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Newton, MA-MRA
AREA FORM NO.

WN-0124

Town Newton (West Newton)

Address ©0 Highland Street

Historic Name Second Church of Newton

Use: Present church

Original _same

DESCRIPTION
Date 1°15-1916

Source Building Permit

Style Gothic Revival

Architect Allen & Collens

Exterjor Wall Fabric stone

Outbuildings none

Major Alterations (with dates)

educational wing-1938

Condition excellent
Moved no Date n/a
Acreage 108,768 sc.ft. C 2.5A

Setting hilltop site south of Mass., Pike

and West Newton Willage center: part

of residential neighborhood

UTM REFERENCE __14)3/(:£ 20 /4290 520
USGS QUADRANGLE A/FE\VTDAJ

SCALE INAN1618)

Recorded by Candace Jenkins/Susan Abele

Organization Newton Historical Comm.

Date 4/1987: rev. 3/1988




NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

lha—: Second Church of Newton possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
ﬂanJm:, feeling and association. It is significant as Newton's second church, and thus for

its associations with the city's early history. It is also an important example of Gothic Revival

style ec x‘leaiaotmal archifecture bv the naticnally noted Boston firm of Allen & Collens. It meets

T TT™

criteria & & C of the NEHEFP.

' fu

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms o7
other buildings within the community.

The Second l,aurﬁ‘: of Newton is afine exameple of the Gothic Pevival style designed by the nauonallv notagd
firm of Allen: & Collens which was particulariy well Known for its Gothic Revival designs. [tisamassive
Iructhures constructed of unceoursed gray zione 'w h amolded iimeﬂorr watertable. Th e narrow buttressed
facade displavs a recessed pointed-arch entry with carved double-!sar dJoors headed by a blank screen.
Above iz 3 huge pointed-arch window with stained glass andg elaboratp tracery. | 31'"0*71&« and pinnacles add
f?.u‘ther‘ smbellishment. Buttresses divide the side elzvwations into four bays with <ross gables surmounting
2 forward most bavs. The bays contan pointed-arch windows with {eaded Zlasz. A handsome tower s
=1.T ached to the rear of the north slevation: itis Jistinzuished by abelfry whose pointed-arch opetiing:
contain tracery, and a steeple with carved crocketz. Bevond the beil *'mf-" a1 right angles 1o the nave. iz
{ow half-timtered educational wing added in 1975 by Allen, [ollen

o

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the

building relates to the development of the community.

The first meeting houss of fh«-; _e-\und I,nurf‘h of N»-w‘run was built in 1764 although the town
i infc 2k arisnuntil 1778 Az the Wesl Parish orew, 3

5 bu ‘tun ’u':uh‘ngta:: Street. Atthis n:‘.-:. 13

om Ne"'h on Centre to West Newton and the ori

an to consider erscting a new building and by 1913
oro L site on Highland Streef overleoking the village of W »-.'.:.n,r-I»:e‘s\.-T:::xrl.
Tuz—- foun: m ion Ior th~ new church was begun on the 150th anntversary of the laying of the

4
~

foundation for their mst meeting house. The cornerstone was laid June o, 1915 and dedicati qn
took place September 27, 1916, Allen and Collens were architects for the proje ‘:t with the well
known English Gothicist Henr}* Yaughn as consultant. Charles Collens, a principal in the ﬁrm,
was a Newton recident. Collens and his firm were responsible for other commissions in the city
including the Newton City Hall and War Memorial completed in 1932. In 19328, the firm, then
known as Allen, Collens and Willis, added the educational wing o the Second Church.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

PROPERTY Second Church of Newton

NAME:

MULTIPLE Newton MRA
NAME:

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex

DATE RECEIVED: 1/02/90
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 2/0%/90

DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:
REFERENCE NUMBER: 90000049
NOMINATOR: STATE

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE:
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD:

COMMENT WAIVER: N

ZACCEPT RETURN REJECT

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

RECOM. /CRITERIA

DATE

OF PENDING LIST:
DATE OF 45TH DAY:

1/1§/90
2/Ig)9o

N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N

N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL:

REVIEWER

DISCIPLINE

DATE

/
éé/?é/?o DATE

N

Entered in the
National Register

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N



CLASSIFICATION

count resource type

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

FUNCTION

historic current

DESCRIPTION

architectural classification
materials
descriptive text

SIGNIFICANCE
Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below
Specific dates Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

____summary paragraph

___completeness

___clarity

___applicable criteria

___Jjustification of areas checked
___relating significance to the resource
____context

___relationship of integrity to significance
___Justification of exception

____other

BIBLIOGRAPHY

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

acreage verbal boundary description
UTMs boundary justification

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation

OTHER COMMENTS
Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Phone

Signed Date
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Newton, MA-MRA

60 Highland Street /A\
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