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FORM NO. 

NO-064 

Town Newton (Nonantum) 

Address Adams Street 

Historic Name Agudas Achim Anshei Sfard 

Synagogue 

Use: Present 

Original same 

DESCRIPTION 

Date TQ]2 

Source water & building dept. records 

Style Classical Revival 

Architect unknov:n 

Exterior Wall Fabric brick-

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

see a t tached map 

Condition 

Moved nc Date n/a 

Acreage 6.000 sa.ft . C . /̂ //V 

dentlal neighhorhood south of 

vi l l a g e commercial area, 

UTM REFERENCE R j ^ j f i l o r ^ / ^ / . ^ / I f i O 

USGS QUADRANGLE / d ^ W T O M  

SCALE |: 7 ^ 0 0 0 

Recorded by r^nrî ^P Tpnkins/qn^Rn AHQI 

Organization Newton Hi s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 12/1Q86: rev. 12/"! 987 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

Congregation Agudas Acnim Ansliei Zl3id Synagogue possesses integrity of location, 
design, setting, materials, and workmanship. As the oldest eztant Jewsh congregation in 
Mê /rton, Massachusetts, it is significant under criterion A for its association .̂vith tjieir 
earlv immigration to the aty. It is also significant under criterion C as an m tact eiiamDle 
01 a small scale early synagogue evo-cative of the size and means of a congregation m the 
early twentieth century. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

The Agudas Achim Synagogue is located on the east side of Adams Street in a modest 
densely developed residential neighborhood just south of Nonantum s commercial district. 
It is a small, one story brick structui'e of rectangular plan set on a high concrete 
foundation and trimmed wth cast stx̂ ne; tiie lacade is faced wth pressed red brick v̂ hile 
tJie otiier elevations display a reddish-brown bnck of lesser quality. The tiiree bay 
facade is ai ticulated by corner quoins and is centered around an enti"v wth double-leaf 
paneled doors, headed by a serni-circular fan. Above the eniry is an oculus containing the 
Star of David, and flanking it are two elongated round arched windows containing 6/6 
sash. All of these elements are highlighted by alternating red and whit^ voussouirs. A 

(see continuation sheet) 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and.how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

Jewish immigrant's began settling in Nê vton, and particularly in Nonantum (along mth . 
the Irish, Italian and French Canadians) in tlie 1590s. However, tliere were no Iĉ cal 
congregations until a group kno\TO as Knesses Israel 'vvas incorporated in 1909- Knesses 

:• Israel worshir'ed in a house at 97 Dalbv Street in Nonantum, but eventuallv disbanded, 
celling the Dalby Street house m 1914. The remaining members joined the congregation 
of Agudas Achim Anshei Sfard, which v̂as chartered m Oct-ob-er 1911, making Agudas 
Achim the oldest extant congregation m Newton. 

Aitliough small and far from wealtliy, tiie congreg:ant3 of Agudas Achim ernbailced on a 
':ampaign to build their own synagogue on Aaams Street. Members gave "according to 
their means" and additional contributions came from outside the community - from Jacob 
Schiff of New York, and non-Jews such as the former Mayor of Newton, the Honorable 
John Wingate Weeks and local doctors Thomas Gallagher and Joseph Flanagan. The corner 
stone was laid in August 1912 at a ceremony attended by Mayor Hatfield and other local 

(see continuation sheet) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

City Atlases and Directories, Oral Histories 
Agudasu-ichnn: The Adams Street Synagogue. Newton Massachusttts. 
The Jackson Homestead, 1966., V/« < 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont.) 

parapet containing the Star of David rises above the molded cornice. The side elevations are 
five bays long wnthi the bays sepai"ated by shallow buttresses. The first bay on each side 
contains two 6/6 sash v,indov7s, one above tlie otTier; the tliree central bays conta.m round 
arched vnndov.'s, a feature continued m ttie last b3.y of tlie north elevation, but replaced by an 
entjy on the south. 

HISTORICAL SIGKIFICKACE (cont.) 

officials as v.'ell as leading Bostĉ n area Rabbis and Cantors. This tiny early synagogue remained 
the only local Jev̂ ŝh house of vrorship until the incorporation of Temple Emanuel m 1935 (NC-
E-) and construction of that synagogue on Ward Street m Nê ^̂ n Centi"e m 193'/-

There are no architectural plans and the archiiect and builder are unknovm. Much of tlie v/ork 
Vv"3.3 done by the congregants tiiemselves, some of v̂ hom v̂ ere skilled artisans. Tne front steps 
were added in 1919. a gift from a menriber in gratitude for tiie safe return of his son from Vvorld 
War I . The interior was not completed until 1924 vntli the addition of the Holy Ark and bimah. 
Which v/as designed by Samuel Katz, a Ulirainian cabinet maker from Chelsea, Massachusetts. 
Apart from tlie installation of plumbing, the building remams virtually unchanged. 

The congregation of Agudas Achim remains small. It has never been able to retain a full-time 
rabbi, cant̂ ur of Hebrew teacher, but continues tx) function for Holidays. Until recently it also 
liad no VvTitten record of its history. Several years ago, volunteers wor long under the direction 
of the Jackson Homestead, Nevrton's City Museum, began collecting oral histories from second 
generation memt>ers of the congregation. This effort culminated in an esliibit and a publi'::ation 
documenting the histor̂ ^ of Agudas Achim. While therf may t)e older congregations in the 
Greater Boston area, with very fev; exceptions, they no longer worship in their original 
synagogues. At Agudas Achim, children and grandchilaren of the original members continue to 
v7orship in the synagogue and nov.' support a revitalized congregation. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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