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DEC 2 6 198S  
FORM NO. 

1840 

Town Worces t e r 

Address 31 Louise St ree t 

Historic Kane John and Edward Johnson 

Three-Decker 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1918 

Source Worcester House D i r e c t o r v 

Style C o l o n i a l Rev iva l Three-Decker 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Hall Fabric wood clapboard and 

Outbuildings none sh ingle 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition very good 

Moved Date 

Acreage less than 1/4 acre 

Setting Late 1 9 t h / e a r l y 20th centurv 

urban, m u l t i - f a m i l y , r e s i d e n t i a l 

neighborhood. 

UTH REF--ERENCE 19/269290/4680200 

uses QUADRANGLE ^"o^cester South 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Recorded by Michael S t e i n i t z 

Organization 

Date December 1988 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The John and Edward Johnson Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , 
design, s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s 
s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the development of an e t h n i c a l l y mixed, 
working-class, m u l t i - f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood on the southern slope 
of Vernon H i l l i n the e a r l y 20th century. I t i s also an unusually w e l l -
preserved example of l o c a l C o l o n i a l Revival three-decker design. The 
Johnson Three-Decker thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of •' 
H i s t o r i c Places on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. * 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 31 Louise Street i s a well-preserved and w e l l - d e t a i l e d 
example of l o c a l C o l o n i a l Revival Three-Decker design. The house has the 
t y p i c a l s i d e - h a l l plan, and a gable roof w i t h pediment. Most notable i s -
the f u l l - l e n g t h f i r s t f l o o r porch supported by unusually heavy Tuscan 
columns. In the e n t r y bay the porch r i s e s to t h r e e - t i e r s , supported i n the 
second and t h i r d t i e r s by more sl^_nder, paired Tuscan columns. On the 
asymmetrical main facade, the ent r y bay i s flanked by a t h r e e - s t o r y bay 
window. A second bay window i s located on the side w a l l . The house i s 
clad i n wood clapboard, w i t h shingle bands between the s t o r i e s . Regularly 
spaced brackets decorate the roof cornice overhang. .. 

HISTORICAL SIGfUFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comaunity. 

B u i l t ca. 1918, the Johnson Three-Decker was located on the southern slope 
of Vernon H i l l , the c i t y ' s most concentrated and extensive d i s t r i c t of 20th 
century three-decker development. The stimulus f o r m u l t i - f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l 
development i n the southern and southwestern parts of the neighborhood came 
from the south: many residents were employed as wireworkers at the nearby 
South Works and Quinsigamond V i l l a g e Works s t e e l m i l l s . Working-class 
f a m i l i e s of both I r i s h and Swedish e x t r a c t i o n located here. The f i r s t known 
owners of 31 Louise Street were John and Edward Johnson, machinist and 
wireworker, r e s p e c t i v e l y . Both l i v e d at t h i s address. John Murphy, a c l e r k , 
also resided here i n 1918, as d i d Thure Lindstrom, a bookeeper. The 
Johnsons l i v e d here th.rough 1930. Other residents i n th a t year included 
•George Murphy and Kenneth Murphy, both machinists; Mrs.. Ida Johnson; and 
Mrs. Jennie Murphy. 
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31. Hall Charles A., Three-Decker ilnt^ired In ^^Ital/^eeper • --sL^^^^^^-^T'^'^^' YA? A' 
jjatlonal Mes-^*"^ '-^ 

A t t e s t 

32. H i r s t , Samuel, Three-Decker Entered i n the /Keeper 
fotlooal Begister 

33. Houghton S t r ee t H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

Substaatlre Bevlei 

Entered la the 
34. Hunt, D a n i e l , Three-Decker j i ^ t l o l i a i geglate^l^teeper 

A t t e s t 

35. Hunt, David^ Three-Decker National Beglet**^ peeper ^y^lyA'^^^^^-'—A^A^ " 

A t t e s t 

36. Ingleside Avenue Historic District j-^eeper -N —^ A^Y90 
Entered In the C- \}'^'^' - > f 
H a t i o n a l Beglatar A t t e s t 

37. Ingraham, Harry B. , Three-Dec^r^^^^ i-^eeper , y\^^'-^^'-*-pA^g. ^ . A9A9C 

toUoLl Eeglster ^^^^^^ 

38. Johnson, Edwin, Three-Decker j^^^gj-g^ m the t^eeper ^^.AiAY..y-Ly....i...<^ ^ A 
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latlonai Eaglatar 
A t t e s t 

40. Johnson, John, Three-Decker Snt^r^d i n the p^eeper 

iifttlunHiL i L a g l s t e » 
A t t e s t 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

//"^y^^ y^i ArAdy^ 

REQUESTED ACTION: OWNER-OBJECTTON 

PROPERTY Johnson, John and Edward, Three-Decker 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Worcester Three-Deckers MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester 

DATE RECEIVED: 12/2 6/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: DATE OF 45TH DAY: 2/09/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89002416 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N , 

_k:^CCEPT RETURN REJECT ^ / Y / A DATE J^'^^^^^Lglster 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA 
RE VI EWER ~_ 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 
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DESCRIPTION 
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John and Edward Johnson Three-Decker 
31 Louise St., Worcester 
HIIC # 1840 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000305 


