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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Windsor Road Historic District possesses integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanstiip, feeling and association. It is significant for its strong connections 
with the establishment of Waban Village, and as a representation of Newton's turn-of-
the-century development which resulted in the subdivision of large farms and estates to 
accommodate a rapidly growing population. The collection of outstanding Queen Anne, 
Shingle, Colonial Revival, Craftsman and Tudor Revival style houses in combination with a 
curving road system, large lots, varied terrain and sweeping views, produce a residential 
area of exceptional quality. The Windsor Road Historic District meets criteria A and C of 
the NRHP. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other areas within the community. 

The Windsor Road Historic District is located in central Waban just north of the village 
center. Roughly bounded by the village center (S), the Lincoln Playground and Moffat 
Road (E) and the Brae Burn Country Club (N and W), it contains 4S residences on Windsor, 
Kent and Hereford Roads. The long curve of Windsor Road ascends a rather steep hill so 
that the houses at the crest are alTorded sweeping views of the Country Club grounds 
below. The area was primarily developed in the late 19th and early 20th centuries with 
commodious, large-scale houses. Many fine examples of the Queen Anne, Shingie, Colonial 
Revival, Craftsman and Tudor Revival styles are included, along with eclectic designs 
combining various aspects of these styles. 

(see continuation sheet) 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain histor ical importance of area and how the area relates to the 
development of other areas of the community. 

In 1875. Nurseryman William C. Strong purchased the 93 acre Staples-Craft farm at 1615 
Beacon Street, which was then considered to be in Newton Centre. He estabhshed a large 
nursery there and promoted construction of the Circuit Railroad, which connected the 
area to the Boston and Albany main line in 1886, thus establishing the village of Waban. 
Strong laid out Windsor Road in a curving path up the side of Moffat Hill and planted 
trees and flowers along the edges of the road to enhance the property for prospective 
homeowners. Several other streets were projected off Windsor Road, including Kent 
Road. However, only part of Kent was developed and the remainder of the land 
eventually became a part of the Brae Burn Country Club. In the years up to 1907, about 
fifteen houses were built on Windsor Road, with another 20 to be added by 1950. 

Due in great measure to the efforts of Strong and other developers, Newton's youngest 
village grew rapidly as the once isolated farm area gave way to a vigorous suburban 
community. H. H. Richardson's small but elegant station( 1886, demolished 1958) .' 
highlighted the importance of the railroad for transporation. An Improvement 
Association, established in 1888, met regularly to discuss and facilitate village 
development Waban Hall (1890. also known as the Fyfe Block) and the Strong Block ^ . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES • , , 
(see continuation sheet) 
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, INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

f ' MASSACHJSETTS HISTORICAL CC>MISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Cannunity: Newton 

(Waban) 

Form No; 

W-L 

Property Name: Windsor Road H.D. 

Indicate each item on inventory form wiic± is being continued belô .'. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont.) 

Individual dwelling in the Windsor Road Historic District are described below: 

Among the many fine examples of the Queen Anne style in the area is the Louis K. 
Hariov House. 196 Windsor Road (1889). Important features of the 2 1/2 story, hip 
roof house are its corner tower, diamond pane sash and contrasting use of fieldstone at 
the first story and shingles at the second. Of greater architectural distinction is the 
Alexander Davidson Bouse. 102 Windsor Road (1888). designed by K. Langford 
Warren in the Queen Anne style with Shingie Style overtones. In this case the 2 1/2 story 
hip roofed mass is enlivened by overhanging facade gables, oriels, and a canted northeast 
corner-Other prominent features include a massive paneled chimney, windows with 
multiple/single pane sash, and an entrance recessed within a curving shingle surround. 
Two w^ll designed houses built almost a decade apart combine aspects of the Colonial 
Revival and Shingle Styles. The William C. Strong House, 48 Windsor Road (1896), 
another H. Langford Warren design, is a rambling, 1 1/2 story shingled affair, enclosed 
by a prominent gambrel roof. Other elements of note are windows with varied sash 
configurations, continuously shingled wall surfaces and general lack of historicizing detail. 
The Sarah M. Cranrford House. 55 Windsor Road (1897) is more direct in recalling 
the Colonial Revival style, but still combines elements in an idiosyncratic manner. It is a 
2 1/2 story shingled structure enclosed by a sloping gabled roof with prominent facade 
gable and dormers. Typically, references to the Colonial Revival style are most prominent 
in the verandah with its Tuscan columns and modillion cornice. The John H. Robinson 
House. 206 Windor Road (cl890) provides an early example of the more academic 
approach to the Colonial Revival style that became prevalent in the early 20th century. 
Rising 2 1/2 stories to a gable roof with lean-to profile, it displays a symmetrical three 
bay facade focused on a Tuscan porch and second story Palladian window. The Lawrence 
W. Strong House. 63 Windsor Road (1903) adds a well-detailed pedimented portico 
with Tuscan columns and raking modillion cornice to its symmetrical facade. It also 
displays the lateral glazed sunporch so popular in the early 20th century. 

