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Swansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSEA 

Address 181 Cedar Avenue 

Historic feme "Bend of the Lane" 

Use: Present residence 

Original residence/farmstead 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1740 

Source Luther Family in America (1976) 

Style Georgian vemacular 

Architect unJoiown 

Exterior Wall Fabric shingle 

Outbuildings bam (late 19th cent.) 

Major Alterations (with dates) ^̂ ear e l l 

(ca. 1850), south wing (late 1920s) 

Condition excellent 

UTM REFERENCE 19 315400 4623190 

USGS QUADRANGLE Fall River MA-RI 1967/1979 

SCALE 1̂:25000 

Moved no Date 

Acreage approximately 4 acres 

Setting Located in the bend of Cedar 

Avenue, a secondary route between 

Swansea Center and Touisset. Riaral 

residential area. 

Recorded by Doodson & Travers/K. Flynn/Broomi 

Organization Swansea Historical Commission 

Date 1978/February 1986/November 1989 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

"Bend of the Lane", 181 Cedar Avenue, retains integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, and association. As a vemacular Georgian house routinely 
expanded during i t s continuous association with dairy farming in Swansea over two • 
centuries, 181 Cedar Avenue meets Criteria A and C on the local level. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

A vernacular farmhouse, 181 Cedar Avenue is architecturally important in Swansea as an 
excellent example of the 18th-century farmstead that has been continually enlarged and adapted 
to meet the needs of i t s owners. The house was constructed in three stages from ca." 1740 
to the late 1920s/early 1930s. The main block (ca. 1740) is a 2^-story, double-pile, gabled 
structure oriented south; i t is unclear whether the original facade of the house was four or 
five bays in width. A later brick chimney pierces the southerly slope of the roof near the 
eastern end of the block. Double-hung windows contain 8/8 sash. On the north side is a 1^-
story gabled e l l (ca. 1850) with steeply pitched roof that rises to meet the ridge of the main • 
block. Windows i n the e l l contain 5/6 sash. The f i n a l addition is the south wing, formerly 
a three-bay half house, with gable roof, end-bay entry, and 12/12 window sash. The entrance 
in this wing, now the main entrance to the house, is undistinguished except for t r e l l i s panels • 
(ca. 1930) to either side that simulate an enclosed porch. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 
This house has a continuous association with prominent farmers in Swansea. Harlow Luther 
is recorded as the builder of the house in 1740. Luther was a farmer and dairyman who located 
his house at the bend in Cedar Avenue, formerly known as Cedar Lane. Owners i n the 19th 
century include Victor Gardner of the widely known farming family that settled primarily on 
on Gardner's Neck, and Philander Wilbur, a prominent Swansea resident who continued the dairy 
business, raising cattle and selling milk. The bam was originally used for dairy operations, 
housing machinery for processing the milk- For a while i n the mid-20th century the bam 
served as a g i f t shop. 

In i t s present massing and orientation the house illustrates changing functional and 
aesthetic preferences on the part of the farm's owners. Constructed as a typical 2J5-story 
gabled house with facade oriented south, the house was expanded with the addition of a 1^-story 
gabled rear e l l ca. 1850. With the incroduction of mechanical heating, the southerly 
orientation of the house became less of a practical concern, and the late 19th-century 
construction of the barn reoriented the functional focus of the property to the east toward 
Cedar Avenue. In the late 1920s/early 1930s, the 1^-story gabled wing was grafted onto 
the house's former facade; whether the original facade was five bays or four bays, as seen at 
262 Cedar Avenue (MHC #113), has not been determined. The new wing, actually a half-house, 
had been moved from the old William Buffington homestead on the east side of lower Cedar 
Avenue. On that property, this detached half-house had been known as "the old house"; a 
mid 18th-century date is likely.. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
History of Swansea, 1917. (0.0. Wright) 
Bristol County records, Taunton, and Registry of Deeds, Fall River. 
Luther, Leslie. The Luther Family in America. 1976. 
Helen Pierce, Swansea Historical Society, interview, 11/89. 
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Architectural Significance (cont'd) 

The property includes an intact shingled bam in good condition, one of the best preserved 
late 19th-century bams in Swansea. Situated north of the house immediately adjacent 
to the street, th is 1^-story bam retains a square louvered cupola at the roof ridge and 
ver t ica l board s l id ing doors opening out to Cedar Avenue. 
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