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Town Worces t e r 

Address •'•^^ Eastern Avenue 

Historic Name E r i c k K a l l e r 

Three-Decker 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1894 

Source'^'°^c^2 t e r House D i r e c t o r y 

Style Queen Anne Three-Decker 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric ^ o d clapboard and  

Outbuildings none 
cut sh ingle 

Major Alterations (with dates^one 

Condition qood 

Moved Date 

Acreage less than 1/4 acre 

Setting Late 19th cen tu ry , m u l t i -

f a m i l y , r e s i d e n t i a l s t r e e t , i n a 

row of s i m i l a r three-deckers . 

UTM REFERENCE 19/269970/4683730 

USGS QUADRANGLE Worcester North 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Recorded by Michael S t e i n i t z 

Organization f o r MHC 

Date December 1988 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The E r i c k K a l l e r Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s 
a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the Scandanavian, working-class, m u l t i - f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l 
d i s t r i c t that developed n o r t h of Belmont Street i n the l a t e 19th century. 
I t i s also a remarkably well-preserved, w e l l - d e t a i l e d example-of the earl y 
forms of Queen Anne s t y l e three-decker popular i n Worcester during t h i s 
p e r i o d . The K a l l e r Three-Decker thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National ' 
Register of H i s t o r i c Places on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. ^ 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 148 Eastern Avenue i s a remarkbaly i n t a c t , w e l l - d e t a i l e d 
example of the Queen Anne s t y l e three-deckers popular i n VJorcester i n the 1890s. 
The house has the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c hip r o o f , s i d e - h a l l plan, and s i d e - w a l l j o g . 
The asymmetrical main facade has an end bay ent r y s h e l t e r e d by a p r o j e c t i n g , 
s i n g l e - s t o r y porch. The porch features turned posts, a spindle f r i e z e , and 
s o l i d decorative brackets. The p.rch i s flanked by a p r o j e c t i n g , t h r e e - s t o r y 
bay window, w i t h f l a r e d s k i r t s clad i n shingle between s t o r i e s . The house 
i s clad i n wood clapboard. Regularly spaced brackets are located i n the 
cornice overhang, and the corners are decorated w i t h unusually l a r g e , gear­
l i k e brackets. Windows have 2/2 sash w i t h h e a v i l y bracketed caps. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

The K a l l e r Three-Decker, b u i l t ca. 1894, was located i n an e a r l y area of 
three-decker development on the h i l l s l o p e n o r t h of Belmont S t r e e t , an area 
dominated during t h i s p e r i o d by f a m i l i e s of Swedish, Finn-Swede and Finnish 
e x t r a c t i o n . Many res i d e n t s of the working-class neighborhood were employed 
at the nearby North Works of the Washburn and Moen Company ( l a t e r American 
Steel and VJire), or i n other l o c a l firms that employed s k i l l e d metal workers. 
The b u i l d i n g at 148 Eastern Avenue was pa r t of a row b u i l t ca. 1894. The owner 
through 1910 was Erick J. K a l l e r , a wireworker who l i v e d i n the adjacent house 
at 146 Eastern Avenue, which he also owned. The K a l l e r f a m i l y owned these two 
three-deckers through the 1920s. Tenants of 148 Eastern Avenue i n 1894 includec 
Charles Svenson, a foreman; August K a l l e r , a wireworker; and Axel Svenson, a 
c l e r k . Residents i n 1900 included August Westom, a grocer; August K a l l e r ; and 
Axel Svenson. In 1908, occupants included August Gafvert, a wireworker; H.S. 
Svenson, a wallpaper hanger; and Walfred Forsberg, a machinist. In 1920 
tenants included Mrs Johanna K a l l e r ; Emilia Larson; and paper hanger Walfred 
Forsberg. Ten years l a t e r , Mrs. K a l l e r and Walfred Forsberg were s t i l l 
r e s i d e n t s , together w i t h Mrs. E l i z a b e t h Ekwall, and Werner Glasberg. -
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