One of the earliest examples of the Craftsman style in the area is 47 Windsor Road 
(1907). It is a 2 1/2 story stucco ciad house which faces a sloping lean-to gable end to the 
street. The facade is dominated by a leaded glass bow window at the first story, and by 
banks of four and two windows at the upper stories. A heavy Doric entry porch is on the 
left elevation. A matching clipped gable garage is located behind the house. A later 
example of the stykis 240 Windsor Road (1923) which is a two story stucco clad house 
enclosed by a slate gable roof with exposed rafter ends. Its symmetrical facade is 

Staple to Inventory form at bot t om 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CĈ MISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccranunity: Newton 

(Waban) 

Form No: ' 

W-L 

Property NaiiK: Windsor Road H.D. 

Indicate each item on inventory form whidi is being continued below. 

Architectural Significance (cont.) 

centered on a projecting pedimented centerpiece with half-timbering in the gable field 
and a triple window at the second story. It rests on a heavy fieldstone entry surround 
with pent roof. Flanking the entry are three part windows. Another good example, located 
at the dead-end of Windsor Road, is 248 Windsor Road (1920). It is a 2 1/2 story 
stucco clad house enclosed by a slate gable roof with numerous cross gables. The 
asymmetrical facade includes a round arched entry and banks of windows. 

The Colonial Revival style is most prevalent in the area, especially the standard five bay 
two story types. A few Capes and Dutch Colonials are also present. A well detailed 
example of the style is 131 Windsor Road (1920). This five bay brick structure rises 
two stories to a slate gable roof and is trimmed with a belt course separating the stories. 
Its center entry has a projecting pedimented surround and is flanked by windows with 
12/12 sash. The five windows aligned at the second story also amtam 12/12 sash. One • 
story wings extend from both side elevations. An unusual example of the style is 227 
Windsor Road (1933). This rambling, two story, shingled house features three projecting 
cross gambrel sections, each of which is two bays. Fenestration is varied but all windows 
contain multi-pane sash. An excellent and quite early example of the Dutch Colonial J 
Revival style is 108 Windsor Road ( 1916). This house is clapboard clad and displays ' ' 
the typical slate gambrel roof with full shed dormer across the front slope. Its projeciing 
center entry is glazed with small pane sash and an eUiptical fan framed by Tuscan >̂ 
columns and a shallow pediment with modillions. ^ , 

An early example of the Tudor Revival style is 9? WinHsnr Rnaij f IQIT) This two story . 
brick structure is enclosed by a slate gable roof. Paired facade gables frame the 
symmetrical facade. WindoTJ/s contain 6/6 sash. Another early example is 210 Kent .. 
Road (1916). This large house is constructed of brick laid up in Flemish bond and is 
enclosed by a slate hip roof. A more typical example of the style is the large brick and 
half-timbered house at 215 Windsor Road (1920). 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 
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MASSACHUSEITS HISTORICAL CChMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Cannunity: Newton 

(Waban) 

Form No: 

W-L 

Property Name: Windsor Road H.D. 

Indicate each item on inventory form \ihid\ is being continued below. 

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification: The Windsor Road Historic District 
is roughly bounded by Waban Village center (S). the Lincoln Playground and Moffat Road 
(E) and the Brae Burn Country Club (N and W). Specifically, the boundaries follow the lot 
lines of the 48houses on Windsor, Kent and Hereford Roads as shown on the attached 
Engineering Map. The boundaries recognize the outstanding architectural and 
topographical quahties of this area. Excluded are commercial buildings at the village 
center, (two houses - one altered and one modest Dutch Colonial are also left out at this ^ 
end), and residences of generally later date and somewhat lesser quality in the Moffat „ 
Road area. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (com.) 

