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Town Worcester
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Address 215 Cambridge Street

Historic Mame Catherine Ahern

Three-Decker

Photo (3*x3" or 3"x5", black and ' _ '
white) Indicate address of Use: Present residential

- property on back of photo. _ _
' Staple to left side of form. Original residential
: DESCRIPTION

Date ca. 1888

Source Worcester House Directory

Style Italianate Three-Decker

Architect unknown

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property’s location

in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Wall Fabric wood clapboard
geographical features. Indicate all buildings

between inventoried property and nearest Outbuiidings none

intersection(s).

Indicate north

See attached map. Major Alterations (with dates) none

Condition verv good

Moved Date

Acreage less than 1/4 acre

Setting Late 19th/early 20th century

urban, multi-family residential area;

on a major street, adjacent to a mid-

20th century garage/used car lot.

UTM REFERENCE 19/267140/4680470 Recorded byMichael Steinitz
USES QUADRANGLE Worcester South Organization Clark University
SeAEE . +3= 000 Date June 1980

Reivised for MHC by Michael Steinitz-12/8¢




NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

rhe Catherine Ahern Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. It is significant
as a representative example of the earliest phase of three-decker develop-
ment in the Cambridge Street neighborhood, an ethnically mixed, working-class
residential area that e vanded with the growth of nearby industries in the
late 19th and early 20th centuries. It is also one of the best-preserved,
well-detailed examples of Italianate three-decker design in the area. The
Ahern Three-Decker thus meets criteria A a:d C of the National Register of
Historic Places on the local level.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important arch1tectura1 features and evaluate in terms o
other buildings within the community.

Architecturally, 215 Cambridge Streetis a remarkably well-preserved and finely
detailed example of Italianae three-decker design. The building is sheathed
in wood, and has a moderately pitched hip roof. It is quite unusual in that
it presents its:.long, six bay elevation to ‘the street as the main‘facade.

The end bay entry consists of double-leaf, panelled doors. The entry and
adjacent window bay are sheltered by a projecting, single-story portico, ;
supported by chamferd posts. Porch details include decorative cut brackets,
small cornice brackets, and an open balustrade. Regularly sraced, paired
brackets decorate the roof cornice overhang. Windows have 2/2 sash, and
retain original window cap moldings.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

Built by 1888, the Catherine Ahz=rn Three-Decker was part of the late 19th
century, multi-family residential development that took place in the
industrial district defined by the three rail lines that radiated southwest
from downtown Worcester. The location of new factories along these transport
corridors attracted a largely immigrant work force, and families who

located along Cambridge Street were mostly of French-Canadian, Irish, and
English extraction. Many were employed in nearby metal processing or

textile factories as machinists, wireworkers, or carpet weavers. The earliest
known owner of 215 Cambridge Street was Catherine Ahern. John Ahern, a
laborer, lived here from ca. 1888 through 1910. Other residents in 1888
included John Roberts and John ©'Connor, both machinists. In 1900, residents
included William Taylor, Charles North, and Beaumont Brooks,all machinists.
Occupants ‘In 1910 iincluded Frank Silk,#a porter; and Gustaf Nystrom, a.clerk.
By 1920, the house was owned as a rental property by Alphonse Beaulieu, a
carpenter who owned three other houses in the neighborhood, and who continued
to own216 Eambridge through 1930 Oceupants fan 9204 inciuded Phillip Barre,
a carpenter; George Gross, a pressfeeder; and Eugene Graveline, a helper.

In 1930, tenants included Alvin Hinkley, an assistant foreman; and Edwin
Sward, a toolmaker, both employed at the nearby screw manufacturing plant

of the Reed and Prince Company.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES
Worcester Directory, Worcester House Directory, 1888,1890,1900,1910,1920,1930.

L..J." Richards: sAtlasiof ‘the City of Woreesteén, 1896, 1911, 1922,

J. Callahan et al., Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981. 8/8!
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CLASSIFICATION

count resource type

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

FUNCTION

historic current

DESCRIPTION

architectural classification
materials
descriptive text

SIGNIFICANCE
Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below
Specific dates Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

____summary paragraph

___completeness

___clarity

____applicable criteria

__ Jjustification of areas checked
___relating significance to the resource
____context

___relationship of integrity to significance
___Jjustification of exception

___other

BIBLIOGRAPHY

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

acreage verbal boundary description
UTMs boundary justification

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION
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Please refer to the map in the

Multiple Property Cover Sheet

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000305




