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WALTHAM, MA MRA  
Town Waltham, Massachusetts 

Address 357 Crescent Street 

H i s t o r i c Name Wetherbee House 

Photo (3"x 3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to l e f t side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing  
property's location in r e l a t i o n to  
nearest cross streets and/or  
geographical features. Indicate  
a l l buildings between inventoried  
(property and nearest i n t e r s e c t i o n ( s ) .  
Indicate north 

UTM REFERENCE f^/s/S ^O^V/^^Z~ZOQ 

USGS QUADRANGLE NEWimtsl 

SCALE /-'ZS 000 

Use Present 

O r i g i n a l  

DESCRIPTION  

Date 1892 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

Source water dept, deed research 

Sty l e Queen Anne 

A r c h i t e c t UNKNOWN 

Exterior Wall Fabric 
patterned shingle  

Outbuildings garage —NC 

clapboard and 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

none 

Condition good 

Moved -no Date Hi/a • 

Acreage 0 U^/• 10.300 sg. ft. lU-brl 

S e t t i n g Overlooking the Charles 

River, t h i s house i s part of 

Crescent St's remarkable c o l l e c t i o n 

of v e i l preserved, v e i l designed 
Queen Annehouses. 

Recorded by Edward W. Gordon 

Organization Waltham H i s t o r i c a l Comir 

Date June. 1986 

revised by C. Jenkins 3/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f a p p l i c a b l e ) 4 

357 Crescent Street provides a glimpse of a well-to-do late 19th c. American 
Waltham Watch Company foreman's home. This house, with i t s irregular form, 
complex roof configuration, richly ornamented entrance porch, stained glass 
transoms, and picturesque, conically-capped corner towers, ranks among the most 
elaborate examples of the Queen Anne style in Waltham. .As a reflection of the de­
velopment of the South Side by the "Watch" in the second half of the 19th century, ' 
and as a well-detailed and well-preserved example of the Queen Anne style, 35/ 
Crescent Street meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 
I t possesses inteeritv of location, design setting, materials ^o^^^^^ . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
evaluate i n terms of other b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the community. ^̂ ^̂  association, 

This house ranks among the most elaborate examples of the Queen Anne style 
in Waltham, possessing an irregular plan characterized by projecting _ 
porches, bays, oriels and conically-capped corner tower. This house i s sheathed 
i n clapboards and patterned shingles. Particularly noteworthy i s i t s front 

- porch with paneled chamfered . posts, and medallions at the porch s entablature 
and pedimente^roof. The original multi-panel double-doors are flanked by 
large, arched windows, with colorful staired glass fanlights. In addition to the 

• alternating courses of clapboards and patterned shingles, this house features 
vertical and horizontal "stick" work above the 2nd floor windows, of the main 
and side facades. Projecting from the northeast corner is a square 2-story bay, 
with a lunette window at the bay's gable (lunette . ^ ^ A 
and stick panelling from a sunburst motif characteristic of the Queen Anne 

TTT^TOfitk^^-SIGNIFICANCE Explain the r o l e owners played i n l o c a l or state 
h i s t o r y and how the b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s to the development of the community. 

#357 Crescent Street symbolizes, in domestic architectural terms, the late 
19th century prosperity of the American Waltham Watch Company. Deeds and Water 

. Department records indicate that the house was built, in 1892. On April 9, 1892, 
Frank W. Wetherbee purchased this house from George L.-Olney. J"^^ , 
Olney/Wetherbee deed does not mention buildings on this property (M^ddlese. Deed 
2155- 417), but buildings are mentioned i n a mortgage deed between Wetherbee and 
a William Earl Allen, on Nov 3, 1892. ($5,000 mortgage for three years at 5% ). 
Frank W. Wetherbee, formeraan, dial dept., American Waltham Watch Co. f i ^ ^ t 
Usted at this address i n 1893. Prior to the early 1890's, Wetherbee lived at 
72 Taylor Street and worked for E.W. Wetherbee, dial manufacturer, rear 42 
Crescent Street. Frank Wetherbee lived at 357 Crescent Street u n t i l at least 
1915. 

See also forms # 41, 58, 121, 150, 173 for similiar architectural designs. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES - v 

8/85 
' Water Dept. records 

1931:494, 1862 = 250, 1846..152, 1087 = 273 : 

Waltham Directories- 1880's, 1890's, 1900's 



Wetherbee House 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE, 357 Crescent Street, continued 

Projecting from the southeast corner i s a 3-level tower, with a 4-bay loggia at 
the 3rd l e v e l . The conically-capped tower retains i t s slate shingles and copper 
f i n i a l . The central portion of t h i s house i s cro^vTied by a hip-roof. In the 
center of the main facade's roof slope, i s a double dormer. Rectangular panels 
containing oval, stain glass windows, appear on the f i r s t f l o o r of the north and 
south walls. 



OMB InimiK No 1024-001$ 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service AUG 2 I t9Q9 

National Register of Historic Piaces 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Waltham MRA 
^ t a t e MiddlPSPV Cnnnt-y, MASSACHTTSFTTS 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

91. Waltham Gas and Electric Company ^^^P^ 
Generating Plant Entered in the 

liatloual Beglster Attest 

92. Waltham High School ' "^^^g^^ater ^^^^V^r/pj^'^'-^-^^^^y-^'^ fAAjS 

Attes t 

93. Waltham Water Works Shop .; j.' • ^ -^^eeper/C?^/^"^-*-^^ ?A^M 

Attest 

^ 94. Warren, Nathan, House $ u U t ^ i ^ Havlei ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ " " ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ A o ^ ^ ^ f / f 0 ,, 

Attes 

95. Wellington, Benjamin, House T Keeper 
r:ntered in the 
MatlQn&l Register Attest 

96. Wellington, Wi l l i am, House ^-/<-c^eeper 
Entered in tb^ Y ^ ^ 
national Hagietar Attest 

97. Wellington—Castner House ^.^-^eepex ^p\iUi>-LJ^^^^yy^^ y 

-ik,̂ -J» . '•> '̂ '-̂^ At t e s t 

98. Wetherbee House fintered i n the 
national Begister 

/ d e e p e r ,p<^A-^''-^'~-^^^y'^-^A^9 

Attes t 

99. White, Warren, House Entered in the /deeper CP\^^-^^^^^-:P^^c^'^ ?AAff 
datlo-iai idglBter 0 ^ 

Attest 

100. Whitney—Farrington—Cook House ^^^^eepex xO^/^^^-z--<^-<;^^^^>^-^-^^ JAA^ 

•.'•• ^ - - l I J r . - i Attest, 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Wetherbee House 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Waltham MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 8/21/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 9/05/89 
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REFERENCE NUMBER: 89001575 
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Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 
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WALTHAM, MA MRA 
Frank W. Wetherbee House 
357 Crescent Street 
1" = 100' 
1975; updated to 1987 
Waltham Engineering Dept 

#76-8 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000301 