(1896. NR:9-4-86) provided a nucleus for commercial development and the Church of the 
Good Shepherd (1896) a place for religious worship. Construction of the Union Church in 
1911-12 ( on land donated by Strong), the Waban Neighborhood Club U917j, a Fire 
Station at 2044 Beacon Street (1917), and the Angier School (1919-21) are all indicative 
of the vitality of the community in the first two decades of the 20lh century. Further 
growth is evidenced by construction of the Waban Library (1929), which was fully 
funded by community subscription, and St. Philip Neri Church(1928). In 1936 an addition 
the Angier School relieved overcrowded conditions brought on by the explosive 
development of the 20s and 30s. 

The styhsh design by H. Langford Warren of half a dozen new houses, several of which 
were on Windsor Road, set the tone for others to come. Strong s large Shingie Style house 
at 48 Windsor Road (1896) was one of the first. It was followed by the Alexander 
Davidson House. 102 Windsor Road(1888) and 196 Windsor Road (1889) for artist 
Louis K. Harlow. Warren, who lived for a time in Waban, had spent several years in the 
office of H. H. Richardson and later taught architeaure at Harvard University. Architects 
Lewis H. Bacon and Qinton Hill of the firm of Bacon and Hill also lived in the Waban 
village area and designed one of the best known landmarks, the Strong Block (1896). 
Qinton Hill designed 63 Windsor Road (1903) for Strong s son, Dr. Lawrence Strong. 
The number of houses by known architects is few however, for extant building permits 
before 1915 are rare. 

Houses built in the twentieth century in the Windsor Road Historic District for which 
architects could be identified include the following: 92 and 189 Windsor Road(1917 
and 1921) - Edward B. Stratton, 108 Windsor Road{ 1916) Gay & Proctor, 131 

Staple to Inventory form at bot t om 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccranunity: Newton 

(Waban) 

Form. No: . 

W-L 

Property Nane: Windsor Road H.D. 

Indicate each item on inventory foim vA.ich is being continued below. 

Historical Significance (cont.) 

Windsor Road (1917) James H. McNaughton, 165 Windsor Road (1924) Stewart k 
Parkinson, 214 Windsor Road (1919) John Barnard. 227 Windsor Road (1930) 
Graves k Epps, 230 Windsor Road (1928) Henn̂  k Richmond, 240 Windsor Road 
(1923) Harry Morion Ramsay, 248 Windsor Road (1924) William J. Freethy. 180 Cent 
Road (1926) Philip S. Avery. 196 Kent Road (1911) George H. Ingraham. 200 Kent 
Road (1915) Gay 6c Proctor, 210 Lent Road (1916) Kendall, Taylor k Company, 226 
Kent Road {1959) by Harry Morton Ramsay. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY/REFERENCES ^ 

Engineering Department Records; Windsor Road, kent Road . 
Building Department Records: Windsor Road, Kent Road 
City Directories and Atlases. Djsa)verHistoric F;a^5/7(Walking Tour) 
Newton 's Nineteenth Century Architecture: Neunon Higiiiands and Waban 
Newton Massachusetts J688-i 988 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y fo rm at b o t t om 



NEWTON, MASS. MULI IPLE REbDUkCh AMHNDMLNT - 1980 - WINDSOR ROAD HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Street Address 

,, Hereford Rd. 

180 

1̂ 6 

mm 

47 

48 

62 

63 

74 

Hereford Rd. 

Hereford Rd. 

Kent Rd. 

Kent Rd. 

Kent Rd. 

Kent Rd. 

Kent Rd. 

Kent Rd. 

Kent Rd. 

Vi'indsor Rd. 

V/indsor Rd. 

V/indsor Rd. 

Windsor Rd. 

Windsor Rd. 

V/indsor Rd. 

SBI Area(sf) Historic Hame 

53-30-13 i 11436 house 
garage 

53-29-18 26990 house 
garage 

53-29-19 13379 house 
outbuilding 

53-30-13 ' 34400 house 
garage . ' -

53-30-12 19425 house 
garage •' 

53-30-11 19550 house 
garage 

53-29-16 12087 house 
garage 

53-29-15 12400 house 
attached gar age (1 919) 

53-30-10 35594 house v/attached garage 

53-30-9B 16119 house \v/attached garage 

53-32-8 20000 house 
garage 

53-29-7 24054 house 
» garage 

53-32-9 20000 house 
carriage house 

53-29-9 ' 273S3 house 
garage • ^ .," ;; 

53-32-10 28666 house ' r 
'̂ garage 

53-29-10 25000 house 

F o r m * 

V-92 

•V/-93 

W-94 

V,'-95 

V-96 

V-97 

Bate 

1953 

1911 

1909 

1916 

1959 

1907 

1896 

1897 

1890 

Stule 

Modern 

1914 Shingle 

1952 Remodeled 

Tudor 

1911 4Sq. 

