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AREA 

DEC 2 6 1989  
FORM WO. 

1623 

Town W o r c e s t e r 

Address 215 Cambridge S t r e e t 

His to r i c Kane C a t h e r i n e Ahern 

Three-Decker 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c a . 188 8 

Source f o r c e s t e r House D i r e c t o r y -

Style I t a l i a n a t e Three -Decker 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Hall Fabric wood clapboard 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition v e r y good 

UTM REFERENCE 19 /267140/4680470 

uses QUADRANGLE W o r c e s t e r South 

SCALE 
1:25 ,000 

Moved Date 

Acreage l e s s t h a n 1/4 acre 

Sett ing La te 1 9 t h / e a r l y 2 0 t h c e n t u r y 

u r b a n , m u l t i - f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l a r ea ; 

on a m a j o r s t r e e t , a d j a c e n t t o a m i d -

2 0 t h c e n t u r y ga rage /used c a r l o t . 

Recorded b y M i c h a e l S t e i n i t z 

C l a r k U n i v e r s i t y 
Organization 

Date ^""^ 
R e i v i s e d f o r MHL. by M i c h a e l S T : e i n i t 2 - i 2 / o t 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Catherine Ahern Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t 
as a rep r e s e n t a t i v e example of the e a r l i e s t phase of three-decker develop­
ment i n the Cambridge Street neighborhood, an e t h n i c a l l y m.ixed, working-class 
r e s i d e n t i a l area t h a t e r.anded w i t h the growth of nearby i n d u s t r i e s i n the 
l a t e 19th and e a r l y 20th c e n t u r i e s . I t i s also one of the best-preserved, 
w e l l - d e t a i l e d examples of I t a l i a n a t e three-decker design i n the area. The 
Ahern Three-Decker thus meets c r i t e r i a A a .d C of the National Register of 
H i s t o r i c Places on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms o 
other buildings within the community. * 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 215 Cambridge Street i s a remarkably well-preserved and finel-^i 
d e t a i l e d example of I t a l i a n a e three-decker design. The b u i l d i n g i s sheathed 
i n wood, and has a mioderately p i t c h e d hip r o o f . I t i s q u i t e unusual i n that 
i t presents i t s long, s i x bay e l e v a t i o n to the s t r e e t as the main facade. 
The end bay entry c onsists of double-leaf, panelled doors. The ent r y and 
adjacent window bay are sheltere d by a p r o j e c t i n g , s i n g l e - s t o r y p o r t i c o , 
supported by chamiferd posts. Porch d e t a i l s include decorative cut brackets, 
small cornice brackets, and an open balustrade. Regularly spaced, paired 
brackets decorate the roof cornice overhang. Windows have 2/2 sash, and 
r e t a i n o r i g i n a l window cap m.oldings . 

HISTDRTCAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comwnity. 
B u i l t by 1888, the Catherine Aharn Three-Decker was part of the l a t e 19th 
century, m u l t i - f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l development th a t took place i n the 
i n d u s t r i a l d i s t r i c t defined by the three r a i l l i n e s that r a d i a t e d southwest 
from downtown Worcester. The l o c a t i o n of new f a c t o r i e s along these t r a n s p o r t 
c o r r i d o r s a t t r a c t e d a l a r g e l y immigrant work f o r c e , and f a m i l i e s who 
located along Cambridge Street were mostly of French-Canadian, I r i s h , and 
English e x t r a c t i o n . Many were e.mployed i n nearby m.etal processing or 
t e x t i l e f a c t o r i e s , as machinists, wireworkers, or carpet weavers. The e a r l i e s t 
known owner of 215 Cambridge Street was Catherine Ahern. John Ahern, a 
labo r e r , l i v e d here from ca. 1888 through 1910, Other r e s i d e n t s i n 1888 
included John Roberts and John O'Connor, both .machinists. I n 1900, residents 
included W i l l i a m Taylor, Charles North, and Beaum.ont Brpoks , a l l machinists. 
Occupants i n 1910 included Frank S i l k , a p o r t e r ; and Gustaf Nystrom, a c l e r k . 
By 1920, the house was owned as a r e n t a l p r o p e r t y by Alphonse Beaulieu, a 
carpenter who owned three other houses i n the neighborhood, and who continued 
to own 215 Cambridge through 1930. Occupants i n 1920 included P h i l l i p Barre, 
a carpenter; George Gross, a pressfeeder; and Eugene Graveline, a helper. 
In 1930, tenants included A l v i n Hinkley, an a s s i s t a n t foreman; and Edwin 
Sward, a toolmaker, both employed at the nearby screw manufacturing p l a n t 
of the Reed and Prince Company. 
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