of the Hammond House i s a 2 1/2 story, 5 bay, central 
chimney structure of two room plan, sheathed i n clapboards, with 
asphalt-shingle roof. Windows are 6/6 or 6/9; the fenestration pattern 
of two windows on either side of the central doorway i s not o r i g i n a l to 
the building, as i s clear from an SPNEA photo (dating from the early 
20th century) of the house. The photo shows one window on either side 
of the doorway. The doorway features side p i l a s t e r s and a pedimented 
entablature, reminiscent of the Greek Revival s t y l e but dating from 
renovations done c. 1919-1930. 

The building's former saltbox p r o f i l e (lean-to to rear/north added c. 
1750-1800) i s now obscured by additions dating from 1930 — 2 1/2 story 
wings to the east west, which connect 2 story e l l s to the main block; 
the east wing and e l l are s l i g h t l y larger than those to the west. 

The oldest part of the house (c. 1700) l i e s to the east of the 
entranceway. I t was o r i g i n a l l y constructed on a one room plan with end 
chimney (to the west), 2 1/2 stories i n height, framed i n chestnut 
timbers. A lobby entrance contained a stairway to the second f l o o r 
(current staircase i s not F i r s t Period). The house was restored In the 
1920's by Joseph Everett Chandler, the restoration ar c h i t e c t . 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The o r i g i n a l east section of the house exhibits d e t a i l s common i n the 
late 17th and early 18th centuries. The f i r s t f l o o r room contains a 
12" wide longitudinal summer beam featuring beveled chamfers and lamb's 
tongue stops and pips. A l l g i r t s are also bevel-chamfered with lamb's 
tongue stops and pips. Ceilings and walls are now plastered and 
papered, so no j o i s t s or studs are v i s i b l e . (The house i s reputed to 
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have had brick wall i n f i l l , discovered during restoration work in the 
1920's by Joseph Everett Chandler, the restoration architect). The 
fireplace i s large, with an opening measuring approximately seven feet 
wide by four feet high by two and a half feet deep, and features a 
beehive oven in the left rear corner. Floorboards have been replaced, 
and window openings rearranged (contemporary with 1930 additions) — 
the outline of one former window opening in the east wall is visible 
below the wallpaper. 

On the second floor, framing members are also exposed; the summer beam 
features a beveled chamfer and simple tapered stop at the chimney end, 
but no stop at the opposite end, while the plates a l l exhibit beveled 
chamfers and lamb's tongue stops. The exposed posts are undecorated. 
The fireplace here i s small — the opening measures approximately four 
feet wide and 2 1/2 feet high. 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

The f i r s t addition to this core, also 2 1/2 stories t a l l , 1 bay wide 
and one room deep, erected to the west and creating a " f u l l " house of 
central chimney, two-room plan, probably occurred shortly after 1700. 

. Although a l l exposed framing members (of oak, this time) are boxed, 
pre-1919 photographs of this part of the house reveal a beveled chamfer 
and lamb's tongue stops on the longitudinal summer beam, similar to 
that in the original core. 

The frame of the fireplace (east) wall of the second floor room 
contains mortises and peg holes in both chimney post and chimney girt 
(northeast corner) for diagonal rising braces, indicating that this was 
once an exterior wall — and providing evidence that the west end is 
probably not part of the original construction. The fireplaces in this 
half of the main block are smaller than those in the original part — 
that on the f i r s t floor measures roughly 4 feet wide by 2 feet high by 
1 1/2 feet deep, while that on the second floor i s slightly smaller. 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The 1920's restoration by the noted early restoration architect Joseph 
Everett Chandler and the 1930 additions by Harold Field Kellog, a 
little-known but active Boston architect, are examples of the common 
Colonial Revival method of restoring and enlarging early houses. 

The house has important associations with the Hammond family, prominent 
figures in the early settlement and development of the Chestnut Hill 
area of Newton. Thomas Hammond, the original owner of the land, was 
one of Newton's f i r s t settlers, arriving in the 1640's. From deeds of 
Suffolk and Middlesex Counties we learn that between 1650 and 1658 he 
acquired large parcels of land, totaling nearly 1,000 acres, which his 
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family farmed for nearly two centuries. Nearby Hammond Street — laid 
out by 1658 — and Hammond Pond were named for the family and are 
well-known features of the community. 

The house has been assigned dates ranging from 1645 to 1730 in various 
histories of Newton. A t i t l e search for the property reveals that 
three dwelling houses stood on Thomas Hammond's land when he died in 
1675; furthermore, the wil l of his son, also named Thomas, mentions 
"the old house" as well as a newer house on the property at his death 
in 1720. Physical evidence, however, indicates a post-1700 
construction date »or this building. With this in mind, s t y l i s t i c 
evidence suggests that the current structure, while undoubtedly Firs t 
Period, i s the newer house referred to in Thomas Hammond's wil l of 
1720, probably built between 1700-1720. 
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