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Newton, MA-MRA  
FORM NO. 

U'N-0124 

Town Newton (West Newton) 

Address 60 Highland Street 

Historic Name Second Church of Newton 

Use: Present church 

Original same 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1915-1916 

Source Building Permit 

Style Gothic Revival 

Architect Allen & Collens 

Exterior Wall Fabric stone 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

educational wine-1938 

Condition excellent 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage IPS.768 sc.ft. C 2-5/V 

Setting h i l l t o p s i t e south of Mass. Pike 

and West Nevton Ivillase center; part 

of residential neighborhood 

UTM REFERENCE MISK^LZO A/A-O 5ZO 

USGS QUADRANGLE MFWJWM 

SCALE /:7.A)7rn 

Recorded by Candace Jenkins/Susan Abele 

Organization Newton Historical Comm. 

Date 4/1987; rev. 3/1988 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f appl icable) 

The Second Church of Nê v̂ton possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
worlcmanship, feeling and association. It is significant as Newton's second church, and thus for 
its associations with the dt'/'s early history''. It is also an important eismpie of Gothic Revival 
stvle ecclesiastical architecture bv the nationallv noted Boston firm of x̂ Ĵlen & Collens. It meets 

t i t 

criteria A & C of the NRKP. 

ARCHITECTURAL SISJIFICANCE Describe important a rch i tec tu ra l features and evaluate in terms ot 
other bui ld ings w i th in the community. 

The Second Chiirch of Ne'̂ Tton is a fine example of the Gothic Rê i'̂ rel style designe<i by the nationally noted 
firm of Allen k Collens vhichpai'TiciUany "̂ 11 knoivn for its Grothic Revival designs. It is a massive 
structLire constriK;ted of uncoursed gray stone vAth a molded limestone '̂atertab4e. The narrow?' buttressed 
facade displa'','̂  a recesse-d pointe<3-.arch entry 7/ith -sai-'̂ ed double-leaf doors headed by a bl;3inli screen. 
Abo'̂ re IS a hi.5ge t>ointed-̂ 3rch '̂ /indoT/ T/ith stained gl-sss and elaborate tracery. Gargoyles ;and pinnacles add 
further embellishment. Buttresses divide the side elevations into four bays mth cross gables surmounting 
the for'̂ 'ard most bâ 's. The bays ^Xintem pomted-erch vmdo'̂ 's '̂AX'Ci leaded glass. A liisaadsome to'̂ 'er is 

contain tracery, and a stee'Dle T/ith car'̂ 'ed crockets. Be'̂ T'nd the bell to"̂ 'er. at right angles to the nâ ê, is a 
loiv half-timbered educational Ting added m 1938 by Allen. Ccllens, & wiliis. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the ro le owners played in local or state h is to ry and how the 
bui ld ing re la tes to the development of the community. 

The first meeting house of the Second Church of Nev-rton "̂/as built m 1764 although the town 
':;vas uoi- lormerly divided into an Hast and West Parish until 177d. As the West Parish grew, a 
new second meeting house was built on Washington Street. At tlhs time, 1546, the center or 
tjwn government shifted from Newton Centre to West Newton and the original second meeting 
house ŵas remodeled for use as a tov̂ n hall. 

In 1906, members of the congregation began to consider erecting a new building and by 1913. 
they had purchased a prominent site on Highland Street overlooking the village of West Newton. 
The foundation for Uie new church v^s beeun on tiie IS0th anniversary of the lavins of t̂ ie 
foundation for their first meeting house. The cornerstone was laid June 6, 1915 -â ^ dedication 
took place September 27, 1916. Allen and Collens were architscts for the project, with the well-
knovvTn English Gothicist Henry Vaughn as consultant. Charles Cohens, a principal in tiie f ĥ m, 
•̂yas a Newtĉ n resident. Collens and his firm were responsibie for other commissions in the city 

including the Nev/ton City Hall and War Memorial completed in 1932. In 1936, the firm, tiien 
known as Allen, Collens and vYillis, added the educational wing bo the Second Church. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Building Department Records 60 Highland Street 
Oiu-Church: Its History, Its Building. Its Spirit 
Beautiful Newton,-p. \C}7, Newton Times 

8/85 



NPS Fonn 10«X>« QMS tflfmm Ho 1024-OOtt 
(M») 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Newton MT?J\ 
^^3.te Middlesex County, MA 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

A t t e s t 

162. Stratton, Edward B. , House^^^^^ lathe Aceeper j A j d i A ^ ^ ^ - ^ A ^ / , ^ ^ '^Ai/^ 

S L U O L I Beglater ^^^^^^ 

163. Towle, Lo ren , Es ta te ^ g g i g t a s ^ A ^ ^ P ^ ^ , A y A - ^ - - - — A ^ ^ ^ . . . y - ^ ^ x ^ ^ 

A t t e s t 

164. Waban Branch Library Entered in '^^^ jT^eeper Af^A^<--<^--~-^--A'^-^^ A^'Afc^ 

Attest 

^ 165. Walker Home for Missionary Children Keeper 

Attest 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Second Church of Newton 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Newton MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 1/02/90 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 1/1^/90 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 2/0%/90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 2/16/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 90000049 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N / 
^ / / Entered in the 

ACCEPT RETURN REJECT , A / / ( ^ / 9 0 DATE Hational Begister 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached cominents Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and jus t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
justification of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
justification of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 
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