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WALTHAM, MA MRA
Town Waltham, MA .

Address 29-3]1 Heard Street
Historic Néme Riéhard Holbrook Houses

Use: Present Residential

Original Residential

DESCRIPTION

bate : 1844

Source Deeds

Style Greek Revival

Architect Richard Holbrook, house-
wright

Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboard

0utbuﬂd1n95' " garage-NC

Major A1terations (with dates) Connectmg
_link built 1900-1911

Condition Gqod

Moved no Date n/a

Acreagé 0.2 A. 7, 018 sq. ft.  ([-|4-5

Setting On 'very narrow street with

closely-spaced mid-19th c. houses

Recorded by Nancy S. Seasholes

Organization Waltham Historical Comm.

Date August 1986
revised C. Jenkins 2/88




NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Richard Holbrook Double House is a well detailed and unusual Greek Revival style house
form in the city of Waltham. It is one of a very few 1% story cottages in the style, and
the only double house. Both sections are clapboard clad and detailed with pedimented gables,
entablatures, cornerboards, and entries with sidelights, entablatures and lintel shelfs,
Architectural significance is enhanced by the fact that the housewright is known. The house
also illustrates the development of the Main Street area in the mid-19th century as a home
for workers and small businessmen. It possesses integrity of location, design, materials,
setting, workmanship, feeling and association, and meets criteria A and C of the National

Rﬁf&ﬁf%%beiitliﬁ%ﬁﬁ%IE%ﬁEES'Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community.

Set on a very narrow residential street wih closely-spaced mid-nineteenth century
houses, these two one-and-a-half story Greek Revival cottages are some of the very few of
this type in the city and the only surviving example of houses built as a pair. The two
apparently were identical and retain many of their original finishes; both have pedimented
attics, a deep cornice, a full entablature, cornerboards, windows in the gables, and
center entrances on the side. The entrance at 31 Heard has been altered but that at 29
Heard retains the original corniced entablature and sidelights. Both retain original
clapboard siding and 6/6 window sash.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

These houses were built about 1844 by Richard Holbrook, a housewright. In 1843
Holbrook had acquired both lots from George Miller, the developer of this part of Central
Street. At the time Central Street was called Miller Street and Heard Street, which was
laid out when Miller sold the lots to Holbrook, was referred to as a passageway. It was
later variously known as Church Avenue (because it was the way to the Trinitarian
Congregational Church at the corner of Main and Heard streets),.Hurd. Street (after a
property owner in the area), and finally Heard Street.

Holbnook apparently built the house at 31 Heard in 1844 and sold it that year to
Rowland Wetherbee, another carpenter. Rowland in turn sold it to Josiah Wetherbee, one of
the large property owners of the time. After several more transactions it was acquired in
1856 by a Stephen Connelly, who owned it for 30 years before selling it in 1886 to Patrick
Welch, a farm hand on the Lyman estate.

The history of the house at 29 Heard is somewhat different. Holbrook probably
built it in 1844, too, although he did not sell it until 1847. It was then acquired in
turn by some of the large property owners of the time, was purchased in 1849 by Daniel
Stratton, a mechanic, and in 1854 by Philip McDonough, a laborer. In 1882 it was bought
by Alexander McCollough, a grocer, and finally, in 1892, by Patrick Welch, the owner of
the house at 31 Heard. The two houses were probably joined by Welch, who continued to own
them well into the twentieth century.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES
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(29 Heard) - 513:207; 523:62; 525:324; 525:194; 677:536; 1603:241;
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Pirectories - 1899, 1923
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