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WALTHAM, MA MRA  

Town Valtham, MA 

Address 38-40 Common Street 

Historic Name Daniel French School 

Use: Present Tvo-family r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original School ' 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1847 • 

Source Waltham Sentinel 

Style Greek Revival 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboard 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates)^"^^^ged 

CA. 1860 

Condition fa i r 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage 4,800 sg.ft. '̂̂ ^^ l^O-IZ'£> 

Setting On rps-i d«»nti al s treet v i t h 

B l i d - 1 9 t h C . hmiQPt; v p - r y p i n a p t o 

major business d i s t r i c t 

UTM REFERENCE j ^ ^ ^ A T l W ^ ^ ^ 3 ^ Q Q 

USGS QUADRANGLE Lex ington 

SCALE 1:23,000 

Recorded by Nancy S. Seasholes 

Organization W'altham H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date August 1986 

revised by C. Jenkins 3/88 



NAUONAU RLGISTLR CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) * " 

The Daniel French School possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, s e t t i n g , materials, 
workmanship, feeling and associations. Constructed as a schoolhouse i n 1847, and con­
verted to a residence cl860, i t r e f l e c t s the growth of the town center in 
the mid-19th century. I t i s also important as a well-preserved vernacular Greek Revival 
style cottage with features related to both i t s schoolhouse anH resi'^ential uses, ^uring 
i t s f i r s t decade, i t had strong associations with Daniel French, lo c a l educator, public 
servant and a c t i v i s t . I t meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the comnunity. 

The Daniel French School i s located on the west side of Common Street which runs north o f f 
central Main Street. I t s l o t i s set off by a granite retaining wall and posts i n a p r i ­
marily mid-19th century neighborhood. I t i s a l i story, wood-frame Greek Revival style cot­
tage facing gable end to the street. I t i s sheathed with clapboards and trimmed with pan­
eled corner pi l a s t e r s and a fascia/cornice. The gable end features two long windows at the 
f i r s t story and two standard windows i n the a t t i c . Both have t h i n l y molded caps and 6/6 
sash. The two f i r s t storv windows may have replaced entries when the school was converted 
to r e sidential use cl859-60 The la s t two bays of the f i v e bay side elevation, which on 
the north include a window and an entry, also may have been added along with the gabled 
dormers. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the cormunity. 

This house appears to have been b u i l t i n 1847 by Daniel French f o r use as a 
schoolhouse. Daniel French was born i n Berkley, MA, then part of Taunton, i n 181M. He 
began teaching school before he was 21 and at age 23 was a teacher of mathematics at the -
Chauncey Hall School i n Boston where his students included Nathaniel J. Bradlee, the 
architect, Charles Francis Adams, and John Lowell. French came'to Waltham i n 1842 and for 
two years was pr i n c i p a l of the High School. I n 1844 he established a private school that 
was o r i g i n a l l y located i n the vestry of T r i n i t a r i a n Congregation Society. In 184?, 
however, he bought land on Common Street and b u i l t the schoolhouse, which opened June 21, 
1847, and was described i n an 1859 account as "very commodious . . . with a l l the modern 
improvements" (Waltham Sentinel A p r i l 1, 1859). 

In November 1858 French had a leg amputated and had to give up teaching. When he had 
recovered he began spending time i n the law o f f i c e of Josiah Rutter (see 54-56 Lyman 
Street form) and i n 1859 was admitted to the Massachusetts Bar. He spent the rest of his 
career as a lawyer i n a practice devoted mainly to probate and chancery work. 

(cont) 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCi:: (cont'd) 

Daniel French was also active in public a f f a i r s . For many years he was Clerk of the 
Town of Waltham and in 1861 was the Representative to the General Court. He was an 
abolitionist before the Civil War and later an advocate of black women's rights; he was 
also a leader in the temperance movement. 

After French stopped teaching, he sold the school in 1859 to VJilliam Clark, a grocer. 
The Clarks apparently lived i n the house for some time, but by 1923 rented i t . The 
occupants then were an assistant shipper, a machine operator, and a salesman. 

Staple to Inventory fnrm at bot t om 
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31. Fitch, Ezra, School 

Date/Signature 

'iSntered in the 
National Regiater l~-f^epex AAAA^-^^-^^-^/^Y-^^ 9A<KA 

A t t e s t 

32. Flagg, Frederick, House ^ , 
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National Heglater 

33. French, D a n i e l , School ^ 
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1970 Atlas, City of Waltham 
Compiled by the Waltham 
Engineering Division 
Scale: 1 inch = 140 feet 

Waltham, Massachusetts MRA 
38-40 Common Street 
Daniel French School 
16-M-20 
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