V-0107 1915 CR 

5hing1e 

1971 CR 

Tudor 

Modern 

Craftsnian 

Shingle 

Shingle 

OA 

1903 CR 

1895 CR 

Status 

nc 
nc 

uc 

•V c 
c 

0 

c •/ 

0 

no 

e 

0 

c 

0 

& 

c 
0 



NEWTON, MASS. MOLTIPLE RESOURCE AMENDMENT - 1988 - WINDSOR ROAD HISTORIC DISTRICT 

outbuilding . .. * n 

Windsor Rd. 53-32-12 22607 house 1916 CR 0 

garage c 

V/indsor Rd. 53-29-11 41434 house , 1911 Eclectic c 
garage ni 

Windsor Rd. 53-31-10 • ' 17870 house 1910 Eclectic 0 

V/indsor Rd. 53-29-12 3fJ356 house 1917 Tudor 

garage 

m Windsor Rd. ' 53-31-11 ! 11106 house V-98 1895 OA 0 

".- V/indsor Rd. 53-29-13 * 27126 house W-98 1883 Medievel Reviv -jl c 

m V/indsor Rd. 53-29-14 ' 12770 house w /att garage 1916 Dutch c 

108 Windsor Rd. 53-29-14 12770 house v / a t t garage 1916 Dutch c 

Ss'indsor Rd. 53-31-12 15815 house 1903 Eclectic 
garage © 

Windsor Rd. 53-31-13 13313 house • 1912 Craftsman c 

Windsor Rd. 53-30-9A ' 27692 house 1883+ Eclectic '0-
- garage 0 

Windsor Rd. 53-31-14 29530 house 1917 CR c 

• ... 
garage 6 

V/indsor Rd. , 53-31-1'^i " - ^ 18277 house w/att garage 1925 Eclectic 9 

m' Windsor Rd. • 53-31-16 4 24420 house W-100 1895 OA e 
Windsor Rd. 53-30-9 ;* 24489 house 1959 Modern no 

V/indsor Rd. 53-30-9 24489 house 1959 Modern nc 

Windsor Rd. 53-31-17 52536 house v / a t t garage 1924 Eclectic 0 

Windsor Rd. 53-30-3 33202 house - 1908 CR 0 

garage 0 

181 Windsor Rd. 53-318 31033 house V/-101 1892 OA c 
carriage house c 

184 V/indsor Rd. 53-30-7 12463 house v /a t t garage W-102 1893 OA c 

189 V/indsor Rd. 53-31-19 20371 house 1921 CR c 

196 Windsor Rd. 53-30-6 31035 house v / a t t garage v/-iq3 1889 OA c 



NEWTON, MASS. MULTIPLE RESOURCE AMENDMENT - 1988 - WINDSOR ROAD HISTORIC DISTRICT 

206 

214 
215 

227 
230 

240 
248 

V/indsor Rd. 53-31-21 21780 house V-104 1897 OA c 
carriage house 

V/indsor Rd. 53-30-5 17345 house W-105 c1890s CR 0 
garage * c 

Windsor Rd. 53-31-22 25416 house v /a t t garage 1919 CR 0 

Windsor Rd. 53-31-22 43560 house 

• 
1920 Tudor c 

carriage house 

Windsor Rd. 53-31-23 20061 house v / a t t garage 1930 CR c 

V/indsor Rd. 53-30-2 26510 house 1928 Tudor c 
outbuilding . nc 

Windsor Rd. 53-31-24 15482 house v / a t t garage .-•'.' '<.- . . ''•̂•v ,• ' 1937 CR 1 0 

Windsor Rd. 53-31-24 15482 house v / a t t garage 1937 CR ^ ' (T 
V/indsor Rd. 53-30-1 20300 house v / a t t garage 1924 Craftsnian c 

V/indsor Rd. V 53-31-27 40673 house v / a t t garage 

-•-
1924 Tudor 0 

Number of buildings 

Number of contributing bulldingi 

Number of non-contributing buildings 

Number of structures 
Number of contributing structures 
Number of non-contributing structures 

48 

42 

6 

25 
19 
5 

Sum of square feet in field "area' 

(Streets not included) 

Number of vacant lots 

11.33346 

Number of contributing objects 
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