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Town Worces t e r 

Address A u s t i n S t r e e t 

Hi s to r i c Kane Edwin Johnson 

Three -Decke r 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca . 1892 

Source W o r c e s t e r House D i r e c t o r y 

Style Queen Anne 

Archi tec t unknown 

Exterior Hall Fabric wood clapboard 

Outbuildings 

Major Alterations (with dates) "0"e 

Condition 9ood 

Moved Date 

Acreage l e s s t h a n 1/4 ac re 

Sett ing Urban m u l t i - f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l 

s t r e e t o f l a t e 1 9 t h and e a r l y 20 th 

c e n t u r y houses . 

UTM REFERENCE9/267660/4682410 

USGS QUADRANGLE W o r c e s t e r N o r t h 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Recorded by John C a l l a h a n 

Organization C l a r k ' U n i v e r s i t y 

Date Feb rua ry 19 81 

Revised f o r MHC by M i c h a e l S t e i n i t z - 1 2 / l 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) ^ ' , 

The Edwin Johnson Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t 
as a re p r e s e n t a t i v e example of the m u l t i - f a m i l y residences b u i l t i n - the""ethnic, 
working-class neighborhood that developed i n the Piedmont d i s t r i c t west pf 
downtown Worcester at the end of the 19th century. I t i s also an unusually 
well-preserved and w e l l - d e t a i l e d example of l o c a l Queen Anne s t y l e three-
decker design. The Johnson Three-Decker thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the coinmunity. » 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 183 Austin Street i s an unusually well-preserved and w e l l - • 
d e t a i l e d example, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the l a t e 19th century, l o c a l Queen Anne 
s t y l e three-decker designs. The house has the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i d e - h a l l plan 
w i t h s i d e - w a l l j o g . I t i s clad i n wood clapboard, and has a hip r o o f . The 
asymmetrical main facade contains an e n t r y b a y w i t h a t h r e e - t i e r porch, which 
features l a t h e - t u r n e d posts, cut brackets, and spindle f r i e z e s and balustrades. 
The porch i s flanked by a t h r e e - s t o r y bay window, unusual f o r the use of 
pai r e d , 1/1 sash windows i n the f r o n t of the angled bay. Windows throughout 
have simple, bracketed caps. Regularly spaced brackets decorate the roof 
cornice overhang. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comawnity. 

In the l a t e 19th century, an e t h n i c a l l y mixed, working-class, m u l t i - f a m i l y 
r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t developed i n the l o w - l y i n g Piedmont area west of 
downtown beyond Crown H i l l . B u i l t ca. 1892, 183 Austin Street was part of 
an e a r l y boom of three-decker c o n s t r u c t i o n scattered throughout t h i s area. 
The e a r l i e s t known owner of the house was Edwin E. Johnson, a machinist, 
who resided here f o r over a decade, and who by 1900 operated his own l o c a l 
machine shop. Tenants i n 1892 included C.H. Spaulding, a salesman; and 
Arthur Livermore, a c l e r k . Residents i n 1900 included A.B. Morton, a p r i n t e r ; 
Charles Tower, a c u t t e r ; and L.H. Rodebaugh and W.S. G r i f f i t h , telegraphers. 
Ny 1910, the house was owned by Dean E l l i s , a l o c a l p h y s i c i a n who owned 
seven other houses and sixteen b u i l d i n g l o t s i n the c i t y at tha t time. Tenants 
Xn 1910 included Leon Dwinell, a p i c t u r e f r a n e r ; and A l b e r t Macumber, a 
pTumber. By 1920, the b u i l d i n g was owned by Nathan P a t r i c k , who owned eight 
other c i t y houses. By the 1920s, the Piedmont area had become a focus of 
Worcester's growing Armenian ethnic community, and by 1930, most of Austin 
Street had Armenian r e s i d e n t s . Tenants of 183 Austin included Michal 
Markorian, a helper; and Kasper Hamparsooian, a shoeworker; as w e l l as 
Cornelius S u l l i v a n , a f r e i g h t handler. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Worcester D i r e c t o r y , Worcester House D i r e c t o r y , 1892,1900,1910,1920,1930. ' 

L.J. Richards, Atlas of the C i t y of Worcester, 1896, 1911, 1922. 

J. Callahan et a l . , Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981. ' . 

. - ..--•'.-f. • • • ^ 8/85 



Nf« torn 1»«0»« OMI Affimol No. lOH-OOII 
(Mi) / 

A^A^i-
Unittd Stattt Dtptrtmtnt of tht Inttrlor 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section numbtr Pagt 

Worcester Three-Deckers MRA Date Listed 
Worcester County, MASSACHUSETTS 

31. Hall Charles A., Three-Decker ilntered in ̂ ^^^^/^eper , - "^s/^^^^^-^-^-'-t-^/^'^"*'^ 'sA'/A ' 

Attest 

32. H i r s t , Samuel, Three-Decker Entered I n the /Keeper 
fetional Begister 

33. Houghton Street Historic D i s t r i c t 

Substa&tiva Bevlsi 

Entered la th« . 
34. Hunt, D a n i e l , Three-Decker n^tioliai BBglfltfi^r^eeper 

Attest 
Entered i n the ^ 

35. Hunt, David^ Three-Decker national Register peeper A 

A t t e s t 

iAf^ 

36. Ingleside Avenue Historic District (-^eper A /AA.^-y.-,--AA^Hy,c..^ A^Y9C/ 
Entered I n t i i e C- \> - > 
n a t i o n a l Begis ter A t t e s t 

37. Ingraham, Har ry B. , T h r e e - D e c ^ r U'Keeper , V ] / ' ^ - ^ 

S u o L l BeglBter ^^^^^^ 

38. Johnson, Edwin, Three-Decker ^j^^gj-gj in tJie '^Aeepex ^^,A^AY 

Iatlonal Register 
A t t e s t 

39. Johnson, John and Edw|[;8,/?^ Thre^^e^dc^ ^^^^ keeper ,^ A<^yA^y^-^AA^^ 

latlonai. fiaglster 
•A9 90' 

A t t e s t 

40. Johnson, John, Three-Decker Sntf*r^d i n tha pJCeeper -^^y^^A-Y^^^ " ^ ^ ^ ^ " ^ " ^ ^ ^ 
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