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Town W o r c e s t e r 

Address 31 R u s s e l l S t r e e t 

His to r i c Kane G i l b e r t Hadley Three-

Decker 

Use: Present r e s iden t i a l 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

ca . 188i 
Date 

Source W o r c e s t e r House D i r e c t o r y 

Style S t i c k s t y l e Three -Decker 

Archi tec t unknown; c o s s i b l y Heriran o r 
G i l b e r t Hadley 

Exter ior Wall Fabric wood c l a o b o a r d 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

See a t tached map. Condition e x c e l l e n t 

Moved Date 

Acreage l e s s than 1/4 ac re 

Sett ing u r b a n , m u l t i - f a m i l v , 

r e s i d e n t i a l s t r e e t 

UTM REFERENCE 19/267800/4682590 

USGS qUADRANGLE W o r c e s t e r N o r t h 

SCALE 1:^5,000 

Recorded by^""" Callahan 

Organization^^^^^ Univers i ty 

Date 1981 
Revised f o r MHC by Michael Steinitz-12/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The G i l b e r t Hadley Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t 
f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h a middle-class r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t that extended 
westward from downtown Worcester i n t h e l a t e 19th century i n the Piedmont 
area. I t i s also a remarkably well-preserved and unusually d e t a i l e d examole 
of S t i c k s t y l e three-decker a r c h i t e c t u r e , p a r t i c u l a r l y notable f o r i t s 
unusual array of porches. The Hadley Three-Decker thus meets c r i t e r i a .. ' ' 
A and C of the Nat i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms 01 
other buildings within the community. * 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 31 Russell Street i s an unusually well-preserved three-
decker, remarkable f o r i t s extensive array of m u l t i - t i e r e d porches, a d i s p l a y 
of S t i c k s t y l e ornament u n p a r a l l e l e d i n Wcrcester. The b u i l d i n g has the 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i d e - h a l l plan w i t h a s i d e - w a l l j o g . The asymmetrical, three-
bay facade contains an end-bay e n t r y w i t h a double-leaf, panelled door. The 
hip roof contains an unusual shed dormer centered on the f r o n t slope. The 
roof cornice overhang has r e g u l a r l y spared, decorative brackets. Windows have 
1/1 and 2/2 sash, w i t h simple surrounds. Most notable i s the extent of. 
porchwork on the side - e l e v a t i o n s of the b u i l d i n g . A s i n g l e - s t o r y porch 
extends across the main facade, and wraps around the side w a l l , where i t 
extends to f u l l , t h r e e - t i e r h e i g h t . From the opposite side w a l l an a d d i t i o n a l 
t h r e e - t i e r porch p r o j e c t s outward. The porches are supported by chamfered pos" 
and contain s t i c k work balustrades, f r i e z e s , and large cut brackets. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comaunity. 
The Hadley Three-Decker i s located on the western edge of the middle-class 
r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood that developed west of Crown H i l l i n the l a t e 19th 
century. The house was b u i l t ca. 1888, probably by the Hadley Company, 
carpenters and c o n t r a c t o r s , which l i s t e d i t s business l o c a t i o n at neighboring 
33 Russell S t r e e t , where Herman Hadley had his residence. The f i r s t known 
owner of 31 Russell Street was G i l b e r t S. Hadley, a carpenter, who also l i v e d 
here. Residents i n 1890 included W i l l i a m P r a t t , an o p t i c i a n ; Bernard Vassall,' 
an insurance agent; and Walter Dodge, a c l e r k . Residents i n 1900 included 
Addison March, a policeman; Walter March, a bookeeper; G. March, a music 
teacher; George B a t t e l l e , a mason; and S.W. L i n c l o n , a p r i n t e r . By 1910, the 
house was owned by Florence S. Winslow. Residents included J. Archer Winslow, 
a pressman; Samuel Small, a harnessmaker, and Walter Bryson, a toolmaker. 
The Winslow f a m i l y resided here through 1930. Other residents i n 1930 includec 
John F. McDermott, who ran the Refined School of Dance; George Stone, an 
insurance agent; and Edwin Stone, a machinist. 
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REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Hadley, G i l b e r t , Three-Decker 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Worcester Three-Deckers MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester 

DATE RECEIVED: 12/26/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 1/09/90 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 1/25/90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 2/09/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89002433 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 
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CLASSIFICATION 
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historic current 

DESCRIPTION 
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descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and jus t i f y below 
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Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
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justification of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 
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